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H’WOOD’S ‘FIGHT BACK’ DRIVE 





Color Video May Be Final Clincher To ‘NN ISTRY 


Bring Film, TY Industries Together 


Color television, 
looms closer to commercial reality, 
may be the motivating factor in 
finally cementing the tie between 
the TV and film industries. Since 
very few, if any, video broadcasters 
have had any experience with 
color, it is believed they will be 
forced to turn to film technicians 
to get them started on the tinted 
road. 

That belief, already being aired 
by spokesmen for both industries, 
is based, of- course, on the as- 
sumption that the Federal Com- 
munications Commission will green- 
light color TV in some form at the 
hearings scheduled to open in 
Washington, Sepi. 26. Disclosure 
by RCA la week of a new all- 
electronic system which can be 
linked directly with present broad- 
cast standards, coupled with CBS’ 
request that the FCC detail the 
information it wants on its sys- 
tem, presages an early FCC go- 
ahead tor some form of color 
video. 


Link between the two industries , 
| which 
' shows are growing. 


as a result of color TY’s immi- 
nence was pointed up “this week 
by the Society of Motion Picture 
and Television Engineers. Organ- 
ization, which voted to include TV 
technicians in its membership only 
last spring, had selected color pho- 
tography as the keynote of its con- 
vention, which tees off on the 
Coast in October. Following the 


(Continued on page 63) 


BETTE DAVIS IN PAR’S 
‘STREETCAR’ PACKAGE? 





Bette Davis, as her first role 
since breaking her 18-year associa- 
tion with Warner Bros., may play 


the lead for Paramount in a filmi- 


zation of Tennessee Williams’ hit 
legiter, “A Streetcar Named De- 
Sire.” Unusual package deal with 
William Wyler as director has 
een set up and was awaiting the | 
return from abroad yesterday 
(Tuesday) of Par prexy Barney 


Balaban for final okay. 
Pulitzer prizewinning play has 
ad such a high price tag hung on 

it that Studios have shied away 

from it. It was offered for bidding 


last winter at a starting price of. 


around $450,000 plus a percentage. 
It is in the complicated package 
arrangement with star and di- 
Tector at $150,000 plus a percent- 


age. Play is now in its 91st week 
on Broadway. 
Wyler is included in deal de- 


Spite the fact that he is under con- 
tract to Par. He’d be borrowed by 
the “pac kage” and loaned back to 
the stucio as part of it. 


which this week + 


| that 





Radio’s Singin’ Sheriff 


Seguin, Tex., Aug. 30. 
Music may be a= strange 
weapon to find in the arsenal 
of a Texas sheriff, but P. M. 
Medlin, the “Singin’ Sheriff” 
of Guadalupe county, finds 


that it comes in mighty handy 


in his work. 

Each Sunday at 6:30 p.m. the 
law officer parks his pistol and 
handcuffs atop the piano here 
at KWED, and with his theme, 
‘“‘Marcheta,” presents a_ halt- 
hour of songs 





Too- Quick Rise 
May Hurt Vaude :: 


The RKO circuit is now starting 
worry about the rapidity with 
its vaude-policy Palace 
Not only has 
public acceptance of the eight- 
acters built up competition for the 
chain in two situations, but the 
number of acts suitable for the 
Palace-type layouts are insuf- 
ficient to meet the demands of 
those entering into this kind of 
programming. Chain toppers feel 
its too-rapid growth will 
create a bad standard of showman- 


to 


|ship that will harm the vaudeville 


revival. 

Situation was brought into sharp 
focus last week when the Adams 
theatre, Newark, advanced its 
preem of the eight-act policy from 
Sept. 15 to Sept. 8, the day after 

(Continued on page 50) 


Radio Takes a Hand In 
Milking Contented Cows 
Minneapolis, Aug. 30. 
Minnesota State Fair has given 
permission to Mueller & Sons, 
Arlington, Minn., to install a radio 
in the cattle barn on the grounds 





where the firm is exhibiting its 
prize herd of cows. 
Karl Mueller explained he in- 


stalled a radio in a cattle barn at 
home so that he wouldn’t miss U. 
of Minnesota football games broad- 
casts while doing his chores, and 
that. following the games, he lis 
tened to the ensuing musical pro- 
grams. He said he noticed that 
during the music the cows se emed 
more quiet than usual. This led 
him to put the radio on again at 
milking time for music, and he 
' found the cows milked more easily. 


|a professional, 


' dim 


| bonanzas 


= 








Va. ATTAGKE 


By HERB GOLDEN 


Aug. 30. 
Verbal brickbats with which 
Hollywood has been habitually 
slugged for years will no longer go 
unanswered, it appeared virtually 
certain here today (Tuesday). For 
the first time in film history, those 
who malign and discredit the in- 
dustry, whether for fun or for 
profit, can be sure of having the 
lie tossed back in their face—and 
of getting, additionally, a 
slant on the virtues of the 
While it may yet take some time | 
to work out details, one thing on 
which major execs at the all-indus- 


Chicago, 


industry. 


Other the film 
dustry’s elations 
fe rence im Cc hicago on _Page ee 


news of n- 


public con- 





try public relations conference | 
here appear to agree on is need for 
full-time organiza- 
tion to enhance the now admittedly 
view that most of America 
takes of Hollywood. A secondary 
aim, of course, wil! be to promote 
boxoffice receipts. 

This will be the first time that 
every facet of the film industry, 
represented by the unprecedented 
gathering at the two-day conclave 

(Continued on page 25) 


Competitive Heat Off, 
Agents Have It Tough 
Booking Fla. Names 


York talent agencies have 
that the Florida cafe 
season will provide the booking 
of former years. Up to 
not a single major name 
has been bought for a Miami 
Beach spot. Last season at this 
time, most of the top talent were 





New 
little hope 


this time, 


| already pacted. 


Reason for the failure to sell 
the top performers in Florida is 
the absence of a major competi- 
tive situation, such as existed last 
season, when the Beachcomber 
and Copa City were dueling each 
other for draws. Fate of Copa City 
is still to be determined. Operator 
Murray Weinger is currently in a 
Massachusetts hospital and may 
not be able to raise sufficient coin 
needed to open the debt-ridden 
cafe. Thus Ned Schuyler’s Beach- 
comber, across the street from 
Copa City, may be the sole major 
cafe in that area. Another factor 
contributing to the buying decline 
is Schuyler’s recent takeover of 
the Five O’Clock club from Sam 

(Continued on page 63) 
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| Nathan’s ‘Religion’ 
George Jean Nathan is kid- 

ding-on-the-square in enrolling 

intimates in what he ealls the 


new religious cult of “‘Im- 
munism.” 

The veteran scrivener then 
reels off a flock of things one 
can and should “immunize” 
against 

P.S.—He’s getting willing 


disc ciples. 





Soaps, Giveaways 
 “Tripe: De Forest 


Chicago, Aug. 30. 
enforces its ban on 
perfectly all right 
with Dr. Lee de Forest, so-called 
| ‘father of radio.” The inventor 
celebrated his 76th birthday last 
week (26) by blasting “lotteries and 
| soap operas” as “tripe.” 

“[ had hoped that radio would 
| improve our cultural lot by broad- 
casting interesting educational pro- 


If the FCC 
giveaways, it’s 


grams and cultural music,” he said. 
Instead, he claimed, radio is the 
communications organ for opera- 


tors of quasi-lotteries. 

De Forest works six hours a day 
|}at American Television Labs, per- 
fecting his color television inven- 
tions, but knocks off four months 
every year to rest at his L. A. 
home. 

“IT guess the good radio has done 
outweighs its evils,” he said. But as 
for soap operas, “they could be 
ordered off the air very easily with- 
out much of a cultural loss to the 
American people.” 

De Forest predicted that devel- 
opment of atomic energy might 
have wide ramifications in the 
radio and TV industry. 





Pitt Progressives Pick 
Radioite to Run as Mayor 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 30. 
Charles M. Kerns, Jr., freelance 
radio producer and former program 
director of WJAS, has been named 
by the Progressive Party here to 
run for the mayoralty in the com- 
ing city elections. He'll be unop- 


posed for the nomination in the 
primaries next month. 
Kerns has long been active in 


local affairs of the Henry Wallace 
party and was a Congressional can- 
didate on the ticket last November, 
|but withdrew at the last minute. 





NITES With Legit Finaneing So Scarce, 
You, Too, Can Now Be an Angel 


By HOBE MORRISON 


This may be the season in which 
the outsider with a bankroll comes 
back into his own in the theatre. 
Signs point that way. 

With available production coin 
growing scarcer by the week, the 
stranger with a collection of Gov- 
ernment bonds is becoming the 
real Man of Distinction on Broad- 
way. No longer is he merely 
glanced at, sideways, down the 
nose, to be given a barely polite 
whisk or, perhaps patronizingly 
admitted to the suckers’ circle. 

Now, with the exception of very 
few managements, nobody has to 
introduce him and it doesn’t mat- 
ter where or even if he went to 
college. If he has a bank balance 
that can be had he’s in, with as 
many “auditions” as he and his 
riends seem to require. And if he 
wants billing as associate producer, 
with perhaps the right to make 
suggestions about casting and this 
and that, he may be accommodated 
there, too. 

The reason for all this is plain 
enough. With the end of the war 
years’ boom, the boxoffice subsided 
and grosses leveled off to normal 
or less. But while costs have re- 
mained high, profits have shrunk 
and risk capital has become elu- 
sive. In fact, things have become 
tough all over. 

So, although such apparently 


(Continued on page 63) 


NBC, CBS IN GOLDWYN, 
SELZNICK TV DEALS? 


New tiein between indie film 
producer David O. Selznick ana 
CBS, calling for Selznick to pro- 
duce a series of two-reelers espe- 
cially for CBS television, is ex- 
pected to be revealed when the 
producer returns from Europe in 
about two weeks. NBC television, 
meanwhile, may beat CBS to the 
punch by announcing a _ similar 
tiein with indie Samuel Goldwyn 
some time this week. 

Deals by the two major webs 
with two of the top indie producers 
in Hollywood are expected to pave 
the way for other film producers to 
turn their attentions to TV. With 
television confidently expected to 
devour more film in a year than is 
presently turned out by all the 
Hollywoed studios combined, TV 
spokesmen believe it’s only a mat- 
ter of time until even the major 
companies start lensing films for 
video. To date, several top indies, 
including Selznick, Argosy (John 
Ford-Merian Cooper), ete., have 

(Continued on page 63) 
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Soviets Demand U.S. Pact Revision 
Before Allowing Impert of Films 


Moscow, Aug. 30. + 


Release of American pictures in | 
Russia will likely be held up fur- | 
| 
ther since authorities reportedly 
are demanding revision of a 1948 
pact made with Eric Johnston, 
head of the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America. Exact nature of their 
demands are undisclosed, but they 
flatly refuse to take any films un- 
til the MPAA chief consents to cer- 
tain changes in the deal. 


Johnston’s initial arrangements 
called for submission of 100 films 
to the Soviet Ministry of Cinema- 
tography for approval. Ministry 
was to select a minimum of 20 


prints to be exhibited the first year 
and thereafter the deal was to be 
continued on a _ picture-to-picture 
basis. 

Agreement stipulated that all 
product was to be bought at a flat 
sum with payment to be made in 
dollars in New York. Louis Kan- 
turek, eastern European supervisor 
for the Motion Picture Export 
Assn., recently delivered prints for 
the first 24 features for the minis- 
try’s scrutiny. He has since re- 
turned to Frankfurt where he’s 
currently conferring with Irving 
Maas, MPEA veepee and general 
manager, regarding the impasse. 

Maas to Frankfurt 
Paris, Aug. 30. 
Irving Maas, veepee and general 


manager of the Motion Picture 
Export Assn., left London Satur 
day (27) for Frankfurt, where he 


is scheduled to meet the MPEA’s 
eastern European supervisor, 
Louis Kanturek. Latter recently 
returned trom Moscow, where he 
delivered the first batch of Amer- 
ican films for Soviet selection un- 
der a 1948 agreement arranged 
by Eric Johnston. 

Maas, it’s understood, will re- 
main about 10 days in Germany 
prior to planing direct to the U.S. 
Enroute to Frankfurt he made a 
short stopover here to huddle with 
the MPEA’s representative in Ger- 


many Marian F. Jordan. He also 
spent every minute interviewing 


available execs on the continental 
situation, despite the warm Au- 
gust weekend. 


Cantor, RKO Sued 
On Plagiarism Rap 


Los Angeles, Aug. 30. 


Emerson Treacy, screen actor 
and writer. filed suit for $150,000 
against Eddie Cantor and RKO, 
charging plagiarism. 

Plaintiff declares his screenplay, 
“Isabella’s Pawn Ticket,’ was re- 
written as a musical comedy, “Hail 
Columbia,” for Cantor, and later 
used as the basis of the RKO 
picture, “If You Knew Susie,” re- 
leased in 1948. 








- P ‘ 
lire Hits Bevhills 
Wm. Morris Office 
Beverly Hills, Aug. 30. 

Valuable manuscripts, records 
and tape recordings were destroyed 
by fire in an annex of the William 
Morris Agency. Records, damaged 
by flame, smoke and water covered 
a period of 21 years. 

Damage to the building itself 
was slight. according to Abe Last- 
fogel. who ordered immediate im- 
mediate rebuilding. 





Autry’s Quickie 
Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
Gene Autry plays a guest 
role in the Bob Hope starrer, 
“Fancy Pants,’ at Paramount. 
Autry gallops te Hope's res- 
cue and gallops right out again. 





Italian Film Stars May 
Head Legit Unit to Tour 


U.S. Key Cities Next Year 


Rio de Janeiro, Aug. 23. 

Italian film stars such as Anna 
Magnani and Aldo Fabrizzi may ap- 
pear in key cities of the U. S. next 
year as part of a legit unit headed 
by Ruggiero Ruggieri, if plans of 
local impresario Dante Viggiani 
materialize. Latter is sponsoring 
the current Brazilian tour of Rug- 
gieri 


In view of Ruggieri’s success in | 


Argentina and Brazil, Viggiani feels 
that an American venture would 
be financially sound, inasmuch as 
the U. S. has a large Italian-speak- 
ing population, as have the two 
South American countries. 

Arrangements for the projected 
tour are now being worked out here 
by Viggiani’s American rep, Marcel 
Ventura, and Italian producer 
Stefani Miraglia. Contemplated 
swing through the U. S. reportedly 
would be the first of its kind for 
an Italian theatrical troupe since 
the trouping of Eleanora Duse 
more than 20 years ago. 





° ~ ° 
Selznick Sets Prize For 

Best Yearly Goodwill Pic 
Venice, Aug. 22. 

At a press dinner last night (21) 
in Venice city hall, producer David 
O. Selznick announced his inten- 
tion of donating a yearly prize to 
the film made in Europe by a Eu- 
ropean and_ presented in the 
United States during the preceding 
year which “constitutes the most 
notable contribution towards com- 
prehension and cooperation  be- 
tween free and democratic people.” 
The winning picture, starting in 
| 1950, will be shown each year at 
the Venice Film Festival. 

Selznick emphasized the _ fact 
that he is placing full responsibil- 
ity for the award in the hands of 
a special jury, which will be made 
up of North and South American 
personalities having no financial or 
commercial connection 
| film industries. 





Zanuck Delayed 
Paris, Aug. 30. 
Twentieth-Fox’s 
pean locationers is likely to keep 
company 
Zanuck here for some time. 
Meanwhile. Louis D. Lighton 
and Henry Hathaway, producer 
and director. respectively, of the 
firm's recently completed ‘The 
Black Rose.’ have’ arrived to 
screen the pie for Zanuck. 


Jones’ Glasgow Bot 
Glasgow, Aug. 22. 
Allan Jones, singing numbers 
from films he’s made, scored 
here tonight at the Empire when he 
opened with his wife. Irene Hervey. 


Hle was called back for repeated | 


encores. 
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377th Week! 





with the! 


flock of Euro-) 


production head Darryl | 


3,836 Performances 
All-time long run record in tke 


legitimate theatre. 

KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 
Completes 7 run El Capitan 
Theatre, Hollywood, August 27. 
OPENS Ziegfeld Theatre, N. 

Spt. 6. 


Miami Theatres, 
Cafes Stay Open 
In Hurricane 


Miami Beach, Aug. 30. 

| First of the big blows this year 
hit south Florida on Friday (26), 
but damage to the Miami area was 
negligible, though the Palm 
Beaches were hard hit. 

| With the greater Miami area ex- 
| periencing minor winds (53 miles 
per hour at the height), the upper 
reaches of the “gold coast,’ espe- 
cially around the Lake Worth-Palm 
Beach sector, were belted by 125- 
mile winds that wrecked many 
wooden structures and ripped the 
roof off the Palm theatre, West 
Palm Beach. 

In the Miamis, most clubs and 
all theatres remained open, though 
drawing sparse business. 
casualty was patronage, when visit- 
ing Veterans of Foreign Wars reps 
left town in a hurry on news of the 
impending windstorm. Biz, how- 
ever, picked up over the weekend 
for majority of clubs and cocktail- 
eries. 

With most of the bigger cafes 
and lounges closed further up the 
Gulfstream (Palm Beaches and 
other coastal towns), there were no 
complaints. Most of the wreckage 
was to homes, citrus packing 
houses, hotels and trailer camps. 

Storm came unusually early in 
| the “season,” with most of the 
| Miami area operations readying for 
| at least another blow. 


| 
‘METRO AUDITIONING 
DIRECTOR CRABTREE 


Legit director Paul 
will visit the Coast next week as 
a “guest” of Metro He has been 
invited for a confab with produc- 
tion chief Dore Schary that may 
lead to a pact as a director at the 
studio. 

Crabtree has staged a number of 
plays for the Theatre Guild, the 
most recent being “Silver Whis- 
tle.” He has been directing at the 
| Westport, Conn., strawhatter this 
summer. Among plays he did 
there was his own “A Story For 
a Sunday Evening.” 


vear 
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| Unkindest Cut 
Tel Aviv, Aug. 30. 

U. S. columnists Louis 
Sobol and Earl Wilson. and 
VaARIETY’s editor, Abel Green, 
may not Know it, but some of 
the local film-press bunch had 
been built up for a gander of 
their unphotogenic and ~ un- 
histrionic talents by United 
Artists which has been her- 
alding the occasion as part of 
the trailerizing for “Copa- 
cabana.” 

Unkindest cut to all, how- 
ever, was imposed by the 
Israeli censors, who nixed Car- 
men Miranda's hip-swinging 
scene in the film on the 
grounds of “suggestiveness.” 
Since this is the scene where 
Miss Miranda supposedly audi- 
tions her stuff to impress the 
three American newspaper- 
men, playing themselves as 
Sages of the saloon circuit, 
with the cut also went their 
local cinematic debuts. 


Worst | 


Crabtree | 


Philly’s ‘Love That Legion’ as Vets 
Pour in Welcome 


Convention Coin 





Adler’s Gala 


Paris, Aug. 30. 
Larry Adler 





gala performance, 
| franc fee. 

| Opened at Gaumont 
| Paris, Aug. 27 for a month. 





| England ‘Too Rugged’ 
For Pic Production, So 


| 


| Borzage Back to H’wood 


com- der 


Film production by U. S. 


panies in England received a Sl- 
panning 
producer-director 


multaneous boost and 
this week by 
Frank Borzage and actor Johnny 
Weissmuller, who returned from 


Europe Monday (29) aboard the 


| nied by their agent, Bo Roos. 
| Borzage had flown over to scout 
‘the possibilities of filming his pro- 
jected “Mark of Capt. Kidd 
abroad. After looking over the 
situation, however, he nixed the 
idea, claiming production condi- 
tions are “too rugged.” Film, he 
pointed out, calls for the ~ same 
lavish Technicolor production as 
his recent “Spanish Main” and he 
would rather trust it to Hollywood. 
As a result, he'll lens the picture 
on the Coast and plans to hud- 
dle with agent Charles K. Feld- 
man on his return to Hollywood 
to set up a releasing deal, possibly 
with one of the major companies. 
Weissmuller, on the other hand, 
plans to shoot one of his “Jungle 
Jim” series in England, utilizing 
frozen funds accumulated by the 
first two films in the series that 
have played there. Ex-swim champ 
is partnered with producer Sam 
Katzman in the outfit, which re- 
leases through Columbia. Weiss- 
muller starts the third “Jim” pic- 
ture on the Coast tomorrow 
(Thurs.), immediately after his 
return from N. Y. 


NEW FRENCH TALENT 
_ SCARCE, SCOUTS AGREE 


Paris, Aug. 30. 
| After surveying the local scene, 
impresario Sol Hurok as well as 


MCA veepee Charles Miller and | 


other scouting visitors concur that 
'there’s no visible new sock talent 
_in the French capital. Despite the 
| generally bleak outlook here, Hu- 
Tok found things rosier in Italy, 
'where he signec a 25-piece accor- 
dion orchestra which specializes in 
classical and folk music. 


Aside from acquiring a Ruman- 
ian-born Chaliapinish singer known 
as Christoff, Hurok previously 


picked up Britain’s Sadler Wells | 


Ballet for a U. S. tour and also 
inked the Luton Girls Choir for a 
60-day swing through both America 


and Canada starting April 1, 1950. | 


Recuperating from a broken collar- 
bone sustained in a recent fall, he 
sailed today (Tues.) from Havre 


for New York on the Ile de France. | 





— Garfield’s Zanuck Pic 


; John Garfield, who’s been spend- 
ing the summer with his family at 
Fire Island, N. Y., since returning 
from Europe, left yesterday (Tues.) 
for the Coast for work on the 


| Darryl! Zanuck production, “The 
| Big Fall,” for 20th-Fox. Pic is 


Casey Robinson's adaptation of the 
Ernest Hemingway racetrack story, 
“My Old Man.” Robinson did some 
background shooting already this 
summer for the pic, around the 


Paris tracks. Micheline Prelle 
(formerly Presle) will play op- 
posite. 


_ Garfield said before leaving that 
it was a one-film deal, and that 
he’d be back in N.Y. thereafter to 
look for a stage stint. His wife 
and family remain in N.Y. Actor 
had some radio recording assign- 
ments in N.Y. last week, too. 





Bemelmans as Actor 
Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
; Ludwig Bemelmans turns actor 
in Metro’s “Asphalt JungTe,” John 
Huston directing. 


Palace, 


played Sporting | Philly would play host 
Club, Monte Carlo, Aug. 26 for'| 0 
for a 250,000 


same plane. They were accompa- | 


‘they are particularly good. 


+ By JERRY GAGHAN 


Philadelphia, Aug. 30, 
The American Legion may have 
received bad raps elsewhere but 


the ga 

| whenever it gets the chance. ~ 
50,000 visitors brought in by th 
31st annual Legion get-together = 
unloosed a iot of fresh coin for 
these parts. - 
| The veterans organization. 


| ingly affected by adverse public 
in recent years (notably jn New 
York), has done a policing iob 0 
its delegates and friends but ee 
so much as to cut out the carnival 
spirit that has taken over al of 
mid-town Philadelphia. In the or. 


named, the conventio ‘ 
proved a windfall to the boa 
bars, taprooms and cafes. the 
restaurants, drugstores, film houseg 
/and whatever other merchandising 
establishments the visitors happen 
to hit. 

Means Plenty Bucks 

Any town that doesn’t want 
thousands of guys on the loose just 
isn’t open for trade. Despite the 
usual glumming about the Size of 
tips in taxis and cafes, the genera] 
trend to draught beer and the cys. 
tomary moaning of movie moguls 
it is apparent to every onlooker 
that the Legion means plenty 
bucks. The boys and girls are way. 
ing it around and looking for places 
to put it. 

Film houses are clocking up an 
exceptional week for the end 6f 
August, although to hear the com- 
plainers, the Legion is cutting 
down trade by shooing off locals 
that might normally travel into 
town. One thing militates against 
top film business—the parades, of 
which the Legion has plenty, and 
which naturally keep customers out 
in the open. 

With President Truman as the 
headliner, the Legion brought into 
town a complement of show busi- 
ness personalities. Mr. Truman 
flashed in and out for the opening 
of the convention yesterday (29), 
but the National Commanders 
Dinner in the Bellevue-Stratford 
counted such show world personali- 
ties as Edgar Bergen. Morton 
Downey, Kitty Kallen, Ray Noble, 
Mario Lanza and Kathryn Grayson, 
Metro plavers here for the pre- 
miere of their new pic, ‘“That Mid- 
‘night Kiss,” which opens at the 
Boyd Saturday (3). 

TV-AM Coverage 

Television and AM coverage’ of 
the convention have been worked 
out fully by the local outlets. 
WPTZ, NBC television affiliate, 
picked up the President’s Conven- 
_tion Hall address for al] local video 
‘stations and passed it on to WFIL- 
TV and WCAU-TV. A union dis- 
pute was responsible for the pool- 
ing arrangement. WPTZ employees 
are signed up with IATSE, which 
is the boss union at Convention 
Hall. WCAU-TV uses the rival 


(Continued on page 61) 


British Story Supply As 


Cold as Frozen Pounds 
Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

| Despite the fact that they can be 
bought with frozen pounds, Holly- 
wood studios have found virtually 
nothing that interested them 
among British plays and_ books. 
Story editors for the major com- 
' panies declare that English writers 
are turning out just as little in the 
way of acceptable screen materia 
as has been published in this 
country since the war 
It was expected that there would 

be a large increase in the quantity 
of British material acquired by 
the studios as a result of the Anglo 
American Film Agreement 0 
March, 1948. That specifically 
listed the purchase of story ProP- 
erties as one of the methods by 


which the cold storage sterling 
could be thawed. Story eds, ord 
result, have been culling the field, 

tually 


but have come up with vir é 
nothing since the pact became e 
fective. 

Even though yarns can be bought 
relatively cheaply with the — 
pounds, it’s not profitable unle 

as one 


out, because 
,em in Holly- 

» In other? 
so high 
pargaln 
a top- 


story exec pointed 
“vou can’t produce tl 
wood for frozen pounds 

words, production costs are 
that a story bargain is no 
unless it can be turned into 


Writer arrives here next week. | notch picture. 
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Young Woolworth Scion and Rathvon 


Come Through With Fresh BR. for EL 


Eagle Lion took its first big step 
towards solving its product prob- 
lem this week when Robert Young 
and other backers of EL, including 
Alan P. Kirby, Woolworth heir, 
agreed to advance the company 
new funds for primary financing 
of indie-made pix. Reportedly, 
Young, who is controlling stock- 
nolder of Pathe Industries, EL’s 
parent company, and his syndicate 
have put up $1,000,000 in immedi- 
ate cash and promised to furnish 
an additional $5,000,000 in the way 
of a revolving production fund. 

N. Peter Rathvon, former RKO 
prez who heads Motion Picture 
Capital Corp., an outfit lending 
“risk money,” is tied to the new 
financing plan in a manner not en- 
tirely clear to the trade. Rathvon, 
according to an EL announcement, 
will supervise the new coin and de- 
termine what pix packages and 
producers should be bankrolled 
and given EL releasing facilities. 

While Rathvon has stressed that 
his outfit is free to finance other 
than EL product, it is reported 
that his four bankrolled produc- 
tions, two of which are now in the 
can, are heading for EL release 
It is understood that out of the 
$1,000,000 cash posted by Young, et 
al., $500,000 has been advanced to 
Rathvon as primary financing for 
his two uncompleted films. Report- 
edly, the money was loaned with 
the two finished features, George 
Pal’s “Ruppert”? and Alan LeMay 
aud George Templeton’s ‘“Sun- 
downers,’”’ deposited as security. 

Rathvon Dickers 

Adding credence to these reports 
is the fact that Rathvon was re- 
cently dickering for United Artists’ 
release for his four films while, at 
the same time, seeking additional 
funds to get his last two features 
under way. After UA dickers fell 
through, Rathvon turned to EL 
and it is believed the final complex 
deal represents an expansion of his 
original proposition. 

Queried by VARIETY, Rathvon, 

(Continued on page 22) 


Par Clicks in N.Y. With 
Dualer Reissues at Art 
Houses as Linguals Fade 


Paramount’s experiment in get- 
ting out a flock of reissues on a 
limited basis for art theatre con- 
sumption took off to a flying start 
this week. With its first two pack- 
ages doing strong business in New 
York, it now looks like the prac- 
tice may spread to other distribs. 
Twentieth-Fox, for one, will test 
the New York area with a Will 
Rogers dualer within the next few 
weeks. 

Opening last Tuesday (23) simul- 
taneously at the Lopert-operated 
55th Street Playhouse and 5th 
Avenue Playhouse, first Para- 
mount dualer, “The Scoundrel” 
and “Crime Without Passion,” 
Played to capacity business during 
the week. Second package, con- 
sisting of two Marx Bros. oldies, 
Animal Crackers” and “Duck 
Soup,” is scoring big at the Goth- 
am, a Brandt house. Latter dualer 
teed off Saturday (27). Handsome 
$14,000 gross is expected. 

Marx Bros. revival also goes into 
Harry Brandt's Flamingo, Miami, 
and Tran$-Lux, Boston, this week. 
For its third entry, Par is grooving 
a Marlene Dietrich dualer, ‘“De- 
sire” and “Shanghai Express,” to 
the DuPont, D. C., art house op- 
trated by Ilya Lopert. 

Understood that Par’s  ex- 
ee are currently conducting 
ped to determine how many 

eseaters are likely to book the 
approximately 30 reissues which 
Meac any plans to bring out. 
its aie, Par is going slowly on 
th ests, holding down reissues to 

'ree-four prints, 

Fy flyer in reissues is aimed 

* po extra coin because of 
oe a dearth in foreign-lan- 

“ Poe Art houses, particularly 
en deni. chain, has put the bee 
and on to dust off old classics 
Seater nd hen through the sure- 
regular ¢. 2S 4 Substitute for the 

Swar foreign fodder. 





+ 





Skouras Spanks Manky 


Twentieth-Fox producer-di- 
rector Joseph L. Mankiewicz 
talked out of turn when he 
claimed in a recent Life mag- 
azine story that the average 
exhibitor is no more than a 
real estate operator. That is 
the opinion of 20th prez Spy- 
ros P. Skouras, who declared 
yesterday (Tues.) that Man- 
kiewicz, who is on 20th’s pay- 


roll, was obviously  unin- 
formed on the situation. 
Skouras pointed out that 
Mankiewicz can’t know the 
average exhibs’ problems 
since he has never been one 


himself. “If it were not for ex- 
hibitors,” Skouras added, 
“Mankiewicz would find him- 
self ou. of a job.” 








Skouras Urges 
U.S. to Help In 
Foreign Prod. 


Twentieth-Fox prez Spyros P. 
Skouras, just returned from a two- 
and-a-half month tour through 


most of Europe and the Near East, | 


declared yesterday (Tues.) that 
American film companies’ must 
help promote local film production 
in foreign countries. That, he 
said, will be the chief factor in any 


easing by foreign governments on | 


their restrictions on the _ remit- 

tance of dollar earnings. 
Speaking at a homeoffice press 

interview, Skouras also advocated 


a series of meetings among both | 


government and film execs from 


_all countries to work out the cur- 


rency problems, similar to that 


| planned for the Anglo-U. S. Film 
; Council. 
| production abroad, he cited 20th’s 
| current operations in France and 
Company now has a deal. 


As for promoting local 


Spain. 
with French producer Paul Graetz 
for two films and with Spanish 
producer Frederico Ariza for four 
a year. Under the deal, 20th 
finances 75° of the production 
budgets, with the foreign produ- 
(Continued on page 25) 


Ultimate Choice Of 
TV Programs Seen 
Available to Exhibs 


Washington, Aug. 30. 
Exhibitors featuring theatre 
television eventually will have 
their choice of a number of pro- 
grams, which will compete for 
playing time on the basis of their 
cost and merit the same as feature 
films today. That is the opinion 
of the Society of Motion Picture 
Engineers, as detailed in a brief 
filed this week with the Federal 
Communications Commission. 
Brief contained the SMPE’s an- 
swers to the six questions on thea- 
tre TV submitted by the FCC last 
June. SMPE’s replies cover mostly 
the technical aspects of the new 
(Continued on page 22) 








Await Henry to Screen 
‘Sword’ for Brit. Exhibs 


London, Aug. 30. 

Screening of Universal's “Sword 
in the Desert” for the Cinemato- 
graph Exhibitors Assn. has been 
delayed several weeks because of 
the absence of Ben Henry, U’s Brit- 
ish chief. Henry is vacationing at 
Lake Como, Switzerland, and is not 
expected back until the second 
week in September. 

Film depicting the Jewish fight 
in Palestine against the British 
caused a furore last week when 
Henry screened “Sword” for Brit- 
ish critics. CEA wants to view the 
| pic before taking a stand. 





ONLY 


NY. 


The loud shouts of praise which | 


most American critics have 
sounding for the past five 
for almost any foreign film—in con- 
trast to the Hollywood variety— 
have died away to a whisper. While 
most of the pic reviewers and com- 
mentators are still referring to the 
; overseas product as the ultra in 
| filmmaking, check of their own no- 
| tices shows that they are finding 
mighty few of the English, French, 
Italian or other foreign-mades to 
their liking. 


been 
years 


Survey by Variety shows that 
in the eight months of 1949 that 
|ended this week only two of the 


imports that opened in New York 
got anything like wholehearted ap- 
proval from newspaper and mag 
critics. They are J. Arthur Rank’s 
| “‘Quartet” at the Sutton and the 
French-made “Devil in the Flesh” 
(“‘Le Diable au Corps”) at the Paris. 
That ratio of praise to pan is 
undoubtedly lower than the propor- 
| tion of good to bad product that 
the same reviewers adjudged in 
| Hollywood’s output. Nevertheless, 
| apparently unmindful of this fact— 
the memory of the numerous 


| in 
topnotch British, French and Ital- 
ian pix which hit this country in 
the three years immediately fol- 
lowing the war—the critics are 
writing as though firstrate films in 
such quantity were still coming. 
Evidences of this kind ef living in 
(Continued on page 22) 


Danny Kaye on the Cuff 


Offered by WB in Pic’s 
Sales Pitch; Other Lures 


| With personal appearances of 
junketing Hollywood stars reach- 
ing epidemic proportions, Warner 
Bros. has come up with the star 
trek as an inducement for grab- 
bing off choice playing time in 
deluxe showcases. WB's | sales 
force is currently offering Danny 
Kaye, one of the top-paid U. S. 
performers, cuffo to exhibs in a 
number of situations on the con- 
dition that “The Inspector Gen- 
eral,” Kaye’s first Warner pic, is 
booked for select, holiday time. 





Offer involves Kaye making ap-| 
pearances for an entire day—that 


of the opening of the film—at the 
particular house in question. Comic 
will hit the road for personals in 


'a number of spots timed of with! 


| 

‘the film. 

| Indicating a further swing to 

| junketing, Metro, last holdout, is 

now tieing into the practice with 

the same intensity as other majors. 
(Continued on page 22) 


“BUBBLE B 


URSTS 








Untimely Visit 
Chicago, Aug. 30 

A Chicago lawyer, repping a 
local drive-in in a suit against 
the majors, slapped subpoenas 
on RKO prexy Ned E. Depinet, 
Metro distrib vice-prexy Wil- 
liam F. Rodgers and 20th-Fox 
general counsel Austin C. 
Keogh as soon as the trio came 
to town for the public relations 
conference. 


Lawyer springing the juris- 
dictional trap was Seymour 
Simon, for the South Bend 


Auto Drive-In. 


Commerce Dept. 
To Assist Films 


Internal Relations 


Washington, Aug. 30. 
The Dept. of Commerce is ex- 
pected to throw its full weight be- 





hind a move for better relations 
between the various branches of 
the film : dustry. First tangible 


step in that direction, it is report- 
ed, will be a proposal for an all- 
industry arbitration system by 
Secretary of Commerce Charles 
Sawyer. The cabinet member is 
expected to voice his proposal at 
the Los Angeles convention of the 
Theatre Owners of America where 
he will be an invited speaker. 

It is said that Sawyer is current- 
ly working on an arbitration sys- 
tem patterned after those adopted 


by other industries. Since the 
Commerce dept. concerns itself 
with the business of the nation, 


Sawyer does not consider his ac- 
tion far afield. 
Commerce chief reportedly will 
(Continued on page 56) 


Gable, Lana Teamed 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

Metro will team Clark Gable and 
Lana Turner again after a long 
screen separation in ‘Nothing 
Doing,” slated for filming early 
next year, with Preston Sturges 
directing his own screenplay. 

Gable-Turner duo has not ap- 
peared together since they made 
“Homecoming” several years ago. 





” 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Many Firstruns Await Labor Day Week—‘Feeling’ 
Moves Up to First; ‘Bovary’ Cops Third 


Current week at the principal 
firstruns nation-wide is an_ in- 
between session prior to Labor Day 
weekend and unveiling of much 
strong fall product. Few of recent 
heavy grossers or newcomers are 
doing as well as last stanza. 

“It's a Great Feeling’ (WB), 
which was a_ strong second last 
round, is taking over national lead- 
ership by a wide margin. Closest 
'competitor is “Good Old Summer- 
time” (M-G), comparatively modest 
in contrast to “Feeling.” 

Third place is going to “Madame 
Bovary” (M-G), just getting around 
this week. Fourth money is being 
copped by “Black, Magic” (UA) 
first last stanza. “‘Great Sinner”’ 
(M-G) is winding up fifth while 
“Tost Boundaries” is taking sixth 
spot. 

“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) and 
“You're My Everything” (20th 
round out the Big Eight list in that 
order. Best runner-up pix are 
“Great Gatsby” (Par), “Once More, 
My Darling” (U) and “Slattery’s 
Hurricane” (20th). 

“J Was Male War Bride” (20th) 
and “Jolson Sings Again” (Col), 
, which teed off big last session, 


again are coming through this 
week. Latter is hanging up a new 
high in Chi while “Bride” looms 


sock in N. Y. “Rope of Sand” (Par), 


which ran four highly profitable 
weeks at N. Y. Paramount, is a 
strong entry in mild L. A. cur- 
rently. “Sword in Desert” (U) is 


going great guns in N. Y. 

“Top O' Morning,” another from 
Par stables, shapes up great in Chi 
and big in Denver. Bing Crosby 
opus opens today (31) at N. Y. 
Paramount. Another newcomer 
“Soft Touch” (Col) is mostly mild 
this round. “Yes Sir, That’s My 
Baby” (U), sock last frame, is hefty 
in Louisville and smash in Cincin- 
nati. 

“Any Number Play” (M-G) looms 
hot in Portland, Ore. “Susanna 
Pass” (Rep) is fine in Louisville. 
“Doolins of Oklahoma” (Col) looks 
solid in Cincy 

“Africa Screams” (UA) is pacing 
Minneapolis where it’s great with 
strong assist from stageshow. “Wiz- 
ard of Oz’ (M-G) is doing sock in 
Providence and looks great in 
Seattle. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 12-13). 
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i $15 a Year—320 Foreign 


KS IN Johnston Sounds Public Relations 
MONTHS Keynote: ‘Cease Intramural Feuds ; 


Name Depinet Permanent Chairman 


Chicago, Aug. 30 
‘We are often our own worst 
enemies,” MPAA president Erie 


Johnston declared here today (30), 
in making a plea to top filmites, 
assembled in Chicago to discuss 
overall publie relations, that they 
begin by ceasing intramural feud- 
ing. Delivering the conference’s 
keynote address. MPAA prexy as- 
serted, “This industry is as riddled 
with inter-industry strife as any I 
have ever seen.” 

Constant internecine sniping has 
resulted in four serious conse- 
quences, Johnston said. First is 
bad public relations, which results 
from “reckless and_ irresponsible 
statements from within our own 
ranks which may get publicity for 
their authors. I've been guilty my- 


self. I regretted it afterward. A 
family feud is always juicy read- 
ing, but it doesn’t inspire confi- 


dence among the neighbors.” 
Second consequence, MPAA top- 


per said, was an unjust divvy of 
profits, which hurts the whole in- 
dustry. Third is that “squabbles 


have made our industry most law- 
suit ridden in the country—a law- 
(Continued on page 20) 


Catholic Reviewers Are 
‘Objective’ About Pvt. 
Lives of Film Stars 


Chicago, Aug. 30. 

In an unusual statement, Mrs. 
James F. Looram, Legion of De- 
cency chairman of reviewers, said 
the private lives of certain film 
stars were not a matter of the Le- 
gion’s scrutiny and that pictures 
were reviewed objectively. She 
said that the Legion would try and 
counteract any action taken against 
the showings of “Joan of Arc” 
which has been subject to individ- 
ual pressure in certain areas, sup- 

(Continued on page 56) 
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Wanger’s Joan’ Doing Smash Biz 


Abroad, Helping Offset Domestic Lag. 


of+ 
Walter Wanger’s “Joan of Arc” are | 


Smashing overseas grosses 
helping the Ingrid Bergman starrer 
dig itself out of the hole caused by 
its costly production plus distribu- 
tion nut. 
has been doing only moderate do- 
mestic business, if judged by its 
negative cost, which exceeded $4,- 
000.000, ‘‘Joan”’ now taking on 
the appearance of one of the peak 
foreign earners. Only hurdle which 
may prevent the spectacle from re- 
covering its heavy nut are the crip- 
pling currency restrictions In most 
foreign countries. 

In the six overseas spots where 
the film has already preemed, it 
has consistently racked up healthy- 
to-spectacular grosses. Pic’s draw 
in foreign countries is no surprise 
to RKO-ers, since it parlays the 
Bergman name, an international 


IS 


flavor and an epic particularly ap- 


pealing to Catholic nations. 
Irgicating its strong pull in non- 
Catholic as well as Catholic coun- 


tries. “Joan” opened this week at 
the Century theatre, Sydney, Aus- 
tralia, with a big take despite 
mixed reviews. Prospects of a long 
run on the Aussie Hoyt circuit 
showcase are good. Three-month 
run at the Pavilion, London, has 


already been registered, with a gen- 
eral release over the Odeon circuit 
at favorable terms in the fall now 
slated. 

In Dublin “Joan” did 
months at the Metropole. In its 
other three engagements at Port 
au Prince. British Guiana and the 
Barbados. film played day-and-date 
in two “A” houses in each 
tion. Business was strong in each 
of the Caribbean sectors. 


a big two 


RKO is plunging heavily on its 
Continental ad budget to pave the 


way for the film’s mass European 
preem in October Counting on 
tremendous earnings 
booked the film to open 
neously in every big European city 


west of the Russian line during the 
All major cities in France, 
Nether- 
lands. Scandinavia and Switzerland 
October 
is 
where some 
25 cities and towns will preem the 


month. 
Belgium. Spain, Portugal. 
the 
company 


are blanketed for 
drive. Additionally, 
concentrating on Italy. 


pic in October 


Mono’s British Prod. 
Teeoff Stalled Until 


Jan., Says §. R. Dunlap 
Originally due to start in Octo- 
in 
Britain likely won't get underway , 
until the first of the year according 
Dunlap, executive as- 
sistant to Mono prez Steve Broidy. | 
two-month 
junket to England. he said in New 
York last week that the company’s 
joint production pregram with As- 
sociated British Pictures Corp. had 
lack of 
space in the latter’s Elstree studios. 
inked long 
ago with ABPC, Monogram expects 
to turn out two Allied Artists pic- 
tures for its '49-'50 season at Els- 
Three stories are now being 
final decision 
to be made by Broidy prior to Jan. 
1 when the studio is expected to 
directors 
will also be selected by the com- 


ber, Monogram’s — production 


to Scott R. 


Just returned from a 


been moved back due to a 


Under an agreement 


tree. 
considered with the 


be available. Casts and 


pany chief. 


Meanwhile, Dunlap contemplates 
making two Allied Artists pix on 


his own in a 12-month period. At 
} 


least one of these, he said, will be 
Scripts for the 
duo haven't been decided upon as 
On the basis of his recent Els- 
tree inspection tour, the Monogram 
“well- 


filmed in Britain. 
yet. 


that 
was 


the 
humming 


exec declared 


equipped” plant at 


capacity and added that its modern 


facilities match most Hollywood 
lots. After a one-day stopover in 
New York for confabs with Broidy. 
he planed to the Coast Friday (26). 


U-I Speeds Shooting 


Hollywood. Aug. 30. 
Universal-International 
ping four pictures to start 
the next four weeks, in 
to the four currently facing 
lenses, with a number of 
slated to get the gun in November. 
Current activity on that lot con- 
trasts with the shutdown period 
last year. 





1S 


| 








While the RKO release | 


situa- 


company has 
simulta- 


prep- 
within 
addition 
the 
others 


A Kelly in Paris 


Hollyweed, Aug. 30. 

Gene Kelly, and possibly another 
Hollywood thesp. will be the only 
Americans in “An American in 
Paris,’ to be filmed in the French 
capital by Metro next January. 

Technicolor picture will be pro- 
duced by Arthur Freed with a 
French supporting cast. Plans call 
for daily shipments of film from 
Paris to London for the tinting 
process. 


Ill. Allied to Act 
On Films Over TY 


Chicago, Aug. 30 

Striking at a problem. which 
may meet with official action this 
fall, Van Nomikas, veepee of Allied 
Theatres of Illinois, last week said 
the continued release of recent 
product to television stations “was 
unfair to the main source of profit 


to the distributor.’ Comment was 
occasioned by schedule on video 
station WGN which has British 


product teeing-off Aug. 28 

As yet, nothing official has been 
done, but after Labor Day this item 
will receive consideration at the 
first fall meeting of Allied. 


10 ADDITIONS GIVE 
METRO 25 PRODUCERS 


Aug. 30. 





Hollywood, 


Ten producers added to the 
Metro roster in recent months 
make a total of 25 lined up to 


handle the studio’s program of 40 
features for 1949-50. Newcomers 
include Armand Deutsch, Z. Wayne 


Griffin, Voldemar Vetlugin, Val 
Lewton, Frank Taylor. Norman 
Krasna, Richard Goldstone, Nich- 


olas Nayfack, Chester Franklin and 
the producer-writer team of Nor- 
man Panama and Melvin Frank. 

Veteran producers on the Metro 
lot include Joe Pasternak, Arthur 
Freed, Jack Cummings, Clarence 
Brown, Robert Sisk. Sam Zimbalist, 
Sam Marx, William H. Wright, 
Pandro S. Berman, Carey Wilson, 
Leon Gordon, Edwin Knopf. Arthur 
Hornblow, Jr.. Sidney Franklin and 
Gottfried Reinhardt. 





EL Has Backlog of 15 
Pix: 4 New From Rank 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
With the acquisition of four J. 
Arthur Rank productions for U.S. 
distribution, Eagle Lion has a 
backlog of 15 pictures to tide over 
the current 


shutdown of produc- 


tion on the lot. Newly imported 
films include “The Gay Lady,” 
“Obsession,” “Spring in Park 


Lane” and ‘‘The Glass Mountain.” 

Eleven films previously on the 
list, including five from Rank, are 
“Against the Wind.” “A Place of 
One's Own,” “Weaker sex,” 
“Once Upon a Dream,” “Letter of 


Introduction,” ‘Trapped,’ ‘Port 
of New York,” “Zamba.” ‘The 
Fighting Redhead.” “Down Mem- 


ory Lane” and “The Story of GI 
Joe.” a re-release. 
Metro’s 7 Comedies 
Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

Seven comedies will have been 
turned out by Metro before the end 
of the year. To date, one is com- 
pleted, four are in work and two 
will start early in October. 

Ready for release is ‘‘Adam’s 
Rib.” Currently before the cam- 
eras are “Key to the City.” “Please 
Believe Me.” “The Big Hangover” 
and “The Yellow Cab Man.” Slated 


to start in October are “Father of 
the Bride” and “The Reformer and 
the Redhead.” 


Raibourn’s Return 
Paul Raibourn, Paramount 
and fiscal expert. planes ia 
York from London. Friday 
after a month's stay in Britain. 
Raibourn was studving the cur- 
rency situation in Britain with an 
eve to using Pars trozen pounds 
accumulated in the past year, 


Vp. 
New 


(2) 


ding 


Par at Full Speed 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
Film editors at Paramount are | 
working at top speed this week | 
with nine pictures in the clipping | 
process. 
That’s one-third more then the | 
number handled by that depart-| 
ment at this time last vear. 


Rhoden Relents, 
Won't Insist On 
Bid Disclosure 


Kansas Citv, Aug. 30 

Revolt against competitive bid- 
recently staged bv bigtime 
circuit operators led by Elmer C. 
Rhoden, head of Fox-Midwest 
chain, is sputtering out. Rhoden, 
who has been insisting that his 
circuit will not bid for product 
unless a distrib agrees to disclose 
the terms of a winning bid. has 
now relented. Circuit topper is of- 
fering bids in a number of situa- 
tions where he previously refused 
to buy competitively. 

Rhoden’s change in attitude ap- 
parently follows a recent huddle 
which he had with Charles Skou- 
ras, National Theatres head, in 
Los Angeles. Since no other NT 
exec took the same stand Rho- 
den, it is believed that he has with- 
jrawn his objections at the urging 
of Skouras. 

With Rhoden retreating from his 
skirmishes with major distribs on 
competitive bidding, it is expected 
that other big circuits that have 
objected to an extension of that 
method of selling product will also 
revamp their views. Number of 
the larger chains have recently 
been peeved because smaller 
houses have grabbed off choice 
product which ordinarily would 
have wound up with the circuit. In 
each instance, the small fry have 
outbid their larger competitor. 

Rhoden had declared at an ex- 
hib meeting here that he would 
insist on all winning bids being 
opened for inspection by a losing 
rival. Distribs, on their part, have 
refused his demands on the con- 
tention that such disclosures would 
pry the lid off business secrets 
which were no concern to anyone 
but the distrib and his customer. 

For a time, Rhoden refused to 
book product sold competitively 
by distribds in a number of his 
situations. 


RKO TO DISTRIBUTE 
WANGER’S GARBO PIC 


Hollywood. Aug. 30. 

Walter Wanger’s “Lover and 
Friend,” starring Greta Garbo 
and James Mason, will be released 
by RKO. It will be Miss Garbo’s 
first pic in eight years. Production 
starts Sept. 15 in Italy, 

Gusseppe Amato, Italian produ- 
cer, and Massamo Rizzoli. Italian 
industrialist, are associated with 





as 





Wanger and Eugene Frenke in the | 


production. Budget is set at $1,100,- 


000, with a third in dollars, two- 
thirds in frozen lire. 
Wanger, in N. Y.. planes to 


Rome shortly to join Miss Garbo, | 
director Max Opuls, Frenke and 
production manager Gordon Grif- 
fith. Film is an adaptation of 
Honore de Balzac’s novel “Duchess 
of Longeais.” 





H’wood Pix Cited As 
Aid in Teaching History 


Washington, Aug. 30. 

Hollywood films, especially ed- 
ited for classroom use, are proving 
effective in teaching history in 
schools throughout the nation. Lat- 
est to be released for this pur- 
pose are “The Howards of Vir- 
ginia,” “Wells Fargo,” “Tennessee 
Johnson,” “Brigham Young” and 
“Drums Along the Mohawk.” 

Naming of a special committee 
by the National Council for the 
Social Studies to cooperate with 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica In cutting feature pictures for 
school use, MPAA reveals. empha- 
sizes the importance of Hollywood 
films as an educational tool. The 
Committee, headed by Dr. William 
H. Hartley, of Towson State Teach- 
ers College, Towson. Md.. is work- 
ing closely with the Educational 
Services Department of MPAA and 
Pear hing Film Custodians. distri- 
bution affiliate, in excerpting pic- 
tures for classroom length. 


MPAA May Join With De Rochemont 


To Fight Southern ‘Boundaries’ Bay 





Another Circus Story 
Hollywood, Aug. 30. 


Columbia has sent writer Ralph 
Bettison to Gainesville, Texas, to 
gather material for “The Gaines- 
ville Story,” built around circus in 
which all 12,000 of town’s populace 
takes part annually. 

This makes three circus pix up- 


coming, including Cecil B. De 
Mille’s for Paramount and Burt 
Laneaster being starred for indie 
Norma Productions. ; os 


N.Y. Labs Renew 


Talks on Contract 


Reps of the majors’ lab com- 

panies in the east and lab tech- 
nicians Local 702 reopened inten- 
sive bargaining sessions this week 
for a new pact to cover approxi- 
mately 2,000 workers. Both sides 
agreed to remain in virtually con- 
tinuous session until a settlement 
reached. 
Current talks were paved last 
week by a meeting of Richard F 
Walsh, prez of Local 702’s parent 
body, the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees. and 
prexies of several major companies 
which operate labs in the east. It’s 
understood that agreement on the 
basics was reached at the latter 
meet. 

Local 702 is demanding a cut in 
working hours. Subsidiary de- 
mands call for a welfare fund and 





is 


increased vacation time. A re- 
fusal by the companies to meet 
the union’s proposals almost led to 
a walkout last month but Walsh's 
intervention led to resumption of 
talks. 

New contract would be retroac- 
tive to the middle of June 


Lawyers Settle With 


Sorrell, Union on Fees 


Los Angeles, Aug. 30. 

Herb Sorrell and the 
ence of Studio Unions made an 
out-of-court settlement with Frank 
Pestana and William Esterman. at- 
torneys, who had demanded $24.720 


Confer- 


‘for legal fees. Understood the 
settlement was for $15,000. 
Conference previously filed a 


‘counterclaim of $27,941, declaring 


the lawyers had withdrawn more 
than their salaries and expenses 
from union funds. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Robert Benjamin 
Jack Benny 

Irving Berlin 

Myrt Blum 

Frank Borzage 
Steve Broidy 
Bullets Durgom 
John Garth 3d 

Mrs. Henry Ginsberg 
Burl Ives 

John Joseph 

Sidney Kingsley 

Bo Roos 

Herber¢ P. Silverberg 
Michael Todd 
Michael Vallon 
Johnny Weissmuller 


Europe to N. Y. 


Marian Anderson 
Barney Balaban 
Sidney Bernstein 
Jack Bregman 
Caroline Burke 
Eugene Cohen 
Morton Downey 
Francois Dupree 
Jacques Fath 

Glenn Ford 

Sir Cedric Hardwicke 
Oscar Homolka 

Sol Hurok 

Hedy Lamarr 

Lesli Lear 

Gerald Mayer 
Charles Miller 

Mrs. Robert Montgomery 
George Raft 

Paul Raiburn 

Claude Rains 
Macgregor Scott 
Murray Silverstone 
Cornelia Otis Skinner 
Spyros P. Skouras 
Alida Valli 


¢ Motion Picture Assn. of 
may join with Louis de Roche 
in tests in Memphis and Atlange 
the censorship by which the met 
ducer’s “Lost Boundaries” (roe 
being kept from the screen sd ry 
sion as to how the MPAA can “por 
aid in the battle is expecte re 
come out of sessions probabl. C 
be held next week between” 
Association’s genera] counse] 
ney Schreiber, and de 
attorney in this 


Amerie, 


the 
Sid- 
Rochemon; 5 


} Matter, Judo 
Samuel Rosenman. udge 
Moral encouragement and 


promise of legal cooperation } 
already been given the produce. 
of the semi-documentary on “on 
Negro bias by Eric " Saleen 
MPAA topper, in reply to a Ta 
from de Rochemont. declared: “ 
have persistently fought against 
censorship on the screen, | am in 
complete accord with you that the 
motion picture as a great medium 
of communication is entitled to the 
same rights of freedom of expres. 
sion as press and radio. , , ] hope 
you will take legal action to protect 
those rights. In this ] have ip- 
structed our attorneys to Cooperate 
in any way they can.” 
Lawyers will 


. explore the ag. 
Vantages of the MPAA’s going 
. 

beyond mere cooperation 


actually joining in as a party to 
the action, as it did in Hal Roach’s 
suit against Memphis censor Lloyd 
T. Binford on “Curley.” Picture 
industry lost in the lower courts 
and case is now on appeal in the 
Tennessee Supreme court. It is 
listed for argument in October 
Johnston said last week. “We 
intend to see it through to the 
highest court in the land.” 

No financial arrangement 
been made as yet regarding the 
cost of the “Curley” action, since 
no bills have been submitted vet 
and the matter hasn’t arisen. How- 
ever, it is expected that MPAA 
members will share in the cost of 
the local Memphis counsel. Edward 
C. Raftery, of O’Brien. Drisco! 
Raftery & Lawler, who is repping 
the MPAA from the New York end 
is doing so as counse! for Unite 
Artists, the “Curley” distrib. It is 
expected that some. similar. ar- 
rangement might be made in the 
case of “Lost Boundaries” if the 
MPAA joins in. 

In any case, Rosenman will have 
complete access to the papers and 
experience of Raftery and _ the 

(Continued on page 20) 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Edna Best 
Eddie Cantor 
Joseph De Blasio 
Bruce Dodge 
Ibrahim Ezz-Eldin 
Cookie Fairchild 
Judy Garland 
Ray Golden 
Benny Goodman 
Edith Head 
Eunice Healey 
William Heineman 
Sonja Henie 
Boris Karloff 
Barrett Kiesling 
Jill Kratt 
Walter Lang 
Charles Le 
Joe Losey 
Joseph Mankiewicz 
Mary Mason 
Lon McAllister 
Ernest McChesney 
Howard S. Meighan 
Johnny Mercer 
John Monks, Jr. 
| Ken Murray 
Peter Opp 
Max Opuls 
Sidney Pink 
Irene Rich 
Jane Russell 
Taft Schreiber 
Lamar Trotti 
Joseph A. Walsh 
Fred Waring 
John F. Wharton 
Pat Williams 
Cobina Wright 
Herbert J. Yates 


N. Y. to Europe 


Robert Busch 
Jack Connolly 
Peter Scott _ 


— - — 


has 





Maire 








GONE 
Henry Morgas 
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TEEN-AGERS AS ROAD TO B.0. 








Blumberg Explains U-Rank Deals; 


Export Assn. Views It as ‘Violation’ 


Company prexies, after 
defense by Universal topper 
Nate Blumberg of his company’s 
recent deal with J. Arthur 
decided to throw to their lawyers 
the question of whether U violat 
ed the Anglo-American agreement. 
U’s arrangement with ange ogg 
1e 


a 


nates its payments into 

Pool” and bids fair to mark finis 
to that facet of the British-U. S. 
pact. 

Meeting as the board of the 
Motion Picture Export Assn. in 
New York last Thursday (25), the 
company chieftains listened at 
length to the explanations by 


Blumberg of the deal by which U 
will offset earnings of Rank pix 
in this country by using its frozen 
pounds to buy outright U. S. rights 
to them. 

Only exee who spoke out on the 
U side and backed Blumberg was 
Steve Broidy, prez of Monogram- 
Allied Artists. Rest generally took 
the attitude that U was violating 
the agreement, but there were 
none of the violent fireworks that 
were anticipated for the session— 
first one devoted to the subject 
since U foreign chief Joe Seidel- 
man made the deal on behalf of 
his company. 

While the presidents were criti- | 
cal of U on moral grounds, they 
admitted they were uncertain o 
the legalities involved. Thus, after 
the rather mild discussion, they 
agreed to turn the problem over 
to their lawyers with instructions 
to report back to them when they 
had decided whether U had violat- 


(Continued on page 22) 


Atlas Maintains Hold 
As Largest Corporate 
Owner of Film Stock 


Floyd B. Odlum’s Atlas 
held its ground over the past six 
months as probably the largest sin- 
gle corporate holder of film stock. 
Still retaining sizable blocks of 
both Paramount and Walt Disney 





Rank, | 


B | 


Corp. | 


hearing + 


Productions’ stock, semi-annual re- | 


port of the investment company, 


aired this week, discloses a $75,000 | tions by unaffiliated studios, > 


Rath- | 


stock interest in N. Peter 
von’s Motion Picture Capital Corp. 


It is the first official statement of | 


the Atlas interest in the recently 
formed unit, which bankrolls in- 
die production. 

Atlas motion picture holdings 
will be further boosted when RKO 
completes its reorganization under 
the anti-trust consent decree. Re- 
port shows that Atlas has com- 
mitted itself to acquire 69,300 
Shares of stock of the production- 
distribution unit on a ‘‘when, as 
and if issued” basis for $256,113. 
Shares are valued at $225,225, 
based on June 30 market quotes. 

In the half-year period, only sub- 
Stantial change of Atlas’ film hold- 
ings is in RKO. Holding company’s 
slice of RKO option warrants 
dipped from 317,812 owned at the 
end of 1948 to June 30 holdings of 
234,012. Value slid even more 


drastically from a $258,222 figure 


on Jan. 1 to $43,877 on June 30. 
Options expire Jan. 31, 1950. 

Atlas continues as largest single 
Shareholder in Paramount with a 
block of 50,000 shares. It also 
has 91,700 shares of Disney com- 
mon. Par holdings are valued at 
$1,012,500; Disney shares at $355,- 
337, Investment outfit also holds 
Disney Series “A” bonds with a 


face value of $308,500 and a mail- | 


et price of $228,290. 
Only other showbiz stock listed 
is — shares of Madison Square 
arden ey with a market tag 
of $103.1 ” 
Asset i of Atlas common on 
une 30 was estimated at $26.27 


per share, representing a_ slight 
Ne from $27.18 per share as 
Dec. 31, °48, During the six- 


— stretch, two quarterly divi- 
while of 40c per share were paid 
its © another is due Sept. 20. Cap- 
- and surplus amount to $51.- 
+982, of which earned surplus 


accounts for $16,737,875 and net 
in appreciation for $4,- 





Britain’s 500G Payment 


Payment to the majors this 


week of $500,000 by Britain 
represents the entire amount 
which the companies will re- 
ceive for the earnings of 
3ritish pix in America during 
the first year of the Anglo- 
American film pact. Sum, al- 


most in toto, was derived from 
what Universal remitted to J. 
Arthur Rank as the latter’s 
share of revenues on his er od- 


uct distributed in the U. S. by 
Universal. Of that total, 1 pies 
est part by far was derived 
from one film, Rank’s “Ham- 
let.” 

Since special deals which 
skirted the requirements of 
depositing earnings in the 
*“B” pool were made by other 


distribs on British pix, prac- 
tically no monies except those 


remitted by U landed in the 
pool. Incidentally, with the 
$500,000 now paid, American 


companies took out a total of 
$17,500,000 from Britain from 
June 1, 1948, to June 1, 1949. 








NLRB Orders 3 


Union Elections 
Among Painters, 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
NLRB in Washington has or- 
dered three types of bargaining 
elections among studio painters. 


|} —since 


| that 


oT FAITHFUL 














7 g 
a t ane ‘ 
In show biz’ perennial quest for 


the secret of a hit, numerous film 


producers were pondering this 
week whether the road to b.o. suc- 
cess might not be a direct and con- 
sclous appeal to the teen-age audi- 
ence. They were viewing the some- 


what phenomenal 
in the past 
Goldwyn’s * 


grosses piled up 
two weeks by Samuel 
Roseanna McCoy,” 

Goldwyn staffers 
admit “the picture 
good’’—wondering about 


them- 
not 
the 


selves is 


| only explanation that theatre oper- 


| ators have been able to give. 


| tronizing 


That 
is that the ratio of teen-agers pa- 
“Roseanna” is out of all 
proportion to the usual average for 
their houses 

Conclusion regarding 
bility of the high school and early 
college group for the film’s success 
fits in with two tenets long held by 


Dr. George Gallup’s Audience Re- 
search, Inc. Its surveys havVe con- 
| sistently shown that the teen-agers 


| theatregoers and that, 
the 19-year-old group leads | 
| all others in attendance. 

The second Gallup point—one of 


| of fact, 


| Eric 
| Assn. of America prexy, 


First is for 10 major studios, 
calling for yes or no answer to 
question as to whether painters | 


want repping by IATSE. Second, 
for painters working for independ- 
ent Motion Picture eeeeeeees | 
Assn., gives voters choice of IA, 
Local 644 of painters, or no union. | 
Third is for series of eight elec- | 


ing for yes or ‘no to IA. 
Painters employed as of a 


are the most frequent and faithful 


which it has made something of a 
preachment—is that profits do not 
lie in a producer's knocking him- 
self out trying to get into the thea- 
tre that portion of the public which 
infrequently buys a ticket or that 
doesn’t naturally take to his type 
pic. Producer can do much better, 
ARI claims, in spending the coin 
and extra steam on pitching to the 
natural easy-to-get group. 
Tougher to Get ’Em Post-30 
That’s a switch on a stand that 
Johnston, Motion Picture 
and many 
have taken as 


other industryites 


the result of another set of Gallup 


figures. These show that after 30, 


customers greatly slow up in thea-| 


(Continued on page 22) 








M-G Still Unsure 


On Appeal—Vogel : 


Chicago, Aug. 30. 


Metro has yet to make up its | 


26 who belong to 644 will be per-| mind on the important question of 


mitted to vote in unaffiliated elec-| whether the company will appeal | 


| tion. 





TOA Petitions FCC For 
Theatre Video Hearings 


Theatre Owners of America has 
petitioned the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission for public 
hearings on the assignment of ex- 
clusive channels for theatre tele- 
vision, it was revealed yesterday 
(Tues.) by TOA exec director 
Gael Sullivan. Move follows a 
similar step taken recently by the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
and presages an all-encompassing 
industry front for the allocation of 
such channels. 


TOA petition seeks no specific 
frequency assignments to any sin- 
gle exhibitor, Sullivan said, “but 
endeavors to obtain recognition 


by the FCC for the need of mak- 
ing an allocation so that exhib- 
itors, if they desire to do so in 
the future, might apply for in- 
dividual licenses.” Sullivan con- 
tinued: 


“This action was taken for the 
future protection of the industry 
in the development of this new 
medium, as well as profit if the 
developments in TV make it feasi- 


ble for us to participate in its 
growth. It involves no present 
commitment on the part of TOA 


to request theatre TV frequencies 
but seeks to 


as an organization, 
protect its membership, and that 
of other exhibitors, from having 


all available channels assigned to 


other forms of commu nications 
without an opportunity of being 
heard. 


to the U. S. Supreme Court from 
the complete divorcement ordered 
against it, Joseph Vogel, Metro’s 
theatre chief, revealed here. At 
the time, Vogel indicated the like- | 
lihood of an appeal. 

“We haven’t decided the ques- 


tion yet,’ M-G theatre topper 
said. “Mr. Schenck (Nicholas M. 
Schenck, company prez) has had | 


no chance to talk to Mr. 
(John W. Davis, trial counsel) and 
it will take some time yet to make 
up our minds. 

“However, as a layman,” Vogel | 
added, “I can hardly see that we | 
won't appeal. What have we ever 
done wrong in the operation of 
our theatres that has merited this 
decision against us?” 

Metro’s vote for or against ap- 
peal is considered the key to the 


| entire question so far as the com- 


pany’s co-defendants, 20th-Fox and 
Warner Bros., are concerned. Lat- 
ter two majors regard M-G in the 
strongest position and _ consider 
their chances nil if Metro decides 
against an appeal. 


British Films Council 


Nixes 30 Oldies on Quota 


London, Aug. 30. 

Stiffening its attitude, the Films 
Council today (Tues.) flatly re- 
jected 30 of 32 old British films 
which had been submitted for ex- 
tended quota life. Board members 
are insisting that the present 
quota can be adequately met from 
new films. 

In a further “get tough” stance, 
the Council is also considering 
steps to prosecute a number of 
exhibitors who defaulted in the 
fiscal year which ended September, 
1948. 





and | 


responsi- | 


as a matter | 





RKO Divorce Delay Aimed to Keep 
Co. in Black Via Theatre Earnings 





Choo-Choo Cycle? 


That old hand at the throt- 
tle, Casey Jones, looks certain 
for celluloid immortalization 
Warner Bros. last week 
came the fourth studio to get 
in line for a whack at a pi 
with that title. It has an origi 
nal yarn on which it wants to 


be 


hang the moniker of the 
famed engineer. 
Paramount got to the sta- 


tion 
to 


firs‘, however, according 
Johnston office title regis- 


| tration bureau, and has pri- 

ority with ownership of the 

original copyrighted yarn. It 

first registered it in 1938 and 

re-registered it last June 16. 

RKO and Edward Small are 
line WB. 


also in ahead of 


Odlum's Option 
On RKO Theatres 


Now in Dispute 


} 
| Howard Hughes’ nix last week 
of all offers for his RKO theatre 
|stock has thrown into further dis- 
pute the option that Floyd Odlum’s 





Atlas Corp. was granted on the 
|shares. Lawyers are reportedly | 
| again in a hassle, this time over 


whether Atlas still holds the option 
to buy at $4,500,000 or whether that 
was wiped out by Odlum’s refusal ' 
to meet the $6 a share bid $(5,575.,- 
000) of Stanley Meyer, Matty Fox, 
Cliff Work and their syndicate. 

In the meantime, the Meyer-Fox- 
| Work combo has not lost heart over 
| Hughes’ decision that he’ll “tem- 
|porarily” listen to no offers. They 
are underscoring that “temporar- 
ily’ and standing by to submit 
their bid when the RKO owner is 
|ready to listen again. How soon 
that will be hinges on his success 
in efforts to get the Federal court 


to extend the deadline from next | 


Nov. 8 the time he has to dispose 


lof RKO’s theatre holdings. 

It is believed that the Meyer 
group has an understanding with 
Hughes that when the 


‘sent decree into which he entered 
|with the Dept. of Justice—they will 
get a preferred whack at it. There | 
lis mutual! friendship between 
Hughes and Meyer and no recrim- 
ination by the latter at Hughes’ nix 


(Continued on page 25) 


TV Buying Roach’s Oldies 





Davis | 


But Not New Video Pix. 


Unable to get the price he wants 
for the 12 series of 26-minute TV 
films he planned, Hal Roach has 
| temporarily shelved them to turn 
'to one-minute spot commercial bus- 
iness. Vet comedy producer is of- 
fering his full studio facilities and 
experience to agencies for the spots 
and has already turned out some 
for Ovaltine and Chevrolet. 

Roach has made a sample film 
for each of the 12 comedy series 
| he was aiming for the TV market. 


+ 


| street and other 


Howard Hughes seeking 
delay in the divorcement date for 
RKO because the company, without 
support of theatre earnings, will 
show a loss at the end of the year 
The dominant stockholder in RKO 
is said to fear adverse stock reper- 
cussions against his production- 
distribution company at the outset 
of its solo activities unless it is 
given more time to overcome red- 
ink operations during the first half 
of the present year. His move for 
a postponement from the present 
Nov. 8 deadline, it is said, has 
little or no relation to his recent 
negotiations for the sale of his 
own theatre stock holdings 

Hughes wants to avoid the decla- 


is 


ration of a loss at the close of 
1949 because he is aware that in 
an uncertain stock market the 
announcement may have immediate 
effect in driving down the stock 
quotes. All profit returns of the 
company, as well as other majors 
going it without their theatre wing, 
will be carefully studied by Wall 


interests. 
If the deadline is extended past 
the first of next year, RKO will be 


| able to make its usual consolidated 
| report which merges both distribu- 


| 





inevitable | 
day comes that he must sell his cir- | of the difficulty in obtaining live 


|cuit stock—as per terms of the con- | shows and partly because of the 


| 


tion and theatre 
tion end of the company in the 
first half year has come up with 
a net of approximately $1,500,000. 
In addition, theatre wing took 
another $1,500,000 from the sale 
of its holdings in the Butterfield 
circuit. After payment of capital 
gains taxes, the sale price will 
total over $1,000,000. 

On the other hand, distribution 

‘Continued on page 25) 


Can. Nat’ Film Board 
| Sees TV Spurting Film 
Prod.; Asks Budget Boost 


Montreal, Aug. 30. 

In a 25,000-word brief before 
the Royal Commission on Arts and 
Science last Wednesday (24), the 
National Film Board in Ottawa in- 
timated it has no fear of the ad- 
vent of television in Canada. The 
NFB told the Commission that 
video programming would call for 
increased demand for film and 
that in Canada motion pictures 
would probably play a still greater 
part in. television, partly because 


returns. Exhibi- 





lack of relay facilities. 

To meet this coming demand, 
the NFB claims its budget set in 
1948 at $3,000,000 is not enough, 
and an increase must be made to 
expand the board's scope and ac- 
tivity, to bring all of its scattered 
studios into one central building 
and to increase its staff, which 
now numbers 540. 

The NFB also disclosed that 
since 1943 it had been supplying 
both the United Kingdom and the 
U. S. video outlets with Canadian 
film. During 1948, 72 Canadian 
subjects were given. television 
screenings 367 times. 

The Board is currently prep- 


| ping a series of five telefilms for 


They cost him about $10,000 each. | 


|He’s found, however, that there is 
| not that much coin available yet, 
although he’s willing to sell any of 
the series at cost, on a one-year 
basis. As a result, he is putting 
them aside until he feels the mar- 
ket is big enough to support this 
type product. 

Roach’s studio on the Coast is 
now given over to rental to a half- 
dozen or so TV producers. They’re 
far from making it pay for itself, 
but help him meet the overhead. 
He is also getting a large measure 
of income from some 600 features 
and shorts which he has made over 
a period of many years. Grace 
Rosenfield, his salse rep, is get- 
ting considerable revenue peddling 
|\them to TV, 35m reissue and 16m. 


the Dominion Travel Bureau to be 
used through U. S. outlets to pro- 
mote greater tourist business, 


WB’s Five Indies 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

Warners will release a minimum 
of 11 indie films, made by five 
companies, on its 1949-50 program. 
Companies currently working on 
the lot are Bryan Foy Productions, 
Cagney Productions, Norma Pro- 
ductions, Transatlantic Pictures 
— and United States Pictures, 
ne. 

Pictures in work or lined up by 
the indies are: Foy, “After Night- 
fall” and “The Gold Smuggling 
Story’); Cagney, “Only the Valiant” 
and “A Lion Is in the Streets”: 
Norma, “The Hawk and the Arrow” 
and “The Naked and the Dead”; 
Transatlantic, “Stage Fright” and 
“I Confess” (‘in England), and 
United States Pictures, “Rock Bot- 
tom,” “Narrow Margin” and ““Mur- 
der, Inc.” 
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HOW DO | ENTER? "neat 


Any theatre that plays “FATHER WAS A FULL- 
BACK” between September 28 — December 4 auto- 
matically qualifies for the All-American Premiere and is 
eligible for the showmanship prizes. 


WHAT DO | DO? 


Let yourself go! Open up with all of your showmanship 
ideas! You can put them all to work for this one — and 
how they'll pay off! Razzle-dazzle your town with your 
A All-American Premiere! Use the special marquee and 
: ey lobby accessories to glamorize your house! Make your 
Premiere the high-light of the football season! Local 
School Bands! Parades! Snake Dance! Cheer Leaders! 
Town Celebrities! Local Football Heroes! Every tow®: 
everywhere, gets the football fever! You don’t have to 
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IN THE EVENT OF A TIE, DUPLICATE PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED 





be a college town! Tie up with your local high school, elementary school, 
sandlot or semi-pro football team! Yeah team!!! 


HOW DO | DO IT? 


Build your premiere as a salute to your local football hero... Elect the 

most beautiful campus queen... Feature the coach and the coach’s wife 

...1f you have two or more local teams, play up the competitive spirit... 

Put the local football schedule on the back of your herald ... Tie up 

with your merchants on a “‘Back the Local Team” promotion campaign! 2 
SHOWMAN, TAKE IT FROM THERE! THE SKY’S THE 

LIMIT AND A BIG PRIZE IS THE REWARD! ' 


Send your campaign to 20th Century-Fox, 444 West 56th St., N. Y. C. 
The distinguished judges will award the prizes for the best and most 
productive advertising, exploitation and publicity campaign for the picture. 
Consideration will of course be given to the nature of the run, class of 
house, location, business produced, etc. Come one! Come all! And may 


the best Showman win! 





GO AFTER THAT PRIZE! Win a record gross for your theatre—and one of those 
big prizes for yourself! GET GOING! 


me ee ee ee HE Re FF ee Fem ER me ee ee OE A me ee be OS ee ne ee ee 


? g 
“Father Was A Fullback” 


All-American Premiere Contest 
20th Century-Fox, 
444 West 56th St., N. Y. 19, N. Y. 


Rush contest details and football sowrentr to: 
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For Full Details and 
complete rules, get the Im In! 


regular “FATHER WAS 
A FULLBACK” press- 















, book at your National NAME. 
| Screen Exchange. THEATRE 
ADDRESS . 





NOTE: /{ 7s not necessary lo send in this form to qualify. 
When vou book the picture you are automatically eligible. j 
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White Heat 


Warner Bros. release of Louis F. Edel- 
1an production Stars James Cagney, 
irginia Mayo; features Edmond O’Brien, 
Steve Cochran, Margaret Wycherly, John 
Archer. Directed by Raoul Walsh. Screen- 
play, Ivan Goff and Ben Roberts; sug- | 
gested by story by Virginia Kellogg; cam- 
era, Sid Hickox; editor, Owen Marks; spe- 
cial effects, Roy Davidson; music, Max 
Steiner; asst. director, Russell Saunders. 
Tradeshown in N. Y., Aug. 24, 49. Run- 








} 
ning time, 114 MINS. | 
Cody Jarrett veseeeeee+ James Cagney 
Verna Jarrett Virginia Mayo | 


Hank Fallon (Vie Pardo) ‘Edmond O’Brien 


Ma Jarrett .. Margaret Wycherly | 
“Big Ed’’ Somers.......-. » Steve Cochran 
Philip Evans ...cccccrcees John Archer 
Cotton Valetti......cccees Wally Cassell 
Het Kohler... ccaccssesees Mickey Knox 
me CHOO) | ass ccankanvens Ian MacDonald 
The Trade: ...cctesi Fred Clark 
The Reader G. Pat Collins 
Roy Parker. ....scccsccere Paul Guilfovle 
Manny Taylor’... <.<060%0s 6 Fred Coby | 


Ford Rainey 
Robert Osterloh 


liommell 
Ryley 


. kie 
“ommy 


It has been too long since James | 
Cagney has spit a bellyful of lead 
or laced a guy’s kisser. Cagney is 
back in that kind of role, and 
Warners can now start figuring out | 
the potential grosses. “White 
Heat” is red-hot boxoffice. 

The tight-lipped scowl, the 
hunched shoulders that rear them- 
selves for the kill, the gargoyle 
speech, the belching gunfire of a 
trigger - happy paranoiac — one 
with a mother complex, no less— 
these are the standard and still- 
popular ingredients that constitute 





the Cagney of “White Heat.” It 
all strikes a warmly responsive— 
and nostalgic—chord for those who 
recall Cagney’s “Public Enemy” 
days All that is missing is the 
grapefruit in a dame’s physiog, in 
the Cagney manner, but that may 


be only because grapefruit is not 
in. season. 

The story is not so much the se- 
quence of holdups and murders 
that comprise this yarn about a 
modern-day gangleader, but the 
credence given it by the perform- 
ance of, mainly, Cagney, as the 
leader, and, to a lesser degree, the 
supporting cast. Cagney holds up 
a train with such authenticity that 
parents may well rush home, after 
viewing the picture, and lock up 
their kids’ Lionels until ‘White 
Heat” has played out the neigh- 
borhood. When Cagney adds a 


few extra holes to a guy’s belt—} 


with lead slugs—you just know 
that the latter has fulfilled his con- 
tract for the picture. 

“White Heat” specifically is 
about a killer over whom only his 
mother can wield any influence. 
He heads a western gang, with his 
mother and his double-dealing wife 
along for company. ‘ihe romantic 
triangle, such as it is, is completed 
by the presence of Cagney’s chief 
lieutenant, who covets Cagney’s 
leadership, and also his wife. 

When there looms a rap for a 
train-robbery that he’s engineered, 
along with a couple of incidental 
killings, Cagney gives himself up in 
another state and “confesses” to a 
minor crime, for which he gets a 
short stretch. By this means he is 
alibied for the former. The Feds, 
however, are hep to his scheme, 
and plant a cellmate to gain his 
confidence and thus circumstantial- 
ly break down the alibi. There’s a 
jail break and a finale shooting 
scene between the T-men and the 
Cagney gang—during the frus- 
trated holdup of a chemical fac- 
tory payroll—that is in the Cagney 
tradition. When cornered he 
pumps lead into a chemical vat— 


and is blown to bits. 
Cagney has an_ excellent sup- 
porting cast. Steve Cochran 


makes a good-looking, doublecross- 
ing mobster’s aide wnose ambition 
for the gang leadership, and the 
leader’s wife, ends in a rain of 
bullets. It’s a capable perform- 
ance. Virginia Mayo has little to 
do except look sexy as the wife. 
Edmond O’Brien is fine as the un- 
dercover agent, and Margaret 
Wycherly is quietly effective as the 
mother. John Archer, as another 
Fed agent, is effective also. 
Production is first rate, and 
Raoul Walsh’s direction has kept 
the pace sharp and exciting for 
the nearly two-hour length. 
There are several story flaws to 
“White Heat,’ but this is neither 
the time nor place to be too tech- 
nical. This Cagney fellow is 
murder! Kahn. 





Rank Documentary Crew 
Finishes 6-Mo. Jap Stint 


Tokyo, Aug. 23. 

A three-man British crew de- 
parted from Japan this week after 
spending six months here filming 
a documentary for J. Arthur Rank. 
Writer Andrew Rice and assistant 
cameraman Roy Layzell headed for 
London with a large amount of 
footage for final editing, while 
cameramen Pete Hennessey is pro- 
ceeding to Hongkong and New 
Zealand for new assignments. 

Pic will be released before end 
of the year and will play Japan as 
well as other Empire spots, Rice 
said. 


Miniature Reviews | 


“White Heat” (WB). Cag- 
ney-Mayo- gangster thriller 
due for red-hot boxoffice. 

“Everybody Does It” (20th). 
Paul Douglas, Linda Darnell, 
Celeste Holm in neat spoof of 
grand opera; hefty grosses. 

“Chicago Deadline” (Par). 
Alan Ladd socks over another 
fast-mover beamed for good 
grosses. 

“Border Incident” (Metro). 
Action meller about immigra- 
tion smugglers; good program 
support. 

“Return of Black Eagle” 
(Italian). Rossano Brazzi, Ira- 
sema Dilian in exciting Italian 
meller; strong entry for for- 
eign-language spots. 

“Across the Rio Grande” 
(Mono). Standard Jimmie 
Wakely oatuner for action situ- 
ations 








mJ 
Everyhody Does It 
(SONGS) 
Twentieth-Fox release of Nunnally 
Johnson production. Stars Paul Douglas, 
Linda Darnell, Celeste Holm, Charles Co- 
burn; features Millard Mitchell, Lucile 
Watson, John Hoyt. George Tobias. Di- 
rected by Edmund Goulding. Screenplay, 


Johnson, based on story by James M. 
Cain; camera, Joseph La Shelle; editor, 
Robert Fritch; music, Alfred ~Newman. 
Previewed N. Y., Aug. 25, ’49. Running 
time, 98 MINS, 

Leonard Borland......... Paul Douglas 
ecw CAV . i. ks eaves Linda Darnell 
Doris Borland Celeste Holm 
Major Blair .. Charles Coburn 
Mike Craig .. Millard Mitchell 
lg ae) Sa ae rer ara Lucile Watson 
Wilkins John Hoyt 
TS Seer er ee George Tobias 
Peer ee ee Leon Belasco 
Makeup Man.....cceseses- Tito Vuolo 
AA ee Geraldine Wall 
0 AS ty rena Ruth Gillette 
CRAMPDEFIOIN . . ccc cccceves Gilbert Russell 
Grand Priest.... - John Ford 


BSP, BeOSEE ..cvccveswecece Aubrey Mather 
DANG, TROTUS 0s 60.0% sees Phyllis Morris 
| RSS rrr John Goldsworthy 
Nurse ene Ruth Clifford 
Hotel Manager.... Robert Emmett Keane 
Py 08 Py os cae 6 vy Kay Bell 
i as) eee ee John Burton 


William Pullen 
Jack Chefe 


Bank Teller 
Hairdresser 


Pies. WEIROS. ccactbewteqeens Erik Rolf 
COO fiir saesesedeseas Ed Max 
GE Sa vies ccaneeaavs Jerry Miley 
Bellboy 6 Oceano ee Billy Graeff, Jr. 
Pullman Porter....... Dudley Dickerson 


William Griffith 
Mabel Smaney 
Jane Hamilton 


Makeup Man 
Wardrobe Woman 
Secretary 


| Twentieth-Fox, which has suc- 
cessfully spoofed such American 
institutions as department stores, 
| baby-sitters, etc., turns its atten- 
tions to grand opera in “Every- 
body Does It’’—and with just as 
fine results. Film. while it lacks 
the intimate warmth of 
on 34th Street” or “Sitting Pretty,” 
is chockful of yocks, done to a 
,;turn by a sock script and the 


| handled. 





| Holm’s 


Voice-dubbing job on him 


ing. 
re Miss Darnell is excellently 
Latter, besides being 
beauteous, plays her lines to the 
hilt ‘and the same goes for Miss 
Holm. Charles Coburn turns in his 
usual top character role as the 
sardonic father who’s gone through 
the same thing himself. Millard 
Mitchell displays his wry humor 
as Douglas’ business partner and 
Lucile Watson is fine as Miss 
ambitious mother. John 


| Hoyt makes the most of some good 


lines as Miss Darnell’s accom- 
panist and George Tobias is good 
as her manager. 

Film is mounted on 
pensive-looking sets, particularly 


' the opera stage. Joseph La Shelle’s 


camera supervision is capable and | 


Robert Fritch has edited the story 

down to a tight 98 minutes. Other 

technical credits are on the beam. 
Stal. 





Chieago Deadline 
Hollywood, Aug. 30. 


Paramount release of Robert Fellows 
production. Stars Alan Ladd, 


| Reed; features June Havoc, Irene Hervey, 


Arthur Kennedy. Directed by Lewis 
Allen. Screenplay. Warren Duff; based on 
story by Tiffany Thayer: camera, John 


Seitz; music, Victor Young; editor, LeRoy | 
Running | 


Stone. Tradeshown Aug. 22, ’49. 
time, 86 MINS. 
Ed Adams 
Rosita Jean D’Ur........-. 
Leona 

Belle Dorset 
Tommy Ditman 


eanGtete ceed Alan Ladd 
June Havoc 
Irene Hervey 
Arthur Kennedy 


Solly Wellman........ Berry Kroeger 
Anstruder peeee Harold Vermilyea 
Blacky Franchot.....Shepperd Strudwick 
Paul Jean D’Ur......-. John Beal 
HowarG  .ccececeses Tom Powers 
Ce, &, TORMIG 6 ccc ecca'css Gavin Muir 
Pig hake haeee ann Dive Willock 
Bat Paul Lees 

Alan Ladd is a hardboiled re- 
porter in “Chicago Deadline,’ 


cause enough for audience inter- 
est to be concentrated in goodly 
measure in his movements. Story 
line isn’t always clear-cut, but 
there’s no doubt about film carry- 
ing sock action. It’s the type of 
vehicle Ladd’s fans best enioy him 


in, and he acquits himself most! 


satisfactorily. 


A girl’s body is found in a cheap | 


rooming house, and Ladd, who 


happens to be on the spot in an| 


adjoining room, sets out to learn 


about her from the list of names | 


in a notebook he finds in her purse. 
Quest takes him to high and low 


| alike, to tycoons and toughs, all 


“Miracle | 


,comedic talents of Paul Douglas, | 


Linda Darnell and Celeste Holm. 
|It looks like a hefty grosser in all 
situations. 

Douglas and Miss Darnell are 
teamed for the first time since 
their highly successful pairing in 


the recent ‘‘Letter to Three Wives” | 


and do just as good a job on this 
one. Former plays a rough and 
tough wrecking contractor married 
'to a Park Avenue deb, who drives 
him crazy with her ambitions to 
|; become a concert singer. Miss 
‘Darnell is a famous opera soprano 
with a yen for Douglas, who inad- 


vertently discovers he has a fine} 


baritone and convinces him to con- 


certize himself to stifle his wife’s | 


no-talent thrushing. 
is the wife and pars the other two 
with an excellent thesping job. 


Situations stemming from such 
an entente are almost obvious and 
scripter Nunnaily Johnson, who 
also produced, milked them to the 
limit in his adaptation of a James 
M. Cain story. Most of the fun is 
in some sparkling dialog and the 
aforementioned situations, but 
Johnson has also 
hilarious slapstick, which 
the revered mystery 
opera and brings it down to the 
Mack Sennett level. It’s all done 
in good clean humor, the type that 


takes 


wil] have the Mets chuckling along | 


with the bops. 


Title, of course, refers to the 
singing and in Miss Holm’s case 
is traced back to an_ hereditary 
family trait. When she hires a 
tutor for trilling, her father im- 
mediately warns Douglas to be- 
ware. After her first concert gets 
less than lukewarm reception and 
she still isn’t deterred, Douglas 
decides on the desperate course of 
action outlined by Miss Darnell. 


Miss Holm) 


of whom, some willingly, others 
unwillingly, offer a piece to the 
pattern. Murder and_ violence 
pace his search, ending with his 
dueling to the death with heavy. 
Narrative is told in series of 
flashbacks 
action. Parade of characters who 
filter in and out is extensive, and 
Ladd is called upon to use slug- 
ger methods with some of them, 


| all of which builds up interest and 


suspense. Spectator is made to 
fee] that extreme danger hangs 
constantly over Ladd’s head as he 
works out assignment. 

Ladd furnishes plenty of drive 
in his portrayal of the reporter 
who constantly sticks his neck out, 
coloring character at every turn. 
Donna Reed, who co-stars with 
him, in role of femme whose body 
was found, is never glimpsed in a 
single scene with him, all her 


footage unfolding in different flash- | 


backs. She gives an appealing per- 
formance. In supporting roles, 
June Havoc, Arthur Kennedy and 
Berry Kroeger stand out, with 
Shepperd Strudwick, Gavin Muir, 


|Irene Hervey and Harold Vermil- 


included some) 


of grand) 


He tours with the opera star under | 


a pseudonym and becomes the 
longhair Sinatra. With his wreck- 
ing business on the rocks, he grabs 
a chance finally to co-star with her 
in an opera. Comes opening night, 


he’s overdosed with antidotes 
against stage-fright and succeeds 


in lousing up the works in a way 
that opera hasn’t been treated 
since the Marx Bros. gave it a go- 
ing-over. His wife, meanwhile, 
has realized who should wear the 
pants and all ends well. 

With Edmund Goulding direct- 
ing for the maximum of laughs, 
the cast is uniformly good. Just 
to watch Douglas giving out with 
the arias is funny but he follows 
it through with ultra-smooth act- 


yea also offering firstclass work. 

_ Film’s exteriors were all lensed 
in Chicago, on aciual background 
of story which Warren Duff script- 
ed from Tiffany Thayer’s original. 
Robert Fellows, as producer, rates 
salvo, as does Lewis Allen for his 
megging. Whit. 





Border Incident 


Metro release of Nicholas Nayfack pro- 
duction. Stars Ricardo Montalban, George 
Murphy. Directed by Anthony Mann. 
Screenplay, John C. Higgins; story, Hig- 
gins, George Zuckerman; camera, John 
Alton; editor, Conrad A. Nervig; music, 
Andre Previn. Tradeshown N. Y., Aug. 
17, ’49. Running time, 92 MINS. 

Pablo Rodriguez..... Ricardo Montalban 
Jack Bearnes George Murphy 
Owen Parkson Howard da Silva 


yuan ieee err beaaens James — 
Lopilote .......46 éoeuseeré Arnold Moss 
Cuehillo......6. eer etre Alfonso Bedoya 
Maria 0663600806506 Teresa Celli 
nal ee Charles McGraw 
POUND . bk Ges 0h sees Jose Torvay 
Mr. Neley ’ 


, y as John Ridgely 
Clayton Nerdell Arthur Hunnicutt 
Hugo Wolfgang Ulrich . Sig Ruman 
Fritz ; ; : Otto Waldis 


“Border Incident” is a straight 
hard-action meller that will serve 
neatly as b.o. support in secondary 
Situations. Produced on a modest 
budget, pic wraps a conventional 
yarn within a semi-cdocumentary 
casing. Although well-paced, this 
offering lacks both sufficient credi- 
bility and marquee weight to carry 
in key firstruns. 

Film is handicapped by a screen- 
play which treats the important 
subject of illegal immigration into 
the U. S. with a naive cop-and- 
robbers approach. Anthony Mann. 
who was brought over to the Metro 
‘ot after his standout job on “He 
Walked By Night” for Eagle Lion. 
succeeds in imparting some taut- 
ness to the action but the pic never 





some ex-| 


Donna | 


Donna Reed | 


blending with present | 


Saints and Sinners 

“Saints and Sinners,” Sir 
Alexander Korda’s London 
Films production, which is be- 
ing tradeshown today (Wed.) in 
New York, was reviewed from 
London in Variety, July 6, 
1947, by Myro who said the 
“appeal is limited for the U. S. 
market.” Lacking w.k. thesp- 
ers, reviewer said “the produc- 
tion relies entirely on local 
characterizations” in a setting 
of “an Irish village steeped in 
tradition and_ superstition.” 
Kieron Moore and Christine 
Norden head the cast. 

Pic is slated to open at the 
Little Carnegie, N. Y., as the 
next feature. 











breaks out of its formula frame- 
| work. 

Yarn opens strongly with a de- 
}piction of the plight of Mexican 
llaborers who annually’ migrate 
north for work on U. S. farms. 
Filmed on location, this section has 
‘an authentic quality and impact. 


When the plot, however, switches | 


to tracking down a ring of border- 
running racketeers, the film unfor- 
tunately takes on the unconvincing 


flavor of an old-fashioned melo- | 


drama. 
Story describes the joint efforts 


of the U. S. and Mexican immigra- | 


tion authorities to stop the smug- 
gling of agricultural workers across 
the border. Both George Mur- 
phy, as the U. S. agent, and Ricardo 
Montalban, as the Mexican count- 
erpart, enter the ring to smash it 
from the inside. Murphy, how- 
ever, is found out and is cruelly 
murdered under a plowing ma- 
chine in a scene that harks back 
to the days when heroines were 


tied to the railroad tracks with a/! 


train bearing down. But Montal- 
ban finally mows down the gang in 
a gunfight that takes place in a 
quicksand swamp from which he 
is rescued in the nick. 

Murphy and Montalban turn in 
effective, hard - hitting perform- 
ances in a yarn that contains no 
romantic angles. As the chief 
heavy, Howard da Silva makes a 
|menacing smoothie. Arnold Moss 
is firstrate as one of Mexican 
bandits, while Alfonso 
gives good support as his sidekick. 
Rest of the cast is okay in stock 
parts. 


Despite coin limitations, produc- 
ition maintains fine standards in 
lensing and musical scoring against 
realistic backgrounds. Running 
time could be cut down by tighter 
editing. Herm. 


Return of the Black 
Eagle 
(ITALIAN) 
Lux Film production and release. Stars 
Rossano Brazzi, lrasema Dilian. Directed 


by Riccardo Freda. Screenplay, Mario 
Monicelli and Braccio Agnoletti from 





Lombardi; English titles, Clare Catalano. 
Previewed in N. Y., Aug. 26, 40. Running 
| time, 112 MINS, 

| Vladimir Dubrowski...... 





Rossano Brazzi 


| gem of originality. 


| caries, 
| Brazzi emulates a French 
pm sateenes Cervi’s caste ua 
is identi ultimate i ise 
ered y ly is diseoy. 
irector Riccardo Freda. w 
ten permits lesser detail to ed - 
early developments, generally ha 
built a lusty tale, filled with sus. 
pense and action. Rodolfo Lom. 
ardi has done a magnific 
ing job. — 
Brazzi, familiar figure on the 
Italian screen, makes a dashin 
Guardsman who forsakes his Soual 
duties to ride at the head of his 
avenging countrymen. In fact his 
portrayal, with the switch to the 
|fake French tutor, is one of the 
| finest in months from foreign pro. 
|ducers. Miss Dilian makes an in- 
|triguing, comely daughter with 
| whom he falls in love. Cervyj con- 
tributes a stalwart character role 
as the cruel, rich landowner. The 
other villain in the piece is Harry 
Feist as Prince Serge and conniy- 
ing enemy of Brazzi. Angelo Cala- 
| brese heads a large and capable 
supporting cast. Wear. 








Across the Rio Grande 
(SONGS) 


Monogram release of Louis Gr 
| duction. Stars Jimmy Wakely; 
“Cannonball” Taylor, Reno 
rected by Oliver Drake. Original screen- 
| play, Ronald Davidson; camera, Henry 
Neumann; editor, John C. Fuller; songs 
Wakely; musical director, Edward Kay. 
At New York theatre, N. Y., dual, week 


ay pro 
I features 
Browne. Di. 





of Ang. 23, 49. Running time, 56 MIVs 
Jimmy ee ee Jimmy Wakely 
Cannonball .....,... “Cannonball” Taylor 
BOY BISMG. . acc ccéces Reno Browne 
Steven Blaine............ Riley Hil] 
Carson se teeeeeeoeeees.- Dennis Moore 
UNE sab bee's Ske aa bees Kenne Duncan 
Sloan Chi venetheSeue Ted Adams 
Kane Myron Healey 
Ee eae Bud Osborne 
CANUIMNA BamBOP i .cccccvvcis Polly Burgin 
Lewis Fiae wee. Oe bcbie eels’ Bob Curtis 
Orrin es ben ee Carol Henry 
ES Abas. 'y Wii Rie dnb gia bbs Bovd Stockman 
EP es William Bailey 

“Across the Rio Grande” is a 
standard Jimmy Wakely oatuner 


that will prove adequate fodder for 
most action situations. Film is no 
On the other 


‘hand, a fair amount of shooting, 


Bedoya | 


Alexander Pushkin novel; camera, Rodolfo | 


| 


NLS > rhe raa ehh KERR ee Irasema Dilian | 
i Serer rere Gino Cervi 
\. DORIEDs 66 0 06 e00ks0% . Harry Feist 
. Saeerr seeeeees Angelo Calabrese 
BONGIE. . 0... vccccvesesccene Paolo Stoppa | 


Rina Morelli 





(In Italian; English Titles) 
“Return of the Black Eagle” is 
an ambitious Italian screen effort. 
| It was turned out about three years 


i 
| 
' 


| ago but this did not hold back out- | 


lay for elaborate production and 
big scale scenes. This looks like a 
very strong entry for foreign- 
language theatres and many arty 
| Spots. Its boxoffice possibilities 
likely could be enhanced by 
judicious trimming since there is 
enough extraneous footage to pare 
this down to 90 minutes. There is 
| a sly attempt to poke fun at the 
Russo church and paint the landed 
gentry as baddies, but nothing 
much comes of either. 

The original Alexander Pushkin 
/novel about an officer in the Rus- 


sian Guards who swears vengeance | 
against a ruthless landowner is | 


developed into a meller of love and 
duty. Scripters have this Russian 
officer, Rossano Brazzi, deciding in 
‘favor of love and deserting his 
Black Eagle followers: then rescu- 


ing the girl from an unhappy mar- | 


|riage and letting his arch-enemy, 
‘the gal’s father, bump himself off 
in a runaway wagon accident. 

The producers have had a field 
day making the interior castle 
scenes elaborate and heavily man- 
ned. When the Black Eagle’s co- 
horts ride to his rescue and charge 
on their horses even on the upper 
floors of the castle the picture rises 


tradition for turning out spectacle. 

Brazzi is depicted as swearing 
| vengeance against the wealthy 
landowner because of the way he 
persecuted both his father and his 


friends whil vas away ing | : - 
e he was away serving | supervisor for Republic 


in the Russian army. As.the Black 
Eagle, a masked bandit, he loots 


and robs to the embarrassment of | 


the influential landowner. 
stage coach holdup introduces him 
to [Isasema Dilian, daughter of 


Gino Cervi, his rich adversary. 


One | 


| dukes with 


to the highest Italian film-company | CUStomers. 


chases and hand-to-hand encount- 
ers sprinkled through the footage 
are surefire ingredients that will 
satisfy devotees of these outdoor 
dramas. 

Oft-used plot revolving around 
smuggling silver over the Mexican 
border into the U. S. furnishes the 
story structure for this one. In- 
vestigating the murder of _ his 
father, Riley Hill is seized by the 
smugglers. With the help of the 
prisoner’s sister, Reno Browne, 
Wakely and “Cannonball” Taylor 
free Hill and corral the culprits. 

Wakely wields his six-gun and 
precision as well as 
warbling a brace of tunes for good 


measure. Taylor, as a bumbling 
correspondence’ school detective, 
supplies some _ slapstick comedy, 


Miss Browne is pleasantly decora- 
tive in the top femme role while 
the balance of the cast is compe- 
tent under Oliver Drake’s okay di- 
rection. Henry Neumann’s camera 
work is able in this Louis Gray 
low-budgeter. Gilb. 


| Frustration 


(SWEDISH) 
Film Classics release of Sveriges Folk- 
biografer production. Directed by Ing- 


mar Bergman. Screenplay, Bergman; 
based on play by Martin Soederhjelm; 
camera, Goran Strindberg. Previewed 
i. Y., Aug. 25, ’49. Running time, 80 
MINS, 

Kapten Blom........ Holger Lowenadler 
as vexascaeess sas Anna Lindahl 
Johannes........- ja eeee Birger Malmsten 
BE isan Seen eeE ESS bad . Gertrud Fridh 
Perry err ee Lasse Krantz 
| EP PUREE ER Le CLE Jan Molander 
PN 5:1335006164 vabae tae Erik Hell 
BURN 8556.00.60 s o0505 Naemi Briese 
ee eee ee Hiordis Pettersson 


(In Swedish; English Titles) 

“Frustration” is a slow, murky 
film with no appeal for the U. S. 
market. This Swedish import un- 
winds its tortured tale with arty 
pretensions in its long closeups and 
underlighted lensing but the re 
sult in soporific. Pie is thrown 
for its biggest loss here by the 
English titling which is frequently 


so badly printed that it is impossl 


ble to read. 

Yarn concerns the rivalry  be- 
tween a brutal sea captain and his 
hunchbacked son for the love of 4 
dancehall lady of easy virtue. Tri- 


‘angle is finally resolved when the 
‘captain goes mad and the son 


takes 


the gal away from her profe ssional 
pursuits. Film does offer a coup e 
of frank sequences which can 

ripped from their context for “" 
sensational lobby displays in and 
exploitation circuit. But the _— 
all static story and the hamminess 


“ni j depress the 
of the thesping will Oo lart. 


—— 


Republic Pacts Armour 


Reginald Armour, onetime 4-4 
Fast general manager for RK“ 


‘ar East 
as ek was named Far 
last week Pictures 








International Corp. - 

In the past, Armour has a“ 
served as European general prod 
ager for Walt Disney Productn 
and more recently was with A 
lumbia Pictures Internationa! Corp 
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~ ‘Joe Young’ Slaps at Crix 


New way for an exhibitor to slap back at unfavorable film reviews 


was unleashed here last week by 


“Mighty Joe Young.” In an attention-grabbing, three-column ad, 
the theatre quoted the worst lines it could find in the Chi critics’ 
reviews, Which ran to such condemnations as “the most atrocious 
I have seen in a decade” and “the film is incredibly bad and: 
Topping these with a beld-face line reading, 
“In spite of the reviews, the crowds still pour in,” the ad ran an 


im %” 
Pechnically shoddy. 


“open letter” to the critics: 


Chicago, Aug. 30. 
the RKO Grand, playing RKO’s 


“Tf you are right, how do you account for the crowds that have 


visited the RKO Grand the past three weeks? 


only one thing—entertainment. 
motion picture. 
sage. 
Ninety 


has done before. per 


cent of 


They have bought 


That’s the primary object of any 
‘Mighty Joe Young’ has it. It 
It is not an artistic triumph. 
humdrum, work-a-day world and e 


delivers no mes- 

But it does take you out of this 
ntertains you as no other picture 
all pictures hailed by the 


critics as masterpieces are financial failures—90°% that they con- 


demn receive the support of the motion picture public 
The motion picturegoer looks for and buys entertain- 


be a reason. 


ment above all—not perfection.” 





There must 








SOPEG. SPG Look to Strike Action 


In N. Y. as Chances for Pacts Fade 


Culminating a full-year of? 
maneuvering and pressure tactics, 
the CIO white-collar unions in the 
majors’ homeoffices are set on 


strike action if negotiations which 
opened yesterday (Tues.) end in a 
deadlock once again. Yesterday’s 
session was the final attempt of 


the Federal conciliation and medi- 


ation service to find common 
ground between the Screen Office 
& Professional Employees Guild 
and the major companies. Union 
execs, however, were not too opti- 
mistic over the possible results. 
Bargaining between the majors 


and the other white-collar union, 
Screen Publicists Guild, col- 
lapsed at a meeting last week. 


Both guilds have been battling for 
a new pact since last September. 
Following last week’s session, SPG 
called upon the joint strike 
strategy committee of both unions 
to prepare steps for an early walk- 
out. SOPEG, however, delayed 
any overt move until the outcome 
of its negotiations was definitely 
decided. 


Major differences blocking a 
new pact revolve around the 
guilds’ demands for a hefty wage 
hike and tightened security and 


seniority provisions. The majors 
have indicated their willingness to 
renew the old pact without re- 
visions but the unions have con- 
sistently nixed this as an “unsatis- 
factory counter-offer.” 


So. Cal.-Arizona Exhibs 
May Join Nat’l Allied 


Los Angeles, Aug. 30. 

Independent Theatre Owners of 
Southern California and Arizona 
may switch its allegiance to Na- 
tional Allied. Organization is cur- 
rently affiliated with the Pacific 
Coast Conference of Independent 
Theatre Owners. Possibility grew 
Strong this week when Col. H. A. 
Cole, former Allied president, was 
Suest of honor today (Tues.) at a 
luncheon of the Coast exhib group. 

Fred A. Weller, general counsel 
for the group, has confirmed the 
fact that the unit is “greatly inter- 
ested” in joining Allied. 








Mpls. Indies Split On 
Duals, Competitive Bids 


Minneapolis, Aug. 30. 

Ranks of local independent ex- 
hibitors are split in consequence of 
double-featuring and competitive 
bidding for early availability. Ef- 
forts of North Central Allied to 
curb these developments and re- 
Store peace among the neighbor- 
hood and suburban theatreowners 
have gotten nowhere. 

Double featuring has reached 
the stage where, for the ‘first time. 
the inde pendent neighborhood 
houses using twin bills two or more 
times a week are hooking up “A” 
Pictures. Their defense is that 
they're being forced to this policy 
In self-preservation because of the 
inroads mat e on their boxoffices 
by other neighborhood theatres 
that have had their clearance re- 
duced from as much as 56 days to 
as low as 28. 

The double feature exhibitors 
Contend that the early-availability 
Independents want all the advan- 
tages. The latter non-dual billers 
have launched a move to force the 
double-feature houses to 112 days 
Ciearance. or double or more their 
Present availability period. 





‘the nod in October, 


Lesser’s Sinclair Deal 

Sol Lesser’s indie unit, 
Thalia Productions, which re- 
cently made a deal with Up- 
ton Sinclair for rights to all 
the author’s “Lanny Budd” 
stories, staked claim last week 
to the titles of 10 of them 
with the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America’s title registration 
bureau, 

Tags are “World’s” End,” 
“Dragon’s Teeth,” ‘Wide Is the 
Gate,” “Presidential Agent,” 
“A World to Win,” “Dragon 
Harvest,” ‘‘Presidential Mis- 
sion,’ “One Clear Call,” “O 
Shepherd Speak” and “Be- 
tween Two Worlds.” 


Metro Approaches | 
l-a-Wk. Releasing 


Metro’s goal to hit a prewar re- 
leasing pace of one picture weekly 
will reached in November of 
the current year in a sudden rais- 
ing of the company’s sights. While 
the plan for hypoed releases has 
been blueprinted for a number of 


months, its earlier-than-expected 
adoption is said to be the first 








be 


| repercussion of the complete di- 
, vorcement 


ordered against the 
company along with 20th-Fex and 
Warner Bros. last month. 


M-G strategy was fixed in studio 
talks earlier this year staged by 
William F. Rodgers, distribution 
veepee; Louis B. Mayer, studio 
veepee, and Dore Schary, produc- 
tion chief. Understood at that time 
the main reason behind the boost- 
ed production and distribution was 
to increase the profit margin of 
the sales end of Metro’s activities. 
It was felt that the market was 
ripe for more product, particularly 
of top quality, and that M-G should 
move into the gap. 

Pic-per-week pace, however, was 
slated to be reached some time 
during 1950 to prevent dislocation 
of sales machinery by a sudden 
tilling of the tempo. The push has 
been advanced so that distribution 
will be well grooved for the rush 
of product when the company goes 
it alone without its theatre bul- 
wark. 

Rodgers is scheduled to head for 
the Coast. Sept. 9, to attend the 
Theatre Owners of America’s Los 


Angeles convention. While in Hol- 
Ivwood. M-G’s sales topper will 
huddle with Maver, Schary and 
Edward Mannix to map out a pro- 


gram which can keep the compan) 
at the topflight releasing level 


Company will slot to MS ex- 
changes four pix in November 
Quartet will be “That Forsyte 
Voman” at Radio City Music Hall; 


“Battleground.” which preems at 
the Astor. N. Y.. Nov. 11; “Adam's 
Rib” and “Tension.” 

Holding to the same tempo In 
December, Metro grooving 
“Cha'lenge to Lassie.’ “On the 
Town.” “Death in the Doll's 
House” and “Conspirator.” Three 


films are slated each for Septem- 
ber and October. September list 
consists of “That Midnight Kiss. 


“The Secret Garden” and “The 
Doctor and the Girl.” “The ted 
Danube.” “Border Incident’ and 
“Intruder in the Dust” will get 


‘for Metro in 


EL Seed on ‘Bess’ 


| _ Los Angeles, Aug. 30. 
Marvin A. Park, author, filed 


suit for $75,000 against Eagle Lion, | 


involving the production of “The 
Adventures of Gallant Bess” in 


| 1948. 


Park, who wrote “Gallant Bess” 
1946, declares EL 
made the subsequent picture with- 
out his permission. | 


D.C. Tie Key To 


Sullivan Boost 


Behind the movement to up Gael 
the The- 
atre Owners of America, to the top 





Sullivan, exec director of 
spot as TOA president is a growing 
belief among big circuit ops that 
film industry-Government relations 
in the next couple of years 
reach a critical First 
in what is considered an almost in- 
evitable promotion for Sullivan 
took place last week when the Mo- 
tion 


will 


stage. step 


Picture Exhibitors of Florida 
unanimously proposed his election 
as prex} 

TOAers note that 


mediate background is political and 


Sullivan’s im- 


that as former executive director of 
the National Democratic Commit- 
tee and a top official in the Post- 
master General's office, he has the 
know-how for presenting exhibi- 
tion’s views to Government politi- 
Indicating the current im- 
portance of that end of TOA'’s 
work, Sullivan has recently been 
huddling with officials of the 
Treasury, Justice and Tax depart- 


cos 


| ments. 


Influential! group tmeluding Ted 
Gamble, TOA board = chairman: 
Robert Coyne, former TOA exec 
director, and Mitchell Wolfson, di- 
rector in the group, is reported be- 
hind the Sullivan boom. Arthur 
Lockwood, incumbent president, 
has definitely decided against run- 
ning for another term, it is said. 
Hence, the conviction that Sulli- 
van will be named as prez. 

‘Old Customer’ Angle 


Biggest development on the hori- 
zon, of course, is the possible reper- 
cussions of the anti-trust litigation. 
Since TOA has openly expressed 
forebodings of the adverse effect 
that divorcement will have, particu- 
larly on- the ‘old customer,” the 
org wants a titular head with 
standing in the eyes of the D of J 
which will police the decree. Sul- 
livan is regarded as the strongest 
bet to take a stand on a multitude 
of questions which affect exhibi- 
tors. on the workings of the de- 
cree. 

Subject of theatre television is 
also getting hotter by the day, ac- 
cording to circuit owners. Next 
vear will tell, it is said, whether 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission is going to award channels 
exclusively for theatre video. Pub- 
lic hearings are likely in the near 
future and TOA is expected to take 
an active part in the fight for 
channel allocations. 

Tax problem has been popping 
up on a number of fronts. For 
one, the battle is just beginning to 
lift the 20°° admission bite by sub- 
stituting the previous peacetime 
rate of 10°7. On this poser, both 
Sullivan and Gamble have been the 
most active. Sullivan, moreover, 
has been in close huddles on rul- 
ings to be made on the touchy 
subject of drive-ins. On this point, 
it is a question of whether a per- 
car or per-patron tax will be the 
rule. 

Pressing overseas problems are 
also simmering and though exhi- 
bition is not directly involved, the- 
atre groups have been on the Gov- 
ernment scene In a campaign tor 
lowered currency barriers. Thought 
behind exhibition’s battle on that 
score is that healthier foreign rev- 
enues will spell easier terms on the 
domestic front TOA already 
joined the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America in a plea to the U.S. State 
Dept. for support overseas. It also 
picked up the cudgels for the ma- 


has 


jors when the British quota was 
first imposed. 

If Sullivan is boosted to TOA 
prez, his current iob as exec direc- 


tor will be liquidated. 





Methodist Church, Falfur- 


First 
T permission by 


rias, iexXa2as granted 
R. N. Smith, owner of Pioneer 
theatre. to hold Sunday morning 
services in the theatre during the 


‘ summer, 


Big Sept. Sales Push by Majors 


Just Another Headache to Bookers 





‘Heiress’ on Ail Keys 


Paramount will attempt to 
hit every big city in the U. S. 
simultaneously in a_ blanket 
day-and-date playoff of its big 
production, “The Heiress” 
when that William Wyler film 


is released in the fall. Com- 
pany’s sales force will be in- 
structed to line up bookings 


for the film in “A” houses with 


the idea of breaking the pic 
day-and-date throughout the 
country at one time In each 
big city, aim will be for an ex- 
tended run rather than a fast 


playoff down-the-line 

Simultancous plavoff would 
follow preem dates at Radio 
City Music Hall, and a yet un- 
designated house in Los An- 
geles. 


ri-Lingual Pix 


With Swede Stars 


Two former Swedish actors have 
been temporarily reclaimed from 
Hollywood by their homeland and 
are currently making a picture in 
Stockholm. They are Viveea Lind- 





fors, who until recently was under 
contract to Warner’ Bros., and 
Chrisopher Kent, who is on loan 


from David O. Selznick. They are 
appearing in “The Saga of Singo- 
alla,” which has just completed 
shooting and is now being edited. 

Pic is being made in three ver- 
sions — English, French and 
Swedish. English dialog is by 
American actor Romney Brent, 
who also plays a principal role. 
Film, based on the 19th century 
classic by Viktor Rydberg, was 
directed by French producer-direc- 
tor Christian-Jacques. 

Western Hemisphere rights are 
owned by Telinvest, Inc., a new 
film and tele financing group which 
put up the coin for Louis de 
Rochemont’s “Lost Boundaries.” It 
is headed by Eliot Hyman. Rights 
were acquired for the outfit by its 
rep, Emile Lustig, who returned to 
Stockholm last week after a brief 
visit to New York following two 
months in Europe. Lustig hopes 
to be back with a finished print of 
“Singoalla’’ late next month, at 
which time major distribution deal 
will be sought. 

Lustig is working now with Ter- 
rafilm, the Swedish production out- 


fit, on setting up several more 
similar pix. Telinvest, for Ameri- 
can rights, puts up the dollars 


needed to attract players from Hol- 
lywood. It is hoped to make three 
films a year and by the tri-lingual 
technique break down language 
barriers which have limited the 
Swedish pix market. 

While in Europe Lustig reported 
that he arranged for “Boundaries” 


to be shown at the Cannes film 
festival. Although the 10 Ameri- 
can pix originally scheduled had 


already been selected, he said that 
the invitation was” given. to 
“Boundaries” after he had _=sar- 
ranged a special screening for the 
festival committee in Paris. De- 
Rochemont has also been invited 
to be a guest at the festival. 


2 
Jack Ellis’ Takeover 

Jack Ellis. former United Artists 
district manager, is taking over 
supervision of the New York met- 
ropolitan sector for Motion Picture 
Sales Corp., the Neil Agnew- 
Charles Casanave distributing out- 
fit. Ellis will be in complete 
charge of sales operations in the 
territory 


Additionally. he will continue 
running his own distrib. setup, 
which is handling U. S. rights to 
Gabriel Pascal's “Pygmalion” and 
“Major Barbara.” Ellis is head- 
quartering at the RKO building, 
Ms & 

Reade Starts 5th Drive-In 

With ultimate goa! of 27 drive- 
ins in mind, Walter Reade Thea- 


tres started construction of its 


fifth ozoner. This will be located 
at the Eatontown, N. J., traffic 
circle on Route No. 35 Chain 
last week preemed its Lawrence 
drive-in near Trenton and expects 
to buitd eight more open-airers in 
New York and New Jersey before 


, 1950 season gets underway. 


+ Film bookers are boosting their 
| aspirin 


quota because of an un- 


| precedented number of sales drives 


| With returns still comin 


by major companies, all slated to 
run eoncurrently in September. 
in, Para- 


|} mount, Metro, 20th-Fox, Warner 
Bros., Universal and RKO are 
already driving for both’ vol- 
ume and choice playdates during 
next month Consequently, the 
heat’s on for September’ book- 
ings, and the booker’s answering 
wail is that “the days a) rub- 
ber; we just can't. sti them 
enougn 

Feteing its 25th anniversary, 
Metro is gunning for at least one 
playdate in every theatre in the 
country Par is out for the same 


record except it is limited to “Para- 
mount Week,” which takes place in 
September Twentieth has = an- 
nounced its plans for a September 
sales drive while U and RKO are 
in the throes of a push which laps 
over into the some period. Warners’ 
push started Monday (29 

In every instance, pressure is 
mounting trom the homeotfice to 
the exchanges. With the salesmen 
scurrying for dates, same pressure 
is being applied to the 
Their complaint is that ‘‘you can’t 
tell one company about another 
outfit’s drive because it just doesn’t 
register.” At the same time, the 
beef goes, the month isn't long 
enough to take care of every dis- 
trib. 

Several bookers, as a result of 
the record pressure, are announc- 
ing to the trade a kidding-in-earn- 
est proposal that the Motion Pie- 
ture Assn. of America take over the 
sales drive field. Central agency 
should be set up, the plea goes, 
so that distribs can stake their 
claim to particular months and 
keep the field to themselves for 
that particular period. 


CREDITS TRADE PAPERS 
FOR 20TH SALES HYPO 


Twentieth-Fox racked up a rec- 
ord 15,872 feature. bookings last 
week in the U. S. and Canada to 
launch its four-month branch man- 
agers’ testimonial sales. drive. 
According to sales veepee Andy W 
Smith, Jr., every available print of 


bookers. 


the company’s current four re- 
leases is booked solidly for the 
first week of the drive. Number 
of bookings represents an increase 
of 43°° over the same week last 
year, 


With “Come to the Stable” and 
“IT Was a Male War Bride” set for 
general release over the Labor Day 
weekend, Smith is sighting a still 


| better mark for the drive’s second 


week. He revealed a 20th feature 
will be on the screen of at least 
one first-run house in every resort 
situation in the country next week. 
First four films include “Slattery's 
Hurricane,” “You're My Every- 
thing,” “It Happens Every Spring” 
and “House of Strangers.” 

Smith also disclosed last week 
that 20th has been forced to order 
a record 500 prints on its upcoming 
“Father Was a Fullback,” attribut- 
ing the avalanche of bookings to 
the effectiveness of tradepaper ad- 
vertising. Recent ads detailed a 
contest run by 20th among exhib- 
itors for the best ad-publicity cam- 
paigns on the picture, in which 134 
prizes totaling $7.500 will be award- 
ed. Averring that “Fullback” has 
a good chance of snaring 12.000 
bookings before the drive winds 
Dec. 31. Smith added 

“T believe this is the first time 
that tradepaper advertising has 
been so effectively used to dissemi- 
nate among exhibitors useful infor- 


mation and booking data Expe- 
rience has taught me that the 
quickest and most effective wavy of 


through 
The re- 


contacting exhibitors is 
the tradepaper columns 
markable reaction to the recent ads 
on ‘Father’ emphasizes my conten- 
tion.” 


SEXER IN GB? 

distribu- 
Jossev, 

Productions. 


SELLING 
With an to closing 
tion deals in Britain, J. S 
treasnrer of Hvyvienic 


eve 


and Charles B Teade, companv’s 
personnel supervisor sailed for 
FEneland last week on the Maure- 
tania 

Projected for United Kingdom 
relense are Hvygienic’s sexer. ‘Mom 

1d Dod.” and Hallmark Prode 
tins “The Prince of Pesce” The 
Lawton Siarv” Tn ‘ returns 


th while Meode’s stay 


will be of indefinite duration. 


late next mor 
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Heat Dulls L. A.; Rope’ Tight $33,000, 
‘Lucasta’ Not Lively $23,000, ‘Pigeon’ 
Fat 336, ‘Bride’ Torrid $43,000, 2d 


2 


Los Angeles, Aug. 36. + 

Hot weather here continues to, 
hurt firstrun grosses, and five new | 
bills in current frame are failing to 
beost overall biz pace. Best new- | 
comer is “Rope of Sand,” strong | 
$33,000 in two Paramount theatres. 








| 
| 
Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week . 





$658,000 


“Great Sinney”’ is disappointing | (Based on 18 theatres) 
with mild $33,000 in three sites, | Last Year $638,000 
and stays only one day past first (Based on 14 theatres). 
week. 








“Johnny Stool Pigeon” is pleas- 
ing $33,000 in five houses, getting e ‘ y 
$3,000 at the Guild, added to four- L B | () 
house United Artists combo. “Anna aineé 00S S Z 
Lucasta” is slow $23,000 in two lo- | 
cations. “Roughshod” shapes light | 
$18,500 in five situations. ‘“Male| 
War Bride” still is nifty at $43,000 | 
in four spots in second week but | 
other holdovers are drooping. 

Estimates for This Week Providence, Aug. 30. | 


170 Morning” (Par). 
row 
| Crazy” 
| Man” (FC), oke $7,506. | 


Sock $32,000, Prov. 22:2" 


| Costello Meet the Killer” (U) and 


‘Darling’ Stout $15,000, 
Buff, ‘Everything’ 196 


Buffalo, Aug. 30. 

Several new entries this week 
are helping to perk up biz here. 
“You’re My Everything” and “Once 
More, My Darling” shape as strong- 
est. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Loew’s) (3,500; 40-70)— 

“Great Sinner’ (M-G) and Broad- 


be Dr. I. Q. radio show Friday 
in 


ights for six weeks. Good $16,000. 


|Last week, “Black Magic” (UA) and 





|“Rose of Yukon” (Rep), $15,500. 


Paramount (Par) (3,400; 40-70)— | 
“You’re My Everything” (20th) and | 


'“Tuna Clipper” (Mono). Big $19,-| 
1000. Last week, “Silver Lining” | 
(WB) (2d wk), fast $12,000. 


Center (Par) (3,400; 40-70)—“Top 
Opens tomor- 
Last week, ‘Movie 

(reissue) and “C- 


(Wed.). 
(Indie) 


Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— | 


“Once More, My Darling” (VU) and | 
Strong $15,-| 


“Illegal Entry” (U). 
Last week, “Abbott- | 


“Arctic Manhunt” (U), $11,500. 
Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- | 





Beverly Hills, Downtown, Hawaii, With Frankie Laine topping |) “nae, th | a x4 
oe cet et ore show, “Wizard of Oz” on Oke ahee Daughs” (RKO). Mild 
a tate’ HA) te wk), Down | reissue is giving Loew's State a $8,500. Last week, Sune Toe) 
to $22,000. Last week, nice $35,-| great week. Majestic’s “It’s a oe lls Pg 500 ro 
500. |Great Feeling” looks hefty. Also sii Seinen tad aeebia 

Chinese, Loew’s State, Loyola, 


nice is RKO Albee’s second wee 


Uptown (FWC) (2,048, 2,404, 1,248, at ; i 
1.719: 60-$1)—“I Was Male War| of “Lost Boundaries. 
Bride” (20th) (2d wk). Nifty $43,- | Estimates for This Week 
000. Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65) 


Last week, terrific $64,000. | 
Downtown, Hollywood, Wiltern | 


(WB) (1,757, 2,756, 2,344; 60-$1)— | Lost Boundaries” (FC) and Reco 

“It's Great Feeling” (WB) (2d wk). | That Baby” (Mono) (2d wk). Peppy | 

Fair $25,000. Last week, $32,000. | $14,000 after hitting big $19,000 
Egyptian, Los Angeles, Wilshire in first. 


WC) (1,538, 2.097, 2,296; 50-$1)— c 
(EWC) (1,538, 2,097, 2,206; 50ST .| Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) — 


" ‘Stiff’ -Vaude Tall 256, 
—| Cincy; ‘Baby’ Wham 116, 


‘Doolins’ Hot at $10,000 


Cincinnati, Aug. 30. 
Lively acceptance of vaude, with 


“Great Sinner” (M-G). Mild $33,- | nian —l«pucky Stiff’ this week, is giving 
000. Last week, ‘“Neptune’s Daugh- “Great Feeling’ ‘WB) and “Rim-| — phew pnt sot sessien. 
ter” (M-G) (2d wk), $38,000. | fire’’ (SG). Hefty $18,000. Last 1 ‘ wont ° : ms la 
Orpheum (D’town) (2,210; 60-$1) | week, “You're My Everything” | Other strong newocmers are upp-| 
—‘‘Roughshod” (RKO) “‘Against| (20th) and “Skyliner” (20th),|ing biz for second straight stanza. 
The Wind” (EL). pte: _— i $16,000. Both “Yes Sir, That’s My Baby” 
with $18,500 in 5 day-daters. Last) tate (Loew) (3,200: 65-85) — = : Riakiena cue 
week, “Pride Yankees” (RKO) and | “Wizard of Oz” (M.G) (reissue) and | and “Doolins of O 
“Tall In Saddle” (RKO) (reissues), | prankie Laine heading stageshow | Smash. 
$23,818 in 5 situations. ‘which includes Artie Dann and| Estimates for This Week 
Pantages, Hillstreet (RKO) (2) Connie Haines. Socko $32,000.| Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-94)—| 
812. 2,890; 50-$1)—‘‘Anna Lucasta Last week, “Biack Magic” (UA)| “Lucky Stiff” A) plus vende 


(Col) and “Blondie Hits Jackpot” 
(Col). Slow $23,000 or near. Last 
week, “Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) 
and “Make Mine Laughs” (RKO) 
(2d wk), $26,000. ; 
United Artists, Ritz, Studio City, 
Vogue (UA-FWC) (2,100, 1,370, — 
880, 885; 60-$1)— “Johnny Stool 


Pigeon” (U) and “Forgotten Wom- * ‘ 
er Mawel, Chey Se "Daniag’ | Legion Hypoes Philly; 
Basie-Vaughan Boost 
‘Tombstone’ Wow 356 


(U) and “Sky Liner” (SG) (2d wk), | 
| 
Philadelphia, Aug. 30. 


$11,000. 
American Legion convention 


(UA), $15,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
— ‘Great Gatsby” (Par). Second 
week began Monday (29). 
week was nice $15,000. 





Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- | 
mounts (F&M) (3,398, 1,451; 60-$1) | 
—‘Rope of Sand” (Par) and at 
L. A. Paramount only, “Down | 
Dakota Way” (Rep). Strong $33.- | 
000. Last week, “Brimstone” (Rep) 


iRep) ae ne 50,000 visitors to town and giv-, Wham $11,000. Holds. 
Fine Arts (FWC) (679; $1.20- ing firstruns much-needed hypo. | Lonesome Pine 

$2.40)—“Red Shoes” (EL) (35th) Threatening weather and showers | 

35.200." $4,500. Last week, kept the advance guard of Legion- “It’s Great Feeling” 
Four Star (UA-FWC) (900; 74-| 


$1)—‘‘Lost Boundaries” (FC) (4th! over weekend. 





wk). Near $5,000. Last week, good Biggest moneymaker is $10,000 
$6,000. Men of Tombstone” kited by the, ’ : 
Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85) — stage show at Earle featuring 
“Quartet” (EL) (14th wk). Down Count Basie band and Sarah 
to $3,000. Last week, $3,900. Vaughan and _ Illinois Jacquet. 
“Madame Bovary” looks solid at} 
Aldine. “Outpost in Morocco’ | 
: looms strong at Stanton, but} 
Balto Biz Spotty But “Black Magic” is only okay at | 
‘ae i ao | Boyd. 
Sinner Livel 15 000 | Estimates for This Week 
: a! Ase WB) (1,303 
‘ ’ J ne | (1,303; 
Touch Soft at $9,000 “Madame Bovary” (M-G). Great 
i $18,000. Last week, ‘Pride Yan- 
sie Baltimore, Aug. 30. kees” (RKO) and “Tall in Sad- 
rade along downtown sector is qje* (RKO) (reissues), mild 
fn spotty groove here with moving $8,000 
aro' od of opening days for new Boyd (WB) (2.369: 50-99) —“Black 
- nO ne Ne Lene Gant | Magic” (UA). Okay $16,000. Last 
n oe woe ae Seow 2 Cen- week, “Great Sinner” (M-G) (3d 
tus od second round of “It’s wk). fine $14.000. 


Great Feeling” is holding steadily 
at the Stanley. “Mr. Soft Touch” 
shapes soft at the Town. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)—“‘Great Sinner’ (M-G). Lead- 


Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)—‘“Bad 
Men Tombstone” (Mono) with 
Count Basie orch, Sarah Vaughan 
topping stageshow. Terrif $35,000. 
Last week, ‘“‘Home of Brave’ (UA) 
(3d wk), neat $15,000. 


ing current parade at nice $15,000. Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99) — 

Last week, “Black Magic” (UA), “Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th) (2d 

fairish $11,800. wk). Nice $18,500 after strong 
“ippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240: $28,000 opener. 

2(.-.0)—“Make Believe Ballroom’ Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 


99)—"‘Good Old Summertime” (M- 
G) (2d wk). Nice $12,000. Last 
week, $16,000. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000: 50-99) 
—‘‘Great Gatsby” (Par) (5th wk). 


(Co) plus vaude headed by Peggy 
Lec. Flesh getting credit for most 
of trade but somewhat disappoint- 
ing at $17,000 because off from rec- | 
ord-making figure hung up by sing- 


ing star last time here. Possibly Down to $5,000. Last week, oke 
ere too soon for a repeat. Last $6,000. 

week, “Homicide” (WB) plus Dick Mastbaum (WB) (4.360: 50-99)— 

Contino unit, fine $16,400. “Great Feeling” (WB) (3d wk). 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460: 20- 
60)—“‘Abbott Costello Meet Kar- 
Joff” (U). Opened yesterday (Mon.) 
after second week of “Home of 
Brave” (UA) held at $7.500 kehind 
strong opener of $11,200. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-65)— 
“Brimstone” (Rep). Mild $4,500. 

(Continyed .on page 24) |, , 


Neat $14,000. Last week, $18,500. 
Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99) — 
“Scene of Crime” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Tame $12,000 after nice $18,000 
opener. 
Stanton (WB) 
“Outpost in Morocco” (UA). Solid 
$13,000. Last week, “Not Wanted” 
(FC) (2d wk), $9,000, , 


| 
{ 
| 


| 


'Sinner” (M-G) (2d wk), okay $8,000. | 


| 
| 


‘naires glued to midtown ed ae | Manhunt” (U). Nice $12. 
Young’ Rousing $15,000, | 


“Bad '(UA) and “This Is New York” (UA), 


i 


} “Judge Ste ” 
(1,476; 50-99) —| ps Out” (RKO), 


and “Lone Wolf and His Lady”; topped by Gus Van. Diversified 8- 
lact bill the tugger for a whopping 


$25,000. Last week, area preem of 
“Roseanna McCoy” (RKO) hypoed 


First | by terrific promotional campaign, 


opening day p.a. of Farley Granger 
and WLW’s “Morning Matinee” | 
show with Ruth Lyons on week 
days, about same at 55-75c scale. 


Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-75)—) 
“Madame Bovary” (M-G). Favor-} 
able $9,500. Last week, “Great 


Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— | 
“Doolins of Oklahoma” (Col). | 
Swell $10,000. Last week, “Not | 


Wanted” (FC), ditto. 
Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 55-75) 


here this week is bringing about —“yes Sir, That’s My Baby” (U). | 


Last week, | 
(Par) (reissue), | 
500. 
Palace (RKO) (2,100; 55-75)—| 

(WB) and) 
000. 


Last week, “Black Magic” 





Port.; ‘Number’ Fast 14G 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 30. 
Biz is up at firstruns this week. 
Cool weather, no legit shows and | 
good product are the reasons. “Any | 


50-99) —' Number Can Play” and “Mighty | 


Joe Young” are both scoring. 


Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) | 
—"Any Number Play” (M-G) and | 
“Some Of Best” (M-G). Seorching 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Wizard of 
Oz” (M-G) (reissue) and “The 
Castaway” (Rep) (2d wk), okay $6,- 
500. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— 
“One False Step” (U) and “One 
Woman's Story” (U). Mild $4,300. 


Last week, “Big Cat” (EL) and 
“In This Corner” (EL), so-so 
$5,000. 


Oriental (H-E) (2.000: 50-85) ~— 
“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) and 
“Make Mine Laughs” (RKO). day 
date with Paramount. Fine $4.500. | 
a tek “Anna Lucasta” (Col) 
and “Judge Steps Out” (RKO) 
oo 500. p ut RKO), 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750: 50-85) — 
‘Massacre River” (Mono) and “Skv 
Dragon” (Mono). Slim $6,500. Last 
— oe (RKO) and “Sal-| 
udos migos” ( (rei ; 
$6,700. g RKO) (reissues), 
Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85)— 
“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) and 
Make Mine Laughs” (RKO), also 
Oriental. Big $10,500 or near. Last | 
week, “Anna Lucasta” (Col) and 
. 10,000. 
. United Artists (Parker) den be. 
(M-G) PP pe an gorge 

‘k). Fine 5 
week, teryific $10,500. sre nr 


— 


i¢ 





| Bob 


|“Atrica Screams” 
weems 


(RKO) (2d run). Good $4,000 and 


| Sir, That's My Baby” is copping 


| sock fare for that house. 


| Jack” (M-G). 


Wednesday, August 3], 1949 


‘Promise’-Vaude Rosy $25,500 in Hub 
Despite Slow Pace; ‘Sinner’ Oke 31¢ 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Tota! Gross 
- This Ween ..:..: $2,731,000 
(Based on 24 cities, 199 
theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 
cluding N. Y.). 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,404,000 
(Based on 22 cities and 201 
theatres.) 


Red Pony’ Fast 














lt 


| 


} 
| 


$13,000 in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 30. 

This is State Fair Week here and 
the big exposition probably will 
draw a million customers, but, as | 
usual, it’s stacking up as opposition 
to film houses. Nevertheless, Radio 
City, with the second stage show 
in little more than a month, looks 
en route to a huge take with “Africa 
Screams.” Stage lineup includes 
Crosby, Three Stooges and 
Ted Weems band. Strongest major 
newcomer at straight-film houses 
is “The Red Pony,” big at State. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1.600; 50-70)—} 
“Movie Crazy” (Indie) (reissue). 
This Harold Lloyd oldie is only 
fair $5,000. Last week, “One 
Woman’s Story” (U), $6,000. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—“One 
False Step” (U). Okay $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Lonesome Pine” (Par) and 


“Geronimo” (Par) (reissues), mild 
$4,500. 
Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-85)— 


(UA) and Ted 
orch, Bob Crosby, 3 
Stooges, Penny Edwards topping 
stageshow. Stage array packing | 
‘em in. Smash $35,000 looms. Last 
week, “Any Number Play” (M-G) 
(50-70), good $16,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800: 50- 
70)—‘Mr. Soft Touch” (Col). Fair 
$9,500. Last week, “Anna Lucasta”’ 
(Col), $10,500. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600: 50-70)— 
“Anna Lucasta”’ (Col) (m.o.). Tepid 
$5,000. Last week, “Illegal Entry” 
(U), fair $7,500. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“Red 
Pony” (Rep). Big $13,000 or near. 
Last week, “Great Gatsby” (Par) 
(2d wk), $4,500 for 4 days. 

World (Mann) (400; 
“Mourning Becomes 


50-70)— 
Electra” 


holding. Last week, “Silver 
Lining” (WB) (3d wk), $2,500. 


‘My Baby’ Leads L’ville, 
At Hefty $14,000; ‘Pass’ 
Solid 76, ‘Lucasta’ 126 


Louisville, Aug. 30. 
Newcomers on downtown screens 
are drawing the customers back to 
film houses this week. Biz pickup 
standout at the Rialto where “Yes 





big trade. State’s “Anna Lucasta”’ 
also is drawing well. Roy Rogers 
pic “Susanna Pass” at Strand is 


Estimates for This Week 
Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,400: 
45-65)—“‘It’s Great Feeling” (WB) 
(2d wk). Measuring up for neat $7,- 
000 after last week’s sock $11.000. 
National 


(Standard) (2,400: 50-| 
85)—“Mr. Big” (U) and “Easy | 
Come, Easy Go” (Par) reissues) 


plus seven-act vaude bill on Stage. 
Satisfactory $8,000. Last week. 
“Give Out, Sisters’ (U) and 
“Ladies Man” (Par) (reissues) plus 
seven vaude acts, brisk $8,500. 
Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000: | 
45-65)—"‘Yes Sir, That’s My Baby” 
(U) and “Incident” (Mono). Pulling 
hefty $14,000. Last week. *“Rose- 
anna McCoy” (RKO) hypoed_ by 
p.a. of stars and week-long on stage 
appearance of WHAS disk jockeys | 
and hillbilly talent, lusty $19,000. 
y State (Loew's) (3,000: 45-65)— 
Anna Lucasta” (Col) and “Big. 
Okay $12,000. Last | 
week, “Black Magic’ (UA) and) 
‘Law of Barbary Coast” (Col), $11,- 
000. | 
Strand (FA) (1,000: 45-65)—_ 
“Susanna Pass” (Rep) and “Hell-| 
fire” (Rep). 
bing fine $7,000. 
“Green Promise” 


Last 
(RKO) 


Week, | 


“Stagecoach Kid” (Rep), mild $4,- Tribe” (Col) (2d wk). Fine 
00. .' | Last week, $9,000. 


| to $2,000 after $2,500 for 


| “House 
wk-5 days), fair $14,700. 


Last week, 
(WB) (2d wk), $10,000. 


big as ever. . 
‘time” in second week at State sv 


| “‘Geronimo” 


/Smash $7,000, and holding. (Col) 


Top Western fare grab- | $6,000. 


and, “Anna Lucasta” (Col) an 





|fortable margin. 
'“Great Sinner” at Stat 


; Boston, 

Biz is holding up chan ae . 

town this stanza with vau _ 

‘Green Promise” at RKO Bo 

still leading the pack by a cae 
WO newcomers 

e and Or. 


pheum, and “Great Gatsby” at Met 


shape just okay. 
Estimates for This Week 


Astor (Jaycox) (1,200: J 
“Lost Boundaries” (FC) (7th oe 
Okay $4,000 after $4,800 last week. 
“Roseanna McCoy” (RKO) 6 ses 
tomorrow (Wed.). _ 

Boston (RKO) (3,200: 55-85) 
“Green Promise” (RKO) plus 
vaude. Nifty $25,500. Last Week 
“Kazan” (Col) and vaude, $26,000, 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-95) 


“Great Feeling” (WB) and “ 
ing Fury” (Rep) (2d wk). Mild 
000 after fair $5,500 for first. ’ 

Mayflower (ATC) (700: 40-85) 
“Not Wanted” (FC) (5th wk). Down 
round. 7 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000: 40-85) 
“Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th) and 
“Woman Hater” (20th) (2d wk). Not 
— $17,000 after nice $19,500 for 
irst. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367: 40-95) 
—"Great Gatsby” (Par) and “Sky 
Liner” (SG). Okay $20.000. Last 
week, “You're My Everything” and 
Across Street” (WB) (2d 


Orpheum (Loew) (3,000: 40-85). 
“Great Sinner” (M-G) and “Devil's 
Henchman” (Indie). Okay $19,000 
Last week, “Black Magic” (UA) and 
“Daring Caballero” (Col), $14,800. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700: 40-85)— 
“It's a Great Feeling” (WB) and 
“Flaming Fury” (Rep) (2d wk). Fair 
$9,000 after about average $12,500 
for first. 

State (Loew) (3,500: 40-85) 
“Great Sinner” (M-G) and “Devil's 
Henchman” (Indie). Nice $12,000, 
Last week, “Black Magic” (UA) and 


| “Daring Caballero” (Col), $10,000. 





‘FAN’ BREEZY $14,000, 


MONT’L; ‘COLO.’ $12,000 


Montreal, Aug. 30. 

Business throughout summer 
months here, in spite of unfavor- 
able weather, is running about 
Same as in 1948. Break in heat is 
spelling fine biz this week. “The 
Fan” looks fast at Palace while 
“Colorado Territory” is doing 
nicely at Princess. 

Estimates for This Week 
Leew’s (C. T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 


'“You’re My Everything” (20th) (2d 


wk). Off to $13,000 after smash 


opening at $22,000. 


Capito! (C. T.) (2,412; 34-60\— 
“Lust for Gold’ (Col) (2d wk). 


| Down to slim $9,000 following nice 
| $14,000 opener. 


(2,625: 34-60\— 
Fast $14,000. 
Jones Beach" 


reece (CG. T.) 
“The Fan” (20th). 
“Girl 


Princess (C. T.) (2,131; 34-60)— 


“Colorado Territory” (WB). Solid 


$12,000. Last week, ‘Stratton 


' Story” (M-G) (2d wk), fine $10,000. 


Orpheum (C. T.) (1,000; 34-60/— 
“Black Magic” (UA) (2d wk) and 
“Lone Wolf Lady” (UA) (2d wk. 


| Off to $5,000 after sock opener # 


$10,000. 





‘Feeling’ Fine $12,000, 


Omaha; ‘Pine’ Hot 136 


Omaha, Aug. 30. 

Although “Great Feeling” at Pat 
amount will do top biz for new Plt; 
tures, two oldies, ‘“‘Lonesome Pine 
and “Geronimo” are out ahea 
with smash session at Orpheum. 
These two reissues are playing 
their third date at Orpheum and 4 
“Good Old Summer- 


is big. 
Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; a 
65)—"‘Lonesome Pine” (Par) @™ 
(Par) (reissues: 
Smash $13,500, for one of a1 
grosses of year despite being ~ 
ies. Last week, “Lost Boundaries, 
(FC) and “Leave To Henly 
(Mono), $12,000. 

Paramount a 
65)—"‘Great Feeling” (WD’. 
big $12,000. Last week, “Girl Jones 
Beach” (WB), $11,500. i 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16- *) 


“Good Old Summertime’ aa 


2.800; 16 


Very 


week, “Commandos at Dawn yes) 
and “Destroyer” (Col) (reiss 


Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-657, 


$7,500. 
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State-Lake. Of the longruns 
“Mighty Joe Young” at Grand ends 


+ four-week stint with neat $10,000. 


Estimates for This Week 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98) 


i “Top O’ Morning” (Par) with Alan 


Young, Liberace, Lind Bros. Great 
| 70.000 looms. Last week, “Silver 
Lining’ (WB) with Billy Eckstine 
pa. (2d wk), smash $63,000. 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)— 
“Reign of Terror” and “Sleeping 
Car Trieste” (EL). Trim $8,000 
Last week, “Doolins of Oklahoma” 


and “Lost Tribe’ (Col) (2d wk’, 
$6,000. 
Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98)— 


‘Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) (4th 
wk). Holding fairly steary at $10,- 
000. Last week, $12,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—‘Black Magic” (UA) aided by 
Louis Prima orch. Big $50,000 or 
near. Last week, “You’re My 
Everything’ (20th) with “ George 
Jessel personal (3d wk), $41,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“Abbott-Costello Meet the Killer” 
(Ui and “Leave To Henry” (Mono) 


2d wk). Bright $13,000 Last 
week, $18,000. 
Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 50-98) — 


“Miracle of Life’ (indie) (4th wk). 
Nifty $10,000. Last week, $11,500. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,700; 50-98) — 
“Manhandled” (Par) and “Big Cat” 
(EL). Minor $$10,000. Lest week. 
“Yes Sir, That’s My Baby.” (U) 
(2d wk), big $16,000. 

Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20- 
$240\—“Red Shoes” (EL) (36th 
“ae ne at $6,000. Last week, 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 50-98) 
—Great Gatsby” (Par) (2d wk) 
Faney $19,000. Last week, $29,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
8\—“Madame_ Bovary” (M-G). 
Modeerate $14,000. Last week. 
Scene of Crime” (M-G) (2d wk, 
$16,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98- 
$125\—“Jolson Sings Again” (Col). 
Sensational $49,000 seen for mid- 
fest preem, all-time high here. Last 


Week. “Champion” (UA) (6th wk), 
$12,000. 


BALL GAMES HIT CLEVE. 
BO; ‘GATSBY’ $18,000 


H Cleveland, Aug. 30. 
ome basebail games of Cleve- 
ind Indians cut deeply into week- 
end biz at key houses. “Great Gats- 
nf week’s leader, is mild $18,000 

State. Just ordinary takes are 

Ing caught by “Mr. Soft Touch” 
Kg Hipp, and Palace’s “Dumbo”- 

aludos Amigos” oldie combo. 


Estimates for This Week 
Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-70!— 


Stampede” (Mono). Oke $9,000. 
any Week, “Yes Sir, That’s My 


(U), satisfying $10,500. 

_.Sauire (Community) (704; 55-70) 
Been Boundaries” (FC) (6th wk). 
Wecglent $8,000 after $8,500 last 


ars (Warners) (3,700; 55-70)— 
$15 50net Touch” (Col). Average 
hata Last week, “You're My 
Pane (20th), ditto. 

“Satare, (RKO) (3,300; 55-70)— 
Saludos Amigos” (RKO) and 
(RKO) (reissues). Thin 
week, “One Last 
4 plus vaude unit, profit- 


“Grave ,(Loew’s) (3,400; 55-70)— 
000 fat Gatsby” (Par). Modest $18.- 
ast week, “Great Sinner” 


NG). $15,500, 

“Bratman (Loew's) (2,700; 55-70)— 
Drock,, Magic” (UA) (2d wk. 
after unexpectedly to $7,000 
eek excellent $13,500 for last 





i 


St. Louis, Aug. 30. 

Interest in the National League 
pennat race, with the Cards now 
out in lead, is keeping the local 
populace glued to the radio, and 
biz is suffering as a result. Despite 
apathy of dailies and crix on vaud- 
film policy at the Fox, the turn- 
stile activity is good. Another fine 
week is in prospect with ‘One 
False Step.” “Great Sinner” 
“It’s Great Feeling” both are doing 
well among straight-filmers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—‘You’re My Everything” (20th) 
and “Great Gatsby” (Par) (m.o.). 
Oke $10,000. Last week, “You're 
My Everything” (20th) and “One 
Last Fling’ (WB), nice $14,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75)—“One 


False Step’ (U) and vaude. Big 
$27,000. Last week, “Canadian | 
Pacific’ (20th) and vaude, great 


$32,000. 
Loew's (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) — 


“Great Sinner” (M-G) and “Big 
Jack” (M-G). Fine $19,000. Last 
week, “Black Magic” (UA) and 


“Jungle Jim” (Col), $14,000. 


Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— | 


“Great Feeling” (WB) and “House 
Across Street’ (WB). 
000. Last week, “Great Gatsby” 
(Par) and “Bride Vengeance” (Par) 
(2d wk), $8,000. 


St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— | 


“Once More, My Darling” (U) and 
“Air Hostess” (Col). Trim $12,000. 
Last week, “Calamity Jane” (U) 


and ‘Illegal Entry” (U), $10,500. 





D.C. Continues Strong; 
‘Young’ Robust $15,000, 
‘Lucasta’ Okay $18,000 


Washington, Aug. 30. 
Despite return of hot weather 
and absence of many government 
workers away on vacation this 
month, leading houses are doing a 
flourishing biz. Tenth annual ‘‘Go- 
ing Native” revue, onstage, with 
“Secret Garden,” is doing well at 
Capitol. “Madame Bovary” at Pal- 
ace is not smash in 11 days, but 
“Mighty Joe Young” at 
looms big. 
Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434; 44-85)— | 


“Secret Garden” (M-G) plus vaude. 
Drawing power of “Going Native” 
revue of local talent promises satis- 
factory $25,000. Last week, “Sand” 
(20th) with vaude, picked up after 


slow start to better than expected , 


$21,000. 
Dupont (435; 50-85)—‘“Don Quix- 
ote” (Indie) (2d wk). Looks to keep 


near sensational $5,420 of first 
week. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80)— 


“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO). Socko 


$15,000. Last week, “Blue Lagoon” 
(U), hot $16,500. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-80) 
— “Cover Girl’ (Col) and “Never 
Lovelier’ (Col) (reissues). Fancy 
$8,000. Last a of 

s<lahoma” (Col), ,000. 
ies (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Madame Bovary” (M-G). Okay 
$36,000 in 11 days. Moves out 
Thursday (1) for “Come to Stable’ 
(20th). 

——— (Lopert) (432; 50-85)— 
“Girl in Painting” (U). Better than 
average $6,250. Last week, “One 
Woman's Story” (U) (3d wk), $3,- 


550. x 
Warner (WB) (2,164; 44-74)- 
(Col). Just okay 


“Anna Lucasta” wt 
$18,000. Last week, “It’s Great 


Feeling” (WB), $18,500 but below 


" rans-Lux (T-L) (654; 44-80)— 
“Home of Brave” (UA) (4th wki. 
Fair $4,000 for last 4 days after 
unexpected drop last week to 


$5,000. ” 


and | 


Solid $14,- | 


Keith’s 


Acuff show onstage. Great $18,000. 
Last week, “Gunga Din” (RKO) and 
“Lost Patrol’’ (RKO) (reissues), fair 
$6,500 in 8 days at 44-65c scale. 


Touch’ Okay In 
Det. at $14,000 


Detroit, Aug. 30. 

Holdovers shape strongest this 
week. “Soit Touch” looks okay at 
Palms but “Calamity Jane” will be 
mild at Adams. “Great Feeling” 
and “Lost Boundaries’ ’are the ace 
holdovers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (‘Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95)— 
“Lost Boundaries” (FC) (2d week). 
Swell $35,000. Last week, $44,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
70-95)—"‘Great Feeling” (WB) and 
“Alimony” (EL) (2d wk). Big $24,- 
000. Last week, $30,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95)—‘Mr. 
Soft Touch” (Col) and “Lost Tribe’”’ 
(Rep). Oke $14,000. Last week, 
“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) (2d 
wk), great $11,000. 

United Artists (UD) (2,000; 70- 
95'\—*‘Black Magic” (UA) and ‘“‘Gay 
Amigo” (Mono) (2d wk). Trim 
$14,000. Last week, $18,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95) — 
“Mighty Joe Young’ (RKO) and 
“Miranda” (EL) (transferred from 
'Palms). Fine $9,000 for this week 
downtown. Last week, ‘“Can’t Take 
It With You” (Col) and “Mr. Smith 








‘to Washington” (Col) (reissues) 
| $6,000. 

| Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95) 
| 


—‘‘Calamity Jane” (U) and “Seal 
Island” (RKO). Mild $7,000. Last 
week, “Any Number Play” (M-G) 
and “Pack Up Troubles’ (M-G) 
(3d wk), $6,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70- 
95\—"Johnny Stool Pigeon” (U) 
(2d wk). Fading to $6,000. Last 
week, $7,500. 


| 


| 
| 


“Sword in Desert” a strong second 
at the Criterion. Former, with Jack 
Haley topping stageshow, is soar- 
ing to a smash $118,000, or near 
it, on first week. “Sword” is rack- 


ing up a socko $50,000, or a bit 
under, at Criterion 
Also big is “Madame Bovary” 


plus David Rose band, Eileen Bar- 
ton and Jay Marshall onstage, with 

78,000 at Capitol. Reissue combo 
of “Duck Soup” and “Animal 
Crackers” is great $17,000 in small 
Gotham. Palace continues recent 
pace, doing fine $22,000 with “Red 
Stallion in Rockies” and vaude. 
“Frustration,”  foreign-made, is 
hitting lofty $11,500 at Rialto, sexy 
theatre front paying off despite 
crix barbs. 

“Jolson Sings Again” continues 
way up in the clouds on second 
State week albeit down sharply 
from initial stanza with $74,000 or 
thereabouts. First week hit $93.- 
000, all-time record at State. 

Fourth week of “Good Old Sum- 
mertime,” with stageshow, at Music 
Hall also is off considerably from 
pace of first three weeks. Current 
week’s $124,000 still is hefty coin, 
pic holding a fifth through Labor 
Day. 

Strand reopens Friday (2) with 
stagefilm policy after week’s shut- 


down for facelift. ‘‘White Heat,” 
| latest James Cagney starrer, and 
Xavier Cugat band and _ Latin- 


American revue comprise opening 
bill. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 
—‘Lost Boundaries” (FC) (9th wk). 
Still in chips at $16,500 after fancy 
$19,000 last session. Stays on. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20-$2.40) 
—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (45th wk). Off 
a bit with the rest of the Street at 
$9,500 after big $10,600 44th week. 
Continues on indef. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
—‘‘Madame Bovary” (M-G), with 
David Rose orch, Eileen Barton, 
Jay Marshall .heading stage 
Getting big $78,000 or near. Holds. 





Pittsburgh, Aug. 30. 
' Biz is diving again with return 
of warmer weather, and only 
“Great Sinner” at Penn and “Lost 
Boundaries,”’ on moveover to War- 
ner. are doing much. “Sinner” is 
‘only fairly okay. “Mr. Soft Touch” 
and “Great Gatsby” are way off at 
Harris and Stanley, respectively. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 45-80) — 
“Once More, My Darling” (U). 
Only fair $8,500. Last week, “Sand” 
(20th), about same. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80) — 
“Mr. Soft Touch” (Col). Just 
staggering along and will come out 
after only 6 days, with “Slattery’s 


Hurricane” (20th) due to open 
Thursday (l', a day ahead of 
schedule. Very thin $6,500. Last 


week. “Yes Sir, That’s My Baby” 
1 (U). solid $13,500. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 45-80) 
—“Great Sinner’ (M-G). Only 
fairly satisfactory $18,000. Last 
week, “Black Magic” (UA), $17,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 45-80) 
“Great Gatsby” (Par). Not pulling 
them in and will be very slow $11,- 
000. Last week, ‘Lost Boundaries 
(2d wk), bangup $16,000. 

Warner ‘WB) (2,000; 45-80) 
“Lost Boundaries’ (FC) (m.0.). 
Continuing to hold up big at $11,- 
900 or near. Last week, “One Last 
Fling” ‘WB: and “House Across 
Street” (WB); @imr $6;000-° «* 


Pitt Biz Sloughed by Heat: ‘Sinner 
Passable $18,000, ‘Gatsby’ Dull 116 


+ 





_ 


| 


Crosby Rousing $17,000, 
Denver; ‘Beach’ $27,000 


Denver, Aug. 30. 

“Girl From Jones Beach” at 
Broadway and two drive-ins is tak- 
ing top coin here this session. It 
stays at Broaodway and moves over 
to two other drive-ins for a week. 
“Top O’ Morning,” Bing Crosby’s 
latest, is so big at Denham it is 
holding over. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 35- 
74)—"Girl Jones Beach” (WB) and 
‘House Across Street” (WB), day- 
date with East, West drive-ins. Fine 
$8,000. Holds. Last week, “Silver 
Lining” (WB) (4th wk), $4,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-74) 
—‘Top O’ Morning” (Par). Big 
$17,000. Holding. Last week, 
“Great Victor Herbert” (Par) (re- 
issue), no dice $8,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 
“Africa Screams” (UA) and 
Last Fling’ (WB), day-date with 
Esquire, Webber. Mild $12,000. 
Last week, “You're My Everything” 
(20th) and ‘“‘Lone Wolf Lady” (Col), 
$16,000. 

East Drive-In (Wolfberg) (900 
cars; 74)—‘Girl Jones Beach” (WB) 

(Continued on page 24) 


bill | 


four days, and looks great $17,000; 
holds. Last week, “Special Agent” 
(Par), $7,000 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.20) 

“Too Late for Tears” (UA) (3d- 
final wk). Down to dim $10,500 
after thin $14,000 for second. “Kid 
From Cleveland” (Rep) opens Sat- 
urday (3) 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20) 
“Red Stallion in Rockies” (EL) with 
vaude. Fine $22,000, or close to it. 
Last week, “Arctic Manhunt” (U) 
and vaude, $22,500. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
—‘Top O’ the Morning” (Par) plus 
Carmen Cavallaro orech, De Marco 
Sisters, Gary Morton, Vanderbilt 
Boys onstage. Opens today (Wed.). 
Last week, “Rope of Sand” (Par) 
and Tex Beneke orch, Vic Damone, 
Corinne Calvet heading stageshow 
(4th wk), held well at $65,000 after 
solid $76,000 for third stanza. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Hamlet” (U) (49th wk). 
Off with other houses in 48th frame 
ended last Monday (29) with $7,700 
after $8,700 in previous week. Con- 
tinues indef 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—‘“Good Old 
Summertime” (M-G) and stageshow 
(4th wk). Still in big coin at $124,- 
000 after strong $142,000 for third 


— 


session. Continues into fifth week, 
taking it through Labor Day. 
Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98)— 
“Frustration” (FC). Eyes big $ll- 
500. Holds. Last week, “Body 
Snatcher” (RKO) (reissues) and 


“Bride of Death” (Indie) (2d wk), 
$7,000. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25) 
—‘‘Come to Stable” (20th) (5th wk). 
Still doing nicely at $22,500 but 
dip from hefty $24,500 of last week, 
which was below expectancy. Stays 


on. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50)—‘I 
Was Male War Bride” (20th) plus 
Jack Haley, Martha Stewart, Max- 
ellos, new iceshow. Initial frame 
looks to hit smash $118,000 or near, 
best here in many weeks. Doing 
five shows daily first three days. 
Holding. Last week, ‘“Slattery’s 
Hurricane’ (20th) with Evelyn 
Knight, Sid Caesar, others onstage 
(2d wk), mild $62,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 50-$1.80)— 
“Jolson Sings Again” (Col) (3d wk). 
Initial holdover stanza slipped con- 
siderably from record-breaking first 
week, being hurt by offish weekend 
like many other houses. However, 


| still way up in clouds at huge $74,- 
| 000. First round went to $93,000, 


| sturdy $8,000 last frame. 


35-74) — | 
“One | 


bit below hopes but far above pre- 
vious all-time high at house. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 50-$1.25)— 
Shuttered for facelift prior to re- 
opening next Friday (2) with re- 
sumption of stage-film policy. 
“White Heat” (WB) and Xavier Cu- 
gat orch and Latin-American revue 
onstage reopen spot. Had used 
straight film policy for about six 
weeks with indifferent results. 

Sutton (R & B) (561; 70-$1.20)— 
“Quartet” (EL) (23d wk). Holding 
near recent gait with $7,600 after 
“Fallen 
Idol” (SRO), due in next, not set 
for opening date thus far. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.50)—“‘The Window” (RKO) (4th 
wk). Feeling current general down- 
beat with okay $14,000 after nice 
$16,000 last week. May not hold 
much past Labor Day week al- 
though nothing set to follow. 
“Christopher Columbus” (U) 
ng to open Oct. 12 but not be- 
ore. 





Directs Parks Indie 
Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

Joseph Lewis has been signed 
to direct “Stakeout,” first Larry 
Parks indie starrer being prepped 
to roll this fall. 

Parks and Louis Mandell head 
firm. Story is by Anthony Manp 
and Pronees Rosenwaltt ” ” - 
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New German Film Control Office 
Readying to Start Next Month 


Frankfurt, Aug. 30. 
The long-planned German film 
control office, a local variation of 
the Hays office, will become a re- 
ality the end of September, local 
film sources said here. 


| 
The orzanization will be a com- 


plete mixture of oe eae 
racy and organizationalism, almost 
as complicted as were the recent 
elections. It resembles a three- 
nouse Parlianment or court system, 
however. German film men here 
say “it is the first really democratic 
institution to be set up in this 
country.” They’re also proud that 
western Germany will be the first 
European country to have such an 
institution. . 

Organization will be called “Frei- 
willige Selbskontrolle or “‘volun- 
tary seif control.” It will be 
formed and will have its headquar- 
ters in Wiesbaden. The body has 
been planned for a long time by 
jnfluential German _ filmmakers, 
headed by veteran producer Kurt 
Oertel. 

The new control agency has 
Military Government approval and 
will be a possible successor to the 
U. S. Army Information Services 
Division (ISD). ISD will stop 
functioning as a licensing and cen- 
sorship body for motion pictures 
sometime around Sept. 20, coincid- 
ing with the formation of the Ger- 
man “Hays office.” 

Organization, as its name sug- 
gests, is voluntary, with no domes- 
tie or foreign producers, distribu- 
tors or exhibitors compelled to 
join and subject their products to 
approval. There’s a certain catch 
to it, however, namely, that the as- 
sociation of German distributors 
have approved as a whole the new 
control body, thus making practi- 
cally impossible the screening of 
any motion picture which was not 
approved by, or rather submitted 
to it. 

Organization will consist of three 
committees. These will decide the 
fate of German and foreign films 
after Hauptausschuss (Main Com- 
mittee) and Juristenausschuss (Ju- 
dicial Committee). 

- The control authority also laid 
down its rules for future pix to be 
shown in western Germany: 

1. A motion picture should not 
show themes, acts or situations 


bound to hurt moral or religious 


(Continued on page 18) 


Markova-Dolin End 
SRO Tour of Africa; 
English Visit Starts 


London, Aug. 30. 





Alicia Markova and Anton Dolin | 


have just ended a successful tour in 
South Africa. Under sponsorship 
of African Theatres and 
Cherniavsky, the dancers gave a 


total of 50 performances, touring | 


South Africa, Rhodesia and Cen- 
tral Africa. 

Average concert tour in South 
Africa has been 10 to 15 perform- 
ances. Markova and Dolin’s suc- 
cess was such, extra performances 
had to be added on in each city. 
In Johannesburg, originally sched- 
uled for four performances, they 
played a month, moving from His 
Majesty's, a 1,200-seater, to the 

mpire, where nearly 2,000 saw 
them at-each performance. 

In Capetown they recruited the 
local ballet corps of the Univer- 
Sity Ballet and the South African 
National Ballet Co. and presented 
‘Swan Lake,” “Giselle,” ‘“‘Syl- 


Phides” aud others in the classic | 


repertoire, 

_ Dancers will return to Africa 
In 1951 under the same Cherniav- 
sky sponsorship. The duo opened 
aturday night (27) in London at 
the Harringay Arena where, play- 
ing to 7,000 people, they began a 


Ondon season of six perform- 
ances to be followed by an ex- 
tensive tour through the British 
sles. Their personal manager, 
Alfred Katz, who accompanied 
them on the African tour, has re- 
urned to New York. 





TWO LUX FILMS IN N. Y. 

Lux Film Distributing Corp., 
last week received prints 
films produced by Lux of 


x ¥. 
of two 
ome. 
._Intended for fall release. the 
plate “Mafia” (“In Nome Della 
(“Adan, and “Adam and Eve” 
Adamo e Eva”). 


Alex | 


4 
+ 





Four New Cinemas Due In 


| Portuguese West Africa 
Lisbon, Aug. 23. 

Local film industry will have 
more opportunities of placing its 
pix in Portuguese West Africa in 
the near future. 

Four new cinemas will be com- 
pleted in the fall in the towns of 
Luanda, Lobito, Benguela and Nova 


Lisboa. Each of these towns has 
already one cinema at least. but 
they are old, small buildings. The 
new houses will be larger and 


modern in every respect. 
also have a stage. 


They'll be inaugurated a week 
apart by a Portuguese revue com- 
pany now touring the colony. 


Can. Pix Chain 
Vs. Ad Shorts 


Toronto, Aug. 30. 
“Your business is to sell 


They'll 





enter- 
tainment,” is the warning to mem- 
bers of the Motion Picture Thea- 
tres Assn. in countering the cur- 
rent all-out drive of industrial- 
film makers to place five-minute 
shorts extolling toothpastes, soap 
products, cigarettes and home per- 
manent-wave sets. Under signa- 
ture ot Archibald Jolley, MPTA 
secretary, it’s pointed out to mem- 
bers that “this association remains 
entirely neutral in the matter but 
leaves it to the exhibitor-member’s 
own discretion whether or not he 
cares to rent his screen for adver- 
tising purposes.” (Membership 
in MPTA ‘ncludes the “Big Three” 
chains in Canada—Famous Players, 
the Odeon houses (Rank) and Nat 
Taylor’s 20th setup.) 

Chief drive has been launched 
by Audio Pictures of Canada, Ltd., 
with studios near Toronto, and 
with such clients as Tuckett To- 
bacco, Pepsodent and Lever Bros. 
Newspaper advertising campaign 
shows certain small chains and in- 
dies plugging showings of such 
shorts. J6lley points out that 
standard contract states minimum 
number of commercial shorts to be 
{shown at every regular perform- 
| ance, 
;months, and that no 
clause is included in the contract 
| which would permit the exhibitor 
to cancel the remainder of the con- 
tract should the exhibitor become 
dissatisfied. 


Mex Pix Producers Seek 
Easing of Jap Ceiling 


Mexico City, Aug. 23. 

Dickers have been started by 
Mexican pic producers, spearhead- 
ed by the trade’s own bank, Banco 
Nacional Cinematografico, to in- 
duce Gen. Douglas MacArthur to 
ease the ceiling of 20 Mexican 
‘films a year he has decreed for 
exhibition in Japan. 

Producers claim the Japs would 
welcome all pix Mexico produces, 
which have averaged around 80 
yearly, and state that plots and 
themes of Mexican pix appeal 
more to Orientals than do those 
of Hollywood productions. 








Mysore Bans Theatre 
Bldg.; Stiffens Censor 
Madras, Aug. 16. 

The Mysore State government 
has imposed a total ban on con- 
struction of theatres within the 
state for three years. Reasons ad- 
vanced are scarcity of materials 
and drain on available economy. 

Government has also called on 
all state exhibitors to censor each 
and every English picture in the 
state, notwithstanding whether 
they have been censored or not 
in the Indian Union. All English 
pictures have henceforth to be 
shown to the Mysore Censor Board 
and a state censor certificate ob- 
tained before they can be shown 
on the screen. 


Bernard J. Gates, Monogram’s 
Latin American supervisor, fre- 
turned to New York last week 
after a three-month South Amerl- 
ican survey. 


that this is binding for 24) 
short-term | 


| 


| 


—_ 
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Duvivier Yanks Fest Pic; 
Claims Choices Stacked 


; Cannes, Aug. 23. 
Julien Duvivier, Paris-Hollywood 
film director, unceremoniously 
yanked a showing of his new film, 
Au Royaume des Cieux,” which 


was to have been shown in Cannes 
last week (15). 


US. Participation in Pix Festivals 
Seen Paying Of in Tilted Rentals 


| 
| 
| 


He has also refused to enter the | 
film in any film festivals, claiming | 
that all the selections are prede- | 


termined 


—_— 
ee 


Jap Newsreels, Radio 
Go All-Out Covering 
L.A.’s Int'l Swim Meet 


Tokyo, Aug. 23. 
Japanese radio and newsreel dis- 
tribs have gone all-out to give the 
Nipponese complete coverage of the 


participation of the sensational 
| Japanese swimming team in the 
| recent National AAU swim meet 


| Ministry 
|days to settle the dispute, he said, | 


in Los Angeles. Clear screen beat 
was scored by Central Motion Pic- 
ture Exchange, local outlet for the 
Motion Picture Export Assn., 
which received daily footage by 
trans-Pacifie Clipper and did a fast 
job of editing and dubbing in Jap 
dialog to hit the screens 30 
hours later as an add to its weekly 


some 


united Newsreel 
Two of Japan’s biggest news- 
papers, Asahi and Mainichi, also 


cashed in on the frantic swim team 
fever which swept the nation by 
contracting for special newsreel 
footage of the meet to be flown to 
Japan and exhibited in Tokyo and 
Osaka under the newspaper's 
auspices. 

Broadcasting Corp. of Japan, 
nation’s monopoly network, pre- 
sented its first postwar _inter- 
national program with direct 
Japanese-language broadcasts from 
the Los Angeles Olympic pool 
daily from Aug. 18 to 20. Broad- 
casts were made by Seiji Shi- 
maura, a BCJ announcer now in 
the U. S. studying at Columbia U. 
on a Rockefeller grant. Shimaura 
broadcast the 1932 Olympic Games 


from the same L. A. pool. 
Armed Forces Radio Service 
also beamed pool-side broadcasts 


of the meet’s highlights which were 
aired throughout Japan to Occu- 
pationaires via the AFRS Far East 
network. 


ACAT MAY CALL STRIKE 
AT BBC: 200 INVOLVED 


London, Aug. 30. 
George Elvin, general secretary 
of the Assn. of Cine and Allied 








‘Shoes’ Click Cues Dub 
Of ‘Yolanda’ for Europe 


Mexico City, Aug. 23. 


Clear click of “Red Shoes” 


| (EL) pie here, in its fourth week 


at the Cine Alameda and continu- 
ing at the new high price for here 
of 60c, has inspired Manuel Reachi 
to dicker with Eagle Lion to dub 
his Mexican-made “Yolanda.” which 
he produced here some years ago. 
and stars the ballerina Irina Baro- 


nova. It’s also a ballet pic 
Reachi figures “Yolanda” dubbed 
in English, German and _ Italian. 


will be a click in Britain, Italy and 
Germany. 


Famous (Can.) Get 
Korda, Wilcox Pix 


Aug 
deal, 


Toronto 30 


In 


expected 


important which is 


to 
on British films of previ- 
ous years, Famous Plavers (Cana- 
dian) has inked a pact for the dis- 
tribution in this country of 19 com- 
pleted Sir Alexander Korda and 
Herbert Wilcox productions 


an 


double revenue in 


Canada 


Apart from the  hands-across- 
the-sea flag-waving, the situation 
is that Famous Players, with its 
more than 600 houses, can make a 
better deal than the 150-theatre 
Odeon chain of J. Arthur Rank, 
though the ériginal Korda-Wilcox 
deal was made with Eagle Lion 
Films of Canada, a Rank subsidi- 
ary. E-L is now in on the deal 


with Famous, effective Sept. 1. 
Basically, the deal goes back to 
the recent visit here of Harold 
Wilson, British Board of Trade 
prez, and his briefing that Britain 
needs more Canadian dollars. Un- 
doubtedly, there has been British 
government pressure on the Cana- 
dian film industry, though nobody 
will talk and nobody actually 
knows where the truth Wil- 
son, however, did come to Canada 
to make a first-hand checkup, and 


lies 


did discuss in Ottawa the _ possi- 
bility of increasing British film 
earnings in Canada to meet 


Britain’s dollar shortage. There 
is the grapevine report that even 
a British film cuota might be im- 
posed in Canada but that the fed- 


'eral government here was opposed 


Technicians, said he informed the | 


Ministry of Labor of the BBC’s re- 
fusal to operate appropriate agree- 


| ments applicable to its television 


units. Unless the 
action within 21 


staff and film 
takes 


the union is entitled to call a strike. 
Possible steps open to the Min- 


' Korda 


istry are firstly, to bring parties to- | 


gether to settle difference by 
friendly discussions with help of 
the Minister’s conciliation experts. 
Secondly, he could refer the dis- 
pute to an independent fact-finding 
court of inquiry whose conclusions 
wouldn’t be binding on either party 
but would let Parliament and pub- 
lic know what the trouble was 
about. Thirdly, he could refer the 
dispute to the National Arbitration 
Tribunal, in which case the award 
would be binding on both parties 


'“The Small 


and its observance enforceable by | 


law. 
Dispute involves over 200 cam- 
eramen and technicians at Alexan- 


dra Palace headquarters of BBC | 
television. The ACAT and Asso- 
ciated jritish Pathe Newsreels 


jointly announce that dispute be- 
tween union members and the com- 
pany have been amicably settled. 


French Barn Circuit Due 
Paris. Aug. 23. 

A group of 12 showmen headed 

by the French Min ter for Educa- 


tion. Yvon Delbos, are currently 
working on the formation of a 
French strawhat circuit. Idea 
stemmed from Delbos’ desire to 
revive legit in the 173 casinos 
throughout the provinces. 

These casinos at one time 
housed theatrical productions, but 
were forced to close because of 


poor produci. 





Other Foreign News 
on Page 18 





to this after consultation with 
Canada’s big chain exhibitors. The 
new Famous Players deal with 
and Wilcox is obviously 
the outcome of the Ottawa delib- 
erations. 

The London Films (Korda) re- 
leases in the Famous Players dis- 
tribution pact are “The Winslow 
Boy,” “Bonnie Prince Charlie,” 
Back Room,” “Maria 
Chapdelaine,” “Black Magic of 
Bali,” “Interrupted Journey,” 
“Saints and Sinners,” “A Girl in 
a Million.” “Night Beat,” “Angel 
with a Trumpet,” “Children of 
Chance,” “Last Days of Dolwyn,” 
“The Small Voice,” “Cure for 
Love,” and ‘Forbidden.’ The Wil- 
cox productions are ‘‘Maytime in 
Mayfair,” “The Four Mrs. Beres- 
fords,” “The Courtneys” and 
“Spring in Park Lane.” 





Ballet Memorial In 

nee Me 7 ° 
Venice for Diaghilev 

Venice, Aug. 20. 
A‘ special commemorative per- 
formance of ballets was given last 
night before a capacity audience 
which packed Venice’s La Fenice 
theatre, to mark the 20th anniver- 


sary of the death ot Serge de 
Diaghilev, noted Ballets Russe im- 
presario who died here Aug. 19, 
1929. 

Soloists who flew in from Paris 
for the single performance were 
Serge Lifar, Paris Opera ballet- 


master, who gave a curtain speech; 
Ludmilla Tcherina and Edmond 
Audran Program made up 
of “Swan Lake,” “Sleeping Beauty” 
and “‘Afternoon of a Faun,” and ex- 
cerpts from several other ballets 
They were commented on by Lifar 
himself. 


Was 





The Emmerich Kalmans, now in 
Zurich, leave there Saturday (3) 
for Paris, where the couple stays 
until Sept. 22, when they sail on 
the Queen Mary tor New York. 


5 4 


Paris, Aug. 23. 

American participation at for- 
eign film festivals, especially at the 
most important ones such as Italy 
(Venice), France (Cannes) and Bel- 
gium (Knockke), will have to be 
handled differently in the future if 
foreign film trade is not to suffer. 


This is the opinion of all expert 
film visitors here, who have wit- 
nessed the poor showing made by 


American firms. Festivals, as meet- 
ings of the whole continental trade, 
they feel, are too important to be 
bypassed with the remark. that 
since foreign biz is only a source 
of frozen balances, there is no rea- 
son to spend time, manpower and 
money on increasing them. 
Nathan Golden, chief of the mo- 
tion picture section of the Dept. of 
Commerce in Washington, was con- 


siderably impressed in Venice by 
the fact that while some nations 
were all out to grab the trade, 
American participation was mini- 
mized to the limit, with Eugene 
Van Dee, representing the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America there, un- 
able to give even a cocktail party 
for lack of an appropriation. 
Continental managers are of 
course inclined to forget the po 
litical angle to think only of the 
overhead. This is why participants 
to the recent Furopean festivals, 
recognized by MPAA (and there 
many other and minor ones), 


are 

ont appropriated $300 per partici- 
pating compariy For the Venice 
show, with five companies partici- 


pating, a total of $1,500 had to 
cover U. S. expenses. 
Even if execs here are prone to 


consider festivals a mere nuisance, 
one company has turned them into 
a bonanza by shrewd selection of 
its offerings While most com- 
panies are satisfied with submitting 
to continental juries pictures which 
have proved top grossers at home, 


RKO left out the boxoffice angle 
deliberately, to submit to those 
hard-to-please, critical bodies pic- 
tures which most likely to satisfy 
the continental hankering for psy 
chological controversy or fancy en- 
tertrinment 

With “Best Years of Our Lives” 
in Brussels two years ago; “Cross- 
fire’ and “Dumbo” in Cannes. and 
more recently “The Window” in 


Knockke, RKO drew prizes at every 
turn, permitting the company to 
tilt the rentals of the accoladed pix 
and thereby turn overhead into ac- 
crued revenue. Same happened 
with “Enchantment” in Locarno, 
while “Melody Time” or “Three 
Caballeros” at the Venice festival 
and “The Set-up” skedded for the 
forthcoming Cannes festival, have 
been picked with the same idea in 
mind. 


Talks on Future hapert 
Of U.S. Pix in Arg. Balked 
Due to Cabinet Changes 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 20. 
The question of future exchange 
permits for imports into Argentina 
of U. S. films is still hanging fire, 
in spite of parleys which have been 
proceeding now for many months 
past between Joaquin Rickard, rep- 
resenting the Eric Johnston office, 

and Argentine economic officials. 
Changes made in the Argentine 
Cabinet during the week caused 





|further delays, and the fact that 


Argentina now has a new Foreign 
Minister, Dr. Jesus Hipolito Paz, 
replacing Dr. Juan A. Bramuglia, 
may mean a revision of the entire 
economic setup. 

Cabinet change so far has re- 
sulted in postponement of appoint- 
ments for parlevs which Rickard, 
representing the Motion Picture 


Assn. of America, was to have had 
this week with Dr. Ramon A. Cerei- 
jo Argentine Treasury Minister, 
at phich it was hoped that the 


whole matter of future pix imports 
would have been settled 


If U. S. distributors are granted 
permits, this will mean that British 
films also will reappear on the Ar- 
gentine screens, as English mate- 
rial enter Argentina from the U.S 
through the Rank link-up with Uni- 
versal Pictures 


Mex Pix OK in Israel 


Mexico City, Aug. 23 


Mexican pix are doing well in 
Tel Aviv and some other cities of 
the State of Israel. according to 


Peliculas Mexicanas, distributors 


of Mexican films. 
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THE MOST ENTERTAINING 
SCREEN EXCITEMENT OF THE YEAR! 


“Tremendously exciting!” “Box-office payoff is 
\ ‘—Daily News assured!” ~Variety 
“Exciting action!” “Exciting and vigorous!” 
—N.Y. Times — Motion Picture Daily 






“Fast-moving, suspenseful!” “Tops in every department 
— Herald Tribune of film-making!” —Film Daily’ 
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Reissues Click in Arg. Pix B.0. Boom; | ‘A2i** 1,500 Mile Hop 


‘All Quiet” Bambi’ Beat Original Takes 


+ 


| 
| 





Buenos Aires, Aug. 23. + 


Excellent biz is being done in all 
entertainment fields in Argentina, 
especially in the film field. Grosses 
are even higher than they 


old pictures, which, in some cases, 
have grossed more than they did 
when they were first released many 
years ago. 

An instance is 
Western Front,” which grossed 
$50.000 (U.S.) when first released 
at the Portena theatre in 1928, and 


«sé 1 
Ail 


Quiet on the 


has given the same amount over a 
matter of a few weeks when rels- 
sued this year. Another case 1S 


that of “Bambi,” which RKO reis- 
sued at the neighborhood Gaumont 
theatre three weeks ago, and has 
been one of the outstanding 
grossers of that period. 

“Sorry, Wrong Number” (Par) 
will be taken off the Ambassador 


screen next week, after five weeks’ | 


run. and will be replaced by Jean 
Cocteau’s “Beauty and the Beast, 


release of which has been pending | 
has | 


for a long time. Paramount 
had to postpone release of “My 
Own True Love” at the Broadway, 
as the theatre had to bill “Ole 
Torero.” with Argentine comedian 
Luis Sandrini, to comply with the 
protectionist decree, although the 
picture was actually made in Spain, 
and not in Argentina. 

Luminton’s “La Trampa,” an- 
other local production, is in its 
second week at the Opera and Roca 
theatres, with grosses holding: up 
well, chiefly due to the influx of 
out-of-town visitors who are in the 
capital for Argentina’s great annual 
cattle fair at the Rural Society, at 
which the world’s finest bulls are 
on show. 
spiraling grosses the wealthy 
farmers flock into the city for a 
junket of two or three weeks. 

Thig has benefited RKO’s ‘‘Good 
Sam” at the Gran Rex, which has 
held on for a third week, contrary 
to expectations. The Hungarian 
picture “Valahol Europaban” (“In 
Any Part of Europe’), distributed 
by Cosmos, and at the Luxor and 
Libertador simultaneously — since 
Aug. 10, is creating a consider- 
able sensation, comparable to that 
caused by “Open City” two years 
ago. 


COM’L RADIO BILL NOW 


as 





were | 
during last year’s boom, and the | 
increases apply to many reissues Of | 


This event always means | 


| 


LOOKS OK IN JAP DIET 


Tokyo, Aug. 23. 
Japanese government is rewrit- 


| 


ing the long-delayed Broadcasting | 


Bill to authorize commercial radio 
in Japan for the first time. Two 
former bills hit snags in the na- 
tional legislature and died. 
draft is slated to be introduced 
when the Diet convenes this fall 
with fair chances for passage. 

Also in preparation is a bill to 
ereate an Electric Waves Board to 
regulate Nipponese frequencies, 
now a function of the Communica- 
tions Ministry. New Board would 
be directly under the Cabinet. 

Broadcasting Corp. of Japan, 
meanwhile, announced this month 
ft has 8,000,000 subscribers, a post- 
war high. Network, whose 25-year 
monopoly will be challenged if and 
when commercial radio emerges, 
fis supported by listener's fees from 
radio set owners. Approximately 
half of Japan’s households now 
have receivers, BCJ said. 





Lyon in Paris After 
Scand. Talent Hunt 


Paris, Aug. 23. 

Ben Lyon, 20th-Fox British tal- 
ent rep who recently returned to 
Paris after a Scandinavian scouting 
four, found half-a-dozen prospects 
on the expedition. Lyon is leav- 
ing Paris in a few days to looksee 
the talent setup in other situations, 
and won't wait to confer with 20th 
production chief Darryl F. Zanuck, 
who’s due here from the Riviera 
this week. 

Meantime, Nathan Golden, U. S. 
Commerce Dept.’s film division 
chief, left on the America for home. 








“Miss Pilgrim’s Progress,” which 
Daniel Angel has produced for 
British National Films, with Val 
Guest directing and starring Yo- 
Jande Donlan and Michael Rennie, 
is now being cut and expected to 
be tradeshown early September. 
Jackie Billings directed the dances 
and does a solo dance in film with 
Tiss  Donian 


New | 


Booking Monopoly Claim 
Vs. Jap’s 3 Top Distribs 


Tokyo, Aug. 23. 

Japan's three largest motion pic- 
ture producers and distribs, Toho, 
Shochiku and Daiei, have been 
summoned before the Nipponese 
Fair Trade Commission for hear- 
ings on the block-booking system 
employed by the three firms. 

Purpose of the inquiry, the Com- 
mission said, was to investigate 
allegations that the distribs were 
violating the Fair Trade Practices 
Act by operating a booking sys- 
tem that freezes out small distribs. 
Hearings will start this month. 





Arg. Pix Talent Scurries 
For Work Elsewhere As 
Studios Stay Snafued 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 23. | 

Studio situation here is being 
complicated by constant interven- 
tion of influential financiers, who 
have only a hazy connection with 
the film industry, but are anxious 
to muscle in, and who obtain raw 
stock allocations to sell to the stu- 
dios at black market prices, or in 
exchange for a block of shares. 
This further stymies the reorgani- 
zational process which the industry 
has been undergoing since the af- 
fairs of San Miguel and Emelco 
studios passed into the hands of 
receivers of the official banks 
which had been bolstering up their 
precarious position. A _ syndicate 
of capitalists is now angling for 
purchase of Lumiton studios. What 
the financial interests are trying to 
make certain of, however, before 
investing further in film produc- 
tion, is that they would have some 
certainty of getting exchange per- 
mits tor imports of raw stock. 

Dr. Horacio Maciel Crespo, who 
had been appointed prexy of Emel- 
co Studios, lost no time in resign- 
ing the task. The Industrial Credit 
Bank is now looking around for 


another candidate. 


The financial and raw material | 
ups and downs of the industry add 
up to an anxious time for talent, 


and they are again looking around | 
in Spain and Central America for | 
Marshall, | 


likely contracts. Nini 
banned from Argentine legit and 
radio by government pressure, is 
currently doing radio work in Mex- 
ico with Dolores del Rio and Lib- 
ertad Lamarque, whose work is also | 
banned in her native Argentina. | 
Benito Perojo, who directs more | 
pix in Argentina than he does in 
his native Spain, is off to Galicia 
to ready the picture he is to direct 
with Miss Marshail playing the Ar- | 





| 
| 


_gentine Galician peasant servant | 


who returns to her birthplace after 
some years “in service” in “las 
Americas.” Miss Marshall has two 
pix to make in Spain and should 
also visit Cuba and the U. S. 
Zully Moreno is due to make a 
picture in Mexico, possibly ‘“Ca- 
mille.” for Wallerstein Productions, 


and her husband, director Luis 
Cesar Amadori, will accompany) 
her. Mirtha Legrand and director- | 


husband Daniel Tinayre are wind- 
ing up local chores before starting 





on a picture-making junket to 
France. Pedro Lopez Lagar is/| 
slated to make a picture called | 


“Marijuana” before the end of the! 
vear, with Leon Klimovsky direct- | 
ing. 


India Pix C. of C. Sets | 
Rules for Touring Cinemas 
Madras, Aug. 16. 





Under the aegis of the South 
Indian Film Chamber of Com- 
merce, permanent theatres and 


touring camps have come to an 
agreement over location of pitch- 
ing tents. In terms of agreement, 
a touring cinema would not pitch 
camp in places where the popula- 
tions is less than 15,000 and where 
there is already a permanent 
cinema 

Places with population over 
22.500 but less than 30,000 would 
get a touring cinema in addition 
to the permanent theatre. But dis- 
tance should be one mile and rates 
of admission same. In stations 
with popuiation over 30,000, tour- 
ing cinema can operate at a dis- 
tance of two miles from a perma- 
nent theatre. 


J. C. Williamson Theatres will 
plane the “Annie Get Your Gun” 
troupe from Sydney to New Zea- 
land next week. It’s an ocean hop 
of 1,600 miles. “Annie” has just 


/wound up a year’s solid run in Syd- 


ney. 
Earl Covert now has male lead 
opposite Evie Hayes, in place of 
Webb Tilton. 





Arg. Hands Out 


‘48 Pix Oscars 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 30. 
Argentina’s Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences held a 


party at the Presidente Alvear 
theatre last week to hand out 
awards for the best of 1948 film 


production. Argentine Oscars take 
the form of statuets of Don 
Quixote, and following a govern- 
ment decree issued last year, can 
only be made with the approval 
of the Educational Ministry and 
the Entertainment Board. The 


| 
orchids were handed out by Hugo 


MacDougall, current prexy of the 
Academy, with the help of Joa- 
quin Mosquera, 
Educational Minister. 


Awards went to poet Pedro Mi-| 
screen | 
“Lady | 
Windermere’s Fan,” produced here | 


guel Obligado for his 
adaptation of Oscar Wilde’s 


under the title of “Una Mala) 
Mujer,” with Dolores del Rio in 
the lead. 


Cinemactress Zully Moreno and 
Arturo de Cordova got firsts for 
their acting in “Dios se lo Pague,” 
while director Luis Cesar Amadori 
took the award for his direction 
of that picture. Enrique Chaico 
also got an award for the best 
supporting player in the same film. 
Medais and diplomas went to Tu- 
lic Demicheli (adaptation of screen 
story), Alberto Etchebehere, pho- 
tographer; Juan Ehlert, musical 
director; Mario Fezia and Carlos 
Marin, sound technicians; Jorge 
Garate, continuity, and Roque Gia- 
covino, cameraman, in the win- 
ning picture. 

Ulyses Petit de Murat got the 
award for the best original screen 
story (“Tierra del Fuego’) and 
Antonio Merayo for photography 
in “Passport to Rio.” Sabina 
Olmos was given an award for her 
supporting playing in “Tierra del 


Fuego.” A special prize was given | 


to Andres Poggio (Toscanito) of 
“Pelota de Trapo”’ fame, for the 


best child acting, and special men- | 


tion was made of that film and 
the work of producer Armando Bo. 
; The Oscars were handed over 
In some cases by former winners; 
thus Amelia Bence was present 
to make the presentation to Zully 
Moreno, and Pedro Lopez Lagar 
to Arturo de Cordova. 





LZ 
Swiss-Spanish Pic Set 
Zurich, Aug. 23. 
Preparations are on for a new 


pic to be produced in Spain in| 


Swiss-Spanish collaboration, sct to 
start in September. Pic will tell 
the Don Juan story, with tentative 
title “Don Juan in Seville.” 
Starring roles will be taken by 
Austrian actor O. W. Fischer in the 


title part and Swiss actor-couple | 


Maria Becker and Robert Freitag. 








Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Aug. 30. 
“Anna Veronica,” Piccadilly (15). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Co’ls’m (117). 
“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (18). 
“Brigadoon,” Majestic (20), 
“Black Chiffon,” West (18). 
“Daphne,” Wyndham (23). 
“Death of Salesman,” Phnx (5). 
“Edwina Black,” Ambas. (7), 
“French Without Tears,” V. (11). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (75). 
“Harvey,” Prince of Wales (35). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (31). 
“Her Excellency,” Hipp. (10), 
Ice Cycles,” Empress (10). 
“Ice Vogues,” Stoll (7). 
“Lady's Burning,” Globe (17). 
Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino (24). 
‘Love Albania,” St. James (7). 
“Male Animal,” New (10). 
“Ok!ahoma!” Drury Lane (117). 
“On Monday Next,” Comedy (13). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (39). 
‘Sauce Tartare,” Cambridge (15). 
“Song of Norway,” Palace (8). 
“Third Visitor,” York’s (12). 
"Together Again,” Vic. Pal (125). 
“Tough at Top,” Adelphi (7). 
“Traveller's Joy,” Criterion (64). 
‘Worm’s View,” Whitehall (123). 
“Young Wives Tale.” Savoy (7) 


representing the 


Two Old Scot Folk-Dramas Steal Play 
From Preems at Edinburgh Festival 





Video Seen Big Boost To 


Edinburgh, Aug. 23. 
Video offers much opportunity 


Sir Stephen Tallents, who helped 
to build the British documentary 
film movement along with John 
Grierson. 
Opening the third International 





Festival of Documentary Films 
here. he said television was now 
higher than the horizon.. It was 


necessary for those who were mak- 
ing documentary. films to master 
this medium and to find in it their 


opportunity for further develop- 
ment in their ‘<chnique. 
Robert Flaherty, who made 


“Louisiana Story,” premiered at 
last year’s Edinburgh Festival, at- 
tended the opening here, along 
with his wife. 


4 U.S. Plays on Zurich 
Slate; ‘Porgy and Bess’ 





Zurich, Aug. 20. 

Schauspielhaus and Stadttheatre 
have just announced plans for the 
| ’49-’50 season, which is due to start 
Aug. 27 at Stadttheatre and Sept. 8 
at Schauspielhaus. Preceding the 
official opening, the latter will have 
a special performance of “Faust,” 
Part I and II, on the Goethe Bi- 
centennial Day, Aug. 28. 

Schauspielhaus plans for the 
coming season the first German 
performances of Arthur Miller’s 
“Death of a Salesman,” Tennessee 
Williams’ “Streetcar Named De- 
sire,’ as well as a new play by 
Thornton Wilder or a revival of his 
“Our Town.” Furthermore, nego- 
tiations are underway to obtain 
the author’s permission for the 
German performance of Eugene 
O’Neill’s “The Iceman Cometh.” 

Some four world-preems are also 
slated for this season, with a post- 
humous work by Gerhart Haupt- 
mann, “Herbert Engelmann,” 
adapted by Carl Zuckmayer; a new 
satiric play by 
“The School of Dictators,’ and two 
works by Swiss author Max Frisch 
and German author M. Jahnn. Sea- 
son opening will be with Shakes- 
peare’s “Antony and Cleopatra,” to 
be followed by a comedy by Lope 
de Vega, “The Whims of Donna 
Belissa,” and, for the first time in 


“Giants from the Mountain.” 
| Stadttheatre opens with Wag- 
ner’s 


“Lohengrin” and Johann 


Strauss’ “Die Fledermaus” (‘Roza-| 


linda’). George Gershwin’s “Porgy 
and Bess,” performed for the first 
j time here four years ago with 
enormous success, will be revived 
in the course of this season. 








German Control 











Documentary Pix Makers 


for documentary film makers, Says | 


Set for Opera Season 


Erich Kaestner, | 


German, the Luigi Pirandello play, | 





Continued from page 15 


brutality and might have demoral- 
izing influence. 

2. Film should not have nation- 
alistic, national socialist, militaris- 


inatory tendencies. 


3. Film should not endanger 
Germany's relations with other | 
countries; it should not degrade 


their governments, official repre- 
| Sentations and institutions. 
| 4. Film should not degrade or 
depreciate the constitutional or ju- 
dicial basis elements of the Ger- 
man people as a whole, or of one 
of its states (Laender). 

5. Film should not present un- 
true historical facts by emphasized 
propagandistic or tendentious elu- 
| cidations. 
| 6. Propaganda films produced 
|under the direct or indirect influ- 
/ence of a government, influential 
political, religious or other group, 
must be identified as such and 
must name the institutions which 
took part in producing them. Fail- 
ure of such a description means 
the ban of such a picture from 
German screening. 
| _ The film control board will also 
classify motion pictures on an artis- 
tic basis, according to the follow- 
ing classification: (a) “artistic;” 
(b) “suited for popular education;” 
‘c) “furthering the ideas of hu- 
manity.” 


feelings or which might display. 


tic, imperialistic or racial discrim- | 


+ Edinburgh, Aug, 25. 


Adaptations of two oid Scottish 
folk-dramas staged in arena Style 


by English director Tyrone Guthrie 
are more than rivaling in interest 
| two premieres on the Edinburgh 
| Festival program. 

Surprise hit of last vear’s Festi. 
val, the satire of “The Three 
Estates,” a Scottish morality play 
written in 1535 by Sir David 
Lindsay, is filling to capacity 
nightly the beamed. Spacious 
(1,200-seat) Assembly Hall of the 
Church of Scotland. New this year 
“The Gentle Shepherd,” Allan 
Ramsay's pastoral comedy (dating 
back to 1725), is already practically 
sold out for its series of midnight 
candlelight performances in the 
400-seat hall of the Royal High 
School. 

Both plays have been adapted fop 
modern consumption by Robert 
Kemp, who is cufrently Scotland’s 
|most prolific playwright. (A new 
play of his, “The Saxon Saint,” jg 
being performed during the Festi. 
val, but not as part of it, in the 
nave of ancient Dunfermline Abbey 
near Edinburgh).) Music has been 
composed and conducted by Cedric 
Thorpe Davie, one of Scotland’s 
leading musicians. And casts for 
two productions have been rounded 
up from best Scottish dramatie and 
singing talent. 

Hero of both occasions, however, 
is unquestionably Guthrie himself, 
He has been mainly responsible for 
the idea, conception, and style of 
presentation. And again, as wag 
the case last year with the solo pro- 
duction of “‘Three Estates,” he has 
carried off both ventures with great 
imagination and brilliance—despite 
the handicaps of two not entirely 
satisfactory arena stages. 

“The Three Estates” (title refers 
to church, nobility, merchants) is a 
typical medieval morality play but 
still surprisingly relevant in its 
subject matter. Content deals with 
the struggle between various vices 
and virtues for dominance over 
King Humanitie. Director Guthrie 
has given each character a strong 
and definite personality. His han- 
dling of crowds and interweaving 
of groups of people in a relatively 
small space is superb. 

“The Gentle Shepherd,” though 
not nearly so absorbing a play, be- 
comes almost as effective in produc- 
‘tion. Story concerns a shepherd 
and a lass and his problems of woo- 
|ing and winning her. Guthrie has 
made little real attempt at dramatic 
tension or theatrical illusion, pre- 
ferring to treat the material in the 
manner of a concert recital. 


Both works are staged with the 
audience seated on three sides of 
the action and a tiered forestage 
jutting out on the fourth side. Re- 
‘lation of two productions is that of 
chamber music to a symphony con- 
cert. “Estates” abounds in color- 
ful spectacle, swirling movement, 
lusty humor and theatrical excite- 
‘ment. “Shepherd” is in much 
simpler vein. Chockfull of Scot- 
tish folksongs, alternately genteel 
and rustic, elegantly costumed, the 
production has great charm. 


Actors perform with uniform 
competence; some of them, notably 
willowy comic Duncan Macrae, are 
topnotch. They have enough vital- 
ity and sense of style to overcome 
occasional difficulties of the plays 
and their thick Scotch 





| dialect 
brogues. 
Two productions not only give 
‘additional liveliness to the Festival 
proceedings. They represent the 
finest professional arena work In 
British Isles. And they are giving 
strong impetus to current upsurge 
here of native Scottish drama. 
Alan. 


AUSSIE GOVT. OKAYS 
| ADMISSION TAX CUTS 


Sydney, Aug. 23. 


| After a long struggle the Aussi 
‘pie biz has finally been successfu 
in having the Ben. J. Chifley Labor 
government okay a reduction in - 
tertainment tax on all cinema pe 
‘missions. Cuts range from 2c = 
20c admission to 12c on $1 weg 
sions. Cuts mean revenue oye 
the government of around $4. 
000 annually, but will likely SP 


the boxoffices. ela 


Vaude and legit shows bing <= 
tax cut of from é 
, sions to 8c on the higher 


2¢ on lower 
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32,455,500 Asked in Trust Suit | 
Filed by Essaness, 10 Others in Chi 





Essaness Corp. and 10 associated 
subsidiary groups last week filed 
what is probably the largest triple- 
damage anti-trust suit in the his- 
tory of the picture industry. Ask- 
ing $32,455,500 in damages, action 
states that eight major pic distribu- 
tors conspired with Balaban & Katz 
and Warner theatre circuits to try 
and force Essaness circuit’s various 
houses out of operation through 
various overt actions from March 1, 
1935, through Dec. 1, 1947, when 
Jackson Park decree took effect. 
Latter ended many of the practices 
which brief states existed previ- 
ously. Statute of limitations does 
not hold in this type of anti-trust 
action. 

Suit 
monopoly, 


Chicago, Aug. 30. + 
| 
| 
} 
i] 


B&K was a 
controlling 
all first and second-run houses, 
plus the majority of third and 
fourth-run locations here; and that | 
during the period of the suit B&K 
paid 90°% of the film rentals in the 
Loop and 50° of all Chicago 
license fees. Through the vast 
rentals that B&K paid, it could and 
did control franchises, providing 
that if it built any new houses they 
would automatically get product 


charges that 
practically 


preference and clearance over 
established spots 
Further cited violations of anti- 


trust laws were the holdover play- 
dates, formula deals. excess film 
rentals, discriminatory overages 
and underages, moveover monopoly, 
and overbuying in order to prevent 
competitors from obtaining films. 
Also mentioned were the setting up 
of runs, clearances and admission 
prices with the accusation that 
3&K fostered the practice of 
double features in 1946, which the 
rest of the theatres were forced to 


follow. Brief claims that B&K, 
with RKO and Warner theatres, 
divided the town geographically 


and, with the exception of Warners’ 
iwo houses, there were no “A” re- 
lease houses in the city; that in 
“B” week. 10 of the 20 houses were 
B&K, and that in “C” playing time, 
WB and B&K controlled half of the 
49 theatres in that position. 
Tracing the historv of the Para- 
mount-owned subsidiary B&K, 
plaintiff's attorney, John Blackman, 
claimed that 3&K used the 
Oriental theatre, now operated by 
Essaness as a presentation house, 
as a lever to force independents 
out of business, and also named 
Barney Balaban, John Balaban, and 
other officers of B&K as siphoning 
off assets of the Oriental theatre 
during reorganization vroceedings, 
totaling $1.000.000. When Jones, 
Linick & Schaefer operated the 
State-Lake theatre. now a B&K 
first-run, suit alleges that the 
Oriental and the distribs would 
not give the indie any product and 
that B&K cut prices and revised 
policy of the house in order to 
drive the theatre out of business. 
However. B&K finally bought the 
State-Lake building and then took 
over the house and has been play- 


ing first-runs there since 1938. 
Judge William Camopbell has 
been assigned the suit. which 


probably won't be heard on the fall 
calendar. 

Officials of B&K and distribs 
were not available for comment. 


. . ‘ 
Tune in Pic Held Cause 
, NJ od 9 
Of ‘Every Spring’ Upbeat 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 30. 
Tri-state exhibs are pointing 
these days to another case where 
a hit song has been chiefly respon- 
sible for turning a picture that was 
previously getting ordinary grosses 
into a big tmnonev-maker Film is 
20th’s “It Happens Every Spring.’ 
Despite terrific ballvhoo for the 


film’s first-run getaway here, in- 
cluding p.a.s of Paul Douglas, 
Linda Darnell and Jean Peters, 
“Spring” did only fair and in nabe 
spots immediately after was only 
a little better. Then the tune of 


the same name started to climb on 
the “Hit Parade.” and takes every- 
where for the pic started to zoom 
AS a matter of fact. in many subse 


quent runs in this territory, it’s 
actually hung up house records. 

In number of locations where 
“Spring” had previousl|\ been 


booked for two and three days at 
midweek, it’s being moved to pre- 
ferred plaving time, and runs have 
been extended. Theatreowners 


think it’s the catehy tune all the 
wav since Ray Milland, who stars 
in the picture. hasn't been b.o. in 


these parts now tor some time, 


Fete Oscar Morgan 


Russell Holman, Paramount’s | 
eastern studio rep, will emcee the | 
luncheon tendered Oscar Morgan, 
Par’s short subjects sales chief, at 
Sardi’s tomorrow (Thurs.) feteing 
Morgan’s 35th anniversary with 
the company. In all, some 80 Para- 
mounters and trade press reps will 
attend. 

Among those expected to attend 
are Adolph Zukor, Leonard Goid- 
enson, Alfred W. Schwalberg, Rob- 
ert M. Weitman, Edward Hyman, 
Robert O’Brien, E. K. (Ted) 
O’Shea and Hugh Owen. 


Drive-Ins Press 
For First Runs 








Push recently launched by the 
drive-ins for a crack at first-runs 
is reaching the fever point with 


sales biggies admitting the upbeat 


in Indicating what 


amounts almost organized 
campaign, deluge letters are 
hitting sales desks in the wake of 
the recent report by William F. 
Rodgers, Metro distribution vee- 
pee, that the company’s survey 


pressure 
an 
ot 


to 


discloses ozoners are creating new 
customers rather than competing 
for the old. If we don't compete, 
letters declare, we should get first- 
runs. 

One major company attorney re- 
ports that he is currently handling 


complaints from Mankato, St. 
Cloud and Minot. Minn.;: South 
3end, Ind.: Jacksonville, Fla.; 
gryan, Texas, and Chicago In 
South Bend, suit testing the ques- 
tion is slated to come to trial in 
the Federal court, Sept. 13.  Pre- 
liminary battle is on to determine 
whether a major can check license 
plates at a°drive-in to prove that 


patrons come from the town itself 
substantiating the claim of compe- 
tition. 


Major sales execs assert that 
they won't back down in the face 
of demands. Thev have been ad- 


vised by their legal depts. that a 
refusal to grant first-runs to the 
open-air houses is not discrimina- 
tion violating the anti-trust decree 
but the exercise of sound business 
judgment. Conventional houses, 
they say, cannot afford to play be- 
hind a drive-in while the converse 
does not apply. Granting first- 
runs to ozoners “would murder 
business of the regular houses who 
are the backlog of our accounts,” 


it was said. 
In answering the floo@ of let- 
ters, one legalite is writing the 


peeved drive-in operators that his 
company “will not discriminate 
against people without cars.” Films 
are a form of mass entertainment, 
letter states, and should be avail- 
able first-run to the public 
whether they have a car or not. 

While the rule against granting 
first-runs to drive-ins is fairly uni- 
form among the majors, excep- 
tions are cropping up in special 
cases where the distrib is either 
selling away from the conven: 
tional houses or sees more overall 
revenues trom the sector by book- 
ing in the drive-in. 

Universal, for instance, has been 
selling to the ozoners in a number 


of Florida situations because it is 
not booking Florida State circuit 
In Louisville. company grooved 


“Calamity Jane and Sam _ Bass,” 
dav-and-date, to two drive-ins with 


returns far greater than it would 
take from regular first-run_ play- 
dates. 

Film plaved the Parkway and 
Skyway, racking up $9,500 for the 
week It exceeded every other 
Universal film except “The Egg 


and I,”’ U's all-t’ ne record grosser. 
Company is selling “Take One 
False Step” in Louisville on the 
same basis 


RKO has been tooking first-run 
in drive-ins in the Jacksonville, 
Fla., sector tor the same reason 


Atlanta Drive-In's ‘Wind’ Click 

Atlanta 
drive-in turned away 
hundreds of cars last Wednesday 
and Thursday when it” plaved 
“Gone With Wind Death of Mar- 
garet Viitchell, native Atlantan 
who wrote novel. stimulated inter- 
est in filmization of book, 


Piedmont 


Basic Economics 
Chicago, Aug. 30. 

Films’ share of every dollar 
spent by the American public 
for recreation has declined by 
one-third in past 20 years de- 
spite the fact that theatre box- 
office receipts have doubled, 
Eric Johnston pointed out at 
the Public Relations meeting 
here today (30). 

Putting finger on the cur- 
rent boxoffice crisis, MPAA 
topper declared that during 
the peak of the depression 
films were getting 84c out of 
every spectator amusement 
dollar. as against 76c—10°o less 
—in 1948. 

This coin has been picked 
up in part, he declared, by 
pro baseball and football, col- 
lege football and horse and 
dog tracks. In the past 18 
vears, he said, race tracks in- 
creased their share of amuse- 
ment dollar by 950%. 














MPAA Joining 
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Memphis counsel. De Rochemont 
also wired the Society of Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture Producers 
for support. It is expected that it 
will likewise make available the 
advice and services of its counsel, 
Robert J. Rubin. 

“Curley” was banned by Binford 
because it showed white and Negro 
children playing together. ‘“Bound- 
aries” got the Memphis nix because 
it deals with “social equality 
between whites and Negroes in a 
way that we do not have in the 
south.” An Atlanta censor said 
she had banned “Boundaries” there 
“for no particular reason.” Appeal 
to the entire board is now pending 
there. 


Deep South Technique 


Atlanta, Aug. 30 
Film Classics, distributor of 
Louis de Rochemont’s “Los 


Boundaries,” hopes to demonstrate 
to the Atlanta and Memphis cen- 
sors that the pic which treats on 
the touchy subject of anti-Negro 
discrimination can play off in the 
deep south without public resent- 
ment or untoward disturbances 
With that strategy in mind, FC has 
booked the pic into a number of 
houses in Texas, Louisiana, Florida 
and Mississippi. 

Dropping the idea advanced by 
de Rochemont for television show- 
ings in the two towns where the 
film is now banned, FC is anxious 
to have a backlog of peaceful play- 
dates behind it while pressing for 
reconsideration by both the At- 
lanta board and Lloyd T. Binford, 
Memphis board chairman. 

In the Memphis sector, alter- 
native plan_ currently being 
weighed by FC is to rim the city 
with bookings of “Boundaries.” 
Company would play the film ina 
number of theatres within easy 
reach of Memphis but outside its 
territorial limits. One such book- 
ing in the Crittenden theatre in 
West Memphis, Ark., within 10 
miles from downtown Memphis is 
already reported. 

Indicating the wide number of 

southern dates now lined up. film 
will go into the Majestic, Houston: 
Majestic, Dallas; Aztec, San An- 
tonio; Florida, Miami; Cinema, 
Miami Beach, and Saenger, New 
Orleans. In all these situations, pic 
plays within the next few weeks. 
Moreover, it is booked for the rest 
of the Interstate circuit in Texas 
and E. V. Richards’ Saenger chain 
in Louisiana. 
Meanwhile, FC continues to press 
its appeal to the board of trustees 
of the Atlanta Public Library 
from the ban announced by 
Christine Smith. member of the 
censor board. It will continue 
fighting the case while pushing 
bookings elsewhere in the south, 
Library trustees can overrule the 
censor. 


New Eastman Memorial 
tochester, N. Y., Aug. 30. 

George Eastman House, an inde- 
pendent photographic educational 
institute organized here in 1947. 
Will be opened to the public Nov. 
9. House is expected to become a 
“world center for the demonstra- 
tion of photography aS an art and 
science. 

Building itself is a Georgian 
colonial which the late film pioneer 
put up in 1905. An adjunct of the 
photographic center will be the 
Dryden theatre, whose construction 
is due to start soon. A gift of the 
George B. Drydens. the structure 
will cost $200,000. Mrs. Dryden 
is an Eastman niece. , 


———______ 

















Johnston’s P. R. Keynote | 
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yer’s paradise.” Fourth conse- 
quence, he declared, is that a lack 
'of unity weakens the industry's po- 
sition in Washington. “As a house 
| divided,” he said, “we are infinite- 
‘ly less effective than if we spoke 
'with a united voice on matters in 
which we have a common interest.” 

Expanding on point three, John- 
ston explained that cutting down 
lawsuits is not the purpose of the 
present meeting, “but perhaps the 
time will come when an industry 
gathering will consider it. | 
to the lawsuit situation 
as a phase of the public relations 
problem. Some other time, per- 
haps, we can study out ways to re- 


| 


reter 


now only 


solve our legitimate grievances 
without rushing to law about 
them.” 

Further striking the keynote of 
the two-day public relations 
huddle, Johnston explained: “We 
are here to find new ways of 
strengthening our relations with 


one another and with the public 
or attracting new and larger audi 
ences to our theatres—and of ex- 
panding and amplifying the fruit 
ful mission of the motion picture 
in promoting peace and under- 
stand among peoples everywhere.’ 
MPAA chief pointed out that the 
industry is in the midst of a 
“triple-barrelled crisis.’”’ First is 
the foreign market; ‘‘we've met the 
first shock of that and are still 
alive;”’ second, the “implications of 
recent court decisions,” and third, 
the “home market—the domestic 
boxoffice,’ which is blamed for the 
slide in because of social 
and economic changes which must 
, be met by the industry. i-.cluding 
competitio’ from other amuse 
ments to the boxoffice dollar 
Likewise, he pointed out that more 


grosses 


than half the population in the 
filmgoing age is 31 or older. but 


this group accounts for only one- 
third the tickets sold an oun 
tapped audience bigger than the 
whole British Empire and bigget 


than all South America.” 
Delegates Go Slowly, But 
Restrained Optimism Felt 


As the meeting swung into its 
work, it became apparent that the 
delegates were proceeding with 
care and restrained optimism. Out 
of the convention it was hoped that 
a temporary organization would be 
created to carry on the p-r. chores 
and that, ultimately, a permanent 
group would be formed. However. 
the delegates have not been author- 
ized to agree to a permanent setup 
—hence, they must report back on 
the temporary plan which may 
later develop into a permanent op- 
eration. 

This view was expressed by Ned 
E. Depinet, RKO prez who heads 
the MPAA community 


relations 
committee, whose axiom is: “You 
must crawl before you walk and 


walk before you run. It is hoped 
that the diaper Stage is quickly 
passed and that we may soon be 
on firmer footing.” 

As evidence of the great progress 
made today (Tues.). the conclave 
named five sub-committees to take 
up five generalized topics. On all 
sub-committees are reps from the 
nine organizations Participating. 

hese committees are: 1. Gen- 
eral public relations: 2. public re- 
lations as affecting the boxoffice: 
3. public relations pertaining to 
inter-industry affairs: 4. discrimina- 
tory taxes and adverse legislation: 
5. aspects of p.r. which are subject 
to basic research. 

It was hinted that trade practices 
may eventually be handled by a 
similar conference. But Depinet 
chairmanning the meeting. was cir- 
cumspect in reiterating that no con- 
troversial subject be taken up at 
the present meeting. All reps 
agreed to eliminate trade practices 
aS a subject on the insistence of 


Abram F. Myers, National Allied 
board chairman, with general 
agreement evidenced that discus- 


sions would be premature. 
Depinet, in his address opening 
the conclave, lost no time striking 
a note of caution \fter express- 
ing great enthusiasm for the co- 
operative spirit which brought in- 
dustryites together and optimism 


over what might be done, he 
added: 
“I'm going to temper my en- 


thusiasm about this gathering with 
,4 word of caution... it would be 





= 





,a dangerous delusion for 
to believe that the kind of com 
/prehensive public relations nee. 
gram we need for our industry 
can be written in two days. On, 
of the pitfalls this conference 
must avoid is our understandable 
desire to make haste and the temp- 
tation to emerge from this confer. 
ence with a complete program ” 

Depinet, as did Johnston. who 
followed him to the rostrum, asked 
an end to inter-industry feuding 
“| urgently advocate a moratoriun 
on name calling. The job ahead 


us here 


is big enough as it is to oceypy 
our full time on constructive 
things,” he said. 

Among others speaking at the 
Tuesday morning = session were 
Abram F. Myers, National Allied 
board chairman; Nicholas M 
Schenck, Metro prexy: George 


Murphy, repping the Screen Actors 
Guild on the Motion Picture |p. 
dustry Council; Robert O’Donne!! 
for the Variety clubs; Arthur Lock- 
wood, TOA prez; J. J. Fitzgibbons 
repping Canadian exhibs: Ellis 
Arnall, Society of Independent Mo- 
tion Picture Producers: [Leo 
Brecker, Metropolitan Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners; Leonard 
Spigelgass, Screen Writers Guild: 
and Harry Brandt, Independent 
Theatre Owners Assn. 


Myers Eases Demands 


Allied will not 
adoption of the 
Finneran Plan which would bar 
erring stars from _ Hollywood 
studios, Myers told the conclave 
“However, Allied fully believes jn 
the principle that something like 
the Finneran Plan must be 
adopted,” Myers added. He a- 
knowledged the generally ex. 
pressed fear that Allied might 
upset the applecart by insisting on 
the plan’s presentation in Chi. He 
left no doubt that while ready to 
concede on some_ points, Allied 
wanted the principle adopted 

Schenck declared: “I’m 100° 
this meeting. In 40 years in 
industry, I think there 
been as much need for 
like this as today. William Rodgers 
and Joseph Vogel wil! 
vou with full authority 

Murphy told of Hollywood's 
charity work and the contribution 
of stars to hospital benefits. “Let's 
not have our hassles. in the street.” 
Murphy _ said. “Differences — of 
opinion are healthy. Let's seitle 
them around a table like this.” 

Depinet had been unanimously 
elected permanent chairman, fol- 
lowing his nomination by Brandt. 
Francis Harmon, MPAA veepee, 
was appointed permanent secretary 
by Depinet. 

Aside from trade _ practices, 
MPAA’s community and exhibitor 
relations committee, which spark- 
plugged the Chicago conclave, went 
out of its way to avoid suggesting 
an agenda. Although its members 
met together all day vesterday 
(Monday) in advance of the meet, 
Depinet asserted the only agenda 
would be what the participants In 
the conference desired to discuss. 
Aim of this is to avoid the appear- 
ance of MPAA trying to steam 
roller or direct the sessions. 


Members of the MPAA commil- 
tee, who arrived Chicago Sunday 
(28) night, in addition to Depinet 
and Johnston, who is an exofficio 
member, are William Rodgers, 
Metro veepee in charge of sales 
Austin Keough, Paramount gen 
eral counsel; Maurice Bergman. 
special aide to the president of 
Universal and Francis Harmon. 

Calling the meeting “a shirt- 
sleeve conference,” Depinet asked 
participants speak out with seal 
structive ideas on two questions: 
(1) “what can we do to protect our 
industry from attacks from 
within and without, from diserimr 
natory taxation, censorsh!p and 
other adverse legislation and in- 
fluences?” and (2) “what can we 
do to pump new life into our veins 
and bring about a healthier return 
on our investment.” 
conclave is 
of its type 
breadth of industry 
sented and in the importance i 
its delegates. There are more aor) 
65 film people on hand. represet 
ing nine major organizations ©” 
many subdivisions of the inte 
including the — tradepress 
sions being held at the Drake ‘ 
tel here started this morn! 
up tomorrow 
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M-G Challenges Selznick’s Sincerity 


In Tying Up ‘Ivanhoe Production 


Metro and David O. 
Vanguard Productions, which not 
long ago were in a stiff battle over 
rights to “Treasure Island,” are at 
it again on another public domain 
This time it is Sir Walter 
being 


property 
Scott’s “Ivanhoe 
set for arbitration. 

Metro is objecting to Selznick’s 
reauest for a six-month extension 
on his rights to the classic under 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica rules. Leo’s squawk is that DOS 
is doing nothing to indicate any 
intention of producing the picture, 
that he is also laying claim to at 
least three other classics which he 
must produce in the next six 
months to one year in order to re- 
tain title and that he just can’t go 
on bottling up the public domain 
field and not producing pix. 

Selznick is now in Europe and 
has stated that he is taking a hiatus 
from production for a year or 18 
months. In that case, Metro queries, 
what good would time extension be 
anyway. He'd have to. produce 
“Ivanhoe” before the end of this 
year to maintain his rights. Orig- 
inal registration, which is granted 
by the MPAA for one year, expired 
June 30 and Selznick is asking six 
months’ grace from then. 

tules provide that a producer 
may get the half-year extension if 
he can show evidence satisfactory 
to the next studio in line for the 
property that he is at work on it. 
That is to prevent a producer from 
losing his title while in the midst 
of preparation. M-G sez DOS can- 
not produce such evidence. 

Metro, in the meantime, has ob- 
tained waivers or tentative waivers 
from three other lots that stood 
ahead of it on claims to “Ivanhoe.” 
They are Edward Small, Samuel 
Goldwyn, and RKO. RKO has not 
actually granted the waiver, but 
has agreed to do so when Metro 
shows evidence of being at work 
on a script. 


Issue is 





Selznick’s # 


Won't Fit the Marquee 

Indie producer Albert Jay 
Cohen last week registered 
with the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America’s title bureau a fea- 
ture film moniker that had in- 
dustryites scratching their 
heads. They were wondering 
what exactly he had in mind 
for the picture to which it was 
to be attached. 

The title: “The Psychiatrists’ 
Convention.” 
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who is in New York prior to push- 
ing on to Mexico, declared that his 
tieup with EL does not necessarily 
involve releasing four pix through 
that company. He maintained 
that some of his producers may not 
be free to use EL channels pbe- 
cause of possible commitments to 
other companies. He conceded, 
however, that discussions are cur- 
rently under way with EL toppers. 

Granting of additional cash to 
EL would not have been made un- 
less he agreed to supervise the 
funds, Rathvon said. “I know a 
great many people in Hollywood 
very well suited to produce films 
for Eagle Lion release. All they 
need is the necessary financing. 
That will be my job with the com- 
pany.’ 

Denies Topping Eagle Lion 

Rathvon dismissed current ru- 
mors that he would ultimately 
come into EL as its president. He 
has no intention of working for 
the company in an official status 
either as prexy or production chief, 
erstwhile RKO _ head declared. 
Moreover, his tieup with EL would 
not cut down his activities with his 
own financing unit. 

Aligned with Young, Kirby and 
their syndicate are reported to be 
outside interests which have not 
heretofore been active in backing 
Pathe. If the $5,000,000 promised 
by the group is forthcoming, it 
would solve EL’s production prob- 
lems for the coming year. Refi- 
nancing, however, will not affect a 
large loan outstanding to the First 
National Bank of Boston which was 
recently extended. That debt is 
secured by stock collateral posted 
by Young derived from the rail- 
road magnate’s other holdings. 

This debt is not regarded as too 
critical since the company previ- 
ously demonstrated, under the Ar- 
thur Krim regime, that it has 
strong grossing possibilities when 
given ample product. Company, at 
that time, worked its way into the 
black for a number of months, 
slipping only after its supply of cel- 
luloid dwindled. 

EL will release 12 pix 
September, October and 
ber including Bryan _ Foy’s 
“Trapped” and “Port of New 
York,” last two turned out by the 
Hollywood let. 


during 
Novem- 


Reissues Hit 
Their Postwar 


Peak This Year 


Postwar peak in reissue business 
stretch 
of the current summer when some 
4000 U. S. regularly 
booked the oldies during at 
one change weekly. 
peddling oldies hit its high during 
the June-July period because of a 
product shortage in strong new 
features. With the entry of big- 
ger b.o. hopefuls during August, 
sales execs report dwindling rev- 
enues and bookings for the past 
few weeks. 

Belief is current that the reis- 
sue biz hit its absolute peak, pos- 
sibly for many years to come, in 
the early ’49 hot-weather stretch. 
Boosted releasing plans announced 
by many majors—particularly Met- 
ro and Columbia—is believed by 
reissue peddlers ‘to foreshadow a 
decline from this vear’s lush re- 
turns. Summer months, general- 
ly the best so far as volume of 
bookings are concerned, will be 
hurt along with the cooler stanzas 
by the bigger outpouring of new 
films which the upped releasing 
schedules promise. 

Absolute ceiling of 7,000 theatres 
which will take an unusually 
strong solo or reissue packaged 
dualer has been hit a few times 
during the past year by distribs 
concentrating on selling the 
ies. Average good package, it is 
said, can get into up to 6,000 
houses, many of which ordinarily 
do not take on reissues. 

Handled by these distribs, the 
top reissue (either packaged or sin- 
gle billed) can now bring in $400,- 
000 in a single time round the 
country. Two-year period is re- 
quired to cover all houses avail- 
able for bookings. On the aver- 
age, however, distrib garners some 
$150,000 per pic in working the 
U. S. territory. 

Oldies are generally sold on 
flats to all houses except’ first-run, 
key city situations. Hence, their 
popularity among a raft of exhibs 
who count on regular patronage 
to give them a solid margin of 
profit. Costs of getting out a re- 
issue, it is said, vary widely de- 
pending on the shape of the pic 
marked for re-release. 

On this score. distribs are cur- 
rently using 150 prints. Title 
changes are frequently required as 
well as the necessity of cutting out 
scenes which are outdated for one 
reason or another. Ad campaigns 
are completely new. Censorship 
costs must be met as though the 
pic were first issued. 

Distribs are now getting ap- 
proximately the same distribution 
fee for handling an oldie as they 
would be paid for a new film. Tab 
to the producer currently ranges 
from 25°)-40°, depending on the 
pic. If reissuing presents an un- 
usual problem, distrib fee is 
higher. 


ATLANTA MGR. SLASHED 


Atlanta, Aug. 30. 

Walter Perry, 23, manager of 
Temple theatre, neighborhood 
house, was treated at Grady hos- 
pital last week after being slashed 
in left arm and shoulder by an 
unidentified assailant. 

He tol” police he had just closed 
boxoffice and was standing outside 
theatre when car pulled up. He 
said a man jumped out of the auto. 
stabbed him and fled. Perry said 
his assailant was a stranger to 
him. 
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een Br Oe 
medium, including the channels it 
believes must be reserved for the 
service. Twentieth-Fox, to which 
the same six questions were sub- 
mitted, is expected to cover thea- 
tre TV programming in its reply, 
which will be filed here Friday 
(2). Paramount's answers are due 
the same day but that company has 
not indicated what its reply will 
comprise. 

In answering the six specific 
Society said the 
frequency requirements 
nationwide theatre 
TV service would be three 50- 
megacycle channels. (Standard 
TV broadcasters now operate on a 
6-me channel.) For a truly com- 
petitive service, though, the 
SMPE advocated from four to sIx 
50-me channels for each program 
origination source, with as many 
as possible to be allocated between 
the 5.925-me and 7,125-me bands 
on the frequency spectrum. 

These channels are necessary for 
each program source, according to 
the SMPE, to provide remote pick- 
ups, transmission. from a central 
studio or transmitter to local thea- 
tres and transmission from _ the 
central studios or transmitters in 
one city to those in another city. 
“At the present time,” the brief 
continued, “limited cable facilities 
might be made available for oc- 
casional transmission of low-def- 
inition monochrome theatre TV 
pictures, but would not be satisfac- 
tory for the type of theatre TV 
service considered mecessary or 
for future high-detailed mono- 
chrome or color theatre TV pic- 
tures.” 

Theatre tele will need Govern- 
ment allocation of high-frequency 
channels, the SMPE said, since as 
of today, no existing common Car- 
riers (such as American Telephone 
& Telegraph’s coaxial cables) have 
faciliti-s fully available for thea- 
tre TV purposes. SMPE urged 
the FCC to reserve channels for 
large-screen video for the follow- 
ing reasons: 

1. Nationwide theatre TV _ serv- 
ice. because of its instantaneous 
nature, will further the film indus- 
try’s cooperation with the Govern- 
ment. 

2. Events of outstanding histori- 
cal importance or of great social 
significance may be viewed. Thus, 
“the people of the U. S. as a whole 
will be the beneficiaries of any 
thoughtfully-established” service. 
| 3. Theatre TV is as important as 
any other entertainment medium 
and should receive the same study, 
sanction and support by the Gov- 
/ernment as any comparable enter- 
tainment enterprise. 

4. It will provide employment 
and “personal opportunity” for 
many people and thus deserves 
the opportunity for development 
and expansion accorded any new 
industry in the U. S. 


minimum 
for a limited 














| Blumberg Explains | 
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ed the pact. The presidents will 
then hold another meeting. 

There was no talk of the steps 
to be taken if Blumberg’s com- 
pany is found to be in violation. 
This could lead to fireworks if U 
were found to be failing to live 
up to the agreement and refused 
to back down from its new ar- 
rangement with Rank—as it un- 
doubtedly would. 

Samuel Goldwyn, David O. Selz- 
nick and 20th-Fox have all made 
deals wih Sir Alexander Korda 
similar to U’s with Rank, and 
Warner Bros. recently made one 
with Associated British Pictures 
‘Corp. These all similarly avoid 
payments into the “B Pool,” which 
consists of earnings of British- 
owned pix in the U. S. Dollar pay- 
ments equal to it were to be made 
as a concession by the British in 
addition to the $17,000,000 which 
is permitted for remittance an- 
-nually to the U. S. companies from 
England. 
| First payment under the “B 
Pool” arrangement was made by 
Britain last week when authoriza- 
tion was given to permit conver- 
sion of pounds to the equivalent 
of £500,000. Payment was due as 
of June 13, when the first year 
ended, but the companies are still 
in a hassle among themselves. and 
with the British government over 
exactly what should be counted in 
the pool. Initial conversion permit 
was merely on account. since tho 
sum due is definitely largser th-: 


i that, no matter how it is figured. 


Skelton Bows to Berle 
Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

While the rest of the world 
is bristling with warlike 
threats, the film studios are 
getting along like old palsy- 
walsies. 

In “The Yellow Cab Man,” 
Metro will hand Warners a 
plug with a background the- 
atre marquee emblazoned with 
“Always Leave Them Laugh- 
ing.’ Understood the idea was 
promoted by Red Skelton as 
a favor to his pal, Milton Berle, 
star of “Laughing.” 


/pieces of Hollywood by 





Reade Mer. Pleads 

Innocent on State Rap 
Albany, Aug. 30 

Reginald W. (Robert) Case, 47, 
Kingston city manager for Walter 
Reade Theatres and onetime State 
before 
Justice Isadore 
Wednesday 
indictment 


pleaded innocent 


Court 


trooper, 
Supreme 
Bookstein here last 
(24) to a 126-count 
charging him with defrauding the 
state of $6.493 by collecting disa- 
bility pension payments to which 
he allegedly was not entitled. After 
surrendering to State police, he 
entered a plea of not = guilty 
through Attorney William Risely, 
of Kingston, and was paroled in 
custody of his lawyer pending post- 
ing of $1,500 bail. 

The theatre manager, who is also 
president of the Kingston Central 
Businessmen’s Assn., said the 
Staie’s charges “are news to me.” 
Injured Aug. 19, 1931, near Utica, 
while chasing Vincent Coll, New 
York gangster, Case was retired on 
a pension of $1,125. Under the 
State Retirement Law, Assistant 
Attorney General Sidney Gordon 
said that Case was entitled to earn 
only $375 annually in private em- 
ployment without causing a reduc- 
tion in pension. Gordon stated the 
investigation showed Case _ had 
earned $25,407 as a theatre man- 
ager between Jan. 1, 1944 and 
June 28, 1949. 





Teen-Agers 
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tre attendance and that a lariat 
must be tossed out for them by 
making more mature pix if empty 
seats are to be filled. Virtually all 
observers agree with that, but won- 
der on_the basis of such things 


as the “Roseanna” smash, whether 
the easier way isn’t to forget the 


a.k.’s and to woo the pushover 
teen-age set. 
Goldwynites, attributing their 


b.o wonder to one of those myste- 
rious somethings that makes show 
biz the gamble it is, have never- 
theless been systematically endeav- 
oring to lay their finger on the se- 
cret of their success. Best that 
they have been able to establish in 
phone interviews with exhibs play- 
ing the pic is the teen-age angle. 

In this regard they feel that their 
young star, 15-year-old Joan Evans, 
might be part of the answer. There 
has been a tremendous publicity 
campaign on the kid, who was 
picked up by Goldwyn in New York 
and placed in a starring role de- 
spite the fact she had absolutely 
no experience or background for it. 
Goldwyn staffers feel that one of 
the secrets might be considerable 
identification by teen-age gals of 
themselves with Miss Evans. She 
might be any moderately attractive 
high school kid, and the others 
see in her the chance that they 
wish might have been theirs. 

Farley Granger, male star of the 
pic, it is thought also might have 
a larger youthful following than 
was anticipated. Joe Alexander, 
city manager for RKO theatres in 
Cincinnati, and Ronald Coleman. 
manager of the Kearse theatre in 
Charleston, S. C., who were among 
those quizzed by the Goldwyn staff, 
both credited Granger with some 
of the draw. 


Heavy exploitation campaign, 
primarily via sending out groups 
of square dancers, was being cred- 
ited last week for being partially 
responsible for the film's out-of- 
proportion success. While the bally 
is still considered important, 
there’s less emphasis this week on 
its contribution, since the pic has 
now opened in numerovs towns 
where there has been no extra 
plugging and has Cone about as 
well as even in those spots where 
Miss Fvans and Granger were sent 
In p-rsonally for exploitation pur- 
poses. 


————___ 
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€ critical 
pseces Time Mag 
in its cover story two weeks ag 
and by George Jean Nathan in his 
New York Journal-American san 
umn last week. : 

Foreign pic distribs in New York 
are fully agreed that the European 
well has pretty much run dry 
Right after the war the distribs 
were able to dig into stockpiles of 
years’ standing and strain out tl 


best for U. S. consumption. That 
meant a high ratio of strong for- 
eign product playing American 
houses. 
Supply Very Dry 

When the stockpiles wer; run 
through and the Yank art houses 
and sureseaters had to begin living 
on current production in Europe 


the depression set in. Evidence of 
their difficulty in finding suitable 
films is clear in the switchover last 
week to U. S. reissues of two of 
New York’s best-established artieg, 
They are the 55th Street Playhouse 
and the Fifth Avenue, both oper- 
ated by the Ilva Lopert-Sam Baker 
interests. They are showing a 
double bill currently of “Crime 
Without Passion” and “The Scoun- 
drel.”’ 

Other houses throughout the 
country are likewise suffering 4 
shortage of foreign-made films. 
and a reverse trend is setting in on 
the increase that has taken place 
since the war in the number of 
theatres playing British and lingual 
pix. 

The foreign distribs, such as Lo- 
pert, Joseph Burstyn and Irvin Sha- 
piro, are in Europe this summer 
combing the vaults and trving to 
set deals for production of suitable 
French and Italian product. All 
admit that there is very little to be 
found. Lopert, as a matter of fact, 
stated before he left that he had 
practically given up hope of finding 
anything pre-made, and was going 
to concentrate on deals in which 
he’d have a hand in the production 
himself. 

3ritish pix, which were earning 
such paeans from the critics for 
awhile, appear to have turned com- 
pletely sour as far as they are con- 
cerned. Aside from last 
“Hamlet” and “Red Shoes” and this 
year’s “Quartet,” there’s been noth- 
ing from London recently that has 
received more than mild _ praise. 
Much of the Rank and Sir Alexan- 
der Korda product that has been 
shown here has, on the other hand, 
been severely beaten up by the 
writers. 

Whether the British and other 
foreign pic-makers hove lost their 
inspiration and their heads in 
an effort to emulate the b.o. suc- 
cess of Hollywood, or whether the 
ratio of excallency in current pro- 
duction was never high, is a moot 


vears 

















point among observers in_ this 
country. 

| wa | 
| Danny Kaye | 
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Kathryn Grayson and Mario Lanza 
trekked to Philadelphia this week 
for preliminary bally on “That 
Midnight Kiss.” M-G is also pre- 
paring a mass star appearance for 
the preem of “Battleground” at 
the Astor, N. Y., Nov. 11. 
Columbia recently demonstrated 
the ballyhoo possibilities of the 
technique with its Al Jolson swing 
through the metropolitan New 
York area timed with the opening 
of “Jolson Sings Again.”  Para- 
mount is grooming Bob Hope for 
another nationwide trip while Unl- 


| versal has been staging personals 


on a mass basis. ; 

Both 20th-Fox and RKO are also 
sold on the star junkets as & 
method of extracting peak explol 
tation on a film. 

Metro Linirg Up 
Junketing Program 
Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

Metro is lining up a series of pro- 
motional junkets, about six a year, 
with stars and production persom 


nel hitting the road to plus new 
pictures. It starts with Kathryn 


Grayson and Mario Lanza going to 
Philadelphia for the preem 0 
“That Midnight Kiss.” 

Later junkets include Janet 
Leigh and Peter Lawford to Bos: 
ton. for “The Red Danube: Clar- 
ence Brown and Claude Jarman, 
Jr.. to Oxford, Miss.. for “Intruder 


in the Dust,” and Van Johnson, 
John Hodiak. Ricardo Montalbat 
and George Murphy to N = 
Washington in November (tor Bat- 


) tleground.” 
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“These Top H en | in 1 Key C Cities 1 Avil © Dated! 


SAENGER, NEW ORLEANS * MAYFAIR, NEW YORK * DENVER, DENVER » STANTON, PHILADELPHIA 
PARAMOUNT; BOSTON * FENWAY, BOSTON * PARAMOUNT, NEW HAVEN + FULTON, PITTSBURGH 
STATE, CLEVELAND + PALACE, CINCINNATI * PALMS STATE, DETROIT * STATE LAKE, CHICAGO 
INDIANA, INDIANAPOLIS * WARNER, MILWAUKEE * UPTOWN, KANSAS CITY * TOWER, KANSAS CITY 
FAIRWAY, KANSAS CITY * DES MOINES, DES MOINES * ROOSEVELT, DES MOINES * MISSOURI, ST. LOUIS 
WARNER, WASHINGTON * MAYFAIR, BALTIMORE * FOX, ATLANTA* CAROLINA, CHARLOTTE* MALCO, MEMPHIS 
MAJESTIC, DALLAS * MAJESTIC, HOUSTON * MAJESTIC, SAN ANTONIO * MIDWEST, OKLAHOMA CITY 
PARAMOUNT, SEATTLE * LYRIC, SALT LAKE CITY * BROADWAY, PORTLAND, ORE.» FOX, SAN FRANCISCO 
PARAMOUNT, LOS ANGELES * PARAMOUNT, HOLLYWOOD © 20th CENTURY, BUFFALO * ORPHEUM, TULSA 





co-starring 


VERA RALSTON © PHILIP DORN - OLIVER HARDY - MARIE WINDSOR - JOHN HOWARD 


HUGO HAAS * GRANT WITHERS © ODETTE MYRTIL * PAUL FIX * nui by cone ante» Dietur of Phtorphy — Lee Games, AS. 
GEORGE WAGGNER - A JOHN WAYNE PRODUCTION * A REPUBLIC PICTURE 


featuring 
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+ttere ' clearances, also that the house ex- 
e ° pects to become a first run opera- . 
“ | Picture Grosses 
S rom Ow Lou Davidoff succeeded John | 
/Turner as head film buyer for Stan- 
oe? | ley-Warner Theatres. ee was | ———al 
++++ for years assistant to Turner, who |¢ ? 
NEW YORK \furtherance of its campaign resigned this month to become DENVER 13) FEELING STANDOUT IN 
. ‘against Don Hallenbeck’s Indian branch manager for United Artists. | (Continued from page . WB). | mee 
Republic Pictures has pencilled Ladder drive-in as “unfair to Woodside Park, which discontin- and “House Across Street rk “ SLOW SEATTLE $13 000 
in three regional sales meetings to labor” because of refusal to hire wed Sunday stage bills in favor of also Broadway, West a a. | ’ ; 
be held next month in Los Angeles, union men, has started newspaper large screen television, has clocked | Brisk $9,000. Last week, subsc- | Seattle, Aug. 30 
Chicago and New York. Company ad campaign urging readers to up huge attendance figures for the quent run. a takings are slim this round 
prez Herbert J. Yates will attend patronize four-area ozoners em- free video shows. _ | Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)— “Great Feeling” at Orpheum is 
all three conclaves over which ploying card holders and _ local C. G. Keeney, veteran Reading | «africa Screams” (UA) and “One about the only exception to down- 


James R. Grainger, exec-veepee in 
charge of sales and distribution, 
will preside. Initial gathering is 
set for Los Angeles, Sept. 7-8. 
Aside from Yates and Grainger, 
Edward L. Walton, veepee and as- 
sistant general sales manager, will 
be on hand as well as branch man- 
agers from some six western ex- 
change areas. Company execs and 
branch chiefs. of course, will take 
in the Chi, and N. Y. huddles 
which are to be held Sept. 12-13 
and Sept. 15-16, respectively. 
Nelson Towler named Memphis 
branch manager for Eagle Lion. 
Towler formerly was 
with the Atlanta exchange. 


R. E. Smith becomes film buyer 


and Carroll J. Lawler a new book- 
er for Shea circuit according to 
loop’s head, E. C. Grainger. Posts 
became vacant following recent 
death of Jack Shea who handled 
those departments in the _ past. 
Smith came to New York in 1947 
as Grainger’s assistant while Law- 
ler moves over from organization’s 
executive staff. 

Universal has boosted’ Mrs. 
Estelle Nathan to head of the com- 


eer * still dept. and library in 
New York. She replaces Lillian 
Thompson, who died two weeks 


ago following an emergency opera- 


tion. Mrs. Nathan has been with 
U’s statistical dept. for the past 
10 years. 


CHICAGO 

Essaness Byrd, Lamarr and 
Sheridan theatres held over “In 
Good Old Summertime” for second 
week. 

In a surprise move, Myles Seely 
has subpoenaed all the clients of 
Seymour Simon, film attorney, in 
the South Bend Auto-Drive-In 
equity action. for depositions. 

RKO took large space ads to in- 
vite crix who panned “Mighty Joe 
Young,” which just finished four 
weeks at RKO Grand to view the 
pic again in view of the large 
crowds. 


———_ 


ALBANY 


Strict enforcement by police here catl 
regulation barring standees ' 


of a 
in local theatres is costing 
latter money, and causing head- 
aches. In effect for only about 
three weeks, edict is apt to 
have more fer reaching effects 
with upbeat in business. Figured 
it could slice $1,000 or more from 
weekly gross of two downtown 


houses. Police department notified | 


theatre managers that henceforth 

no tickets were to be sold when ¢a- 

pacity was reached. 
Projectionists’ Local 324, 





salesman | 


in 














theatres. 


LOS ANGELES 


Herbert Rosener bought the 
Masque on Wilshire Blvd., and will 
spend $75,000 converting it into 
an arty house, to be known as the 
Park. 

Sterling Way, manager of Fox, 
Pomona, Cal., presented with 
showman’s award by Charles P. 
Skouras at National Theatres’ 14th 
National Drive, Fox West Coast 
Southern California Division. 


ST. LOUIS 


James Fenoglio, manager of 
Roxy, Shelbyville, Ill., resigned to 
operate the Aida, 400-seater in 
Oglesby, Ill., which he _ recently 
purchased. It is the only house in 
town. 

William Welch, manager of Mal- 
co Theatres’ Cireuit’s Strand, 
Owensboro, Ky., becomes manager 
of El Capitan drive-in near Metrop- 
olis, Tll., recently purchased from 
Russell Baker by a_ syndicate 
headed by M. S. Lightman, Jr., 
Robert H. Chase and E. P. Sapin- 
sley. 

Kerasotes Theatres, Inc., Spring- 
field, Ill., planning a new house 
in Chillicothe, I'l., where it owns 
the Sunset and Palace. 

Fanchon & Marco Service Corp., 


lessees of the Shubert, which was 


| for his picture, “The Hickory | 











| New York Theatres 
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| Was a Male War Bride 
A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
Varicty Stage—!ACK HALEY and 
MARTHA STEWART 
On lee Stage—‘‘HAWAIIAN NIGHTS” 
Starring JOAN HYLDOFT and 
ARNOLD SHODA 
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RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


Rockefeller Center 








Judy GARLAND © Van JOHNSON... 


"IN THE GCOD 
OLD SUMMERTIME” 


Color by TECHNICOLOR 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 





shuttered during the summer, will 
relight house Aug. 31. 
T. R. DeField, owner of Lyric, 


East Prairie, Mo., bedded by ill-| 


ness. 

Recently incorporated Jablonow- 
Komm Theatres, Inc., elosed 10- 
year lease on Mound drive-in, 1,- 
000-car project, opened last July 
4 by the Pimes Co., near Collins- 
ville, Il. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


State, Minnesota Amus. Co. “A” 
loop first-run, reopened after be- 


ing shuttered five days for redec- | 


| orating. 


| Bennie Berger, North Central 


| Allied prexy and circuit owner, va- | 


oning in northern Minnesota. 

Maxwell Shane looked at small- 
town high schools near here with 
idea of filming location footage 


Ray Allison, Altoona, Pa., cir- | 
cuit owner, here with wife after | 
checkup at Mayo clinic, Rochester, | 


/ Minn. 
Film Classics gets a booking for 
first time in both Minneapolis and 


St. Paul RKO-Orpheums for “Lost | 


| Boundries.” 

| Bill and Sidney Volk, independ- 
/ent circuit owners, vacationed at 
‘Breezy Point, Minn., resort. 

| Despite opposition of local in- 
|'dependent exhibitor group and 
other downtown interests, Lyceum, 
| legit house, has been granted 28- 
| day availability by Metro, 20th-Fox 
and Warners. It will be in effect 
a second-run downtown house, 
| playing these major company pix 
|for what amounts to Loop return 
| dates less than month after their 
'firstruns. Minneapolis has not had 
a second-run, return-date down- 
_town theatre since Paramount cir- 
cuit changed Lyric to a moveover 
policy. 


PITTSBURGH 


Max Silverman named manager 
of WB’s Manor theatre, succeed- 
ing the late Joe Blowitz. He trans- 
fers to Squirrel Hill nabe from 
Kenyon. John Macicoce moves 
from Belmar to Kenyon and Jack 
Keiffer, former assistant at Stan- 
ley who was recently promoted, re- 
places Macicoce at Belmar. 

Mannie Brown, formerly with 





sales staff. 
left vacant by switch of Stanley 
Dudelson to Detroit exchange. 

Sunday services of St. Eliza- 
beth’s Church in Corry, Pa., being 
held in Blatt Bros. Rex theatre 
while men of parish aid in demoli- 
tion of old church. 

Mort Magill. one-time manager 
for UA in Pittsburgh, now operat- 
ing Principal Films exchange in 
Philadeiphia. 





| PHILADELPHIA 


William Goldman Theatres chain 
takes over Warner’s State, 4.000- 
seat key nabe, this week. When 
Goldman acquired this key house 
last spring, there were reports that 
he planned to make it a firstrun 
but exchanges have been to!d that 


‘it will continue with its present 


Par in Buffalo, has joined RKO! 
He takes over spot’ 





exhibitor and business associate of 
Jay Emanuel and Frank McNamee, 
retiring after 43 years in the in- 
dustry. 


DALLAS 


John J. Houlihan, Republic 
branch manager ‘announced ap- 
pointment of Bernard Brager, for- 
mer office manager, key city sales- 
man, replacing Clyde Houston, re- 


signed J. E. Mitchell succeeds 
Brager. 
| Truman Hendrix will replace 


| William C. Houston Jr., as Repub- 


lic booker, latter resigning. 

Gaylynn Theatre Bldg. is expect- 
ed to be completed in Beaumont 
around Oct. 1, 
Oakley, general manager of the 
Jefferson Amus. Co., builders. In 
addition to 1,400-seat Gaylynn the- 
atre, building will have space for 
six stores. 


John L. Franconi, who recently | 


sold his Screen Guild franchise, 
formed new operating unit with 
Clair E. Hilgers to handle Realart 
Pictures. 

The Texas, 450-seat 
Waco, Texas, sold by 
Circuit to Abe Levy, indie theatre 
owner who also operates the Riv- 
oli and Strand. Interstate retains 
its interest in two downtown first- 
runs, Waco and Orpheum, and 25th 
| Street nabe there. 


| BUTTE 


nabe in 





Nine drive-ins in Montana keep- 
ing distribs here busy on older 
product. 


Dick Iba, now Universal sales | 


man for Montana, replacing Carl 
Mock, resigned. 
Warren is latest theatre to open 
in Missoula. 
Screen of 


State drive-in, Mis- 
soula, grounded by heavy wind 
shortly after opening. Manager 
Bill Fowers replacing with steel 
tower. 

Bruce Wendorff, former theatre 
manager here, now with National 
Theatre Supply in Omaha. 


MEMPHIS 


Jim Thames, southern Metro 
flack, named assistant manager ot 
| Arkansas Amusement Theatres, 
Little Rock. Chain is run by Robb 
and Rowley of Dallas, with Dave 
, Callahan in charge of Little Rock 
area. Thames will double-in-brass 
~ gaat exploitation for cir- 
cuit. 

J. K. Jameson bought the Be- 
linda, McCory, Ark., from veteran 
| Tri-state showman Paul Meyers. 
| Dave Lebovitz, Memphis theatre 
| operator, who runs two _ nabe 
houses here, is bringing the Louis 
| Jordan band to Memphis’ famed 
, Beale Ave. Auditorium Sept. 15. 


DENVER 





according to S. L. | 


Interstate | 

















‘Last Fling’ (WB), also enver, 
Webber. Only $300 in three days, 
so yanked. Last week, “You're My 


| Everything” (20th) and “Lone Wolf | 


Lady” (Col), good $3,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74) — 
“Great Sinner” (M-G) and “Con- 
spiracy in Teheran” (UA). Okay 
$14,000. Last week, “Any Number 
Play” (M-G) and 
(UA), fine $17,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Not Wanted” (FC) and “Amazon 
Quest” (FC), day-date with Rialto. 
Slim $8,000. Last week, “Johnny 
Allegro” (Col) and 
Henry” (Mono), $7,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Not 
Wanted” (FC) and “Amazon Quest” 
(FC), also Paramount. Fair $2,500. 
Last week, “Johnny Allegro” (Col) 
and “Leave To Henry” (Mono), $1,- 
500. 


Webber 35-74) — 


(Fox) (750; 


“Africa Screams” (UA) and “One| 


Last Fling” (WB), also Denver, Es- 
quire. Fair $2,000. Last week, 
“You're My Everything” (20th) and 
“Lone Wolf Lady” (Col), good $2,- 


500. 
(950 


West Drive-In (Wolfberg) 


and “House Across Street” (WB), 
also Broadway, East Drive-In. Big 
$10,000 or near. Last week, subse- 
quent-run. 


“STEAL’ BIG $13,000, 
TORONTO; ‘MAGIC’ 836 


Toronto, Aug. 30. 





“Big Steal” best newcomer in three 
spots. “Black Magic” shapes pass- 
,able at Loew’s. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol, Nortown, Shea’s (FP) (1,- 
079, 959, 2,386)—“Big Steal” (RKO). 


Hefty $13,000. Last week, “You're | 


My Everything” (20th) (2d_ wk), 
$12,500. 
| Dewntown, Glendale, Scarboro, 


State (20th) (1,059, 955, 698, 694; 
35-60)—“Purple Heart” (20th) and 
“Guadalcanal Diary” (20th) (reis- 
sues). Lusty $12,000. Last week, 
“Johnny Allegro” (Col) and “Law 
Barbary Coast” (Col), ditto. 
Eglinton, University (FP) (1,080; 
1,556; 40-60)—“Anna Lucasta” (Col) 


(2d wk). Okay $7,500 after last 
week’s $10,000. 
Imperial (FP) (3,373; 40-70)— 


“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) (2d 
wk). 
3 days; then yanked. 
huge $16;500. “Silver Lining” 
(WB) opens Wednesday (31). 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 40-70)— 
“Black Magic” (UA). Passable $8,- 
500. Last week, “Neptune’s Daugh- 
ter” (M-G) (4th wk), okay $5,500. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,096; 35-$1.20)— 
“Passport to Pimlico” (EL) (2d wk). 
Strong $10,000 after last week’s 
$13,000. 





C. J. Duer, lately Paramount | 
' manager here, slated to go to Los | 
|Angeles for the company, 
|passed up that chance and stays 
‘here as salesman covering Denver 
,and Western Colorado, succeeding 
| Jack Felix, who moved over to 
Monogram. 

James Hall puts films into Tex- 
line, Texas, via 170-seat Texline. 

George Hodge, city manager, La- 
mar, Colo., for Atlas Theatres, 
swaps places with Bud Dixon, 
Gothie, Denver, manager. Paul 
' Rudick goes from Jewel, Denver, 
to Rex, Brighton, succeeding Phil 
Phillipson, resigned. Bill Royster, 
exploiteer, made Jewel manager. 


| BOSTON 





has |K, C, Cooler, Biz Same; 





“Gay Amigo” | 


“Leave To | 


cars; 74)—"Girl Jones Beach” (WB) | 


Opening of Canadian National | 
Exhibition is boosting biz here with , 


beat, being big. “Once More N 
Darling” shapes especially dull = 
Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 


' Coliseum (H-E) (1,877: 50-94) 
“Mighty Joe Young” (RKQ) and 
“Make Mine Laughs” (RKO) (9q 


wk-5 days). Down to $6.000 after 

immense $14,600 last week. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 50-84) 
“Secret Garden” 


| — L (M-G) and 
“Grand Canyon” (SG). Dim $5,500 
Last week, “Good Old Summer. 


time” (M-G) and “Skyliner” (SG) 
(3d wk), good $6,700. : 

Liberty (Theatres, Inc.) (1,650: 
50-84) — “Doolins of Oklahoma” 
(Col) and “Air Hostess” (Col) (24 
wk). Off to $7,000. Last week 
| swell $9,200. : 
| Music Box (H-E) (850: 50-84)— 
“Silver Lining” “(WB) and “One 
Last Fling’”’ (WB) (Sth wk). Big $3. 
500 after $4,000 last week, 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200: 50-84) 
“Great Sinner” (M-G) and “Louisi« 
ana Story” (Indie) (2d wk). Good 
$6,000 following nice $9,600 last 
session. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600: 50-84)— 
| “It’s Great Feeling’ (WB) and 
“Postoffice Investigator” (Rep). Big 
| $13,000. Last week, ‘“Lueasta” 
(Col) and “Devil's Henchman” 
(Col) (2d wk), oke $6,500 in 6 days, 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 50-84) 
“Late For Tears’ (UA) and 
“Green Promise” (RKO) (2d runs) 
plus stage. Slow $4,500. Last week, 
“Colorado Territory” (WB) and 
“Jigsaw” (UA) (2d runs) plus stage- 
show, fair $5,000. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039: 50-84)— 
“Once More, My Darling” (U) and 
“Mysterious Desperado” (RKO), 
Dim $6,500. Last week ‘Slattery’s 





Hurricane” (20th) and “Counter 
—— (Mono), oke $8,600 in 9 
i days. 





BALTIMORE 
(Continued from page 12) 
Last week, “Crooked Way” (UA), 
somewhat better at $4.900. 

| New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
\“‘Come to Stable” (20th). Opening 
| today (Tues.) after ‘‘Slattery’s Hur- 
|ricane’’ (20th) held rather well at 
| $12,500. 

| Stanley (WB) (3,280: 25-75)—“It’s 
, Great Feeling” (WB) (2d wk). Main- 
| taining very steady gait at $16,000 
|after breezing in with fine $16,800 
opener. 

| Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
'—‘Mr. Soft Touch” (Col). Mild 
' $9,000. Last week, “Mighty Joe 


Fell off sharply to $6,000 in| young” (RKO) (2d wk). $6,600 fol- 
Last week, | jowing smash $13,700 first week. 














‘Entry’-Step’ $15,000 


Kansas City, Aug. 30. 

Cooler weather is helping biz 
here while film fare stays moderate 
in quality. Fox Midwest continues 
double bill policy in its three-thea- 
tre combo with “Illegal Entry” and . 
“Take One False Step” doing good 
session. “Black Magic,” topping 
Midiand bill, looks modest. 

Estimates for This Week 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65) 
—"Black Magic” (UA) and “Law. 
Barbary Coast” (Col). Moderate 
$13,000. Last week, “Anna Lucasta”’ 





Martin Mullin and Louis Perini, | 


Research Foundation announced | 
that $325,000 has been collected | 
in the 1949 “Jimmy Drive” of the 
Foundation. 
Joe Rahilly, former booker for 
the Veterans Administration, added 
to the booking staff at Metro. He 
had been with Metro here for 13 
years, resigning in 1 joi 
ae TA g 946 to | 


| DETROIT | 


Waldo Mudgett, formerly with 
Ww. W. Garrison Ad Agency, joined 
planning department of Jam Handy 
Organization. 

Bill “Hopalong Cassidy” ; 
D: assidy” Boyd 
attracted many western fans in a 


personal at a local 
tg department 





| 


co-chairmen of Childrens Cancer | *42,0 


sy “Lone Wolf Lady” (Col), 


Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 45-65)— | 
“Fountainhead” (WB) and “Fo'low 
Me Quietly” (WB) (2d wk). Light 
$8,500. Last week, oke $13,000. 
Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65) 
—“It’s Great Feeling’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Acceptable $9,000. Last week 


$14,000. | 
Roxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65) — 
‘Dumbo” (RKO) and “Saludos! 
Amigos” (RKO) (reissues). Nice | 


$4,500. Last week, “Cover Girl” | 
(Col) and “Never Lovelier” (Col) | 
ee” about same. 
tower—Uptown—Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700: 45-65) | 
—"Illegal Entry” (U) and “One| 
False Step” (U). Continues tempo- | 
rary dual policy for good $15,000. | 
a — “Tapers Hurricane” | 
0th) an “The Fan” (2 
hice $16,000. same 





Featuring DOUGLAS 4 ENGINE LINERS 


LOS. ANGELES ‘99 


SAN. FRANCISCO 
- CHICAGO. $28.75 
AIRLINE RESERVATIONS 


TIMES SQUAREBRyant 9-6492 
147 West 42nd St. 


GRAND CENTRAL MUrray hill 7-6415 
509 Sth Avenue 


BROOKLY! MAin 5-5621 
Hotel St. George, Clark &t. 















LA GUARDIA Hickory 6-0710 
U. 8 Gov’t appvd. Indep. Airlines 

















BRAND NEW BRENTWOOD HOME 
Hillside View Patio 


3 Bedrooms 


Baihs 
Fireplaces 
Completely Furnished and 
Equipped, Latest Appliances. 
For Lease—Possible Sale 
BRadshaw %-3960—CKestview 6-8637 
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ill participate in a broad- 
slaught on their detractors. 
dus operandi is still to be 
ned—whether it will be ac- 
the Motion 


here. W 
scale on 
The mo 

term! 
osmplished through 1 
Assn. of America, through 


icture S 
ee eetively new and independent 
set, or by hiring some high- 


riced outside public relations or- 

anization. 

whe spirit of the delegates here, 

5 far as can be determined, favors 
establishing a new, industry-con- 
trolled unit. In any case, its full- 
time job would be to acquaint the 
nation’s theatregoers with the 
pright side of the Hollywood pic- 
ture. Major company publicity- 
advertising directors, represented 
here by Warner Bros’. Mort Blum- 
enstock, will fight off any efforts to 
use their staffs, or anyones staffs, 
in a halftime fling at the job. Their 
experience has been that anything 
Jess than a real effort, unhampered 
by pressures of day-to-day picture- | 
selling, is the only one worth 
making. 

Who would set up such an organ- 
zation, who would run it, how it 
would be financed, etc., are among 
the details that may be hammered 
out of the meeting here by ad- 
journment time tomorrow (Wednes- 
day) night. More likely, however, 
they'll be turned over to a perma- 


—$—$—_— 


| Top P.R. Committee | 


f Chicago, Aug. 30. 

Top-working committee has 
been set up by the public re- 
lations meet here which will 
actually mastermind the re- 
ports of a group of five sub- 
committees. Overall planning 
group is sitting in continuous 
session to sift through the rec- 
ommendations. 

Coordinating 
consists of: 

William Ainsworth—Nation- 
al Allied. 

Max Cohen — Independent 
Theatre Owners Assn. 

Leo Brecker—Metropolitan 
Motion Picture Theatre own- 
ers. 

Ned E. Depinet—Motion Pic- | 
ture Assn. of America. 

Roy Brewer—Motion Picture 
Industry Council. 

Rotus Harvey—Pacific Coast 
Conference of Independent 
Theatre Owners. 

Gael Sullivan— Theatre 
Owners of America. 

Robert J. Rubin — Society 
of Independent Motion Picture 
Producers. 

Abel Green — Tradepress 
Publishers. 


SS 


group named 








nent committee which is certain to 
grow out of these sessions. 


It will take a long time to co- 
ordinate all the views, but the in- 
dustry was never nearer to that 
than now, as evidenced by the 
Sincerity and good will shown by 
production, distribution, exhibition, 
union, guild, tradepaper and other 
reps here. 


Exhibs to Be Used 


The 18,000 theatremen through- | 
out the country, continually re- | 
ferred to here as the first line ot 
attack in any public relations cam- 
paign because of their closeness to 
the grassroots patron, will be used 
in the campaign as much as possi- 
le—probably with material pro- 
Vided at least in part, by the 
Hollywood writers whom the Mo- 
tion Picture Industry Council reps | 
claim have unequalled talent that 


they'd like to throw into such a 
fray. 





Another angle will undoubtedly 
€ a speakers’ bureau. It would 
work with local exhibs and organi- 
zations in bringing everyone from 
top Hollywood stars to an oratori 
Cally-gifted exhib in a nearby town | 
to local meetings. In this way the 
Shopkeeper, the chamber of com 
merce Secretary and the small | 
Usiness people of America would 
See for themselves, firsthand, that 
1@ Industry is made up of serious- 
Minded businessmen, artists and 
artisans, that tall tales out of Hol- 
lywood might make interesting 
reading in a newspaper column, 
but that they are exaggerated out 
of all proportion. 

in line with all this thinking, 
One of the statements that private- 
y won most applause from observ- | 
frs here came from Abram F 
Myers, board chairman and gen-| 
a counsel for Allied States The- 
atres A He went out of his 


iSSn, 
Way to make clear to assembled | 


H’wood Fights Back 


Continued from page 1 = 




















execs that they must consider pub- 
lic relations separate and apart 
from publicity and exploitation. It 
was generally agreed that the two 
have been too often confused in 
the past, with poor results. 
Many other suggestions have 
been made, running from trailers 
to a grand tour by Eric Johnston 
and a bevy of stars, latter sugges- 
tion being entered by Spyros 
Skouras, 20th-Fox prexy. All the 
proposals have been put before an 
overall public relations committee 
and will be discussed today and 





—————— SS 


Skouras. Urges 


tomorrow. 
| | 
| 





| producing 


| dualing of 
| films on 
| said 





| 
ae Continued from page 3 == 


cers putting up the rest of the 
coin but splitting 50-50 on the 
profits. 

In a general roundup of con- 
ditions abroad, the 20th topper 


noted a considerable improvement 
in countries aided by the Eco- 
nomic Cooperation Administration. 
For film business, Italy is the only 
country in top shape, both as to 
production and exhibition. Box- 
office grosses are dipping slightly 
in all other countries and rising 
costs have made production “dif- 
ficult.” Despite this, Skouras said, 
20th will continue its policy of 
any picture’ abroad 
whose subject calls for a particu- 


lar foreign locale. 
| Britain Can’t Turn Out 40 a Year 


Explaining why 20th had with- 
drawn from the so-called unit plan 
in England, which prevents the 
American and British 
the same bill, 
British producers could not 
possibly turn out more than 40 pix 
this year: As a result, he said, 
20th can see no reason in continu- 
ing the plan. He scotched reports 
that he had negotiated a deal with 
J. Arthur Rank to provide play- 
ing time for 20th films in England, 


saying they were “entirely un- 
true.” 
British industry, he said, went 


| in over its head in attempting to 


Skouras | 








turn out as many as 100 pictures | 
a year, Unlike Hollywood, he 
| pointed out, the British lack the 
necessary trained technicians and 
personnel to support such an am- 
bitious program. British situation | 
is especially unfortunate, he add-|0f his bid after six weeks of 
ed, since production costs were | negotiation and months involved in 
mountirg and the boxoffice was getting the deal together. 

Sliding off during the time they! Meyer has withdrawn from es- 
tried to increase their production. crow the $1,500,000 binder he put 
Skouras noted, however, that the up. However, all the participants 
British b.o. today on an average with him in the financing are stand- 
is better than the U. S.. estimating ; ing by and ready to advance their 
it about pars the 1943 or 1944 Share of the coin again when 
Brosses, — Hughes is ready to reopen negotia- 

I'wentieth prez revealed he had tion, 

told John J. McCloy, U. S. high 
commissioner in Germany, that it 
would be unwise for the Govern- 
ment to select the films to be shown 











Kingsberg Still in It 


Malcolm Kingsberg, prexy of the 


RKO circuit, is also still in the 
jin that country. To best demon-| fight to obtain the 929,020 shares 
Strate to Germans the American representing 24° of the outstand- 
way of life, he advocated the Gov- ing stock, which Hughes owns in 
ernment permit the company presi- | the approximately 100 houses in- 
dents to select the pix, but limit! yolved. Whether Kingsberg was 
them to no more than 15 or 20 a/ever able to get a syndicate to- 


year from each studio in order to gether to match the Meyer bid is 


preclude flooding the German’ beclouded. Some sources say he 
market. met it, some say he exceeded. it, 
Skouras said 20th will build and some equally reliable ones say 


theatres in any foreign country he couldn't get enough 
where it will be able to remit earn- gether to make a bid. 
ings from the theatres Move is 
particularly advisable at this time, 
he said, when 20th faces the pos- 
sibility of domestic divorcement. 
Company has already decided to 


coin to- 
And Hughes, 
the only man who ean impartially 
answer the question, won't talk. 
With the temporary hiatus on all 
bids, however, the Atlas option 
; again comes to the fore. Hughes’ 
erect four theatres in Israel and) stand reportedly is that Odlum had 
» pln Alexandria, Egypt Each his chance and refused to meet the 
theatre in Israel, he said, will pro- | pest bid, as called for under terms 
vide office space for doctors, den- | of the deal, and therefore let his 
lists, etc, which is desperately option slide. Odlum takes the op- 
needed at this time |posing Viewpoint that if Hughes 
Evades 2 Issues 
Skouras declined to discuss the $4,500,000 option still stands. Im- 
two subjects which have received Partial lawyers admit that the 
most emphasis recently—Govern-| Matter is open to argument and 
ment-enforced divorcement and _ litigation under terms of the op- 
20th’s attempt to buy a 50% inter- tion. Pertinent paragraph states: 
est in J. Arthur Rank’s Odeon cir- “T (Hughes) shall use my best ef- 
cuit in Canada. |forts to obtain one or more cash 
The two are directly linked, 
since 20th will need theatre earn-| persons, firms or corporations, and 
ings from whatever source possi- | the one of these offers that is most 
ble if it is forced to divest itself , acceptable to me shall be the one 
of its theatre holdings in the U. S.| which shall determine the price 
Skouras said the deal with Rank is| hereunder. You shall have two 
cold at this time but would not| days to accept such offer after I 
divulge the reasons why it had have disclosed it to you and made 
fallen through. He intimated, how-|the same offer to you firmly. I 
ever, that 20th has not given up agree that at least eight days prior 
|completely on the plan, declaring to the time when I shall make such 
the deal “might happen some offer to you firmly, I will disclose 
time.” ito you tentatively its terms so that 


Odlum’s RKO Option 


Continued from page 5 











,you may have opportunity to give 


adequate attention to such of- 
fer.... In the event that I am un- 
able to obtain such a cash offer 
from others, then I shall offer said 
securities in the theatre company 
to you for a cash price of not to 
exceed $4,500,000.” 


Odlum viewpoint is that since 
Hughes accepted no offer then 
none could have been “the most 


acceptable.” In any event, he had 
previously challenged the validity 
of the Meyer offer, suggesting that 
it was not bona bide but a method 
of bidding up the price. He sent 
a series of questions to Hughes 
hesitate to file suit since the charge 
general legal opinion was that he'd 











offers from financially responsible | 





and hinted at litigation, although 
would be extremely difficult to 
prove. 

—— ——— 

| 

RKO Divorce 
-——— Continued from page 5 oe 

is said to be in the red for about 
$2,000,000. It is believed that the 
company has a good chance of 


operating in the black during the 
49. Without a 
however, it 


rest of sensational 


recovery, cannot rally 


to the point of overcoming its 


earlier losses, 
doesn’t accept any other bid, the 


Company was particularly hard 
hit, distribution-wise, by the late 
spring boxoffice slump. Its gross 
for the second quarter dropped to 
$21,900,000 compared to $28,681,- 
555 for the same period of last 
year. 

Despite its loss, production-dis- 
tribution unit would probably have 
ample cash reserves since the 
theatre unit is making an extra- 
ordinary distribution of $10,000,- 
000 cash to it prior to the splitup. 
Fund is being paid by way of a 
dividend and reduction of capital. 
Nonetheless, if the production- 
distribution unit was forced to take 
this year’s loss alone, it would rep- 
resent something of a dent in the 
working capital. 
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are Lux Girls! 


"A Lux Girl? 


says lovely MARIA MONTEZ 


Here’s a beauty care that really works: in 
recent Lux Toilet Soap tests by skin spe- 
cialists, actually three out of four complex- 
ions improved in a short time. 


“It’s wonderful the way Lux Soap care 
really makes skin lovelier, 
Montez. “‘I smooth the fragrant lather well 
in. As I rinse and then pat with a soft towel 


to dry, skin takes on 


Take the screen stars’ tip! Don’t let neg- 
lect cheat you of loveliness, romance. 


9 out of 10 Sereon, Stars 


Indeed | am!” 


” 


says Maria 


fresh new beauty!” 


~ Seymour Nebenzal producfio 


Wow Shon 
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As Nucleus tor Sports B'cast Web 





Phil ladelphia. Aug. 30 
Ir ‘ 4 + senark- 
»E O-watt indi par 
fn aon Sports Br Net- 
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c r r noe 
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A as s 
t n agen A n 
A Svulk er WPEN 
Tne sia L : - y 
lavun ¢ r 2 ¢ 
v ng in on the ground floor 
I z rgan d exc! e for 
t purposes of making pe ie 
f ne indle to carry major 
sports events a 
Tr initiz links in the new 
sports chain are: WPAM, Potts- 
er 4 
ville. Pa.. WSNJ. Bridgeton J 
WKOK Corn = Pa WHAP 
H WFPG 4 n 
C r R ling. Pa VNOW 
y Pa , u WS i noton 
. ae 
D VOKO 4 iban i 
V LN. Lancaste und WAEB 
A - r Pp 
ener Sp. -@ r- 
tr far ¢ nd 
a's g f e Pp C 
Fag n - 
Pp n 4 ¢ 0 ng ie H- 
mo ed i t ry Stein n I n 
Casino ner, wh s putting on 
be P v’s Convention Ha 
r 1 ¢ 
gt tin Sent 21 Steinn nm has 
lined r ( e nre € ring 
cards for f nit ling a fight 
pro ter 
The Sports net is dickering for 
maior events in every field of ath- 
letics The new web will peddle 
the games to national and regional 
advertisers, permitting time buy- 
ers to take as many stations as they 


want, in as many towns as they 
like. Individual! station retains its 


own rights whether to come in on 


web sale or to peddle the events 
to a local sponsor. or even carry 
the games sustaining 


stations are being in- 
vited, on a planned scale. to cut 
down to a minimum the wire costs 
involved Instead of direct wires 
from the origination point, each 
station in the link will take the 
games and bouts by direct wire 
from the network station in the 
Nearest town. Web figures on spot- 
ting its stations about 40 miles 
apart, thus giving the indies an 
opportunity to carry major ath- 
letic events live, without having 
prohibitive wire bills. 

No organizational setup for the 
mew network as yet. Rensel is 
serving as general manager. 


Eigen in Switch to WMGM 
Next Month When Jock’s 
WINS Contract Expires 


Jack Eigen. who since April, 
1947, has conducted a disk jockey 
session over WINS. N. Y., from the 
New York Copacabana, will join 
the Loew station, WMGM, late 
next month, when his WINS con- 
tract expires. WINS isn’t renew- 
ing Eigen because it is dropping 
the early a.m. hours to get its 


1i¢i al 
Additional 





transmitter into shape in anticipa- | 


tion of the FCC upping it to 50,000 


watts. Station is now 50,000 day 


and 10,000 after 6 p.m. 

Eigen will be spieling the same 
hours for WMGM as he did with 
WINS, 1-4 a.m., and he’ll do the 
same type of program, jockeying 
plus interviews. His WINS deal 
ends Sept. 25 and begins on 
WMGM the next night. Beginning 
Sept. 26 WINS wiii sign off at 
1 a.m. and resume at 6 a.m. 


ATLANTA CANDIDATES 
POUR COIN INTO RADIO 


Atlanta, Aug. 30. 


Flood of fresh coin is pouring 
into Atlanta’s radio stations as 
municipal election nears its climax, 
Election date is Sept. 7. 

Chief interest centers in race for 
mayor, which has simmered down 
to contest between incumbent, 
Mayor William B. Hartsfield, and 
Charlie Brown, ex-commissioner of 
Fulton County. Two other men in 
the race are not cutting much fig- 
ure, but are in there punching and 
spending radio coin just the same. 

Also to be elected are full slate 
of aldermen and councilmen, all 
of whom are buying radio time, 

‘ey a Po it ea 











Aggressive Showman 


Rg GH: B. TERRY 


ots - 


ror - 


KLZ, Denver 


Drys Rap Radio On 


Liquor Question 


Philadelphia, Aug. 30 
Cherges that the broadcasting 








companies and independent sta- 
tions discriminate against the na- 


forces were made here 
(27) by Rep. Joseph W. Bryson 


tion’s dry 


D -S. C.) speaking at the diamond 

yilee convention of the National 
Ganon’: Christian Temperance 
Union. 


Congressman Bryson, who is the 
author of the House Bill to ban ad- 
vertising of alcoholic beverages in 
interstate commerce and over the 
radio, said the broadcasters refuse 
to give time to liquor’s foes, but 
never hesitate to carry programs 
sponsored by the breweries and 
distilleries. 

“Liquor advertising is out of 


hand since the repeal of Prohibi- | 


” 


Bryson declared. “The li- 
(Continued on page 40) 


tion, 











(Sept. 1-10) 
Following is a list of the 
new and returning shows 
scheduled to tee off on the 
major radio networks during 
the next 10 days: 
Sept. 1 
FBI in Peace and War. 


Drama. Thursday, 8 p.m. 
CBS. Procter & Gamble. 
Biow agency. 

Suspense. Drama. Thurs- 


day, 9 p.m. CBS. _ Electric 
Auto-Lite. Newell-Emmett. 
Sept. 2 

Goldbergs. Domestic com- 
edy. Friday, 8 p.m. CBS. 
General Foods. Young & Rubi- 
cam. 

My Favorite Husband. Com- 
edy. Friday, 8:30 p.m. CBS. 


General Foods. Young & 
Rubicam, 

Sept. 4. 
Behind the Story. Drama. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. Mutual. 
Sustaining. 


Drew Pearson. News. Sun- 
day, 6 p.m. ABC. Adam 
Hat Stores. Weintraub. 

Horace Heidt Show. Talent. 
Sunday, 9:30 p.m. CBS. Philip 
Morris. Biow. 

Sept. 8 

Housewives’ Money Maker. 
Household hints. Thursday, 
10:45 a.m. ABC. Sustaining. 

Hallmark Playhouse. Drama. 
Thursday, 10 p.m. CBS. Hall 
Bros., Ince. Foote, Cone & 
Belding. 

Supper Club. Music. Thurs- 
day, 10 p.m. ‘(new once-weekly 
format). NBC. Chesterfield 
cigarets. Newell-Emmett. 

Sept. 10 

Confidential Closeups. Inter- 
views. Saturday, 5:45 p.m. 
NBC. Animal Foundation. 
Buffalo, Comstock & Duffies, 
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“Report to the Nation” 


Network Premieres | 


N, W. AYER 


1944 
Telephone Hour” ‘Bell Telephone 


Ho race Heid ‘Hires) 


ore hg r) 
Cooperatives) 


Hook ‘n’ Ladder Follies’ 
Electrical 


TED BATES 
1 


1944 
Bachelor I id en Wonder B ea 
Can Yo T D This Colgate 
nn San C gate 
ne S arter’s Pi 
rhe € D r Stan bra 
s Part Colgate 
BENTON & 
1944 
Maxwell House Show” ‘General Foods 
Portia Faces Life” ‘General Foods 
“Prudential Family Hour Prudential) 


“Thin Man” Genera | Foods 
“When a Giri Marries” General Foods) 
“Woman of America” P & Gi 


“Young Doctor Malone” (General Foods 


1949 
Dorothy Dix (Sealtest) 
“Telephone Hour” ‘Bell Telephone) 
Helen Hayes (Electric Cos.) 


949 


Dennis Day (Colgate) 
Judy Canova Colgate) 
“Our Miss Brooks” ‘Col te) 
Irene Beasley (Continental Baking) 
BOWLES 

1949 
“Family Hour of Stars” (Prudential) 
“Railroad Hour” ‘Assn. of Amer. Railroads) 
“Father Knows Best” (General Foods) 
Red Skelton P & G) (With Russel Seeds) 


“When a Girl Marries” ‘General 
“Pr ortia Faces Life” ‘General Foods 
Wy endy Warren and the News” (General Foods) 
“Perry “Mason” (P & G) 

“Rosemary” (P & G 

“Life Can Be Beautiful” (P & G) 

va | General Foods) 


Juvenile Jury” 
“House of Mystery” (General Foods 


Foods) 


BBD&O 
1944 1949 
“Cavalcade of America” ‘DuPont “Cavalcade of America” (DuPont) 
: Armstre ng Theatre” ‘Armstrong Cork “Armstrong Theatre” ‘Armstrong Cork) 
“Pashi ns in Rations” (Serve , Jack Benny ‘Lucky Strike) 
“TLet’s Pretend” (Cream of W pat) Phil Harris-Alice Fay (Rexall) 
Phil Spitalny ‘Gen. Electric Sam Spade” ‘Wildroot) 
“To Your Good Health” (Squibb) Theatre Guild of the Air’ ‘U. S. Steel) 
“Inner San tum” Emerson Drug) 
“Hit the Jackpot” (DeSoto) 
Fre d Waring ‘Gen. Electric) 
“‘Let’s Pretend” ‘Cream of Wheat) 
“Hormel’s Girl Corps” (Hormel) 
“Hit Parade” ‘(Lucky Strike) 
Bob 4 + e (Lever Bros.) 
Frank Sinatra-Dorothy Kirsten (Lucky Strike) 
BIOW 
1944 1949 


“Crime Doctor” (Philip Morris) 

“It Pays to Be Ignorant” (‘Philip Morris 
“Let Yourself Go” ‘Eversharp) 

Ginny Simms (Philip Morris) 

“Suspense” (Roma Wine 


“This Is Your Life” (Philip Morris) 
“Crime Photographer” (‘Philip Morris) 
Horace Heidt ‘Philip Morris) 

“Take It or Leave It” (Eversharp) 

“Big Sister” ‘Spic and Span) 


“Take It or Leave It” (Eversharp) “Counterspy” ‘Pepsi Cola) 
“FBI in Peace and War” ‘P & G) 
COMPTON 
1944 1949 
3oston Symphony (Allis Chalmers “Truth or Consequences” (P & G) 


P & G) 


“Brave Tomorrow” 


“Breakfast at Sardi’s” (P & G) 
“The Goldbergs” (‘P & G) 
“I Love a Mystery” (P & G) 


“Life Can Be Beautiful” (P & G) 
“Right to Happiness” (P & G) 

“Road of Life’ (P & G) 
“Truth or Consequences” 
“Vic and Sade” (P & G) 


P & G) 


1944 
“Amanda of Honeymoon Lane” 
“American Album” (Sterling) 
“American Melody Hour” (Sterling) 
“Back Stage Wife” (Sterling) 
“Stella Dallas” (Sterling) 
“Easy Aces” (Anacin) 
“Friday on Broadway” (Anacin) 
“Front Page Farrell’ (Wyeth Chemical) 
“Hymns of All Churches” (Gen. Mills) 
“Lorenzo Jones” (Sterling) 
“Just Plain Bill’ (Anacin) 
“Light of the World) (Gen. Mills) 
“Lone Ranger” (Gen. Mills) 
“Ma Perkins” (P & G) 
“Manhattan Merry-Go-Round” 
“Mr. Keen” (Kolynos) 
“Our Gal Sunday” (Anacin) 
“Romance of Helen Trent” (Amer! 
“Second Husband” (Sterling) 
“Today's Children” ‘Gen. Mills) 
“Waltz Time” (Sterling) 
“Young Widder Brown” (Sterling 


(Sterling Drug) 


Sterling) 


Home Products) 


“Road of Life’ (P & G) 

“Young Doctor Malone” (P & G) 
“Right to Happiness” (‘P & G) 
Lowell Thomas ‘P & G) 

“Guiding Light” (P & G) 
“Brighter Day” (P & G) 


DANCER, FITZGERALD & SAMPLE 
1949 


“Beulah” (P & G) 

Jack Smith” (P & G) 

*‘Ma Perkins” (P & G) 

“Light of the World” (Gen. Mills) 
“Welcome Traveler” (P & G) 
Betty Crocker (Gen. Mills) 
“Stella Dallas” (Sterling) 
“Lorenzo Jones” (Sterling) 
“Young Widder Brown” (Sterling) 
“Backstage Wife” (Sterling) 
“Mystery Theatre” (Sterling) 
“Mr. Chameleon” (Sterling) 
“American Album” (Sterling) 


WILLIAM ESTY 


1944 
Abbott & Costello (Camel) 
“Blind Date” ‘Lehn & Fink) 
“Blondie” (Colgate) 
Jimmy Durante-Garry Moore (Camel) 
“Grand Ole Opry” (Prince Albert) 
Bob Hawk (Camel) 


1949 
Screen Guild Players (Camel) 
Jimmy Durante (Camel) 
“Grand Ole Opry” (Prince Albert) 
Vaughn Monroe (Camel) 
Bob Hawk (Camel) 


FOOTE, CONE & BELDING 


1944 
“Hit Parade” (Lucky Strike) 
“All Time Hit Parade” (Lucky Strike) 
Jack Carson (Campbell Soup) 
“Cities Service Concert” ‘Cities Service) 
“Here's to Roman@e” (Bourjois) 
Bob Hope ‘(Pepsodent) 
Kay Kyser (Lucky Strike) 


1949 
“Nora Drake” (Toni) 
“Give and Take” (Toni) 
“Hallmark Playhouse” (Hall Bros.) 
“My Friend Irma” (Pepsodent) 


KENYON & ECKHARDT 


1944 
Jack Berch (Kellogg) 
sreakfast at Sardi’s” (Kellogg) 
“Breakfast Club” (Kellogg) 
“One Man’s Family” (Standard Brands) 
Superman” (Kellogg) 


1949 


“County Fair” (Borden) 


McCANN-ERICKSON 


1944 
“Death Valley Days” (Borax) 
“Dr. Christian” (Vaseline) 
“Grand Central Station” (Pillsbury) 
John Charlies Thomas (Westinghouse) 
“Top of the Evening” (Westinghouse) 


(Continued on 


4 


1949 
“Arthur Godfrey Time” (National Biscuit) 
“Breakfast Club” (Swift) 
“Dr. Christian” (Chesebrough) 
“Harvest of Stars” (Int'l Harvester) 
“Straight Arrow” (National Biscuit) 
Ted Malone (Westinghouse) 
“The Sheriff” (Pacific Coast Borax) 
“Sammy Kaye Showroont’ (Chrysler Dealers) 
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BRD&O: Brains, Billings, Duffy—Ouch! ARN AN 


The saga of BBD&O and its emergence into the No. 1 agency 
spotlight is generally regarded by the trade as the Horatio Alger 
payoff to prexy Ben Duffy’s masterminding—the same Duffy who 
parlayed a regime dating back 30 years to his BBD&O mailboy 


chores into gross billings of $80,0( 


)10,000 a year, 


As a strictly U. S. institution (with no overseas representation), 


that’s unparalleled in agency circ 


les and a far cry from the days 


when (only a decade ago) BBD&O was gasping for billings breath 


and operating in the red. 


It was in 1938, to be exact, that BBD&O was floundering, foi- 
lowing the checkout of Roy Durstine. Durstine, back in '31, brought 
to the agency business its initial bigtime radio splurging, with the 
LaPalina-Kate Smith showcase, the Ethyl Gas sponsorship of Andre 
Kosielanetz; John Charles Thomas show, the Hoffman Brewery 60- 
minute showcase for Nelson Eddy, the Julia Sanderson-Frank 
Crumit stanza, March of Time and other nighttime productions, 
which, in terms of 1931, represented radio show biz at its best. 


The “House of Duffy,” with only “ 


Cavalcade of America” and Phil 


Spitalny left as major network attractions five years ago, began Kit- 


ting its stride when Duffy moved 


into the prexy spot three years 


ago. It was Duffy who, through the simple expedient of a postcard 
and a telephone call, wrapped up by the $10,000,000 American 
Tobacco business, and is now moving inio Vincent Riggio’s video 


domain (now represented by N. W. Ayer). 


Only a couple weeks 


back Duffy sent an agency emissary to England for huddles with 
Robert Montgomery to lay the groundwork for a major Lucky 


Strike production. Something in 
“Lux Radio Theatre,” it would fe 
show and star in the weekly attra 

Of the $80,000,000 overall bu 


the nature of a TV version of 
ature Montgomery to emcee the 
ctions. 

ildings, upwards of $25,000,000 


comes out of the agency’s radio-TV columns, with about $8,000,000 


channelled into spots alone. 








ABC to Move Today (Wed.) for Court 


Test on Legality of Giveaway Ban 


Washington, Aug. 30. + 

Action to test the legality of the 
FCC’s ban on giveaway programs 
will be taken tomorrow (Wed.) by 
the ABC network, VarIETY learned 
yesterday. Preparations for a court 
test have been under way for the 
_past week under the direction of 
Joseph A. McDonald veepee, secre- 
tary and general attorney of the 
web. The New York law firm of 
Cravath, Swain & Moore has been 
retained. 

Efforts were being made to have 
papers ready for filing today. It is 
understood a complaint would be 
filed with the United States Circuit 
Court of Appeals of the Second 
Judicial Circuit, of which Learned 
Hand of New York is chief judge. 

McDonald was unable to say 
what ABC will ask of the court. 
pending final determination of 
legal strategy, but it was expected 
the web would request that the 
FCC order prohibiting certain 
types of money and prize shows be 
set aside until the merits have been 
argued by both sides. The ABC 
exec said his company would take 
action independently but he 
thought it likely that others would 
file. (CBS and NBC will join in 
etning judicial review of the 

an), 

An important consideration in 

(Continued on page 40) 


Railroad Hour’s 


1506 Sidetrack 








Matchabelli Back 


Prince Matchabelli is coming 
back into radio. Perfume com- 
pany, which formerly sponsored the 
Paul lLavalle  pops-semi-classical 
stanza on NBC and CBS as an in- 
and-out Sunday afternoon attrac- 
tion, is buying the 2:30-3 p.m. Sun- 
day segment on Columbia this fall, 
preceding the New York Phil- 
harmonic symph concerts for a re- 
turn engagement of Lavalle. 

Move comes in wake of Carna- 
tion moving its “Contented Hour” 
into Sunday night at 10 on CBS 
and Standard Oil of New Jersey 
mulling sponsorship of Andrew 
Kostelanetz Sunday at 5. 


Who Lands Where? 
Query Keeps CBS 


Execs Guessing 


Prevailing jitters (on an executive 
level) around CBS are said to stem 
from the fact that board chairman 
William S. Palev, now that he’s 
-eofreshed from his European vaca- 
tion, will turn his immediate post- 
Labor Day attention to the problem 
of effecting an integrated AM-TV 
pattern. 

The move, in turn, it’s reported, 
will result in a wholesale realign- 





ment of executive positions. “Who 


_ABC suffered another nighttime 
billings reverse, in this instonce 
to the tune of some $750,000, when 
the American Assn. of Railroads 
decided in favor of moving its 

Railroad Hour” musical to NBC. 
Effective Oct. 3, show, starring Gor- 
don MacRae, goes into the Monday 
night at 8 period, same time seg- 
ment it’s been occupying on ABC. 

Factor in Railroad Assn.’s deci- 
$10n to switch was desire to tie in 
with NBC’s Monday night “mood 
music” experiment, with “Railroad 

our” as the curtain raiser to a 
Parlay comprising Firestone, “Tele- 
Phone Hour” and “Carnation 
Hour.” 

Originally it was planned to spot 

red Waring in the Monday at 8 
Period, but he’ll be moved into 
Thursday night 10:30, 

Meanwhile, NBC has changed its 
Plans about Dave Garroway as a 
Tadio personality and instead of a 
Saturday night 7:30 showcase, he'll 
Ne Spotted Monday nights 10:30. 

etwork is fig&ring on the line of 
ia old vaude axiom, “leave ‘em 
aushing,” and will thus have Car- 
.oWay bringing up the rear of the 
Mood music” evening. 


lands where?” is the question up- 
permost in the minds of execs, 
particularly in the programming 
division, where the divorced AM- 
TV operations have been the cause 
of considerable confusing. 

Thus far CBS has effected in- 
tegration only within the ranks of 
the Public Affairs Division, under 
veepee Davidson Taylor, Jr. 

Sale last week of “This Is 
Broadway” as a_ half-hour video 
program for Sunday night showcas- 
ing in the 7:30 period served to 
point up anew the confusion with- 
in the programming department 
resulting from the present unin- 
tegrated setup. Show was created 
by Irving Mansfield, strictly as an 
AM attraction. Mansfield himself 
operates out of the radio dept. 

A few weeks back “Broadway” 
was converted into a simultaneous 
AM-TV show and last week the 
video stanza was sold to Crosley 
The original AM version is being 
dropped. Thus the program, con- 
ceived by the AM boys, moves out 
of the radio creative ken into tele 
with Mansfield remaining as the 
only bridge between the two divi 


‘sions as producer of the program. 
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By GEORGE ROSEN 

The big noise in agency radio ac- 
tivity is, far and way, BBD&O. The 
“House of Duffy,” with its envi- 
able roster of stars and major ac- 
counts, has, within the span of 
two years, parlayed itself into the 
trade’s “wonder agency.” Whereas 
five years ago it wasn't even in the 
running in terms of major league | 
network prestige programming, it 
goes to the post next month for the 
opening of the °49-'50 broadcast- 
ing season with the most. solid 
lineup in the business, including, 
among others, Jack Benny, Bob 
Hope, Phil Harris-Alice Faye, 
Frank Sinatra-Dorothy Kirsten, the 


| U.S. Steel’s “Theatre Guild on the 


Air,” Fred Waring, “Hit Parade,” 
“Cavalcade of America” and “Sam | 
Spade.” 

Back in 1944 the agency’s only 
bid for a place in the nighttime 
programming sphere was “Caval- 
cade of America” and _ Phil 
Spitalny. 

A “then-and-now” appraisal of 
agency activity spanning the 1944- 
’49 five-year period (see chart) re- | 
veals just how turbulent the tran- 
sition has been. Back in ’44 it was 
. Walter Thompson and Young & | 
Rubicam slugging it out, as they | 
had done for years, for ‘“‘top dog’ 
position in nighttime billings and 


= 


e 


' star-studded shows. They divided | 


the ‘‘cream” between them. 
Those were the days when Y & R 
boasted, among others, Jack Benny, 
when he was selling Jello; Burns 
and Allen, Eddie Cantor, Dinah 
Shore, Kate Smith with a full-hour 
variety show, ““Duffy’s Tavern” and 
such sundry items, which contrib- 
uted toward a fabulous billings 
pavoff, as ‘‘Molle Mystery Theatre,” 
“Sherlock Holmes,” ‘Silver Thea- 
tre,” Goodvear’s “Star and the 


Story.” “March of Time” and 
Celanese’s “Great Moments in 
Music.” 


It was a period, too, when JWT 
was riding high and handsome with 
Bing Crosby’s ‘‘Kraft Music Hall,” 
“Lux Radio Theatre” (which now 
remains the only bigtime network 
entry on the JWT books and 
the agency's sole Coast-originating- 
ing program); Edgar Bergen and 
Charlie McCarthy, Frank  Sin- 
atra. Bob Crosby. the brace of 
Ford-sponsored nightime entries, 
“Greenfield Village Choir’ and 
“Watch the World Go By”; the 
Ballantine “Broadway Showtime,” 
Wrigley’s “America in the Air” and 
its bid to break the daytime serial 
strangehold with Alfred Drake’s 
“Broadway Matinee” for Owens- 
Illinois. 

Like JWT. Y & R’s Coast produc- 
tion (which once set the Hollywood 
pace) has been whittled down to a 
single entry: “My Favorite Hus- 
band.” which, actually, is a CBS- 
built package. | 

The five-year interval has wit- 
nessed a drastic reshuffle of agency 
standings in terms of programs and 
billings, with Benton & Bowles, 
next to BBD&O, moving into a new 
sphere of influence with its im- 

(Continued on page 28) 


CBS CUTS PLATTER FOR 
7506 KOSTY PROGRAM 


CBS last week cut its audition 
record of the Andre Kostelanetz 
show for Standard Oil of New 
Jersey. Company last season spon- 
sored the New York Philharmonic 
symph concerts on CBS, with the 
integrated “Weekend With Music, 
but cancelled out at the end of 
the season 

Standard Oil now wants to come 
back into radio, with Columbia 
pitching up the Kostelanetz pro- 
gram for the Sunday 5-5:30 seg- 
ment In p! ace of ° Weekend With 
Music’ there will be an_ insert 
designed to develop native music 
composition, with Kostelanetz Ziv- 
ing a weekly showcase of the best 





ubmitted a 
Sponsor has a $750,000 time-and- 


‘alent budget to spend for the ‘49 
‘DU season, 
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Gone & Forgotten 

Since the retworks have 
drastically whittled down 
their budgets, there has been 
a noticeable absence of pre- 
broadcast season cocktail par 
ties. Particularly at this time 
of the season, past years have 
witnessed a succession of 
those Hampshi-e House, 21, 
Stork Club, Barberry Room 
shindigs in New York to “wel- 
come” the talent and toast the 
sponsor 

The tab usually ran any- 
where from $1,500 to $3,500, 
with the network and _ the 
agency splitting the bill. No 
body, as a rule, wanted them, 
with the webs, agencies and 
talent generally regarding 
them as a necessary evil 

All of those tends to make 
everybody happy—except the 
freeloaders. 


Junkin Junket 
To Sift Talent 


In Colleges 


NBC is embarking on a novel 
junket idea, designating a network 











“ambassador” who will tour the 
kev universities and colleges in a 
bid to ferret out new writing tal- 
ent and techniques for use on its 
“Radio City Playhouse” series 
“Playhouse” is being pulled off 
the air when the commercial sea- 
son opens, until a new time slot 
can be found. Meanwhile there 
will be a complete revamp on the 
show and during its hiatus Harry 
Junkin, producer of “Playhouse,” 
will set off on a combination good- 
will, public-relations junket and a 
search for untapped writing talent. 
Proposed itinerary will take 
Junkin to the major universities 
to talk on radio writing in general 
and “Radio City Playhouse” in 
particular. He'll talk to the stu- 
dents about problems of script 
treatment and supply them with a 


complete breakdown of ‘“Play- 
house” requirements, extending 
invitations to submit original 


stories for the series. 
Thus “Playhouse” will be util- 
(Continued on page 40) 





Crusading Columnist Is 
Bounced From Kentucky 
Station Under Pressure 


Louisville, Aug. 309. 

James B. Rhody was bounced 
from WFKY, Frankford, Ky., last 
week because he made “too many 
attacks on city officials and the 
police department.” 

According to manager Wallace 
Robinson, Rhody’s comments were 
undermining the confidence of the 
listeners in  Frankfort’s — police 
force and encouraging “petty 
thieves and delinquents” into 
greater § activity. Robinson took 
the position that the airlanes are 
not the place for anyone’s personal 
gripes. 

Rhody’s version of the incident 
differed with that of Robinson. He 
claimed he had to buy advertising 
space in the State Journal, Frank- 
fort’s newspaper, to explain why 
he had been banned by the local 
station. Claimed his comments 
were banned “at the insistence of a 
special group or interest who find 
free speech objectionable and 
detrimental to their activities or 
pursuits.” 

Rhody’s airing, called “This ‘n’ 
That.” a chatter session during 
which he crusaded against things 
he thought were wrong in the city, 
was a carryover from a column he 
wrote for 10 years in the State 
Journal before entering radio three 
years ago. 


(Where's That New Biz?’ Webs Ask 
NW As Market Timetable Has Setback 


+ 


Timetable on the anticipated 


bullish radio market has gone awry 
somewhere along the line, and the 
networks appear to be singing an- 
other tune It's recalled five or 
six weeks ago, NBC and CBS were 
fully confident that by the end of 
August each would have remaining 
but two or three nighttime half- 
hour segments for sale. 

Such, however, is not the case. 
Those wide open gaps still remain 
and the sponsorship nibbles are 
as elusive today as they were a 
month ago 

The webs nonetheless are far 
from panicky and are now saying: 
“wait until the immediate post- 
Labor Day period.” 

Four or five years ago the major 
networks knew by early July just 
where they stood on fall program- 
ming sales. Year by year, how- 
ever, commitments have been held 
in abeyance and last year it wasn't 


| until the middle of August that 


the pattern crystallized itself. 
This year the economic § un- 

certainties have been more pro- 

nounced. The bullish attitude of 


| Six weeks back stemmed partially 


from the predictions of Sumner 


| Schlichter, the Harvard economist, 


with the webs in turn taking their 


| cue from his note of optimism. But 
they're fairly well reconciled to the 


fact, as of the moment, that there 
will be quite a few open time 
periods when the fall curtain is 
officially up in late September. 





NBC Blueprints 
‘Sneak Previews’ 


Tom McCray, NBC's program 
chief, has blueprinted a plan for 
utilization of the pix industry's 
“sneak preview” technique as a 
solution to the problem of what to 
do with shows now on the shelf 
that didn’t have a chance for an 
airing this summer. 

In adopting the ‘“‘sneak preview” 
idea for network radio, McCray 
will spot on a continuing basis at 
frequent intervals the shows that 
missed out on the summer sched- 
ule. Listeners won’t be apprised 
in advance of the “sneak” and 
they'll be asked to mail in their 
comments in the same manner as 
pix companies invite card com- 
ment. 

Initial “sneak” under the new 
policy will take place tomorrow 
night (Thurs.) at 11:30 (that’s the 
regular time slot reserved for the 
experiment), when “Security 
Agent, USA” gets an unveiling. 
Actually NBC pulled a “sneak” 
earlier this summer with Ed 
Byron’s giveaway package, “Invis- 
ible Microphone.” 

“Sneaks” will also serve a dual 
purpose in that they will be an as- 
sist toward establishing prior title 
and format rights. 


‘CONTENTED HOUR’ 
SWITCHES TO CBS 


Carnation ends an association of 
18 years with NBC Oct. 2 when the 
“Contented Hour” starring Buddy 
Clark moves to CBS in the Sun- 
day night slot following Horace 
Heidt, also a fugitive from NBC. 

Sponsor also bought another 
half-hour on Columbia for a Satur- 
day matinee show with Jay Stewart 
asemcee. Starting Sept. 24 on the 
Coast network, it will spread na- 
tionwide if Carnation likes both 
the show and the rating. 

In view of Buddy Clark’s Co- 
lumbia Records deal, CBS regards 
its web as a natural habitat for 
“Contented.” 








Ethel Shutta Comeback? 

Ethel Shutta (Kirksey), singing 
comedienne and erstwhile star of 
the “Ziegfeld Follies,” may return 
to show biz either in radio or tele- 
vision. 

Now visiting N. Y., she guests on 
CBS’ ‘This Is Broadway’ this week, 
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SCHWERIN TESTS OF JUVENILE SHOWS 
"REVEAL KIDS, NOT ADULTS, KNOW BEST 





The main trouble with many ju- | 
venile programs, Horace Schwerin | 
holds, is that they are written to | 


conform with what grownups think 
children will like rather than real- 
ly being written for children. 

In the Schwerin System’s test 
sessions, one common criticism 
adults make of shows they don’t 
like is that such programs are ‘too 
juvenile.” Comments like that are, 
naturally, valueless to research. In 
addition, they badly underrate the 
interests and attitudes of children. 

Actually, the Schwerin System’s 
experience reveals, children’s sen- 
timents as to the radio material 
they like don’t jibe with what most 


adults think or feel young people | 


should enjoy. 


Further, children | 


are quick to react to any depart- | 


ure from the correct presentation 
level, either on the side of aiming 
too low or of “talking down.” 


This article deals with some 
Schwerin findings on juvenile 
shows—ones meant mainly for 





children, though sometimes with a 
secondary appeal to grownups also. 
Studies on children’s reactions to 
adult programs have been made 
from time to time, but these are a 
separate subject. 

Juvenile programs are tested by 
the Schwerin System at special 
children’s sessions, usually held on 
Saturdays. The procedures are in 
general the same as for testing 
adults, except that orientation, 
forms and questions are somewhat 
simplified. 

That children’s true reactions 
can be obtained is proved by the 

( Eighth in a series dealing with 
the Schwerin System’s findings on 
each of 17 leading types of pro- 


grams and commercials in what is 


probably the most comprehensive 


effort yet made in qualitative radio 


research. ) 





Long, Zachary Berths 


Frederick A. “Ted” Long has 
been named director of radio and 
television, and George Zachary as 
associate director of the depart- | 
ment, for Geyer, Newell & Ganger. | 

Long joined the agency in 1946. | 

Zachary resigned as television 
producer and director at CBS to 
accept his new appointment. 


WTOP Technician | 
Strike Threatens 


Washington, Aug. 30. | 

Officials of WTOP, Washington | 
Post station, were in conference to- | 
day (Tues.) with representatives _ 





International Brotherhood of Elec- 


trical Workers, Local 1215, in an 
effort to avert a threatened strike | 
of technicians. The AFL union had 
served notice that it would strike 
at midnight tomorrow (Wed.) un- 
less an agreement on wages and | 
working conditions is reached. 

John Hayes, manager of the sta- 
tion, said he was hopeful that the 
strike will be avoided. ‘‘What we 
want to do,” he said, “is to break 
down the negotiations to what the 
union specifically wants. So far, 
it has all been tied up together so 
that we could reach no definite 
conclusion.” 

Thirty-two of the station’s tech- 
nicians have given notice they 
would strike unless their demands 
are met. 
Hayes said, the station would con- 
tinue operation with supervisory 
help. 








BEN LUDLOW 
MUSIC 


Call the Police—CBS 
Scattergood Baines—MBS 








If the walkout occurs, | 





| 


WHOM Preps Foreign 
Tongue Pleas for Chest 
WHOM, N. Y. foreign-language 
indie, is preparing special tran- 
scribed appeals in Spanish, Italian, 


German and Polish to aid the 
Community Chests of America 
fund-raising campaign. Kits will 


be distributed to multi-lingual out- 
lets throughout the country by the 
Community Chests Radio Commit- 


tee, headed by William M. Ramsey. | 


In the Greater New York area 
alone the message will be heard 
by 4,000,000 listeners, according to 
campaign officials. 
listed the support of its artists to 
record the various appeals. 


| 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


“Our Miss Brooks” has hit the No. 1 spot in the new Hooper Top 15 
with 11.1. “Fat Man” and {This Is Your FBI” tie for second place 
with 10.7. 

Albert Ward has joined BBD&O to direct CBS’ “Theatre of Today’ 


OTOP TP OT 








WHOM has en- | 


....Ted Martin, former WNEW and WMCA vocalist, is father of a new 
| daughter, Candace Robin... Robert Z. Morrison, Jr., ex-WFIL, Philly 
| has joined World Broadcasting’s sales department... .Trade eagerly 
| awaiting Ben Duffy’s book on media, due off the Prentice-Hall presses 
|soon....Schick Electric Shaver (as distinct from Schick-Eversharp 
|razor) coming back into radio via spots....Max Ehrlich’s “Big Eye’ 
'novel being released by Doubleday. ABC’s Jack Pacey Nantucket. 
|ing....Larry Lowenstein into Benton & Bowles flackery Carl Wat. 
ison of NBC continuity acceptance, Conn-ing two weeks in Conn.. 
Jo Dine, director of NBC press, passing out stogies; it’s a boy 

Bertram Lebhar, Jr., named general manager of WMG\, in addition 
| to his jobs as sales topper of the indie and head of MGM Radio attrac. 
tions, has had his contract extended for five years, effective tomorrow 
(Thurs.). WINS sportscaster Mel Allen is profiled in current Look 
mag....Shirley Booth, star of NBC’s “Hogan’s Daughter,” will play the 
lead in the Theatre Guild’s tryout of “Come Back, Little Sheba” at 
Westport County Playhouse during the week of Sept. 12... James Van 
Dyke added to “Lora Lawton” players. ...Earl George and Owen Jordan 
‘into cast of “Romance of Helen Trent”....John Stanley joins “David 
| Harum”... .Berel Firestone, Toni Darnay, Ralph Bell, Kenneth Lynth 
| and Edgar Stehli move into “Front Page Farrell’ roster Dick Seff 
now playing Bruce Bigby on Compton's “The Brighter Day” for Procter 
& Gamble....DuMont labs sponsoring six-hour recorded program on 
WABF, beginning Sat. (3) from 6 p.m. until midnight. Other companies 
sponsoring six-hour “package evenings” on FM station are Columbia 
Records, Emerson Radio, Dynamic Stores and Lafayette Radio ... 
G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone, NAM’s radio and teevee dir., with his fray 
ito Cape Cod and Kennebunkport, Me., for brief vacation. Returns 


Sept. 8.... Vic Damone bowing out of Pet Milk “Saturday Night Ser. 
enade”’ Bill Leonard’s ‘This Is New York,” expands to 45 minutes 


over WCBS and will be heard from 9 to 9:45 a.m., effective Mon. (5). 
Innovation of expanded format is feature series taking listeners behind 
the scenes of industries and professions in the metropolitan area. 
Addie Klein now playing Ingrid, Swedish housekeeper in ‘Wendy 
Warren and the News”....Sandy Sielcken, “Girl Friday” of WOR’s 
Barbara Welles, leaves for two weeks in Nantucket Friday (2).... 
Johnny Thompson, WJZ vocalist, to do a series for Langworth Trane 
scriptions....Tony Lane, of the WJZ Airlane Trio, now owns his own 
eatery, The Applegarth, at Hightstown, N. J.....Cyril Armbrister sub- 
bing as director on “Road of Life” for vacationing Walter Gorman 
| starting Sept. 5....Rosemary Rice featured on “FBI in Peace and 
War” Thurs. (1)....WWRL, Woodside, will expand its broadcast sched- 
ule one hour daily, pointing up the increased commercial take of fore 
eign language broadcasts. Starting Sept. 12, the indie will go on the 
air at 7 a.m. instead of the present 8 a.m. sign-on time. Station man- 


(Continued on page 40) 





ability to get the same results from 
matched samples when testing the 
same edition at several sessions— 
the same sort of reliability evi- 
dence that is part of the research 
outfit’s methodology in the case of 





The Shifting Tides of Agency Activity—1944-49 


(Continued from page 26) 
NEWELL-EMMETT 


Tenith Sights Radio TV 
Sales Boom in Fall; Net 
Up $66,476 Last Quarter 





adults. 
Boys Meet Girls? 


1944 
Dunninger (Ken-Tone) 
Fred Waring (Chesterfield) 


1949 


Bing Crosby (Chesterfield) 
Arthur Godfrey (Chesterfield) 


Chicago, Aug. 30. 
Zenith is going sharply ahead to 








Frequent mention has_ been | 
made in this series of Schwerin’s | 
principle of Direction, which has | 
to do with defining the audience | 
groups to whom a program appeals. 
Cases have been quoted to illus- | 
trate how certain elements will | 
make a show better liked by men 
than by women, or vice versa. | 

In studying juvenile shows, it | 
turns out that the elements swing- , 
ing programs in the direction of 
boys’ appeal or girls’ appeal often | 
have far more marked effects than 
on adult programs. | 

One of the most obvious influ- 
ences is having a heroine in the 
story. If too much emphasis is 
placed on her, the interest of boys 
often suffers, though that of girls 
will rise higher. | 

This doesn’t mean that the, 
heroine’s part must be erased, but 
it does mean careful study to learn | 
the amount of emphasis that can | 
be placed on this type of character. | 
This varies from show to show. 

On one major juvenile tested, it 
was found that boys’ liking could , 
be retained even though the hero- | 
ine was on scene throughout the. 
first act, but that it weakened if | 
she was around too much in the) 
second act, where the chases scenes 
and climactic action took place. | 
Under the former conditions, the | 
average liking score for boys was 
10 points higher than when the 

heroine was featured in Act II. 
Another well-known show had 
no heroine in the episodes tested, 


(Continued on page 40) 


Cantor’s 1-Man Show 


Eddie Cantor may have a 15- 
minute, once-weekly chatter show | 
on the air this year, in addition 
to serving as emcee on NBC's 
“Take It or Leave It.” Comedian, | 
now in N. Y., plans to do an inti-| 
mate one-man program, having it 
sound as though he were talking 
to listeners from his Hollywood | 
home. | 

Cantor is showing the idea this | 
week to NBC program chief, Tom | 
McCray. “Cookie” Fairchild, orch | 
leader on his radio show, and | 
Bruce Dodge, producer, accompa- | 
nied him to N. Y. 





Perry Como (Chesterfield) 

“Suspense” (Auto-Lite) 

“Tales of Fatima” (Fatima) 
RUTHRAUFF & RYAN 

1949 

“Amos ’n’ Andy” (Lever) 

Gene Autry (Wrigley) 

“The Shadow” (D.L.&W. Coal) 

“Aunt Jenny” (Lever) 


1944 
“Amos 'n’ Andy” (Lever Bros.) 
“Aunt Jenny” (Lever) 
Lionel Barrymore (Lever) 
“Big Sister” (Lever) 
Major Bowes (Chrysler) 
Bob Burns (Lever) 
“Double or Nothing” (Pharmaco) 
“Everything for the Boys” (Auto-Lite) 
“The Shadow” (D.L.&W. Coal) 
“That Brewster Boy” (Quaker Oats) 
“Vox Pop” (Emerson Drug) 
J. WALTER THOMPSON 
1949 
“Lux Radio Theatre” (Lever) 
“Breakfast Club” (Swift) 
“Marriage for Two” (Kraft) 
“My True Story” (Libby) 
Johns-Manville News (J-M; 5 Mins.) 


1944 
‘America in the Air” (Wrigley) 
Edgar Bergen (Standard Brands) 
Breakfast Club” (Swift) 
“Broadway Matinee” (Owen-Illinois) , 
“Broadway :Showtime” (Ballantine) 
Bob Crosby (Old Gold) 
“Greenfield Village Choir’ (Ford) 
Allan Jones-Frankie Carle (Old Gold) 
Bing Crosby (Kraft) 
*‘Lux Radio Theatre” (Lever Bros.) 
“Mary Marlin” (Standard Brands) 
Frank Sinatra (Lever Bros.) 
‘Watch the World Go By” (Ford) 
“Nero Wolf” (Elgin) 
Johns-Manville News (J-M; 5 Mins.) 
WARWICK & LEGLER 
1949 
“Life of Riley” (Pabst) 
“This Is Your FBL” (Equitable Life) 


1944 
“Gangbusters” (Sloan’s) 
Guy Lombardo (Larus Bros.) 
Groucho Marx (Pabst) 
“World of Song” (Sherwin-Williams) 
YOUNG & RUBICAM 
1949 
“Talent Scouts” (Lipton) 
“We, the People” (Gulf) 
“Aldrich Family” (Gen. Foods) 
“The Goldbergs” (Gen. Foods) 
“My Favorite Husband” (Gen. Foods) 
“Gangbusters” (Gen. Foods) 
“Second Mrs. Burton” (Gen. Foods) 
“Skippy Hollywood Theatre” (Skippy Peanut 
Butter) (Transcribed) 
“Protessor Quiz” (Gen. Foods) 


1944 
“Aldrich Family” (Gen. Foods) 
Jack Benny (Gen. Foods) 
“Bright Horizon” (Lever Bros.) 
Burns & Allen (Lever Bros.) 
Eddie Cantor (Bristol-Myers) 
‘“Duffy’s Tavern” (Bristol-Myers) 
“Great Moments in Music” (Celanese) 
“Joyce Jordan” (Gen. Foods) 
“March of Time” (Time Mag.) 
“My Best Girls” (Energine) 
“Mystery Theatre” (Molle) 
“Sherlock Holmes” (Petri Wine) 
Dinah Shore (Gen. Foods) 
“Silver Theatre” (International Silver) 
*Kate Smith Hour” (Gen. Foods) 
“Kate Smith Speaks” (Gen. Foods) 
“Star and the Story” (Goodyear) a 
“Those We Love” (Gen. Foods) 
“We Love and Learn” (Gen. Foods) 
“We, the People” (Gulf Oil) 


supply what Commander Eugene 
| F. McDonald, Jr., its prez, thinks 


will be a great fall rally for radio 
jand TV set manufacturers. Mc- 
| Donald discounts the current sales 
‘slump in seis as ‘usual summer 
|doldrums,” to the poin: ct recalling 
'many of his employees who had 
‘been given earlier layoffs resulting 
trom the lag. 
| Zenith has been back-ordered on 
its FM receivers and portables for 
90 days, according to McDonald, 
‘and the demand for his newly in- 
troduced “glare ban’ black tube 
for TV sets is expected to provide 
a “sharp pickup which should carry 
_through until the end of the year.” 
| Zenith net income for the three 
months ended July 31 was $170,945, 
compared with $104,469 a year ago. 
The increase occurred despite a 
(10% drop in factory shipments in 
1949. 








Agencies 
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roar lineup of General Foods 
and Procter & Gamble accounts. 

The new standings show Kenyon& 
| Eckhardt down to a single network 
entry —Borden’s “County Fair, 
‘with its lucrative Ford - Lincoln- 
Mercury business completely by 
| passing radio for the first time Im 
' years. 
It shows Newell-Emmett edging 
| into program prominence with the 
bigtime Chesterfield parlay of Af- 
thur Godfrey, Bing Crosby and 
Perry Como. It shows Ted Bates 
| and Compton, now as then. riding 
along with their respective Colgate 
‘and P&G multiple stanzas; with 
Philip Morris dominating Biow ac- 
tivity and William Esty practically 
‘settling for a four-way Came 
spread. 


WFIN Sale at 135G 
Findlay, O., Aug. 30. 


FCC this week (25) authorized 
Helen: F. Hover to assign the li- 





censes of WFIN and WFIN-FM 

here to the Findlay Publishing © 
Sale 

$135,000. 


price authorized wa 
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WEBS PUTTIN 


~ The CBS Vs. NBC Summer Story 


Aug. 15-21 


CBS 
program Rating 
Leave It to Joan ..... 9.2 
Escape .-- eresecoes eee 9.0 
Life With Luigi ........ 9.0 
Philip Marlowe ........ 6.9 
Young Love cor here eh be 6.9 
Broadway Is My Beat... 6.0 
Sing It Again ..... venn ee 
pays To Be Ignorant 4.9 
Breakfast With Burrows. 4.7 
Spin To eae ere 4.2 
This Is Broadway ...... 3.8 
Green Lama ......eees 3.4 
Johnny Dollar ..... wae 2.8 
cBS AVERAGE 5.9 





Hooperatings 


NBC 
Program Rating 

Dragnet pasha der eiaoe Ge 6.2 
Richard Diamond ........ 6.1 
Dangerous Assignment .... 5.9 
tadio City Playhouse ..... 4.5 
Martin-Lewis Show - 44 
Jane Pickens aor 4.2 
James & Pamela Mason 3.8 
Fight By Request ........ a 
My Good Wife ........ce0-5 3.6 
Silent Partner eer ae 
Chicken Every Sunday ... 3.1 
One Man’s Family .....c«. 28 
Four-Star Playhouse ..... 2.8 
Hollywood Calling ........ 2.6 
Tree Grows In Bklyn..... s seu 
NBC AVERAGE 3.9 











New St. Louis Selling Plan Via Panels 


On Varied Programs Seen Paying Off 


St. Louis, Aug. 30. 
Execs at KMOX, local CBS out- 
let. have cooked up a new method 
of merchandising through the co- 
op of dialers and a panel of men 
and women, and the result of the 


policy may have a far reaching 
effect in the radio advertising 
field. 


Over a period of seven weeks 
the station unveiled 10 programs 
of different format and _ invited 
dialers to write their comments, 
likes, dislikes, ete. The panel, 
60° of which were women, were 
furnished a form on which they 
were requested to record their re- 
actions. 

At the conclusion of the series 
more than 5,000 letters were re- 
ceived from the dialers in addition 
to the reports from the panel. The 
first program, each aired Sunday 
nights, is tagged “In the Spot- 
light,” and is a new feature section 
with a human interest story added 
This drew an 80% favorable from 
the dialers and a 17 to five okay 
from the panel. 

The second program, ‘Shopping 
With Music,” a _ grocery store 
quizzer with gift awards, drew a 
55° favorable vote from the dial- 
ers and a 12 to 10 favorable mar- 
gin from the panel. “Family Al- 
bum.” featuring oldtime phono- 
graph records made by Little Jack 
Little, Sophie Tucker, etc., copped 
a 95° ok»: from the dialers and 
the panel .oted 34 to 18 for it. 

The format of “Strictly Per- 
sonal” was a 15-minute program 
featuring Jean Shirley, songbird, 
Wed Howard, m. c., and the Jack 
Connor Trio, and is designed for 
light dialog between boy and gal 
with pop musie and ditties. Pro- 
gram copped a 75% okay from 
dialers and 42 to 10 approval from 
the panel. 

“Hill Country Ballad,” a 30- 
Minute dramatic show utilizing the 
folklore of the upper Mississippi 


(Continf€@d on page 56) 


Park Dickering With 3 
Sponsors as J&J Bows 
Out of ‘It’s Your Life’ 


Chicago, Aug. 30. 

Johnson & Johnson bows out 
Oct 9 as sponsor of “It’s Your 
Life,” Ben Park’s prize-winning. 
30-minute health show aired over 

MAQ, but Park is already dick- 
ering with three potential groups 
of bankrollers to carry the series. 

J is switching its ad emphasis 
to black and white, after carrying 
Life” for 52 weeks. 

Park is offering the series on a 
alf-hour once weekly basis, with 
an alternate proposal of 15 min- 
ules, five weékly, the setup he 
a for the show in February and 
larch. Groups being contacted 
a are life insurance, pharmaceu- 
on and soap companies, all of 
which have a personal stake in 
Community health. 

“a's revealed his coming shows 
wilt deal with such subjects as 
Cancer, leprosy, unwed mothers, 
Polio, mental hospitals, juvenile 


rorrection, community health cen- 
ers, etc, 











> 


‘Baedeker of the Air’ 
As Travel Agency Bait 


Ted Hudes Radio Productions is 
readving a series of four travel 
shows titled “The Baedeker of the 


Air’ for gratis distribution to sta- | 


tions early next spring. Hudes is 
packaging the series on speculation 
with the aim of selling shipping 
and air lines, travel agencies, and 
traveller check companies on foot- 
ing the production bill. 

Shows will consist of recordings 
made in the major European coun- 
tries and will suggest itineraries 
for the most economical way of 
spending a vacation abroad. Airers 
will be open-ended for local spon- 
sorship 


ABC the Winnah 
In $1,400,000 





Mutual Setback 


Mutual has suffered a severe 
commercial setback and ABC 
pulled off its biggest single sale of 
the vear, totaling about $1,400,000, 
as Philip Morris this week decided 
to shift its daytime billings 
from MBS to ABC. Reason for the 
move, which will be made around 
Oct. 24. is said to be the ciggie 
outfit’s dissatisfaction with the 
ratings racked up by its two shows, 
“Queen for a Day” and “Against 
the Storm.” Decision to shift to 
ABC is reportedly no reflection on 
the programs but is due to the fact 


that MBS, with a _ considerable 
amount of unsold time, couldn't 
surround “Queen” and “Storm 


with highpowered stanzas. 


On ABC Philip Morris will pick 


up the tab for “Ladies Be Seated,” 
which is aired from 3:30-3:55 p.m., 
and Walter Kiernan’s “One Man’s 
Opinion,” from 12:25 to 12:30 p.m., 
both cross-the-board. “Ladies,” 
which had previously originated 
from Chi with Tom Moore as em- 
cee, returned to the web as a New 
York origination with Johnny Ol- 


sen. the show’s original emcee, 
again handling the chore. Format 


has been given an overhauling to 
include music, humor, audience 
participation and prizes to studio 
contestants. Show will spend about 
of its time traveling around 


(Continued on page 56) 


Nielsen, Jr., Upped 


Chicago, Aug. 30. 

Arthur C. Nielsen, Jr., has been 
upped to assistant to the prez at 
A.C. Nielsen Co., where he’ll work 
with A. C. Nielsen, Sr., on special 
projects. In addition, he will serve 
as director of the British subsidi- 
ary and the newly-inaugurated 
Australian service. 

Nielsen, Jr., has been with the 


25% 





research testing company for eight | 


years. 


Wa 
ACoA FORMULA 


If there's anything at all that 
distinguishes the upcoming broad- 
Casting season, it is the undistin- 
guished role radio is currently 
playing In an attempt to project 
fresh personalities and ideas into 
the creative programming picture. 

A glance at the Sunday-through- 
Saturday rosters on the major net- 
works reveals how firmly the year- 














to-year “reprise technique” has 
taken hold, despite the fact that 
the emergence of video into the 
bigtime hangs as a sword over 


commercial radio ig general. 
Come October, and CBS board 
chairman William S. Paley’s 
| “dream pattern” of major league 
programming will be fully realized. 
‘his comprises the Sunday night 
Amos ‘nh’ Andy-Jack Benny-Edgar 
Bergen-Red Skelton back-to-back 
parlay, and the Wednesday night 
Groucho Marx-Bing Crosby-Burns 
& Allen sequencing. 
| Major interest centers on the 
Paley strategy —involving, as _ it 
| does, a switchover of all the old 
established NBC favorites — with 
NBC in turn relying on such 
“standards” as “Theatre Guild of 
ithe Air,’ “Sam Spade” and Phil 
Harris-Alice Faye, plus an excur- 


Calling,” 
bia competition. 
This in itself, the trade concedes, 


is a revealing commentary, for 
aside from the NBC-CBS maneu- 


vering for “top dog” position, the 
“old hat” overtones attending the 
programming stand out above all 
else. 

What few innovations are on the 
horizon stem from the NBC camp, 
rather than CBS. The projected 
| three -in-one comedy parlay de- 
} Signed to bracket Ethel Merman, 
| Henry Morgan and Dean Martin- 
| Jerry Lewis into an hour segment; 
the bid to showcase Mary Martin 
|and Ezio Pinza as a radio team: 
| the Monday night experimentation 


| with “mood” programming (se- 
| quencing “Railroad Hour,” Fire- 
| stone. Bell “Telephone Hour” 


/and ‘Bands of America’’) suggests 
an attempt at departure from the 
tried-and-true formula. 

On top of that, NBC throughout 
| the summer initiated an impres- 
sive sustaining drive with a varie- 
gated roster (Merman, “Chicken 
Every Summer,” “Dragnet,” “‘Four- 
Star Playhouse,” “Eight by Re- 
quest,”’ “Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” 
James and Pamela Mason Show, 
etc.) which revealed a bid for pro- 
gram recognition, despite the fact 
that many didn’t pay off rating- 
wise. 


Hey, Bub, Scram, 
The War's Over 


Washington, Aug. 30. 


An Alaska broadcasting station 
has asked the FCC to make another 
Territory station get off the clear 
channel of WNBC, New York. 
Oddly enough, the basis for the re- 
quest had nothing to do with inter- 
ference, but was on the ground that 
continued use of the channel, 
granted as a wartime emergency, 
provides an unfair competitive ad- 
vantage. 

Alaska Broadcasting Co., which 
operates KFRB in Fairbanks, a one 
kilowatter on 1290 ke, told the 
Commission that KFAR in Fair- 
banks is no longer entitled to spe- 
cial authorization to use 660 ke 
(with 10 kw power) now that the 
war is over and that the Army will 
soon begin servicing troops from 
its own outlets. KFAR has con- 
tinually based requests for exten- 
sions on the premise it serves the 
military by broadcasting AFRS 
programs, said KFRB. KFAR is 
regularly licensed to transmit on 
610 ke with 5 kw power. 

KFRB also pointed out that the 
radio situation in Alaska has 
changed a great deal since the war 
and that the need for clear chan- 
ne] service in the Fairbanks area 

(Continued on page 38) 





sion into giveaways via “Hollywood | 
to meet the stiff Colum- 
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AGKING Video Sparks Help Enliven Dull 


— AFRA Convention; Rename Collyer 


—_——_____ . 





WBAL Expansion 


Aug. 30 

WBAL is launching an extensive 
expansion program, with the ap- 
pointment of John T. Wilner as en- 
gineering director, effective Oct. 1. 
Wilner, engineer in charge of CBS- 
TV transmitter development and a 
pioneer in color and_ ultra-high 
frequency TV equipment, wil] 
work on AM and black-and-white 
video for WBAL. 

The NBC affiliate simultaneously 
announced the promotion of Wil- 


Baltimore, 


liam C. Bareham to post of chief 
engineer Plans are now in the 
works to increase WBAL-TY's 


studio space by 100°o. 


Murphy Yanked, 
Vic Knight Quits 
~— ‘Hwood Calling 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
fired 


by Gruen Watch and Gray agency 


George Murphy has been 


as emcee of NBC's $20,000 give- 
away show, “Hollywood Calling” 


and producer Vic Knight has quit 
layout rather than go along with 
orders to place heavy emphasis on 
contest angles and underplay pre- 
pared comedy. 

Murphy had a 52-week contract, 
optional on quarterly pickups, at 
$1,250 weekly. 
with Murphy being paid five weeks 


This was settled, 
remaining in first option period. 

Al Hollander, veepee of Lou 
Cowan, Inec., which packaged the 
show, is temporarily replacing 
Knight. He has auditioned Ben 
Alexander, Jack McCoy and Hy 
Averback for the emcee shot. 

Murphy was fired after NBC 
surveyed eastern radio eds and sta- 
tion owners and after Ben Katz, 
Gruen Prexy, had canvassed deal- 
ers. Original format, with em- 
phasis on giveaway aspect, was 
used by NBC as counter attraction 
to defeating Jack Benny. Knight 
played up comedy. Gruen is un- 
derstood to have ordered return to 
audition format, which it bought 
for second half. 

Murphy, when notified shortly 
| before broadcast time that he was 
being dropped, balked at first on 


doing his windup show, but was 
finally persuaded to go on. He 
bowed off with the terse air an- 
nouncement: “This is my last 


broadcast.” 


Runnion, KXLW Founder, 
Out as Directing Head 


St. Louis, Aug. 30. 

Guy Runnion, who founded 
KXLW, only radio station in ad- 
jacent St. Louis County, in 1946, 
after serving at KMOX, last week 
bowed out as prez and general 
manager after he and his wife dis- 
posed of their majority interest in 
the station to Lee J. Sloan, Silas 
E. Sloan and T. Virgil Sloan, broth- 
ers who also are engaged in the 
moving biz. The sale recently was 
approved by FCC. 

The station went on the air Jan. 
1, 1947, and last January and Feb- 
ruary Runnion was embroiled in 
a long row with AFL Broadcast- 
ing Engineers over wages and with 
the trustees of the Village of Oli- 
vette over the location of the trans- 
mitter, the erection of which vio- 
lated the village zoning ordinances. 

After the wage dispute was set- 
tled, Runnion cleared up the zon- 
ing row by building a new trans- 
mitter in another part of the coun- 
ty. During both turmoils several 
arrests were made and litigation 
was filed, but slate was finally 
| cleared. 





San Francisco. Aug. 30. 

Television was the big question 
that provided a few sparks at an 
otherwise smooth-flowing, routine 
national convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists 
meeting at the Palace hotel here 
from Friday to Monday 

The parley unanimously ap- 
proved participation in the Televi- 
sion Authority to be set up by 
unions in the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America Move is 
interpreted as throwing down the 
gauntlet to the Screen Actors 
Guild, which has turned down the 
proposal to establish the new TA 
with jurisdiction over both live and 
film video, on both coasts. 

George Heller, AFRA executive 
secretary who is generally expected 


to resign his AFRA post and be 
named TA topper when the plan 
is put into effect, said that the 


radio union would ask the backing 
of the 4A’s at the latter’s executive 
board meeting Sept. 15. According 
to Heller, if the board gives final 
approval to the TA plan, AFRA and 
the other 4A’'s unions involved 
would immediately launch a cam- 
paign for collective bargaining in 
the tele industry. 

“T know that some workable solu- 
tion will be found which will en- 
able us to proceed effectively and 
immediately to organize this new 
and most important entertainment 
medium.” Heller declared. 

The AFRA resolution declared 
that video performers must be pro- 
tected, that collective bargaining 
can be delaved no longer and that 
“every effort should be made to 
reach agreement with the screen 
guilds” to give performers a single 
bargaining agent and prevent pos- 
sible jurisdictional strife The 
statement noted that although the 
disagreements between AFRA and 
the screen guilds “do not portend 
an early solution” of the issues, the 
delegates back the ftundamental 
principles of the TA agreement 
and request “continued efforts” to 
reach an agreement with the screen 
guilds. It added that it did not 
believe the SAG position would 
“preclude SAG's reconsideration of 
its refusal to join with the other 


branches in participaiing in the 
Television Authority.” 
Many speakers expressed the 


view that TV is a new medium in 

which performers should be given 

“the same opportunity for demo- 
(Continued on page 41) 


Quaker Oats ‘Man on Farm’ 


Goes Full Hour on MBS 


Chicago, Aug. 30. 

Quaker Oats, pretty pleased 
about its 30-minute “Man on the 
Farm” show aired from Chi over 
400 Mutual outlets, has extended 
the program to a full hour, starting 
Oct. 8. The Feature Production 
package aired over the full MBS 
net Aug. 27, after 11 years of QO 
spotting “Man” into 50 regional 
markets. 

Additional 30 minutes reportedly 
will plug Mother's Oats for Quak- 
ers—it’ll balance the first half now 
pushing Full-O-Pep feed. Present 
format will expand on the same 
basis, with emcee Chuck Acre, 
comic Reggie Cross, organist Por- 
ter Heaps, and newly-added warb- 
ler Peggy O’Neil maintaining the 
breezy audience participation with 
a rural twist. Sherman & Mar- 
quette agency routed. 





Atomic Plant Town May 
Get Ist Radio Station 


Seattle, Aug. 30. 

Cascade Broadcasting Co., op- 
erator of KIMA in Yakima, Wash., 
has been awarded a lease to con- 
struct and operate a 1,000 watt ra- 
dio station in Richland, site of 
atomic production plant. 

The lease, granted by General 
Electric, is contingent upon the 
ability of the company to obtain 
an FCC license. If it goes through, 
it will be first radio station in 
Richland, which has been a boom 
town since atomic plants were 


‘opened there. 
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Protests Swarm in On FCC Re Plan 


To Switch Towns From UHF to VHF 


y% 


| 





Washington, Aug. 30. 


Strong opposition to establish 
ing UHF stations in cities with 
n 


stations operating in the prese t) 
was 


very high frequency band 
registered last week in comments 
filed with the FCC to its proposed 
television allocations. Several of 
the briefs also challenged the legal- 
ity of the allocation table and con- 
tended it should be used only as a 
guide. 

Approximately 120 companies and 
organizations filed briefs Friday 
(26). the deadline for submitting 
comments. More were arriving as 
the Commission offices closed. The 
batch of documents, most of which 
included notices of appearances, 
indicated that there will be a heavy 
attendance at the FCC hearings 
beginning Sept. 26. 

Several companies suggested 
plans to eliminate the necessity for 


intermixing of VHF and UHF sta- 
by 
entire 
UHF band, increasing the number 
The 
DuMont plan would retain the pres- 
ent VHF assignments and, in some 
cases, would make possible more 
was 
Television 


suggested 
the 


A proposal 
would utilize 


tions. 
DuMont 
of channels from 42 to 69. 


Intermixing 
the 


VHF $s stations. 
also opposed by 
Broadcasters Assn. 


A plan suggested by CBS would 
San Francisco 
2ach one more VHF station than is 
In 15 metropoli- 
TV 
authorizations but which would get 
the 
seven 
would have UHF stations only un- 
These would be 
Wheeling, 
Beaumont-Port Arthur, Tex., Ham- 
ilton-Middletown, O., Roanoke, Va., 
Manchester, 


give Boston and 


provided by FCC. 


tan areas which have no 


and UHF under 


allocations, 


both VHF 
Commission 


der the CBS plan. 
Sacramento, Fresno, 


Springfield, IH., and 
N. H. 


Wide Disinclination 


Petitions from dozens of stations 
indicated wide disinclination to ap- 


plying for UHF channels. Many 
broadcasters suggested ways in 
which VHF could be allocated in 
their cities in place of UHF. They 
said they could bring television to 
their communities much sooner 
with VHF than with UHF, which 


would require waiting for equip- 


ment to be made available. 


A surprising number of broad- 
VHF 
television stations in small towns 
and were willing to proceed as 


casters offered to establish 


soon as they could get permits. 


DuMont’s plan would provide 48 
for metropolitan 
12 UHF for community 
stations, and nine for educational. 
With the 12 channels now allocated 
the proposal 
would call for the use of 81 chan- 


UHF 
stations, 


channels 


in the VHF band, 


(Continued on page 39) 


SUN OIL TO TELEVISE 





15 NAT’L LEAGUE GAMES 


Sun Oil Co. has completed ar- 
rangements with ABC-TV to tele- 
vise 15 professional football games 
Formula 
worked out to 
avoid cutting into gate receipts of 


of the National League. 
which has been 


‘Platform,’ AM Sustainer, 
Gets Sponsor on Video 


“People’s Piatform,” CBS forum 
program which has been aired sus- 
taining as a radio show for the 
last 11 years, has picked up a 
sponsor for television after only 
a year on TV. Weekly half-hour 
show was bought this week by 
Household Finance Corp, which 
takes over at the end of Septem- 
Now aired Thursday nights, 


er. 
the program moves at that time 
into the Friday night at 10 slot, 


immediately following ‘Ford Tele- 
vision Theatre.” 

CBS has maintained the sustain- 
er status of “Platform” on AM to 
keep the show’s public service rat- 
ing, but decided recently to open 


the TV version to sponsorship. 
Dwight Cooke is moderator on 
both shows, but the two feature 


different subjects and guest panel- 
ists each week. Household Finance 
bankrolled the 15-minute ‘“Back- 
stage with Barry (Wood)” on 
CBS-TV last season, but dropped 
it at the beginning of the sum- 
mer. 


WVNJ, Newark, In 
4 UHF Bands Plea 


Washington, Aug. 30. 

While most television applicants 
were telling FCC last week how 
it would be possible to provide 
their cities with VHF instead of 
UHF stations, Newark Broadcast- 
ing Corp. (WVNJ) of Newark, of- 
fered a plan to make available 
four UHF channels in the New 
Jersey city. Under the new pro- 
posed video allocations no channels 
in the lower or upper band would 
be given Newark and all VHF al- 
locations in the New York-Newark 
area have been assigned. 

WVNJ told the Commission it 





recognized that the only possible | 


way in which additional television 
_service could be furnished to New- 
'ark would be through UHF. It 
therefore proposed that four chan- 
nels in the UHF band which are 
allocated to cities less than 200 
miles away he also used in Newark, 
‘although FCC proposed require- 
ments call for a 200 mile separa- 
tion of stations on the same chan- 
nel. Since the other cities using 
the channels are at least 150 miles 
/away, WVNJ suggests, the use of 
_ offset carrier would provide a bet- 
ter interference protection to the 
other stations than the distance 
| separation itself. 

At least two of the channels 
could be used in Newark, under 
FCC requirements, the station as- 
serts. 

Serving notice that it intends to 
appear at the September video 
hearings, WVNJ points out that 
New Jersey, the ninth state in 
population, is allowed only one 
VHF channel, already assigned to 
a Newark applicant, under the 


the grid matches, calls for airing proposed allocations, and that no 


the contests in 12 non-league cities 
and in other league cities which 
don’t have games when the broad- | 


casts are scheduled. 


Red Grange, onetime “Galloping 


UHF stations are provided for’ 


Newark, Paterson or Camden. 
Under the proposed allocations, 

| Atlantic City and Trenton are each 
assigned three UHF channels and 


Ghost,” will handle the play-by- Asbury Park, New Brunswick and 


play descriptions, with Joe Hasel 
First broad- 
cast will be Sunday, Sept. 25, when 
the New York Giants play Pitts- 
latter’s field. On 
Sept. 26 the night game between | 
Chi, | 


| Allocations Get OK 


handling the color. 


burgh at the 
Washington and Chicago, in 
will be aired. 


Carl Stanton to NBC 


Carl M. Stanton, former head 
of nighttime radio and television 
with the Dancer, Fitzgerald & 
Sample agency, will supervise the 
new Saturday night block program- 
ming lineup as his first job in his 
new NBC-TV post. Stanton joined 
the NBC-TV staff Monday (29), and 
will concentrate on development 
of new talent. 

Before joining DF&S, Stanton 
headed up radio for Foote, Cone 
& Belding, handling the American 
Tobacco account at that agency. 
Earlier, he worked with the Hol- 
lywood office of the old Lord & 





Thomas agency, FC&B’s predeces- | 


sor, 


Vineland each one UHF. 


Wholesale Shifting In 
Channels Due If New 





Washington, Aug. 30. 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission engineers will have to shift 
plenty of channels around if the 
proposals of various applicants and 
permittees in connection with the 
new television allocation plan are 


accepted. Among the hundred or 
so suggestions made last week. 
WBTV, of Charlotte, N. C., which 


uses channel 3 to cover a vast area 
with its rural video station, request- 
ed that a permittee in Greensboro 
be given channel 8 instead of chan- 
nel 2. Such a shift would protect 
WBTV and also benefit the Greens- 
boro permittee (WFMY-TV), FCC 
was told. 

WBTV said it purchased a moun- 


(Continued on page 38) 


velopment of color reception came 
after RCA announced that it had 


‘day sets. 


Kempner’s 1096 TV Bid 


Galveston, Aug. 30. 

R. Lee Kempner has filed appli- 
cation with the FCC for a tele- 
vision outlet to be built here at a 
cost of $109,000. It would operate 
on channel number 9 with 2.64 kw 
visual and 1.32 kw aural. 

Estimated cost of operation the | 
first year and the estimated income | 
the first year is set at $70,000. 
Kempner is a local banker. 








Gleason's ‘Riley 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
Producer Irving Brecher and 


Pabst Beer have decided to put the 
television version of “Life of Ri- | 
ley” directly on film, thus making | 
it the first regularly-scheduled ra- | 
dio show to be filmed for TV. Jackie | 
Gleason, stage and nitery comic, | 

| 


role of the video show, which will 
be launched @ct. 4 on both the | 
NBC-TV interconnected web and 
Coast stations. | 

Gleason was the personal choice 
of Brecher for the role, after Lon | 
had played the part | 
in a test film. Only other cast- 
ings set are Rosemary De Camp 
as Mrs. Riley and Lanny Rees as 
“Junior.” Brecher is still search- 
ing for a 16-year-old girl to play 
Babs, the daughter, and Gillis, the 
mugg friend of Riley’s. Unless | 
NBC can work out some tempo-| 


Chaney, Jr., 





rary arrangement with the Ameri- | 


can Federation of Musicians, | 
Brecher will use recorded music | 
to score the film. 


2 BANKROLLERS SEEN 
FOR ‘BROADWAY REVUE’ | 





“Broadway Revue,” sponsored | 
for a full hour via NBC-TV last | 
year by Admiral, may have two 
bankrollers this season. Admiral | 


retains an option on the full 8 to 9 | Galivan-Beau Jack scrap Sept. 30, | 


Friday night time period but would | 
like to give up a half-hour to| 
another advertiser. Admiral has | 
not trimmed its TV budget but is | 
now also sponsoring a half-hour of | 
“Stop the Music” on ABC-TV. 
NBC, which packages ‘Revue” 
along with the William Morris | 
office and Max Liebman, who pro- | 
duced and directed last year, is | 
now pitching the other half-hour | 
to several top ad agencies and | 
clients. Show last year was headed | 





| of the bouts and CBS-TV to handle 


'four, but must clear five disputed 


Chi Indie Producers Claim Brushof 
Cant Get Auditions 


From Agencies; 





Ace British Lensman In 


N. Y. for TV Huddles 


Derick Williams, ace British 
cameraman, is in N. Y. huddling 
with Hubbell Television officials 


'on production setup for new TV 


| mystery film series, ‘Man Who 
Walks by Night.” Williams, who 
did lensing on “In Which We 
Serve.” “Idiot's Delight” and 


'“Yank At Oxford.” is chief techni- 


cal advisor and a director of Vizio, 
Ltd.. of London, producers of TV 
films for Hubbell. 
First issues of 
series produced 
television, ‘““Walks By 
“Case Book of Scotland 


two mystery 
especially for 
Night” and 


for prexy Richard Hubbell to in- 
spect. 


Gillette Bouts In 
Chi Hit TV Snag 


Chicago, Aug. 30. 
Squabble between International 


| Boxing Club and two ex-Chi Stadi- 


um fight promoters has temporari- 
ly snafued plans to televise 10 ma- 
jor scraps out of Chi starting Sept. 
30, and running until April 14. IBC 


kingpin Arthur Wirtz has already | 


arranged with NBC-TV to carry six 


dates with the Illinois Athletic 


'Commission before he gives the 


green light to the tele contracts. 
Likewise pending is the position 

of Gillette Razors as sponsor of all 

10 fights, starting with the Kid 


and embracing nine other major 
fights. Illinois boxing mogul Joe 


Triner is settling the disputed | 


dates this week between Wirtz and 
promoters Irving Schoenwald and 
Jack Begun. 

Dates set with NBC-TV, all Fri- 
day nights, are Sept. 30, Oct. 14, 
Nov. 4 and 18, Jan. 20 and April 14. 
CBS-TV dates, all Wednesday 
nights, are Dec. 7, Feb 8, Feb. 22 
and March 22. NBC time will be 


Yard,” | 
last week was signed for the title’) were brought to N. Y. by Williams | 


+ Chieago, Aug. 30, 
Indie TV producers here are 
griping about the brushoff they're 
getting from agencies. even when 
they come up with new. 


, low-cost 
packages with “sponsor impact.” 
They're complaining the aq hone 
have gotten so glamorized they 
have overlooked the strong pro 
gram value of local showcasing. _ 

One packager has offered a dozen 


new ideas, in the $100-$5 
ready to screen on a week's notice 
but claims he doesn’t even get 
courtesy auditions until he gets on 
| his knees before the tele directors 
Furthermore, he charges it isn't 
just lack of sponsor money that 
causes the aloofness, but excessive 
timidity on the agency's part. 
Another indie operator, with two 
commercial shows running. blames 
the freeze on agency toppers who 
“put radio directors in the TV seat 
without first inserting a thistle.” 
He claims his salesmen don't even 
get past the receptionists without 
a fight even while the agency br 
are out making speeches 
“the miracle of television.” 
TV stations don’t give much help 
either, according to one indie, He 
| charges that because the program 
departments are so interested in 


00 range, 


ass 
about 





| 
| 
| 


building up their staffs and im- 
portance that new programs 


brought in from outside won't get 
attention until the station produc. 
ers can put their own stamp on it, 

Net result of the dissension is 
that small indies, already strapped 
for coin and operating mainly on 
fresh ideas and optimism, are 
carrying salesmen as well as pro- 
duction staffs. They argue that if 
the agencies would give them a 
break, they could then offer their 
packages even cheaper. and thus 
speed tele progress in the Chi area. 


KRAMER INTO VIDEO 
WITH LARDNER TALES 


Hollywood. Aug. 30. 
| Stanley Kramer has inked a deal 
| with Don Lee television to produce 
a series of teevee pictures for 
KTSL based on Ring Lardner 
Deal was set by network 


| 





| stories. 


by Sid Caesar, Mary McCarty, Imo- | 9 p.m., Chi time, and it’s assumed | yjdeo veepee Charles Glett. Latter 


gene Coca and Marke and Gower 


the CBS times will coincide. Gil- 


arranged financing of three 


Champion, but whether all will be | lette already holds the NBC Fri. | Kramer films for theatres through 


back this year has not been deter- 
mined. Program carries a_ talent 


time periods for its New York 
bouts, but it’s believed the spon- 


Bruce Church as his last job bes 
fore leaving post as managing di- 


| . . * ; 
and production budget of $18,000- | Sor will be just as happy to switch | rector of Motion Picture Center 


$20,000. | 








Don Lee Goes in For 
Tele Color Research 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. | 
Harry Lubcke, director of tele-' 
vision research for Don Lee, will | 
concentrate all his efforts on the 
developing of color for the web. | 
Move was decided upon by Willet | 
Brown, Don Lee prexy, last week 
following RCA’s color announce- 
ment. 
Brown’s decision to have Lubcke 
expend all his energies in the de- 





developed a new color television 
system which requires no changes 
in present transmission standards | 


and needs only a simple color| 


adapter to be receivable on present | 
( FCC’s sudden interest 
in color video also acted as & hypo | 
on Don Lee execs. 

Lubcke put the Don Lee station, 
KTSL, on the air in 1931. He has) 
been with the organization for 
almost 20 years. Lubcke helped 
develop the electric scanning tube 
with Phiio T. Farnsworth. Don 
Lee revealed last week that it has 
had an experimental research | 
transmitter since 1946. 


‘Touchdown’ at KTSL 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
“Touchdown,” a 30-minute, once | 
weekly show featuring film high- | 
lights of top eastern football games 
played last year, has been leased 
by KTSL’s sales topper Bob Hoag. 
Station will peddle the 13-week 
series to a local sponsor for $516.47 | 
per epsiode, including time. 
Series is slated to kick off Sept. | 
23, preceding the station’s telens- | 
ing of boxing bouts, : 





to Chi originations, as long as the 
calibre of the bouts has some tele- 
viewer appeal. 

Another wrinkle not yet ironed 
out is whether Chi will be blacked 
out on the bouts. Wirtz is report- 
ed dickering to accomplish this, 
for fear of the TV effect on his 
Stadium gates, but whether Gil- 
lette will go along is doubtful. 


Venuta-Skolsky Combo, 
Bert Gordon Package 
For ‘Premiere Theatre’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
William Morris has packaged 





/two more shows for telensing on 


KNBH as part of the “Premiere 
Theatre” series. Agency and 
KNBH have a 13-week working 
agreement for the presentation of 
Morris packages. This will be ex- 
tended indefinitely if it proves 
favorable to selling agency pack- 
ages. 


Latest shows to be packaged are | 


“The Private Ear’ and a Benay 
Venuta-Sidney Skolsky combo. 
“Ear” will star Bert Gordon. the 


“Mad Russian,” and be scripted by 
Will Gould. Show is a comedy- 


detective layout. The Venuta-Skol- | 


sky package is being written by 
Mannie Manheim. Program will 
be of gab singfest type. Shows 
will be telensed once on 


ing in accordance with the agree- 
ment, 





Berle Pacts Legiter 
Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
Milton Berle has signed Audrey 
Meadows for his fall Texaco tele 
show, 
She's currently with the “High 
Button Shoes” cust here, 





( KNBH | 
and kinescoped for agency view- 


|Studio to take over the tele post 
last July. 

Move points up Glett’s push for 
| picture talent and methods for the 
\KTSL outlet. Tele topper re 
portedly is also looking for a film 
/man to take over post of program 
| director at KTSL vacated recently 
| by Carlton Winckler who moves to 
KECA-TV. He is using first threé 
months of his time at Don Lee, 
which will be up Sept. 7, to set up 
a “television workshop” similar to 
| CBS’ “radio workshop” of wal- 
| time. 
| Kramer, whose “The Men” will 
teeoff trio of Church-financed pic 
‘tures on Oct. 10, will use the Lard: 
ner properties he acquired when 
setting up his first indie picture, 
| “So This Is New York.” It's figured 
the “earthy-talking” Uardner char 
acters are suitable tele fodder. 
Plans are for the film producer to 
experiment with live shows before 
| he puts anything on film. 


——$$—$= 


Upside-Down Models 
Pep Up Detroit Video 


Detroit, Aug. 30. 

Video did the old flipflop Friday 
night (26), just like the flickers 
used to do. The pictures on WJBK- 
TV came out upside down. Topsy 
turvy performers were models 18 
a style show featuring bathing 
suits, afternoon dresses and forma 
attire. 

Hundreds of set owners called 
Richard Jones, general manager 
of WJBK. Jones couldn't explain 
what happened. At first he “a 
cluded that a bored engineer ‘ 
cided to pep up the program. 
it turned out to be an inadverteD 
reversal somewhere among 
mysterious tubes deep in the 
of the machinery. 
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HEFTY TV BILLINGS LOOMING 





~ (BS Vs. RCA’s 


Dye-in-the-Sky’ 


As far as CBS is concerned, the current color television tempest 


adds up to a “here-we-go-again” and a reprise of the October, 
more yanking 


ruling, with the FCC once 


Columbia. 


1946, 
the rug from ‘under 


CBS is anything but happy about it and privately feels that it’s 
getting a rough deal from the Commissioners, in view of its avowed 


championing of tinted video. 
what network took it on the 
trying to push color TV?’ 


As one CBS 
chin to the 


exec put: “After all, 
tune of $3,500,000 in 


Thus to accuse CBS of trying to hold back the color advance is 


slightly ridiculous, the net execs 


argue. 


Attitude of the Columbia chieftains, it’s known, is something like 
this: By hailing the RCA announcement, the Commissioners can pat 


themselves on the back. 


They can be jubilant over the fact that 
they didn’t act hastily on the ex- 


CBS pitch, on the basis that now 


they needn't change the standards and use up twice as much spec- 


trum space. 
inaction while RCA fulfills its 


They can thus relax into a four-five-year 
“pie in the sky” 


period of 


promise. But mean- 


while, CBS argues, it’s the public that takes the beating. 
Around CBS there are some who question whether RCA’s elec- 


tronic color system can do what it claims. 


They say the technique 


for integrating color into the existing black-and-white low band 
was Pi cine and abandoned by Columbia experts as not feasible. 











NBC to Project ‘American Family’ 
In 3-Hour Saturday Night Showcase 


Entirely new idea in television 


programming, which in effect will | 


give 12 sponsors a three-hour show 
each at an individual cost of a 15- 


minute segment, has been set by 
NBC-TV for its fall Saturday night 
lineup. Conceived by Sylvester L. 
(“Pat”) Weaver, new NBC-TV vee- 
pee, the program will have no set 
format but will encompass all 
things the average American fam- 
ily does on a Saturday night. By 
spreading the cost of the three- 
hour block among 12 bankrollers, 
Weaver thinks it will lower the 
cost for each and yet provide 
enough o”° a budget to lure top- 
name stars 

NBC-TV salesmen are now out 
pitching the idea to ad agencies 
and clients, terming the show a 
gigantic participation. Show will 
present a panorama of Americans | 
at play on Saturday night, compris- | 
ing a series of vignettes featuring | 
the name talent. For example, | 
one sequence may depict a group 
of teenagers playing a Tommy Dor- 
sey record. Cameras would then 
dissolve through the record into 
a live pickup of the Dorsey orch. 
In the same way, the program may 
encompass nitery § shows, films, 
Stageshows, etc. For a film, the 
camera® may depict a family going 
to their neighborhood theatre and 


(Continued on page 63) 


Philly Eagles Rescind 
TV Ban on ‘Away’ Grid 
Games; Local Nix Holds 


Philadelphia, Aug. 30. 

The Philadelphia Eagles, 
grid champs, which early this year 
thumbs- downed television. has 
backtracked to permit WFIL-TV 
telecast the team’s away-from- 
home games. 

The video ban, which 
lively local comment and 
pro and con discussion, still 
plies to the six games the Eagles 
will play at Shibe Park. How- 
ever, local TV viewers are certain 
to see some of the five games away 
from the home lot. 

Initial Eagles appearance before 
the cameras was the exhibition 
8ame with the Chi Cardinals held 
yesterday (29) in Chicago. WFIL- 
TV presented the game here by 
Midwest coaxial cable facilities. 
George Walsh, WFIL-TV sports di- 





caused 


rector, did the play-by-play. The 
game, however, was not seen in 
Chicago. 


_James P. Clark, president of the 
“agles, announced the new TV de- 
Cision, at a press-radio luncheon 
(24) and said the switch was “in 
accordance with our policy of mak- 
ing available by television all 
practical opportunities to present 
the Eagles in action, and to give 
loyal fans and supporters a chance 
to see the Eagles away. 

The Eagles telecasts are spon- 
Sored by Sun Oil. 

According to Clark, the no-video 
Stand on the local games has hy- 
boed ticket sales. 


pre- | 


much | 
ap- | 





+ 


| Harmon’s Grid Chore 


1 
Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

Tom Harmon has been picked by 
KECA-TV to call the USC-UCLA 
|football games. KFI has given 
Harmon an 11l-week leave of ab- 
sence from his chores as sports di- 
rector for KFI-TV and KFI. 

Harmon will, however, continue 
to handle his three television shows 
for the outlet. He does a five-min- 
ute sports feature Monday through 
Friday, a 30-minute layout Sunday, 
and another half-hour show each 
Sunday. 


NBC, CBS Decide 
To String With 
Own Packages 


Despite the fact that some of 
their house-built 
have been on the air several 
months without a sponsor, both 
NBC-TV and CBS-TV plan to ride 
along with the best of these pro- 
| grams in hopes* of selling them 
isoon. Both webs, 
continue their emphasis on crea- 
| tive programming, slotting new 
| packages in the early or late eve- 
ning time periods. 
| Tops of the NBC sustainers is 
“Garroway at Large,” now aired 
in the Sunday night 10 to 10:30 
period. Web sales chiefs report 
five prospective sponsors are def- 

(Continued on page 38) 


3-Hour, 3-Net Program 
For KMTV, Omaha, Bow 


Omaha, Aug. 30. 

Omaha - Council Bluffs civic 
leaders will gather at television sta- 
tion KMTV for its commercial open 
ing Sept. 1 in Omaha. Three hours 
of programs from three networks, 
CBS. ABC and DuMont, are to be 
aired plus a special film review 0 











21,316 persons who toured the 
Omaha station Aug. 15-20 during 


KMTV’'s open house when the sta- 
tion demonstrated for the first 
time in the city just what network 
programs actually are. 

The open house, held in coopera- 
tion with the Nebraska-Iowa Nlec- 
trical Council, gave Omahans a 
three-hour preview of network 
video each evening; launched one 
of the most successful TV set sales 
drives in midwest history, accord- 


ing to C. J. Helgeson of the TV 
distributors committee; gave 
KMTV the honor of being first 


with a TV schedule in Omaha, and 
paved the way for a large viewing 
audience on the Sept. 1 opening. 
After Sept. 1, the program sc hed- 
ule will vary each evening depend- 
ing upon commitments from its 
three networks, remotes, and local 
, organizations, 


package shows. 


in addition, will | 





NAL NICHTTIME It s Johnson to FCC to TV Industry 
To Spur Color; RCA, CBS in Again 


— + 





17, SOLD QUT 


Underlining the belief that tele- | 
vision is due for hefty billings dur- 
ing the upcoming season, a roundup 
of the four major TV networks re- 
veals that NBC is already 74% sold 
out on its weekly evening time and 


the CBS availabilities are about 
66° gone. ABC and DuMont fall 
short of the other two webs. but 


both have a number of new pack- 
ages on ice which they're confident 
will snag bankrollers within the 
next few weeks. 

Taking 7 p.m. nightly as the net- 
work starting time, NBC’s fall pro- 
gram log at this time calls for 2416 
hours per week. Of that time, 18 
hours have been sold. In addition, 
two-and-a-half of the still open six- 





Santa Fe Goes Video 


Santa Fe Railroad has signed fo1 
a weekly 15-minute travel film on 
WCBS-TV, key N. Y. outlet of the 
CBS web. Films will be seanned 
in the Sunday night 6:15 to 6:30 
slot starting Oct. 2. Agency is Leo 
Burnett. 

Time sale was set by the Chicago 
office of Radio Sales, CBS’ spot 
sales representatives for owned- 


| and-operated 5 stations 


and-a-half hours have been op- 
tioned by different advertisers. 
Biggest hole in the NBC com-| 
mercial schedule is Saturday night 
Where “Who Said That,” with 
Crosley sponsoring is the only | 
show sold. Crosley, in fact, may 


drop the show, since it has already 
signed with CBS to bankroll a half- 
hour version of “This Is Broadway” 
in the fall. 

NBC toppers are confident, how- 
ever, that their new block program- 
ming lineup for Saturday night will 
go fast. Web is planning a solid 
three hours of shows, probably 
Starting at 7 o’clock, which will 
comprise pickups from several sta- 
tions on the interconnected link 
tied together by a central theme. 
Time is to be sold on the block in 
15-minute segments, meaning 12 
different slots are open to partici- 
pating bankrollers. 

NBC’s Tuesday Sellout 

With confirmation this week of 
the switch from DuMont to NBC of 
the Old Gold ‘Amateur Hour,” 
NBC’s Tuesday night lineup is 
completely sold out for the fail and 
winter. Present layout has ‘“Kukla, 
Fran and Ollie” (Sealtest) from 7 
to 7:30; Roberta Quinlan (Mohawk), 
7:30 to 7:45; “Camel News Cara- 
van” (Camels), 7:45 to 8; Milton 
| Berle’s “Texaco Star Theatre,” 8 to 
9: “Fireside Theatre” (Procter & 
Gamble), 9 to 9:30; “Life of Riley” 
(Pabst), 9:30 to 10, and the ‘‘Ama- 
teur Hour” from 10 to 11. 

CBS, taking the same 241% hours 
as average weekly network time, to 


date has sold 1614 hours. Satur- 
day night presents the biggest 
problem for that web also. Only 


show sold to date on Saturdays is 
“Winner Take All,” bankrolled by 
|Chevrolet. But, as with NBC, CBS 
is confident it will have little 
trouble in filling the available time. 
Ken Murray’s “Blackouts,” slotted 
in the Saturday night 9 to 10 pe- 
riod, has already been bid for by 
several advertisers. Once 
show 
easily fill the adjacent slots. 

| Wednesday is CBS’ big night so 
'far, with only the first half-hour of 
‘the four-hour evening still open. 
| Lineup at present reads Doug Ed- 
{wards News (Oldsmobile), 
7:45; Earl Wrightson Show (Mas- 
land Carpets, (7:45 to 8; “Godfrey 
and Friends” (Chesterfield), 8 to 9; 
Paul Winchell-Dunninger (Bigelow- 
Sanford), 9 to 9:30; “Armchair De- 
tective” (Whitehall), 9:30 to 10, and 
the fights (Ballantine), 10 to 11. 


Underhill to Coast For 
CBS Operations Study 


Presaging an increased use of 
Hollywood - originated television 
programs on the CBS-TV_ web, 
eastern program chief Charles Un- 
derhill planed to the Coast Fri- 
day (26) for a 10-day study of 
CBS program operations there. 

Underhill plans to onceover all 
shows now aired by KTTV, the 
web’s Hollywood outlet, to deter- 
mine which might be suitable for 
kinescoping for the rest of 
country. He'll huddle with Harry 
Ackerman, who heads up the 
web’s tele program operations on 
the Coast, with a view towards 
lining up a greater interchange of 
shows. Underhill also plans to con- 
fab with Ed Wynn, whose weekly 
half-hour comedy show tees off 
Oct. 6 via kinescope on CBS’ east- 
ern and midwestern nets. 





the | 


Set Retailers 
Confused On 
Color To-Do 


Television set retailers 
ed varying reactions this 
the effect on sales of the current 
to-do about color video Some 
claimed the newspaper stories on 
color, which hit the front pages 
of several N. Y. dailies last week, 
boomed sales by finally settling the 
obsolescence issue in the minds of 
prospective buyers. Other retail- 
ers claimed, however, that the 


present- 
week to 


public is now more confused than 
ever and berated the industry for 
reviving the color controversy at 
a time when the 1950 models are 
just hitting the stores 

One factor gleaned from a sur- 
vey of N. Y. retailers is that the 
store managers themselves are 
confused. One such manager con- 
fessed to being muddled over such 


terms as adapters, converters, etc 


and whether TV sets will need 
them if color is approved by the 
FCC. This was despite the fac- 
tual information given about such 


problems in last week’s announce- 
ment of its new color process by 
RCA. As a result, some industry- 
ites, fearing buyers may be scared 
off by such an attitude on the part 
of retailers, are mulling some form 
of education campaign for dealers 
throughout the country. 
Spokesman for one of the large 
indie retailers pointed out that sto- 
ries on color, besides clearing the 
obsolescence’ issue, had also 
brought video into public view edi- 
torially. This, he claimed, gave 
set sales the biggest push they 


‘have had since the political con- 


that | 
is sold, CBS believes it will | 


ventions a year ago. Another re- 
tailer averred that all the public- 
ity given both color and _ obso- 


(Continued on page ¢ 63 





‘BENNY STILL UP IN AIR 


7:30 to) 


| possible 


ON FALL VIDEO PLANS 


Jack Benny is still undecided on 
his television plans for 
Comedian declared on his arrival 
from England Thursday (25) that 
the situation is open. He said he 
wants to wait until he gets his 
radio show on the air this fall 
before resuming negotiations with 
CBS and American Tobacco on a 
kinescoped TV program 
from the Coast. Radio show tees 
off Sept. 11 

Benny arrived aboard the Queen 
Mary a.d planed out the same 
nig'.t for Hollywood. He went to 


England to attend the opening 
night of George Burns and Gracie 
Allen’s stand at the London Pal- 


ladium. Comedian also talked to 
CBS board chairman William S$ 
Paley, who also just returned from 
Europe, about his radio and TV 
plans. 
KBTV Set to Go 
Dallas, Aug. 30 

KBTV., local television outlet, is 
expected to start testing this week 
Its test pattern will be transmitted 


on Channel 8 until Sept. 17, when 
programming will begin. 
Joe K. Parrish has been named 


advertising and publicity director 
of the video outlet. He was tormer- 
ly with J. B. Taylor ad agency. 


the fall. | 


| year, 


Washington, Aug. 30 

Color television development 
has been setting a dizzy pace here 
the last week, with FCC driving 
herd on the industry to show its 
stuff and chairman Edwin Johnson 
of the Senate Committee on Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce 
cracking the Congressional whip 
to spur the Commission to license 
some system, or several of them, 
in the interests of getting video 
out of the red 

While occupied with problems 
involving the CBS system, the 
Commission was confronted with 


the RCA all-electronic 
Although regarded 


news ol 
developn ent 


as a welcome addition to progress 
in color, the new system met with 
some skepticism 

Some officials wanted to know 
more about the cost of converters 
to receive RCA color They were 
not carried away by the fact that 
no attachment is needed to bring 
in color programs in black and 
white “tlow does that bring in 
color?” they asked 

CBS prez Frank Stanton and his 
aid®s ap); arently failed to satisfy 
the Commission that CBS is s?- 
ficiently cooperating for the tele 
hearings beginning Sept. 26. Im- 
mediately after a confab Friday 


(26), 


sent 


Commissioner Robert Jones 
Stanion a letter in which he 
likened the web's report of its 
color advances to a race horse 
which “having run a fine race, sud- 
denly balks at the finish line.’ 
Jones said he was “amazed” that 
the web failed to order converters 
for the forthcoming hearings, even 


though it had been requested by 
the Commission to provide the 
equipment 

Refeyring to a letter Stanton 


wrote him the previous day, Jones 
said he wa: catly surprised that 
a company the size of CBS should 
hesitate to spend the $12,500 maxi- 
mum nece iry for even 25 con- 
verters for black and white receiv- 
ing sets Considering that the 
FCC decision which rejected CBS 
color in 1947 was based in large 
part on lack of adequate field test- 
ing by other than CBS engineers, 
Jones added, the web's stand is 
(Continued on page 41) 


Bristol-Myers Has Two 
Banks to Break on NBC 
Despite New FCC Edict 


NBC, in the face of the recent 
FCC ban on giveaway shows, will 
preem “Break the Bank” as separ- 
ate radio and television programs 
Oct. 5. Quiz show, sponsored by 
Bristol-Myers, moves at that time 
from ABC, where it has been si- 
muleast. On NBC, however, the 
radio version will be aired at 9 
p.m. Wednesdays, with the TV ver- 
sion hitting the air an hour later. 

Bert Parks will continue as em- 
cee of both shows, with Bud Coll- 
yer assisting as announcer and 
program host. Tele show will have 
its own contestants and _ cash 
awards for correct answers, includ- 
ing a “bank” always worth $1,000 
or more Doherty, Clifford & 
Shenfield is the agency for B-M on 
both shows 


SILVER TY THEATRE’ 
SET FOR OCT. 3 PREEM 


relevision Theatre,” In- 
weit Silver show’ which 
preems Oct. 3 on the CBS-TV web, 
will feature an original comedy 
each week with the emphasis on 
romance to tie in with the spon- 
sor’s product. Conrad Nagel has 
been set as program host. with a 


different n 
each stanza 


ame actor planned for 
to head up the cast. 


Frank K. Telford, Young & 
Rubicam agency staffer, will pro- 
duce and direct. Telford will also 


repeat this year as producer of the 
Bigelow-Sanford (Dunninger-Paul 
Winchell) program, which moves 
from NBC to CBS. Pres. Wood. 
Telford's assistant on the show last 
will direct. 
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Maybe it isn’t as tough as it looks. 


For example: A manufacturer of facial 
tissues faced a price war from competitors 
and buying resistance from inventory- 


conscious retailers in St. Louis.’ 


He thought he had a formidable problem... 


until his agency called in Radio Sales. 


The Radio Sales Account Executive 
(just back from a see-for-himself trip to 
St. Louis) drew on his vast fund of 
jirst-hand experience to give the manu- 
facturer inside information on exactly 
how ‘‘The Housewives’ Protective 
League” on 50,000-watt KMOX 


could function as his sales weapon. 


The manufacturer bought. 
And the HPL sold. In six weeks, sales 


jumped 222% | 


If you think you have a tough nut 

to crack in any—or all—of thirteen of 
vour best markets, call in your 

Radio Sales Account Executive. His 
regular visits to each station he 
represents give you face-to-face facts 
on how to lick your competition 


...and be a champ. 


*Another real life story. 


RADIO SALES 


Radio and Television Stations 
Representative... CBS 


Radio Sales represents the Columbia Pacific Network 

and CBS stations in thirteen of the country’s richest cities— 
yanking first*, second, third*, fifth*, seventh, eighth, 

tenth, twelfth, fifteenth, thirty-seeond*, fortieth, fifty-second* 
and seventy-fourth* in total annual retail sales. 


(*And the best TV station, too, in these markets.) 
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FATHER KNOWS BEST LUX RADIO THEATRE 
With Robert Young, June Whitley, (“June Bride”) 

Ted Donaldson, Thoda Williams, — Bette weet — Stewart, 

Norma Jean Nillson, Eleanor others; Lou Silvers orc 

Audley, others; Roy Bargy orch oe oe 
Writer: Ed James | Director: Fre cKaye 
Director: Ken Burton | Writer: Sandy Barnett 
30 Mins.; Thurs. 8:30 p.m. '60 Mins.; Mon., 9 p.m. (EDT) 
GENERAL FOODS LEVER BROS. 

NBC, from Hollywood CBS, from Hollywood 
(Benton & Bowles) | Lay Walter Thompson) ; 

Ed James, it would appear, has Inaugurating its 15th anni as 
written himself a honey of a pack- radio’s top dramatic showcase, 
age in “Father Knows Best.” This “Lux Radio Theatre” remains one 
is the situation comedy to which, of the prize programming packages 
as a coin-saving expedient, General on the airlines. Dramatic stanzas 
Foods latched itself on behalf of come and go, but “Lux” has an en-| 
its Maxwell House product, as re- viable niche all of iis own—as Wit- | 
placement for the high-budgeted ness its season-round monopoly 
Burns & Allen show in the Thurs- the No. 1 Nielsen rating spot anc 

c cahitel nl the perpetual jockeying among 
day night 8:30-9 period. i te ey’ 

vd ' competitive networks in a bid to) 

there are two factors, however, grab off the show. 
that may mitigate against ‘Father For years the keynote of CBS’ 
when the Hooper chips are down. Monday night dominance in audi- 
Essentially the family-slanted sit- | ence pull, insuring top ratings for | 
uation comedy clings somewhat to “front and back” shows, it’s no 
the idiom of ‘Aldrich Family,” wonder that Bill Paley & Co., in 
which it follows, thus posing the yeturn for a new Lever nod, recip- 
question whether the bracketing of rocated with a “sky’s-the-limit” on 
two 30-minute comedy gab sessions promotion, etc. | 
is the ideal come-on for Listeners. Which accounts for the eyebrow- 
Too, it stacks up against -'\2 high- raising innovation to mark the 15th 
voltage suspense parlay of shows anni—a contest to find the nation’s 
on CBS, with the high-rated “Mr. most beautiful 15-year-old girl, tie- 
with 20th-Fox’s “Oh, You 








- 


Keen,” in this instance, as the com- ing in = 

petition. Beautiful Doll’; eyebrow raising 
‘vhe fact remains that on its own because “Lux,” in view of its in- 

merits, “Father” shapes up as a herent values as a sock dramatic | 

winner, if the initial installment stanza combining the finest show 

has set the pattern. For scripter biz elements, can afford to remain 

lames’ “average family in an av- aloof from supplementary come- 

@aili < ay « sa ti 3 , ns 

rage merican town,” with its OMS. Mare 

ee initial broadcast 


Monday’s (29) 
of the new season again revealed 
“Tux’s’” capacity to achieve maxi- 


trio of Anderson kids with their as- 
sorted dilemmas and comedy-pro- 


: ts . g . S . Ss ot y al ye . 

voking tribulations, hits right h. mum results. The adaptation of the 
family risibilities. It’s real with- weoiners’ 1936 comedy, “June 
out being maudlin and the comedy Bride.” with Bette Davis and James 


stems from hilarious situations and 
unforced punchy lines (as in the se- 
quence of the Andersons kicking 
around the projected marriage of 


their 17-year-old daughter with a mone ; 
neighbor's kid, culminating in a THIS IS THE NEWS 


two-family verbal slugfest and With Edward R. Murrow, Gilbert 
tongue-lashing that registered as a Forbes; Bob Dixon, Saneunect 
off) 15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 7:45 p.m. 
. , : CAMPBELL SOUP 
It won’t be easy maintaining the CBS, from N. Y. 
pace and _= qualitative scripting (Ward, Wheelock) 
achieved by James on the pre- After an eight-week summer 
miere, but now that he’s got the leave, Ed Murrow was back on the 
basic ingredients established, it air Monday (29) night, for what 
should be smooth sailing. CBS calls his nightly series of 
Robert Young as “Father” was a “news and analysis broadcasts.” In 
neat casting trick and right down his authoritative, appealing style 
the line the acting and particular- Murrow gave capsule reports of the 
ly the timing was firstrate. day’s news, about U. S. Senate do- 
Rose. ings, U. S. Steel hearings,economic 
talks with Britain, the stock mar- 
ket, Greek war, Yugoslav tension, 
etc. He quoted from President Tru- 
man’s speech to the Lelionaires 
meeting at Philadelphia, and from 
60 Mins.; Sun. (28) 4:30 p.m. the President’s comments on the 
ABC, from New York world crisis in his press talks. Mur- 
To mark the fourth anniversaries row also piped in Gilbert Forbes 
of the bombing of Hiroshima and from Indianapolis, to give his com- 
V-J Day, ABC’s public affairs de- ments on the G.A.R. encampment. 
partment sent Norman Cousins to Murrow’s capsule reports are 
Japan as a special correspondent. good for those who want their news 
The hour-long broadcast the web in that form, and as such have their 
aired Sunday (28) was an editing of place on the air. Especially when 
the tape-recorded report the Satur- given as coherently, dispassionately 
day Review of Literature editor and simply as Murrow does. But at 
brought back. While the program least one auditor would prefer some 
included a good deal of factual ma- interpretation or commentary. Any 
terial, the overall effect, however, announcer can do Murrow’s present 
was disappointing. function; more is expected from a 
The first 30 minutes were de- man of his reputation. The pro- 
voted to Cousin’s report on Hiro- gram is news, alright, but certainly 
shima, which consisted chiefly of not “analysis broadcasts,” as the 
an interview with the bombed city’s network claims. The program, be- 
The civic official himself cause of Murrow’'s knowledge and 


Stewart, was topflight, with Wil- 
liam Keighley investing it with top 
production values. Rose. 


A TALE OF TWO CITIES 

With Norman Cousins, narrator; 
Less Griffith, announcer 

Producer-Director: Jack Babb 


mayor. 
spoke briefly in English, but the experience, ought to have more 
major part of the interview was than mere reading of headlines. 
handled through an interpreter. The present world crisis deserves 


That fact, however, did not detract a searching analysis, a penetrating 





from the stirring quality of the explanation, such as Murrow could 
mayor’s words. He revealed that give. Bron. 
the death toll of his city was be- re 

tween 210,000 and 240,000—more WILSONAIRES 

than twice the original estimates. With Tommy Port, “Marylin,” | 


He also revealed that there was a Johnny Duffy orch; John McCor- 

sizable garrison of Japanese sol- mick, emcee 

diers in Hiroshima at the time of Producer-Director: Andy Christian 

the atom blast, which gave the 15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 2:30 p.m. 

Yanks a military reason for using WILSON & CO. 

the bomb. And he explained that WBBM Chicago 

Hirgshima has been rededicated as (Ewell & Thurber) 

the “Peace City,” that it is being Disker John McCormick dubs in 

rebuilt as an exhibit to halt an- live intro and commercials on 

other war “which would bring this pleasant transcribed package 

thousands of Hiroshimas.” that uses the vocals of Tommy Port 
While the factual approach was and “Marylin,” backed by the 

commendable, the first half of the Johnny Duffy orch. After a shaky 

broadcast leaned so heavily on the preem marked by recorded feed- 


side of understatement that it backs and transcription table foul- 
lacked real showmanship values. ups, program got into a smooth 
Second half, which dealt with pace its second day out. McCor- 


mick, one of the abler Chi yakkers., 
fed chatter and persuasive com- 
mercials neatly between numbers 


Tokyo, injected more dramatic ma- 
terial in the form of recordings of 
jive from a Nipponese vaudeville 


show, some music from a tradi- Selections were surefire’ vet 
tional Japanese play, American- favorites—‘Oh, What a Beautiful 
type dance tunes from a western-| Morning,” “Summertime” and 
ized nightery in Tokyo, man-in-the- “Lady of Spain.” Baritone Port 
street interviews, and an excerpt carried the main load pleasingly, 


competently assisted by “Marylin,” 
who once - overed Gershwin’s 
“Summertime” hauntingly. Johnny 
Duffy orch backed well. 

Musical end of program is cut 
in Chi previous to airing, but 
WBBM production did a nice job 
of simulating an all-live show 
Sponsor's pitch is for dog food, 
and while emcee McCormick sells 
it well, there is some doubt as to 
whether his music-loving audience 
are pet owners. This is one of 
those daytime experiments that 
might work. Mart. 


from a military government brief- 
ing session. Cousins stressed the 
point that many Japanese feel they 
are becoming a democracy merely 
by aping superficialities of Ameri- 
can culture—comic books, baseball, 
jitterbugging and _ nightclubbing. 
More important, he said, is the 
need for continued reforms. 

Show added up to an informa- 
tive documentary. It would have 
been strengthened, however, with 
the addition of more politically sig- 
nificant facts, tighter editing. and 
a spark of showmanship.  Bril. 


Cantor & the ECA 


If Eddie Cantor ever decides 
to hang up his gags, he can 
launch a new career as a public 
affairs commentator. Recently 
returned from a European 
tour, Cantor proved himself to 
be a sharp and serious ob- 
server of current history in an 
interview aired over WDET- 
FM, the United Auto Workers 
outlet in Detroit. It was re- 
broadcast on a platter over 
WFDR-FM, N. Y., Monday 
night (29) and will make the 
rounds of the so-called “labor- 
liberal network” of union and 
cooperative stations. 

Completely ad libbed, Can- 
tor gave an incisive description 
of the effect of Marshall Plan 
aid on European recovery. Not 
being a diplomat, he eschewed 
double talk and_ stated his 
point of view in unmistakable 
terms. Cantor is for the Mar- 
shall Plan program, against 
pussy-foot tactics towards Rus- 
sia, for democracy and against 
all forms of bigotry and dis- 
crimination. Cantor has his 
opinions and some people may 
differ, but there can be no 
dispute over his public-mind- 
edness. Paul Morris, of the 
WDET special events staff, 
handled the query end of the 
interview intelligently. Herm. 








MY FRIEND IRMA 

With Marie Wilson, Cathy Lewis, 
Gloria Gordon, Hans Conried, 
Donald Woods, Bea _ Bendaret, 
John Brown, Alan Reed, Sandra 
Gould: Wendell Niles, announcer 

Producer-Director: Cy Howard 

Writers: Howard, Parke Levy, Stan- 
ley Adams, Roland MacLane 

30 Mins.; Mon., 10 p.m. 

LEVER BROS. 


| CBS, from Hollywood 


(Foote, Cone & Belding) 
“My Friend Irma,” rolling into 


lits third season, continues to be a 


| System 


crackling good comedy show. It has 
two strong factors working for a 
solid Hooperating. Firstly, “Irma” 
follows the blue-ribbon ‘Lux Radio 
Theatre,” and secondly, but more 
importantly, it rides with all pro- 
duction cylinders clicking at top 
speed. The quartet of scripters, 
headed by the program’s originator, 
Cy Howard, are contributing the 
indispensable ingredients 
lines and farcical situations. 

The characterizations are being 
handled by the same cast in the 
same expert style of former years. 
Marie Wilson, in the title role as 
the dumb cluck of a heroine, has 
rot faded the brightness of her ig- 
norance. Cathy Lewis is back as 
Irma’s sidekick after being absent 
last year. One of the cleverest bits 
in the show-is played by John 
Brown, as Irma’s boyfriend with 
an occupational dislike of work. 
Other familiar roles are also filled 
by topnotch supporting players. 

Opening show (29) of the new 
season precipitated a steady torrent 
of puns, gags, malapropisms and 
other assorted forms of absurdity 
for a full measure of laughs. The 
situation found Irma without a job, 
her boyfriend working in an em- 


ployment agency finding jobs for , 


other people on a commission 
basis, and Irma’s friends working 
hard to keep her out of trouble. 
Lud Gruskin’s background music 
was neatly pitched to a comedy 
level. 

Plugs for Pepsodent toothpaste 
are slugged home with a powerful 
attack by Wendell Niles and a fancy 
of background whispers 
that swell up in a loud chorus hail- 


| ing—Pepsodent. Herm. 
TALENT SCOUTS 
With Arthur Godfrey, Archie 


Bleyer Orch, others 
Producer: Larry Puck 
Director: Jack Carney 


_30 Mins.; Mon., 8:30 p.m. 


LEVER BROS. 
CBS, from New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 
Arthur Godfrey, after his sum- 
mer vacation, is apparently break- 
ing into his chores gradually. His 


JACK SMITH-DINAH SHORE- 

MARGARET WHITING SHOW 
Producer: Bill Brennan 
Writer: Glenn Wheaton 
15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 7:15 p.m. 
PROCTER & GAMBLE 
CBS, from Hollywood 

(Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample) 

A good show, to which something 
new has been added for the season 
—in the person of Margaret Whit- 
ing, who rivals Dinah Shore in the 
femme phase of name singers. Miss 





of fast 


‘Talent Scouts” show is being taped | 


for the first few weeks. Otherwise, 
it’s the same easy-going and _ in- 
formal show wherein various per- 
formers vie for the privilege of 
working the a.m. Godfreycasts and 
attaining a degree of show business 
recognition 

Godfrey came up with a prime 
talent selection on _ his preem 
Stanza. Performers provided a de- 
gree of variety since there was a 
baritone, piano duo, a vocal quin- 
tet and a lyric soprano seeking 
honors However, this show came 
up with a few laughs from unex- 
pected quarters. The initial scout 
made his living looking for defec- 
tive cans. That line of activity was 


carried out to a borderline situa- 
tion and the studio fairly rocked 
with laughs 


Godfrey, on his own, gave a Russ 
translation of the Lipton commer- 
cial which similarly scored in the 
humor dept 


Show hasn't lost any of its flavor, | takes 


Jose. 


j 


nate each Wednesday. 
Almost exclusively musical, with 


minimum of script between 
numbers, Smith’s new show gets 
over nicely. On the entire week 


la 
| 


lof standard and pop-recorded tunes 
| by all three singers, solidly backed 
iby an excellent combination under 
ithe direction of Frank DeVol. 

If anything can be cited as hav- 
effect the 


ling a weakening on 
| broadcasts Smith himself is to, 
| blame. His vocal forte is rhythmic 


material which brings out the in-| 


fectious style that brought him to 
| attention. On the opening week’s 
ishows he leaned 
| material such as “Maybe It’s Be- 
| cause,” a type of tune that he un- 
|questionably is handling better 
|than heretofore, but which simply 
iisn’t Smith. Of course it’s to be 
expected that working in tandem 
|with either Miss Shore or Miss 
Whiting he must take on a ballad 
or two for the interests of pacing, 
while they occasionally kick up a 
light beat item, but it’s a circum- 
stance that decreases the show’s 
impact to a pop tune level. Smith’s 
is a “happy” voice and he’d 


|if a better attempt were made to 
|provide him with tunes in his 
groove, ones that at the same time 
| got away from the pop category 


provided by Miss Shore and Miss | 


Whiting and their promoting of 
recorded material. There’ are 
plenty melodies available, with a 
little digging, that would 


Smith’s innings different and 


Whiting works Monday and Friday | 
with Smith, Miss Shore Tuesdays | 
and Thursdays and the two alter- | 


of programs it adds up to a series | 


toward ballad | 


be | 
| better off, and so would the show, | 


nake | 
at | 


| the same time play to his ability. | 


“T Still Get a Thrill,’ which he 
did Thursday (25) 


enough, Wood. 





HOLLYWOOD STAR THEATRE 
With Jeanne Bates, Ronaid Col- 


isn’t different | 


With Talking People; Josef 
& Miranda, Jivin’ 
Torme, guest 

Writer: Meredith Willson 

Producer; Myron Dutton 

30 Mins.; Thurs. 8 p.m. 

GENERAL FOODS 

NBC, from Hollywood 

(Young & Rubicam) 
Pending the return of “Aldrich 

Family” to the Thursday night at 

8 slot on NBC, Generai Foods ig 

giving the “Meredith Willson 

Show” a five-week whirl. (Program 

was heard under same sponsorshi 

auspices last season on ABC) : res 

a stopgap for the late summer-early 

— NBC oe the Willson dean 

as a sufficiency o leasure; 
moments, fe ee 
There’s something unpredict 
about Willson and his musical 
gregation. Granted he’s not 
AFRA’s choicest specimen in the 
gift of gab department, or that the 
writing has prize-winning over- 
tones. The fact remains that there 
is an arresting quality about the 
pseudo-philosophical, corny ramb-« 
lings. He literally throws the book 
at his audience in the potpourri 
that represents a musical format, 
but at the most unpredictable mo- 


Joe; 





able 


ag- 


| ment there emerges a line or a 
musical tidbit that redeems the 
stanza, 


| Last week’s initial NBC broad. 
cast spanned the gamut—typical 
for the Willson course. His by. 
play with the Talking People and 
their precision tongue dance (which 
incidentally, provides a lift to the 
Jello commercial): the transition 
from the Josef Marais and Miranda 
South African incantation to joyous 
hymnal notes of “Abide With Me,” 
the provocative jumping of Jivin’ 
Joe, the excursion into the Will- 
| son “chiffon swing” and the varia- 
| tion on the Sigmund Spaeth “tune 
detective” stunt—they were all in 
evidence in a _ loosely-constructed 
format that, perhaps by intent, had 
the listener hanging around to find 
out what’s coming up next. 


Mel Torme was the first of a 
| series of weekly guests. Rose, 


TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES 

| With Ralph Edwards; Shelley Win- 
ters, guest; Harlow Wilcox, an- 

| nouncer 

| Producers: Al Paschall, Fred Car- 

ney, Floyd Hold 


man, Bill Jonstone, Janet Scott, Director: Ed Bailey 


Paul McVey 
Producer: Jack Van Nostrand 
30 Mins., Sat., 8 p.m. 
ANACIN 
NBC, from Holivwood 
(SSC&B) 
“Hollywood Star Theatre,” 


re- | 


suming after an eight-week layoff, | 


is a neat, modest-budgeted drama- 
tic show. Novel peg of this airer is 
its showeasing of up-and-coming 


film and radio thespers in the lead | 


| parts with a top Hollywood name 
| appearing to introduce the new- 
comers. While the studio stars con- 
trib only some perfunctory com- 
ments, they make good dialer bait 
and publicity icing. Show’s basic 
value, however, depends on the cal- 


ibre of scripts written by free-| 


lancers. 
Opening show Saturday (27) was 


a solid horror piece that was ex- | 


_pertly projected by a good cast. 
Yarn involved a murder-for-insur- 
ance scheme with an 


innocent | 


young gal playing the patsy for an | 


urbane killer. 
up rescue was based on a series 


Although the wind- | 


of unlikely coincidences, the plot | 


developed several 


tion. 


Saturday evening market. 

| Newcomer on this show was 
| Jeanne Bates who played the 
femme lead. She registered ef- 
fectively, showing plenty of emo- 
tional power in the near-murder 
scene. Ronald Colman handled 
the intro in his usual suave man- 
ner. Rest of the east 
formed expertly with a good assist 
from the background music. 

Her:7. 








GUESTIN’ WITH KESTEN 
Writer: Bob Kesten 
Producer: Art Hiller 
30 Mins.: Fri., 9 p.m, 
Sustaining 
CBC, from Toronto 

Bob Kesten is the former man- 
ager of CJBC, Toronto. flagship of 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp., 
who quit that important job to hear 
more of himself on the air and to 
see his opinions in print. This lat- 
ter is covered by his new and 
newsy radio column in The Toronto 
Telegram; the former by his new 
interview series, “Guestin’ with 
esten,” a title which should make 
any purist wince. 

However, the 
radio columnist 


now 
has 


widely-read 
concocted a 


original twists | 
| that provoked interest and atten-| 
If future scripts maintain | 
the level of the opener, this airer | 
should garner a hefty sector of the | 


also per-| 


| Writers: Phil Davis, Mort Lewis, 
| Paul Edwards, Al Simon 
| Organist: Buddy Cole 
|30 Mins.; Saturday, 8:30 p.m. 
| PROCTER & GAMBLE 
| NBC, from Hollywood 
(Compton) 

Ralph Edwards’ “Truth or Con- 
sequences,” with its telephone give- 
away stunt, is one of the shows 
that could come under fire of the 
recent FCC ban. Unlike those 
which depend strictly on the jack- 
pot twist, though, this one was orig- 
inated 10 years ago and built its 
following sans the giveaway before 
such audience lures were con- 
ceived. As a result, if the FCC ban 
sticks, it would be possible for Ed- 
wards to revert to his original for- 
mat and still probably maintain the 
high ratings the program has re- 
ceived in previous years. : 

“T. or C.” returned to the air 
Saturday night (27) after the usual 
summer hiatus. Format, judging 
from the initialer, varies not a whit 
from that of last season. The show 
was replete with questions submit- 
ted by listeners, the contrived con- 
sequences for giving out with 
wrong answers and the giveaway 
stunt. There was enough entertain- 
ment value in the “T. or C.” pa 
alone to indicate Edwards could 
eliminate the telephoning with lit- 
tle loss of audience. 

Edwards’ successor to the “Miss 
Hush” and other identification con- 
tests is “Laughing Boy,” with & 
$2,500 prize going to the listener 
who identifies him. Mystery char- 
acter made a call to a listener dur- 
ing the week and Edwards re- 
phoned the same listener during 


‘the broadcast to play back a tran- 


| scription of the recording 


‘listener will get a chance on the 


celebrity palaver session that orig- | 


inates in CBL, Toronto, and is car- 
ried by 30 stations of the CBC 
Trans-Canada network. Kesten 
the stanza leisurely but 
(Continued on page 39) 





for iden- 
tification. Fact that the recording 
was very bad, however, almost ne- 
gated the stunt, since the myste 
man’s voice could hardly be hearé. 
With no winner last week, another 


next show. 

Consequence antics Edwa 
the studio contestants through stl 
sounded too visual for the e° 
part. Studio audience got all the 
benefits, with home listeners force 
to rely on the emcee’s description 
of the goings-on. Stunts, thous 
corny, were clever. There may be 
listeners who would object to = 
way the contestants bid for self- 
ridicule, but, with no kickbacks 
from the participants themselves, 
Edwards probably has no worrle 
on that score. " 

Edwards handled the stunts ex 


rds put 


tremely well, with his bout 
© ality ine to ake 
personality helping Har- 


sting out. He and announcer oi 
low Wilcox teamed on the comn 


. “s Yitez -mula 
ials. selling a new Duz fo! 
= g Stal. 


‘acceptably. 
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WCAU'S Umbrella Coverage covers the largest audiences in 
the nation’s third largest market. . . « Current ratings give 
istory. WCAU 


tance in its histor 
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o sales success in. 


is the best and most economical road ¢ 
‘The Philadelphia Bulletin Stations 


the Philadelphia market. 
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ROSCOE KARNS & INKY POO 
With Karns, Mary Loane, Sally 


Kester, .Jimmy .Goodwin, Jim 
Little, John Kane, Curtis 
Wheeler 


Producer: Karns 

Director: Larry Menkin 
Tech. dir.: Frank Bunetta 
30 Mins.; Wed. (17), 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 

DuMont, from N. Y. 


Film-legit comedian Roscoe 
Karns bowed in as a television 


actor and producer on this show, 
which was aired in DuMont’s “Pro- 
gram Playhouse’ showcase _ slot 
Comprising a new twist on domes- 
tic comedies, involving Karns as 
a middle-class family man beset by 
an apparition conscience, the show 
indicated good potentialities as a 
regular series. Story, acting and 
direction were all professionally 
capable, with the program gen- 
erating some of that warmth which 
has become a standard feature of 


*“Gomestic comedies on TV. 





Karns demonstrated that there is 
still no substitute for experience 
when it comes to thesping. Way 
he handled his lines and moved in 
front of the cameras, even on a set 
that was often too limited in space, 
showed he too can make the switch 
to tele with beneficial results for 
the audience. He was cast as the 
father of a teenage daughter, who 
almost wrecked her chances with 
her first boyfriend by his bungling 
efforts to do the right thing. His 
conscience, dressed as a clown and 


called “Inky Poo” (something 
should be done about that name), 
appeared from time to time via 


super-imposition to set him batk 
on the right course. 

Supporting cast was _ good, 
topped by Mary Loane as Karns’ 
wife, Sally Kester as the daughter 
and Jimmy Goodwin as her boy- 
friend. Curtis Wheeler played the 
clown but the role didn’t call for 
much thesping ability. Larry Men- 
kin directed, with technical direc- 
tor Frank Bunetta doing a neat job 
on camera direction. Package is 
being handled by the Wilbur Stark- 
Jerry Layton outf'* Stal. 





Huntington, W. Va— WSAZ-TV, 
first television station in West Vir- 
ginia, has set Nov. 15 as its starting 
date. Station claims it will have 
‘4ie most complete tele operation 
for a city the size of Huntington 
in the country. Marshall Rosene. 
until now station manager of 
WSAZ, has been named general 
manager of the TV outlet. 


SWEEPSTAKES QUIZ 
With LaVell Waltman, guests 
Directors: Bud Witherbee and Dick 
Jackson 
30 Mins.; Thurs. 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WAVE-TV, Louisville 
Any TV show with a Churchill 
Downs background will get atten- 


tion in this hoss race-minded town, 
and this one has an excellent set 
depicting the grandstand at the 
famous Derby oval, executed by 
Mary Alice Hadley. Contestants, 
three males and three femmes, 
were local sports figures in the 
field of baseball, golf and tennis. 
Men were Billy Herman, 21l-years 
in major and minor league base- 
ball; Wayne LeMaster, also retired 
pitcher who made the rounds from 
minor league to major, then back 
home where he is proprietor of an 


antique shop, and Irv Jeffries, 
local boy who played in the 
majors. Gals were local tennis 


and golf tournament players. 

Sweepstakes quiz gimmick was 
a chart depicting horses, which 
were advanced when the _ con- 
testant answered the question cor- 
rectly. Q’s and a’s were on various 
subjects, but none _. strangely 
enough on sports. Quizees were 
rather slow on the upbeat, and 
closeups were greeted for the most 
part by deadpans. Neat job of 
m.c’ing was turned in by LaVell 
Waltman, regular WAVE radio an- 
nouncer. One distracting note was 
announcer’s stand which in some 
shots took up too much space in 
the frame. Waltman kept the 
quizzes in a light vein, and had the 
contestants in a happy mood 
throughout. 

Telephone angle was worked by 
calling individuals with a jackpot 
question, which no one answered 
at the show caught. Prizes to be 
given away are a television set, 
portable radio, and a vacation trip 
to Fontana Village, in the Smokey 
Mountains. Contestants on the 
show were given cigaret lighters, 
compacts, and the like. 

Another gimmick which was 
slanted at viewers was a jigsaw 
puzzle showing part of a man’s 
face, nose and ear. Each week 
another section will be added un- 
til someone guesses the identity of 
the phiz. There’s a lot of good 
quiz stuff for contestants, viewers, 
and stay-at-homes, with a chance 
for all to win something. 

Nice production effort went into 
this stanza, camera work was 
sharp, and results are to be com- 
mended. Wied. 


TOP VIEWS IN SPORTS 


| With Jimmy Evans 


Producer: E. M. Glucksman 
| 15 Mins.; Sat., 7:15 p.m. 
| Sustaining 
| WIZ-TYV, N.Y. 
Produced by All American News, 


this sports reel is a snappy, first-| 


rate compilation of weekly high- 
lights in the sports world. Quarter- 
hour reel is being distributed by 
United Artists and has already been 
picked up for sponsorship in most 
of the key video areas outside of 
New York. During the fall season 
it will make a solid supplement to 
the professional and_ collegiate 
weekend football schedule. 

Reel has a straightforward for- 
mat, briefly but adequately cover- 
ing about five or six events weekly. 
Typical film Saturday (27) included 
a good shot of the Japanese 
swimmer taking the AAU meet, and 
clips of the recent tug o’ war cham- 
pionship meet, the Connie Mack 


ceremonies at the Yankee Stadium | 


and the 100-mile midget auto race 
in Milwaukee. Slight femme angle 
was inserted in a feature shot 
showing Patty Berg instructing a 
group of women on how not to hit 
a golf ball. 


Commentary is handled clearly 
and simply by Jimmy _ Evans. 
There’s no reason, however, why 


Evans’ picture should be used to 
introduce each news shot. A dif- 
ferent cutting technique would help 
smooth the transitions. Herm. 


VERSATILE VARIETIES 

With George Givot, emcee; Jack 
Parker, Audrey Palmer, Three 
Beaux & Peep, Charles Duo; 
Jerry Jerome orch 

Producers: Charlie Basch, Frances 
Scott 

Director: Mark Hawley 

30 Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. 

BONAFIDE MILLS 

NBC-TV, from N. Y. 

(Gibraltar) 


After experimenting with sev- 
ral half-hour television formats last 
season, Bonafide Mills returned to 
the air Friday (26) with a standard 
vaudeo presentation. Show is pat- 
terned after almost every variety 
program that’s been on TV 


dependent entirely on talent and, 
at least as far as the preem went, 
the talent wasn’t overly impres- 
Silve. 

George Givot, as emcee, was 
lacklustre. His opening monolog 
failed to catch on even with the 
studio audience and his method of 


yet. | 
Such a layout, at its best, would be | 


introducing the acts showed no 
imagination. Then, when he had 
a chance to demonstrate his Greek 
dialect material, the show ran 
overtime and he was forced to 
abandon it. Best of the acts was 
Three Beaux and a Peep, a vocal 
ensemble which pleased with some 
close harmony. Juggler Jack 
Parker was standard, even though 
he worked from a unicycle, and 
Audrey Palmer was so-so with an 
impressionistic “bat” dance. 
Charles Duo (man and girl) per- 
|'formed some conventional roller 
skating gyrations. 

As an added feature, Givot ex- 
plained the talent was auditioning 
on the show for nitery bookers and 
announced at the close that the 
vocal group had got a job out of 
this one. This might lure some 
good, unknown acts to the program. 
Show was staged in a simuluated 
nitery, which again has been done 
before, with the acts playing be- 
fore a standard curtain. Jerry 
Jerome’s orch handled the music | 
capably. 

Commercials brought back the 
“Wear” and “Tear” characters who 
appeared last year, along with the | 
“Bonny Maid,” Bonafide’s trade- 
mark. Plugs do an adequate sell- 
ing job. Show is packaged by 
Basch Radio & Television (Charlie 
Basch and Frances Scott) and 
directed for NBC by Mark Hawley. 

Stal. 


SUNDAY DATE | 
With Helen Lee, Cavalier Trio with 

Dick Style, Paulette Sisters (4), 

Shirley Levitt, Joe E. Marks | 
| Producer: Jack Caldwell 
| Director: Jac Heins 
|15 Mins.; Sun., 7:15 p.m. 
| Sustaining 
| NBC-TV, from N. Y. 
| “Sunday Date” is a pleasant lit- 
|tle 15-minute musicale, similar in 
format to several other shows now 
'on the air. This one is marked by 
good lighting and production val- | 
ues, which might give it enough | 
punch to retain the early Sunday 
night slotting in the face of antici- 
pated hot competition. “Date” is 
now followed by ‘‘Broadway Spot- 
light,” which is too much like it 
to meet best programming stand- 
ards. “Aldrich Family’ moves into 
the 7:30 p.m. period in a few 
weeks, though, which will break 
the block-booking tieup. 

On the preem (28), the main em- 
phasis was on vocalist Helen Lee, 
and she rated it. Former singer 


| 


| ith both the J 
| Wi oO 1e Jimmy Dors 
Larry Clinton orchs, she’s a foome 
with a good set of pipes, whose 
| forte apparently lies in blues 
| Other talent on the show was good. 
| Dancer Shirley Levitt looked well 
/In an impressionistic number that 
| was highlighted by some fine sha- 
_dow lighting and camera effects 
Paulette Sisters, a vocal quartet. 
handled their two numbers ade. 
quately but would have more im- 
pact if they limited their efforts to 
one tune. Joe E. Marks did a neat 
introduction with a rhythm mono- 
log routine and the Cavalier Trio 
ied by Dick Style, backed the acts 
<apably. 
Other shows like this have se 
ved as good testing grounds for 
new camera and lighting” tricks 
and producer Jack Caldwell] and 
Director Jac Heins evidently plan 
to follow that formula. Stal. 


Tele Followup | 


“Cavalcade of Stars” sponsored 
by the Whelan chain of drug stores 
could be one of the better variety 
shows on video. The talent is cer. 
tainly there and Jack Carter has, 
by now, learned the knack of in- 
tegrating a show and keeping it 
going. However, the  oft-heard 
complaint of the frequent and un- 
imaginative commercials are suf- 
ficient to knock any show off its 
keel. The filmed plugs too often 
break up the mood and the pro- 
gram’s personnel must get started 
again. 

Talent on Saturday’s (27) show 
wasn't hard to take at all. Most 
of the acts did extremely well and 
Carter individually did one of his 
better stints. The Winter Sisters’ 
acrobatics warmed up the set and 
Georgia Gibbs produced a high 
standard of warbling. 

The Brooklynese of Phil Foster 
also registered extremely weli as 
did the comedy antics of the Pitch- 
men. Kathryn Lee did a tasty bit 
of dramatic ballet. In fact as far 
as talent was concerned, the sole 
negative turn was that of the 
Treniers, a strictly jive and bop 
item. 

Under sensible standards of com- 
mercials, this show should have 
hit the upper rungs of audience 
acceptance, but with the pace brok- 
en up so frequently by plugs, it 
wasn’t. 
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" what’s an auto got to do 
with Mrs 


A LOT, sIR—really. 


Please read carefully. It’s a pretty 


thrilly thing: 


It began in May, as many things are 
apt to do. It began with 1,735 personal in- 
terviews for WOR by Pulse, Inc. in auto- 
drivers’ homes. WOR was rather lavish—it 
asked its questions in 12 metropolitan coun- 
ties. Might as well be thorough, thought we. 


We could trample you 


technique usage and a lot of etcetera. But 
that’s all done in a very precise folio called 
“Audience on Wheels” which you may 


have for f-r-e-e, by asking. 


WOR found that there are 1,493,000 
cars on the roads of metropolitan N. Y, 


with radios in them. 


Between the weekday, Mon. thru Fri., 


with facts and 


hours of 7 and 9 AM there are 1,064,800 
people in the cars. Between the hours of 
5 and 7 PM, there are 1,107,000 people. 
That's people! 

During the average weekday % hr., 
‘WOR found 193,300 people listening be- 
,tween 7 and 9 AM and 230,500 people lis- 
tening between 5 and 7 PM. 

And now, the point—MoreE PEOPLE LIs- 
EN TO WOR ON CAR RADIOS DURING THESE 
HOURS THAN LISTEN TO ANY OTHER MAJOR 
SNEW YORK STATION. AS MANY AS 47,500 
WERE FOUND TUNED NIGHTLY TO wor’s 
“NEWS ON THE HUMAN SIDE”’, FOR INSTANCE. 

These facts, Gentlemen, are not to be 


sloughed—they add 


and—Oh, anything. 
Don’t you want 


Our address is 1440 B 








to thousands of chow- 


der sales and candy sales and clothing sales 


to sell a lot more for 


less? It’s a normal thing to do. 


roadway ,in New York. 





' —heard by the most people 
where the most people are 


P.S. Remember—write, or phone, for your 
free copy of “Audience on Wheels.” 
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Kansas City will receive its first television 


test pattern starting September 11th... 


B The BEST in programming October 16th 


@ Simultaneously with the broadcast of the 
first test pattern in Kansas City, The 
Kansas City Star, in co-operation with the 
Electrical Association and TV manu- 
facturers and distributors, opens a gigantic 
three-day TV demonstration in the 
Municipal Auditorium. This closed-circuit 
demonstration will show actual tele- 
vision pictures and acquaint the public 
with the latest and best in TV 
development and reception. 


Represented Nationally 
by 
EDW. PETRY & CO. 








Owned and Operated by 
THE KANSAS CITY STAR COMPANY 
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NBC, CBS 








initely interested in the Chicago- 
originated revue. Despite produc- 
tion values which have attracted 


trade interest, the show carries a 
talent and production nut of only 
$4,500 According to one NBC 
spokesman, the same _ program 
could not be staged in N. Y. for 
less than $7,000 

NBC is also continuing to pitch 
“Black Robe” to the ad agencies 
and their clients. Despite the sor- 
did characters who appear on the 
show. NBC believes it has discov- 
ered a wav of including commer- 
cials by confining them to open- 
ing and closing spots. Then, by 
injecting some kind of humor into 


Continued from page 31 


Packages 














packages as “Studio One,” “God- 
frey and Friends,” “Goldbergs”’ and 
*‘Mama,” will ride along with the 
two best it now has on the air. 
These are “Mr. I. Magination” and 
“Wesley,” both produced by Wor- 


thington Miner, who also does 
“Studio One.’ CBS, in addition, 
is lensing a kinescope audition 


of at least one new house pack- 
age each week. Latest to receive 
the closed-circuit audition is “The 
Cassidys,”’ half-hour domestic com- 
edy series revolving about an 
Irish-American family. 


TIDEWATER SPONSORS 





1 Chi Sponsor Objects To 


‘ . ’ 
Too Much Commercials 
Chicago, Aug. 30. 

Evans Furs, a major Chi radio- 


' 
tele advertiser, has switched its 
overall ad accounts from State 
Advertising to W. B. Doner agency 
after learning the sad lesson that 
TV viewers are demanding some- 
thing better for entertainment 
than straight 30-minute commer- 
cials 

As a result, Evans’ “Fur Fashion 
Parades.” two half-hour shows on 
WGN-TV pitched at housewives on 
a straight selling basis, have been 
cancelled out after four weekly 
appearances. Doner is now build- 
ing a new TV show for Evans, with 
| emphasis “on entertainment that 
will sell fur coats in a more subtle 


the last court case tried, the script 
could swing easily into the com- | 
mercial. 

“Lights Out.” half-hour suspense | 
meller, is now being considered by 
Admiral, and General Foods is 
mulling sponsorship of a project- 
ed half-hour program _ starring 


KGO-TV, 


rights to the 
football games. 
ated Oil will 


Bobby Clark, to be produced by 
NBC in collaboration with Mike 
Todd. Web may drop its “Believe 


It or Not” package but plans to Sept. 


continue on the air with ‘Mixed 
Doubles,” staged in conjunction 


STANFORD GRID TILTS 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
video 
San Francisco, has purchased the tg 
Stanford U. 

Tidewater Associ- 
sponsor 
games played at Palo Alto. 

First grid battle will be played 
17 against 
Included in the lineup this season 
are Harvard and Michigan. 


ABC 


San 


fashion.” 


Another Doner move is the can- 


cellation of WGN’s transcribed 15- 


‘minute “Jim Ameche 
fective Sept. 3, 


WIND for 


outlet in 


home 


; minute strips, 
the eight 


Sunday a.m. 





Jose State. 


Broadcasting Co., will be 





with Carleton Morse, and the Phil- 
adelphia-originated “Nature of. 
Things.” | to 
CBS, which has had little trou- 
ble in selling 


make 
(30) 


“The O’Neills,” 
its TV debut 
| on the DuMont network, is 
such house-built | now set to tee off next Tuesday (6).' by the Plains Broadcasting Co. 


originally due known as 


last night 


formerly 


let. 


Show,” 
and a switchover 
radio advertising. 
Doner is taking several 10 and 15- 
including a 
quarter-hour of music slated for 


ef- 


solid 


Amarillo, Tex. — KAMQ, owned 
and operated by the Top of Texas 


local 


| Mutual affiliate replacing KLYN, 
KVAI 
which becomes the local CBS out- 
KLYN is owned and operated 


and 
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There’s a good reason why so many 
advertisers select WLW first as the vehicle 
to carry new selling appeals. 

For here is a radio station with un- 
equalled facilities —a great station that is 
equipped to provide many extra services 
far beyond simply selling time on the air. 

And here, in WLW-Land, are 330 
counties comprising parts of seven states 
—an area that presents a true cross sec- 
tion of the nation. 


Yes, you'll find that WLW’s Merchan- 
dise-Able Area is an ideal proving ground 
for new advertising campaigns, new 
techniques, new products. And with a 
“know-how” peculiar to its territory — 
plus adequate manpower —The Nation’s 
Station is in a position to help you study 
this market of nearly fourteen million 
people. It can smooth the way in secur- 
ing distribution... gaining dealer co- 
operation... getting consumer reactions. 


oon COD 


If you are planning to launch a new 
advertising campaign or introduce a new | 
product, talk it over first with The 


Nation’s Station. 





SOME WLW EXTRAS” 


People’s Advisory Council 

to determine program preferences and 
for general consumer market studies. 
Consumer’s Foundation 

to determine consumer reaction to prod- 
ucts and packaging. 

Merchandising Departments 

to stimulate dealer cooperation, check 
distribution, report attitudes, ete, 

Test Stores 

to check potential buying responses, 
effect of new packaging, displays, ete. 
Buy Way 

monthly merchandising newspaper for 
retailers and wholesalers, 














THE NATION'S MOST MERCHANDISE ABLE STATION 


| WPIX TIES IN WITH 


‘Chi TV Originations 


| N.Y. CITY TV UNIT Becoming the Vogue: 


| N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX this 
week became the first television 
station in the metropolitan area to 


collaborate with New York City’s | 


new teie production unit. Station 
signed to carry a series of semi- 
monthly programs, titled “This Is 
Your City,” starting Sept. 8 at 8:15 
p.m. Shows are being staged by 
the city as a public service ven- 
ture. 

Programs, each running 45 min- 
utes, will cover all phases of mu- 
nicipal government, taking the pub- 
lic behind the scenes in the various 
city departments. Initialer, on 
housing, will originate from a 
WPIX studio. Other shows on oc- 
casion will be staged at the city’s 
studio, now building on Park ave- 
nue, or from remote locations, such 
as a hospital or police station. 
Both film and live productions are 
to be presented. 

City’s TV production unit is 
headed up by Clifford Evans. 


Channel Shifts 


Continued from page 30 jaa 


























tain to use as a site for a 562-foot 
antenna to cover the large rural 
area in the Piedmont district. Un- 
der the new allocations, it said, the 
Commission proposes a separation 


| sonal 


of 110 miles between stations on | 


adjacent channels, but Greensboro 


jis only 85 miles from Charlotte, | 


and will cause it interference. 


The station also objected to the | 


DuMont’s Morgan Show 


Chicago, Aug. 30. 

DuMont’s first Chi-originated 
network show starts Sept. 5 with 
pianist Al Morgan 88ing the 30. 
minute production out of WGN- 
TV. Stromberg-Carlson wil] retain 
the local sponsorship, with Mor- 
gan, now on his second 13-week 
run with WGN-TV, being sold on 
a co-op basis to each of the 10 Du- 
Mont outlets. 

Further feature of the deal is 
DuMont’s idea of teletranscribing 
the show in New York and ped- 
dling it to non-interconnected out. 
lets on the same open-end basis 
with local sponsors paying the 
freight at each station. 

Frank J. Hogan, who booked 
Morgan originally into Helsings’ 
Vodvil Lounge here, from where 
the pianist made his big TV splash 
is in New York this week to handle 
eight sides being cut by Morgan 
for London diskery. Hogan has 
been pushing hard for the TV net- 
work angle, figuring on Morgan's 
sock appeal for records and per- 
appearances, once eastern 
viewers get a gander at his style. 

Hogan is likewise lining theatre 
appearances on his N. Y. junket. 





Kansas City, Mo. — WDAF-TY, 
owned and operated by the Kansas 
City Star, launches regular com- 
mercial operations Oct. 16, with 
test patterns teeing off Sept. 11, 
Station has set a program schedule 


proposed use of channel 4 at Co-/ of four hours nightly, seven nights 


lumbia, S. C., which is 85 miles | 


break into a substantial part of | 
WBTV’s audience to the south. It| 
therefore requested that channel 4/| 
be deleted from the proposed Co-| 
lumbia allocation, which provides | 
three VHF stations. | 
WBTYV also declares that the pro- | 
posed use of its channel in Rich- 
mond, Chattanooga and Savanah, | 
which are 200 to 250 miles from 
Charlotte, will interfere with its) 
service area. 
mended that the Commission per- | 
mit the use of off-set carried agree- | 
ments between WBTV and the sta- 
tions which would be given the pro- 
posed co-channel assignments to 
reduce interference all around. 


Hey, Sub 


Continued from page 29 





























| has been greatly diminished by the 
|establishment last year of its own 
‘station. During the war, it said, 
there was not more than one sta- | 
‘tion in any city in Alaska. Now 
there are three in Anchorage, two 
in Fairbanks, one each in Juneau, 
| Ketchikan and Seward, and one to | 
_be established in Sitka. | 
_ In addition, said KFRB, the 
Army had no stations of its own 
during the war but relied on the 
commercial stations to broadcast 
AFRS programs. Since 1945, FCC 
was told, the Army has established 
stations in most areas and is now 
completing outlets at Ladd Field 
and Elison Field, both of which are 
near Fairbanks. The Army is ex- 
pected to have its stations in opera- 
tion next month, according to 
/KFRB, and will remove all AFRS 
programs from the commercial out- 
lets. 
In view of the fact that applica- 
tions for clear channels are frozen | 
pending a determination of policy, | 
KFRB- contended that KFAR 
“should be willing to take its 
chances with all other qualified ap- | 
plicants for clear channel operation 
if the Commission decides that it 
is in the public interest to break 
down 660 ke or any other clear 
channel. If KFAR believes that the 
public interest would be served by 
the establishment of a clear chan- 
nel station at Fairbanks, it can file 
a regular application after the 
Commission's decision has been | 
made on the entire question.” 





Draper Lewis Wedding 


Frankfurt, Aug. 30. 


Draper Lewis. formerly with 


| CBS’ program writing department. 


/and Gloria Dapper, 
| Minn., to be married here Sept. 3 


} 


of Faribault, 
Both Lewis and Miss Dapper 
are currently with the production 


| Staff of the American Forces Net- 
work. 


They will 


v return to New 
York in December. 





_ Greensboro, N. C.—WIFM, EI- 
kin’s first radio station, made its 
first appearance on the air Aug. 
10 with four hours of programs 
Saluting the grand opening. 


It therefore recom- | : 


a week and plans to air kinescoped 


away, and which, it asserts, would} shows from all four networks. 
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The Texas Rangers, stars of 
stage, screen, radio and tele- 
vision, early this summer 
made a personal appear- 
ance tour in the Midwest. 
They are pictured here in 
Oklahoma City, when they 
were commissioned honor- 
ary Colonels of the State of 
Oklahoma by Governor 
Roy J. Turner. 


The Texas Rangers tran- 
scriptions, used on scores 
of stations from coast to 
coast, have achieved Hoop- 
eratings as high as 27.4. 


Advertisers and stations 
—ask about our new 
sales plan! 


Wire, write or phone 


* 
ARTHUR B. CHURCH 
Productions 


KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI 


— 


So 
AT LIBERTY, beginning today. 
Fat Old man. Writes and speaks 
American. Has Tux and Stop 
watch. Also, typewriter at home- 
Specialties—Radio dreaming an 
execution—1 to 120 minutes— 
to 1000 times weekly. Crack-of- 
dawn rehearsals welcomed. Also 
doubles in Plans, Publicity, De- 
tails. Agency Experience—W! 
good ones. A complete job in one 
man. Why wait? Phone LExing- 
ton 2-1636, any time excep 
Thursday am. If my wife 

















answers, don’t let her snub you. 
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oints up the proceedings with his | 
quiet but cogent questioning. He 
introduces each guest with a help- 
ful, thumbnail description of physi- 
cal appearance and working back- 
round and then into the interview. 

Included Kate Aitken, director 
of women’s activities at the current 
Canadian National Exhibition; Dave 
Hutchison, publicist of the Bell 
Telephone Co., on the _ trouble 
switchboard girls have with quiz 
program contestants; Geri Snider- 
man, dress designer, on forthcom- 
jng trends; and Josh White, folk- 
song singer (and strangely no men- 
tion of “One Meatball”). 

With two men and two women, in- 
terview program was well-balanced, 
with time wisely varied and greater 
part of the gabfest commendably | 
given over to Josh White. Program | 
is pleasantly informal and informa- 
tive; but opening would be more 
advantageous with even a fanfare 
plus the separate interviews liv- 
ened up by short musical bridges. | 

McStay. 


ree 
SONGS TO CHEER 
With Nancy Evans, Jack Kelly | 
orch, Marty Hogan, emcee; all 
Harmon, announcer 
Producer-director: Bob Platt 
15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 7:30 p. m. 
PATRICK HENRY BEER 
WCFL, Chicago 
(Carroll Dean Murphy) 
Nancy Evans was the whole show | 
in this one, which depends on | 
sparking by guest stars to make | 
it worthwhile listening. Miss | 
Evans warbled nicely through | 
“There’s Yes, Yes in Your Eyes,” 
“Lover’s Gold” and “Blue Skies,” 
flashing a lilting tease of a voice 
that was built just right for radio. 
Disker Marty Hogan did the em- 
cee chores and showed the effect 
of too many radio shows per week, 
His style apparently goes better on 
solo stints, since his chatter with 
Miss Evans sounded rushed and 
improvised. Jack Kelly orch did 
a good job of backing. 
Commercials, sprit by Hogan and 
announcer Bill Harmon, were ¢a- 
pably handled. It’s good listening 
as long as the music is on, but a 
more suave job of emceeing would 
be in order Mart. 


PEOPLE’S POETRY - 

With Herb Newcomb 
Producer-Director: Robert White 
15 Mins., Sun., 9:45 p.m. 

WENR, Chicago 

WENR goes after stay-at-homes, 
culture vultures and lovers of folk- 
siness in this once-weekly series of 
poetry read dramatically by Herb 
Newcomb. Studio orch and records 
create an intrepretive background 
for each selection. 

On show caught, Newcomb did a 
varied dramatic reading of poems 
ranging from war themes to pas- 
torals. | Except for one flaw, when 
a musical bit from a record was 
overplayed, Newcomb slipped eas- 
ily from one mood to another with 
no jolting transitions. He showed 
an adaptive voice and some skill in 
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star John Garfield and show’s reg- | 


ular thesper-emcee Basil Rathbone 
undoubtedly snared a fair slice of 
dialers on the strength of their 
names. However, despite their vali- 
ant efforts in portraying a criminal] 
psychologist and a young doctor. 
respectively, the airer differed lit- 
tle fram a flock of other mediocre 
detective yarns cluttering up the 
kilocycles. Author John Roeburt 
strained for a plot twist in his “In- 
tent to Kill,” but most mystery fans 
probably had little difficulty in an- 
ticipating the denouement. 





| Sponsors Wrapped Up 
| For 3 KPIX Programs 


San Francisco, Aug. 30. 

KPIX has sold three TV pro- 
grams. Sherman Clay and Co. wiil 
sponsor the 15-minute “Music Al- 
bum,” a program pitched for Ham- 
mond Organ demonstration, with 
that instrument used during pro- 
fram as accompaniment for pop 
and classical numbers. 

Henry J. Kaiser Motors has 
bought a man-on-the-street  in- 
terview program utilizing the 
Kaiser automobile as background. 

Don Gilmore, Frisco Chevrolet 
dealer, has bought one of the most 
popular TV half-hours at KPIX, 
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nels for television, permitting sev- 
eral thousand stations. 

The plan makes allocations for 
over 1,000 stations in the 326 
largest cities. It is based on a 
200-mile separation of metropoli- 
tan stations on the same channel 

CBS told the Commission it sup- 
ports the policy of a master allo- 
cation plant, but believes that 
widespread mixing of VHF and 
UHF in the same communities is 
unsound and should be eliminated 
wherever it can possibly be done 

TBA, which also supported the 


UHF To VHF 
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television. Opposing intermixing 
as “undesirable,” the association 
recommended that the entire UHF 
band be asigned to commercial 
video. 

In a brief filed by the Federal 
Communications Bar Assn., the 
legality of the allocation table as 
a hard and fast procedure for con- 
sidering station applications was 
challenged Adherence to the 
table, said FCBA, denies applicants 
the right to be heard on the merits 
of their applications, impedes or- 
derly and judicious review of Com- 


merly of the WELD-FM staff, has 
joined the continuity department will use live and sound on film cated to 


of WCOL. commercials. 


Columbus — Pauline Bailey, for- 


‘“Share-a-Charade,” 
Hunter. This Sunday evening show 


starring Rub) master plan concept, 


each of 


minimum of four stations be allo- 
the principal 
‘cities to maintain competition in: by Congress. 


urged that a 
efficient and equitable 


tion of radio service” 











catching the keynote of the selec- 
tions. 
F ‘This is good mood stuff, deriving | 
irom but considerably higher than 
an Eddie Guest session. If WENR | 
hasn't over-estimated its audience | 
1.Q., the program might well catch 
on as an oasis of peace among) 
noisier Sunday night shows. 
Mart. 


TO THE LADIES 
With Ellis Barrett 
55 Mins., Mon.-thru-Sat., 10:05 a.m. 
WPTR, Albany 

One of the programs on this 50.- 
000-watter backboned by music 
ibrary and teletype, “To the 

Ladies” is moderately listenable. 
Format of recordings spaced by } 
news oddities is maintained by a 
new conductor, Ellis Barrett, who 
formerly held a post in the radio 
Promotion of the Providence (R. 1.) 

ible Institute. Aside from fact 
that the music is selected with an 
eye to permitting continuance of 
chores by housewives, show is not 

Particularly slanted toward 
femmes. 

: Barrett possesses one of the best 
Voices in Albany radio — deep. 
resonant and masculine. His tone. 
and approach lean in the direction 
of the formal. Possibly a more | 
flexible and intimate approach 
Would be helpful. Barrett skillfully 
uses the news oddities as a bridge 
and sometimes as a cue for the | 
next number, Occasional inclusion 
Of area items or angles might give 

roader appeal. Jaco. 

Aaa n es) — > 
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tra, tales of Fatima,” half-hour 
a anscribed drama series, dusted off 

— mystery format in its CBS 
td Saturday night (27). Guest 
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THE FOOD MAGICIAN 

featuring Osborne Putnam Stearns 
WMAQ, Chicago 

(12:15-12:45 PM Monday-Friday) 

Available on Participation Basis 


In two years Stearns pulled 103,265 
pieces of mail 
Recipe booklet offer pulled 6,000 requests 
Monthly merchandising paper to 
6,100 retail grocers 
Sponsored for 157 consecutive weeks 
Music and travel talk blended with 
unique dishes . 
Tremendous personality and charm 


$75 per participation 
$350 for five per week 


LEIF EID AND THE NEWS 
WRC, Washington 


(6:05-6:15 PM Monday-Saturday) 


Available as a Program 


Distinguished analyst and commentator 

Chief NBC Washington News Bureau 

Former N. Y. Times reporter and 
Pulitzer scholarship holder 

Called “excellent, terse and construc- 
tive’ by former Federal Reserve 
Chairman 

Top-rated program at this how 

Best news time in nation’s most lt 
conscious city 
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THE BOB BENDER SPORTS SHOW 
WGY, Schenectady 


(6:30-6:45 PM Monday-Saturday) 
(6:15-6:30 PM Saturday) 
Available on Participation Basis 


Top-rated sportscaster in tri-cities 
Bender used to write Bill Stern’s show 
Was assistant to NBC’s Director 
of Sports 
Former play-by-play commentator: 
Junior World Series 
Southern Conference Football 
All commercials receive special, tailor- 
made lead-in by Bender 


$70 per announcement 


LES WEELANS AND HIS PIANO 
KOA, Denver 


8:45-9:00 AM Tuesday and Thursday) 
‘or Tuesday, Thursday aud Saturday) 


Available as a Program 


Known locally as “Denver's keyboard 
wizard” 

Weelans an established musical director 

Plays popular songs and old-favorite 
requests 

Precedes NBC’s “Marriage for Two” 

Sponsored by local furniture dealer 
3 days per week 

Only $121 for three 

| pi ograms per week 








NBC SPOT SHOWCASE 





MODERN FARMER with Jim Chapman 
WTAM, Cleveland 


(6:00-6:45 AM Monday-Saturday) 


Available as a Package 


Twelve years a radio farm expert 

Chapman was War Food Administration 
official 

Features news summary, livestock 
reports, interviews 

Four announcements pulled 4,128 
requests for calendars 

Directly traceable sales for 21 week 
period: $22,000 

WTAM covers more Northern Ohio farm 
counties than any other station 


$330 per week for six quarter-hours 


Complete presentations on each 
of these successful radio pro- 
grams covering program format, 
ratings, adjacencies and compe- 
tition, specific success stories, 
are yours for the asking. Just 
cali your NBC Spot salesman: 


ane 


in New York—Circle 7-8300 
in Chicago — Superior 7-8300 
in Cleveland —Cherry 0942 
- in Hollywood —Hollywood 9-616} 
- jy San Franciseo—Greystone 4-8700 


a as 4 


Your NBC Spot Salesman has dozens 
of similar radio shows to select from... 
just the right one for your client. 


NBC SPOT SALES 


representing radio stations: 


WHEE « 6 © © 8 @ New York 
WMAQ . 2. « « « « « Chicago 
Wem «2 &@ a * © * leveland 


WRE . « « «© « ©» « Washington 


KNBC es « @© ¢ See Frente 


ROA . s+ «6's 6 6 & = Cee 


WGY ae a a Schenectady 





mission action, and prevents “fair, 
distribu- 
as required 
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though the popular story series on 
which the program was based did 
have such a character. More than 
three times as many girls as boys 
voted that there should have been 
a woman in the story. 

The presence of young children 
in “he-man” adventure stories us- 
ually great appeal for girls, 
but ‘is not pleasing to boys. This 
is particularly true if they are por- 
trayed as so young that they are 
helpless when placed in dangerous 
situations Boys old enough to 
take part in the adventure, how- 
ever, are frequently well liked as 
characters. 

Bringing songs or music into ad- 
venture stories is also customarily 
more appealing to girls than to 
boys. There are cases where this 
has been done in which that part 
of the show was the high liking 
point of the show for girls but 
the low point of liking among boys. 

Girls are more sensitive to rough 
scenes, and especially to actual or 
implied brutality, than boys are. 
Girls particularly dislike any sug- 
gestion of cruelty to animals. In 
one leading program extensively 
tested by the Schwerin System, the 
two most disliked sequences were 











has 


of this kind. In one, the heavy 
killed an animal to get blood to 
spread around so that he could 


fake a murder setup. In the other, 
two crooks discussed a plan for 
killing a watchdog. Girls’ liking 
dropped off violently each time. 
In addition to finding whether 
juvenile programs appeal more to 
boys or to girls, the Schwerin Sys- 


tem examines their age group ap-,| 


peal even more closely than that 
ot adult shows. Children’s liking 
scores are usually studied year by 
year to see at what age the show 
reaches its peak appeal. When 
this peak is found to be at too 
young an age, this signals the need 
for corrective changes that will in- 
crease the show’s interest for old- 
er children. 


Kids Sharp Critics . 
In most cases, children seem 
quicker to catch plot flaws than 


adults. They have sharp ears for 
Se eee 


Schwerin On Jive Shows 


Jontinued from page 28 


ity. 

















spotting inconsistencies or impos- 
sibilities in a story, and such 
faults will adversely affect their 
liking for the program. 

Beyond that, credibility is espe- 
cially important in putting together 
juvenile programs. The mood of 
such a show does not have to be 
realistic, but, once the mood is 
established, any departure from 
its own internal set of rules will 
prove costiy. Thus, on various 
shows tested by the Schwerin Sys- 
tem, some exploits assigned to an- 
imals have created high interest, 
while others have lost interest be- 
cause the children didn’t believe 
that any animal could possibly per- 
form these exploits. For example, 
an animal warning its master or 
going for help may create high 
interest; but belief and liking went 
down when an animal was sup- 
posed to have dug up a hidden 
cache of gold. 

In determining the mood of a 
juvenile adventure program, a key 
question to answer is whether hero 
or setting is the center of inter- 
est. The answer, of course, is not 
the same for all shows. If the 
hero is the focus, too much empha- 
sis on scene-settings and too much 
stress on odd and colorful locales 
may actually weaken interest. If 
the setting interests young listen- 
ers most, the hero can often be 
absent from the scene for consid- 
erable stretches, and there can be 
more time devoted to narration. 
The true mood of a program is 
not automatically identifiable, but 
it becomes clear in testing. 


Too much narration, by the way, | 


can be just as disruptive of mood 
on juvenile shows as on adult pro- 
grams. In the case of one major 
youngster’s show tested, episodes 
having about a fifth of the total 


story time devoted to narration 


scored eight liking points higher 
than those which devoted a third 
of their story time to narration. 

| One final point that has come 
out of the Schwerin System’s 
qualitative testing of children’s 
shows should also be mentioned 
here. It concerns over-complex- 
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HINT! WE USED 
TO BE WTAQ 


SIMPLE QUIZ QUESTION 
‘for SMART AGENLIES... 


This is a fault that should 


especially be guarded against. 
There is no surer way of getting 
children to lose interest than by 
bringing in an unnecessarily large 


‘number of characters or too much 
/subplot material. 


One animal fan- 
tasy tested had a low liking score 


among children, but the young peo- , 


ple voted that they liked nearly 
all the animal characters better 
than they liked the story. The 
animal characters the children said 
they didn’t like were involved in 
scenes that had nothing to do with 
the main thread of the story. 
Clearly, cutting down on the num- 
ber of these characters and stick- 
ing to one simple story line would 
have raised liking substantially. 
To sum up, the Schwerin tests 
have shown that producing good 
juvenile programs is at least as 
hard, and perhaps harder, than 


,} turning out adult programs of real 


quality. Those concerned with 
such shows must stick close to cer- 
tain basic rules—and departure 
from those rules is apt to prove 
even more costly than when con- 
structing radio fare for grownups. 


| ABC To Move 
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the FCC action, which may possi- 
bly determine immediate court re- 
sponse, is the fact that only a bare 
quorum of the Commission voted 
on the giveaway issue. Of the 
‘seven members of the agency, only 
four voted, one dissenting. Com- 
missioners Paul Walker, George 
Sterling and Edward Webster were 
in the affirmative. Commissioner 
Frieda Hennock voted in the nega- 


| tive. 


It is generally conceded that if 
all members had voted, the out- 
come would have been much closer. 
Commissioner Robert Jones is 
known to have been against the 
majority action. He was ill at his 
home the day (18) his fellow com- 
missioners took a vote at their 
regular weekly meeting. If the 
vote had been taken the next day, 
when Commissioner Jones was at 
his office, the decision would have 
been three to two. 

Chairman Wayne Coy, who re- 
turned to Washington last week 
after several months in Europe on 
international communications mat- 
ters, is believed to have favored the 
ban on giveaways. During the oral 
arguments iast October on the pro- 
posed rules, he indicated, in ques- 
tioning Bruce Bromley, lottery ex- 
pert for ABC, that he was not im- 
pressed with claims that ‘‘skill’’ was 
involved in identifying the mystery 
tune on “Stop the Music.” 

Commissioner Rosel Hyde, who 


‘has been on vacation in Idaho for 


several weeks, was reportedly “on 


| the fence” with regard to the give- 


aways. 

Had all the members been pres- 
ent, it is probable that the decision 
would have been at least 4-3 and 
possibly 5-2. 

The 3-1 vote, according to some 


lawyers, will weigh heavily before 
|} a court. 


Among opponents of the 
FCC ban, the vote has been alluded 
to as evidence of arbitrary action 
by the regulatory agency. Among 
defenders of the Commission, the 


| opinion has been expressed that a 


| full vote would have been more 
| conclusive. 
Chairman Edwin Johnson (D- 


Colo.) of the Senate Committee on 
Interstate & Foreign Commerce, 
while applauding the voting ma- 
jority for “courageous action” in 
banning the shows, told the Senate 
last week he regretted that seven 


. ° % ° 
commissioners did not join as a. 
unit in abolishing “this cheap clap- | 


trap which lowers the Standing of 
radio.” Similar sentiments were ex- 
pressed editorially in the Washing- 
ton Post. . 





U. OF DENVER’S KLZ 
‘WESTWARD AMERICA’ 


Denver, Aug 30. 

With the United States National 
3ank of Denve) bankrolling, the 
University of Denver starts a week- 
ly drama series Sunday 
KLZ, the local outlet. — 
tagged “Westward 
will dramatize key 
history of the west. 


(4) on 
Show is 
America” and 
events in the 


All-live package will be produced 
by the university which will use 
the alrer as a means of showcasing 
talents of its | niversity Radio- 


Theatre. Script will be handled by 
Albert N Williams and Myron 
Smith Directing the series will 


be Williams, 


ev R. Russell Porter and 
Noel Jordan. 





| vention. 


| without regard for the high moral 


l try. 
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ager Edith Dick said that because of greater demands for Spanish lan. 
guage programs, WWRL will now carry 32 hours weekly in Spanish as 
against the present 26....ABC, in a move to further its integration of 
AM and TV operations, this week named Charles (“Bud”) Barry i 
veepee in charge of programs for both radio and television. J, Donald 
Wilson at the same time was named veepee and national director of 
network shows Casandra (Sandy) Sinclair, secretary to CBS prez 
Frank Stanton for the past 13 years, resigning. She’s marrying Charles 
Brick (non-radio) in a couple of weeks Is “Telephone Hour” moving 
from NBC to CBS? Howard Meighan back from Hollywood With 
final blueprint for CBS Coast setup. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


Bing Crosby will be back with his old alma mater, the Thompson 
agency, but only on a brief call. He has taken a booking on Lux Radio 
Theatre Sept. 26 with his picture, “Emperor Waltz”....Coca-Cola wil] 
splash Edgar Bergen and his dummies on billboards across the country 
to whip up an audience for his takeoff on CBS Marvin Miller sweat. 
ed out 100 transcribed spots for Grove Laboratories while Charles 
Claggett of the Gardner agency ground out the copy Tom Luckenbill 
bounced into town for the audition of Jimmy Durante’s new story line 
format and to be around for Bob Hawk’s first flight of the season .. 
Ralph Edwards kinescoped a show for unveiling of Omaha’s WOW-Ty 
at request of John Gillen, whose spot he filled when the station prexy 
was hospitalized with a heart attack Hal Carlock, who used to plant 
plugs for radio shows, is now hustling ads for Christian Science Monitor 

Jack Wyatt and Arthur Fatt of the Gray agency and Ben Katz, 
prexy of Gruen, in town to set up the commercials for the watchmaker, 
which sponsors half of NBC’s “Hollywood Calling” starting Sept. 4 
Franklin Pulaski shifting his base here after an Army film stint to res 
sume his announcing career Lou Cowan due in this week from N.Y, 

Cal Kuhl passing a week with his family and returns to N.Y. and 
his TV duties at Thompson after Labor Day....Associated Oil, which 
sponsors the Coast Conference football games, has bought time on 100 
stations in the seven western states and Hawaii Art Marquette 
around for filming of Roy Rogers TV spots for Quaker Oats, 


IN CHICAGO... 


Bill Halligan, Jr., appointed communications sales manager of Halli- 
|erafter Co.....WCFL chief engineer Charlie Willett back from Kansas 
City trip....Blue Cross and Blue Shield named Frederick, Franz & 
MacCowan agency to handle its radio program. ...NBC flack John Keys 
to Indianapolis to set up publicity splurge....ABC veepee John Norton 
and WENR manager Roy McLaughlin took part in Morris B. Sachs 
celebration of its 15th year on radio with the “Amateur Hour”.. 
| WBBM producer Bev Dean at Green Lake, Wis., for international re 
ligious education meet. Dean will conduct a radio workshop there... 
John H. Kelly, copy director of Roche, Williams & Cleary agency, 
boosted to veepee ...WCFL singer Nancy Evans held on for additional 
week on “Songs To Cheer’. WBBM engineer Art Maus boasting a 
new son Columnist Sheila Daly guested by Hank Grant on his WGN 
teenage show Schwimmer & Scott agency appointed to handle Helz- 
berg’s chain jewelry account in Kansas City....WBBM staffer Virginia 
Pleo married to Vincent Dexter Aug. 29. 

Nielsen Radio Index sold to Mars, Inc., for two years by A. C. Nielsen 

WOAK (FM) airing the United Nations Story, besides the U. N. 

“Little Songs’’. 
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cat inn ee STUDY GANOVA 


AMERICA’S NO. 1 
COMEDIENNE 


quor interests have attempted to 
foist the liquor habit on the entire 
population of this country by try- 
ing to foster the idea that liquor 
is traditional in the American way 
of life.”’ 

Broadcasting of liquor ads will 
“assure” the Congressional legis- 
lation proposed by Bryson, Mrs. 
D. Leigh Colvin, president of the 
Temperance Union, told the con- 
“The liquor’ industry's 
plan to use radio is vicious and 





standard of the American home, 
and contrary to the best American 
interests.” Mrs. Colvin read a let- 

















ter of support from Senator Ed- 
ward C. Johnson, of Colorado. 
e | 
| Junkin | 
amas Continued from page 27 ——! WM. H. KING 
ized as an experimental theatre Personal Management 


for trying out new techniques and 
plots, feeling being that there’s an 
entire new field of writers to be 
tapped. 

Tour would also be in line with 
NBC’s thinking in building up 
Junkin as a successor to Fletcher | 
Markle and Norman Corwin as a. 
standout personality, and give web 
a valuable entre into schools and 
universities throughout the coun- 


A. S. LYONS 
177 S. Beverly Dr. 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 











Because of the “Playhouse” 
series, Junkin has come into con- 


siderable critical acclaim lately, 














Detroit—Directors of WJIR, The 
Goodwill Station, Inc., have voted 
a dividend of 10c a share to be 
paid Sept. 14 to shareholders of 
record at the close of biz Sept. 7, 
according to chairman of the board 
George A. Richards. 
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Tele Chatter 








New York 


Jim Jordan, Jr., son of Jim and | 


Marion Jordan (radio’s “Fibber 
McGee & Molly”), returns to the | 
Coast Nov. 15 as a staff producer | 
for NBC's KNBH, after training 
for the last several months at 
WNBT here... Columbia Univ.’s 
School of General Studies offering 
95 courses in radio and TV during 
the coming year under the super- 
vision of Erik Barnouw, prez of 
the Radio Writers Guild and as- 
sistant professor of English at Co- 
lumbia . . . “Goldbergs” will use 
the same scripts for both their 
radio and television versions this 
year, with the scripts being edited 
for radio only enough to clarify 
scenes in the absence of sight... 
DuMont setting up a new spot 
sales department because of an in- 
creased volume of business, with 
Halsey V. Barrett and Martin P. 
Harrison heading up the depart- 
ment ... William North Jayme 
adapting the late Gertrude Stein’s 
“Yes Is for a Very Young Man” 
for TV_ production. Play was 
staged in N. Y. this summer by 
Off Broadway, Inc. . WNBT 
ordered the new INS Projectall, 
which provides a new system of 
news’. transmission Dave 
Forester, former orch conductor 
on the Red Skelton radio show, in 
N. Y. from the Coast with a kine 
print of his new video show, which 
features his 46-piece orch and 
soloists Danny Scholl and Betty 
Jaynes William A. Cornish, 
formerly with the DuMont web, 
named to the TV sales staff of 
Edward Petry & Co..... John F. 
Dickinson, former eastern sales 
rep of Paramount Television Pro- 
ductions, joined Harrison, Righter 
& Parsons aS‘an account exec in 
N. Y. Carroll R. Layman, former 
time salesman for ABC-TV, ap- 
— a sales rep for the Chi of- 
ice of the recently-formed TV sta- 
tion rep outfit . Mel Gold re-| 
nominated as prez of the National | 
Television Film Council along 
with all incumbent officers, in- 
eluding William S. Roach as vee- 


pee, Sally Perle as secretary and 
Ed Evans, treasurer. 


Hollywood 


United Artists tele department 
has purchased 17 shorts trom W. 
Lee Wilder which will be peddled 
to television stations. Series is 
titled “America Sings.” Each film 
runs nine minutes. Films feature 
glee clubs, church choirs and 
soloists KTLA’s “Time For 
Beany” will be sponsored by 
Budget-Pac; “‘Man’s Best Friend” 
by Dr. Ross Dog Food and Sunday 
feature picture by four Chrysler 
dealers Jay Stewart’s “Fun 
Fair” will be telensed weekly by 
KECA-TV, starting Sunday, Sept. 
18. Show will be kinescoped at 
that time for ABC-TV network 
beaming the following week. “Fair” 
will also be transcribed simultane- 
ously for airing over ABC web, 
coast to coast, on the following 
Saturday ... Marvin Miller inked 
to narrate series of Ford com- 
mercial films for tele being pro- 
duced by United Productions of 
America “Queenie Smith 
Show” has been Cinemascoped at 
KLAC-TV by Mini-Films. Initialer 
in proposed series was an adapta- 
tion of “Joan of Are” featuring 
Juve thesps between six and 16 
years of age ... Five Star Produe- 
tions is rolling five one-minute 
film commercials for Log Cabin 
Bread . . . Don Sharpe tele pack- 
age, “One False Step,” was Cine- 
mascoped at KLAC-TV last week. 
Jane Wyatt handled the lead role. 
John Larkin directed. 
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It’s Johnson | 


Continued from page 31 ===<J 
“more significant.” Stanton had 
stated that converters for CBS 
color would cost $75 if produced 
on a mass basis, but that handmade 
models would cost many times 
more, 

The Commissioner said he was 
not concerned with “whether the 














/CBS system ultimately is adopted, 


or if it is one of several systems 


| “adamant” in his 


RADIO-TELEVISION 4! 





adopted,” but that he was 


determination 
that no color television system is 


rejected because it is inadequately | 


Presented by those who could have 
made a proper showing.” 
remark carried the implication that 
the Commission may license both 
the CBS and RCA systems and pos- 
sibly a third system. 

Jones’ letter was ostensibly a re- 
ply to a lengthy communication 
from Stanton outlining CBS’ 
achievements and activities in the 
color field. Stanton strongly pro- 
tested implications Jones had made 
that CBS “has not done its proper 
part” in color video. This, Stanton 
sald, 1S “entirely unfounded and 
unfair.” On the contrary, he said. 
CBS virtually created the art, and 
contributed more to it than “all 
the rest of the industry combined.” 
Yesterday (Mon.) the Commis- 
sion followed up the Jones-Stanton 
exchange with requests to CBS, 
RCA and Color Television, Inc., of 
San Francisco, which has a “line 
sequential” system, to provide “‘as 
large a number of receivers as 
possible” to demonstrate their svs- 
tems at the September hearings. 
Acting chairman Paul Walker ad- 
vised the companies that FCC is 
“most anxious” that color de- 
velopers present “the most com- 
plete tests and demonstrations pos- 
sible.” 


Today (Tues.) Walker again re- 
quested RCA and CBS to file by 
Sept. 6 supplemental engineering 
information concerning their color 
systems, including data on stand- 
ards, receiver characteristics, and 
compatibility. The request was 
made to provide opportunity to 
other companies and Commission 
engineers to check the RCA and 
CBS systems. 

A sobering note was introduced 
into the situation by Philco Corp. 
in submitting its formal comments 
on the color question. “The very 
future of the television industry is 
at stake,” the company warned, in 
what the FCC decides. Pointing 
out that 100 companies, directly 
employing 50,000 persons, are now 


engaged in producing sets, the firm | 
said the ultimate decision will de- | 


termine whether the industry can 
go ahead or be forced to “drastic- 
ally retrench all along the line.” 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES - 








Dallas—The Jackson Brewing 
Co., of New Orleans, is sponsoring 
what is said to be the south’s own 
big radio network show which is 
heard each Saturday night for a 
half-hour broadcast from Holly- 
wood. Series is for Jax Beer and 
stars Eddie Arnold, the Duke of 
Paducah, Guy Willis and his Okla- 
homa Wranglers, Ann Ford & Jack 
& Jill, Dennie, Dill & Annie 
Laurie and a host of other stars 
Airings are heard locally through 
KRLD. 


El Paso—Overtures have been 
made to the Mutual network by 
XELO, Juarez, Mexico, across the 
border from here, for affiliation to 
replace KSET, local outlet which 
was local Mutual affiliate until it 
went off the air due to economic 
difficulties. XELO operates on 800 
kilocycles with a power of 150,000 
watts. 


Boston — Marie H. Houlahan, 
WEEI’s public relations director, 
is spending the first week of her 
three-week vacation heading a 
group of New England Women’s 
Press Assn. members at a Jour- 
nalism Seminar at Bowdoin College 
This is Miss Houlahan’s second 
term as president of the associa- 
tion. 


Pittsburgh — Armand Lombardi 


has joined the office staff of 
WCAE, replacing Hal Ohnsman, 
who resigned Label for Ray 
Schneider’s two-hour disk show on 
WWSW every morning is “Sweet- 
est Music on Record” Joe 
Tucker signed again to do the play- 
by-play accounts of Steelers’ pro 
football games with Bob Prince 
spieling the commercials for 
Atlantic Refining and the color 
stuff Al Marsico’s  beer-spon- 
sored half hour musical, Memory 
Time, returns to KDKA next week 
after a two-month summer hiatus 

Otto Krenn has resigned from 
WPGH announcing staff to join the 
promotion department of Pitts- 
burgh Press, Scripps-Howard daily. 





Columbus — Bill Brabhson, staff 
announcer and disk jockey for 
WVKO. citv’e sole FM station, re- 


signed on short notice last week 
and took off with his brother, Harry, 
for the interior of Brazil on an oil 
exploration deal. 


San Antonio—Nutrena Mills will 
sponsor Henry Howell's “Market 
Reports” heard over WOAT here on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays for a 
quarter-hour for a total of 104 
broadeasts. Series will be heard 
from Sept. 6 through Aug. 31, 1950. 
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cratic expression of their needs as 
any other members of the 4A's’ 
branches.” It was also stressed 
that the primary consideration is 
not what the TA may do to AFRA 
or to other branches but “taking 
eare of the needs of the per- 
formers.” 

Clayton “Bud” Collier was given 
another term as prez and the slate 
of five veepees also reelected, 
Harry VonZell was named treas- 
urer and Nellie Booth of St. Louis 
recording secretary. 

On the political front the con- 
vention lashed out at the Taft- 
Hartley act. “An unholy coalition 
thwarted a clear mandate given by 
the American voters in the last 
election,” Heller charged in a re- 
view of the labor law situation. 
“But 1950 will see the issue joined. 
All the forces of the AFL, united 
behind Labor’s League for Po- 
litical Education, are determined 
that 1950 will be more than a by- 
election vear. It will be a rallying 
call to all who believe in a liberal 
America and a truly free labor 
movement to return to Congress 
those representatives who will 
truly reflect the needs of all the 
American people.” 

A. Frank Reel, the union’s na- 
tional assistant exec secretary, also 
scored Taft-Hartley, declaring that 
the law “is full of tricks and booby 
traps that vitally affect every one 
of us in our ability to make a 
living.” 
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Victor in Super Buildup of Flanagan 
Disks, In Bid for New Band Name 


Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Some Enchanted Evening” 


Retail Sheet Music Seller 


“Most Requested” Disk 
“You're Breaking My Heart” 





RCA-Victor is attempting to do¢ 


something that no other recording 
company or band agency has tried 
too hard to do since the end of the 
war—build a new band name via 
recordings. Using it’s revived Blue- 
bird label, marketed at 49c, Victor 
js deliberately setting about the 
task of establishing a new maestro 
personality by basing a studio band 
on the clarinet-lead musical style 
which made the late Glenn Miller's 
orchestra one of the nation’s all- 
time tops. A style, incidently, 
that the current Tex Beneke Or- 
chestra, actually the postwar Miller 
band. has not tried to duplicate 
very seriously. 

Victor took Ralph Flanagan, ar- 
ranger for various bands and radio 
shows, such as Perry Como’s Ches- 
terfield broadcasts, had him turn 
out arrangements’ deliberately 
copying the old Miller style, and 
record four sides at the helm of a 
studio orchestra. These disks will 
be marketed this week as part of 


Seller on Coin Machines 
“You’re Breaking My Heart” 


Best British Seller 
“Riders in the Sky” 


Col. Signs Donald In 
Moppet-Disk Race 





“Some Enchanted Evening” 
| 








week of Sept. 19, an unusual book- 
ing that will serve two purposes. 
Statler’s cafe, seating only : 
patrons, probably has never em- 
ployed a name band of the stature 
and expense of Kaye's combina- 
tion, but it bought the maestro as 


moppet platters this fall and win- 
Columbia also plans using Gene | y 
Jackie Robinson, of the Brooklyn 


ter, has signed Peter Donald, ra- 
Autry and Burl Ives on material Sammy Kaye’s orchestra will 
Dodgers. 


Race to sign people to produce : 
kiddie records for the major com- . 
panies grows. © Columbia, which Ka e to fc 
intends expanding its attention to y 
dio comic, who has already cut 
an album titled “Chummy.” 
for youngsters, in addition to base- = ee . ie 
ball stars Pee-Wee Reese and play the Statler hotel, Detroit, 
Joe Louis Joins Ranks Of 
Sports Disk Personalities 


15 





ee 











Ralph Flanagan Orchestra 
“You're Breaking My Heart’- 
“You're So Understanding;” “It All 


Depends On You”-“Wedding of Lil- 


li Marlene” (Bluebird). Admittedly 


'aping the style of the old Glenn 


Miller orchestra, these four sides 
by arranger Ralph Flanagan and a 
Studio band are aimed to start 
something stirring in the band 
business. All four sides are eX- 
cellent, cut on a rhythm beat that’s 
slightly more definite than Miller 
ever used, and are excellent jock 
and juke material. Flanagan used 
his own arrangements and turned 
out cuts of pop and standard music 
that ring the bell solidly. Harry 
Prime does the vocal on all four, 
his voice smoothly fitting into the 
clarinet-lead style that Miller popu- 
larized and which has never been 
used since. 

Billy Eckstine “Body and Soul’’- 
“If Love Is Trouble’ (M-G-M). 
Eckstine’s standards and pops have 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By BERNIE wooDs 


the secord Bluebird release, and 

were the reason for Victor’s tossing Basing of pop tunes on sports 
a party for disk jockeys and news- personalities was expanded last 
papermen in New York last Thurs- week from baseball to the fight 
dav (25). The sides were the main game. RCA’s Bluebird label came 
fare of the pre-release “showing” Out with a tune titled “Ol’ Joe 
to platter spinners. Louis,” written by Cy Corber re- 

Victor intends promoting the corded by Cab Calloway. 

Flanagan disks heavily and to keep In recent weeks, there have been 


hammering at the old Miller style such items as “Brooklyn Dodger 


with Flanagan, despite the possi- | Jump,” recorded by Ralph Branca, 


bility of tangling with Beneke over , Erv Palica and Carl Furillo, Dod- 
it (Beneke records for the 75¢ Vic- 8er Players, and “Did You See 
tor label). Company’s artists and Jackie Robinson Hit That Ball.” 
repertoire division feels that if it cut for Decca by maestro Buddy 
can help revive the band business Johnson. Plus Columbia’s reissue 
by launching a new band name, the of “Joltin’ Joe DiMaggio,” origin- 
pop disk business will be so much ally made ,by Les Brown in 1941. 
better off than it is now, almost Lyric of the Joe Louis piece, 
confined to top vocalist sales Which describes his prowess in the | 


power. ring, was. submitted to Loui 

Four sides Flanagan cut con-| handlers before being marketed. 
sisted of three pops hits and a 
standard—“You’re Breaking My 





lene,” “You’re So Understanding,” 
and “It All Depends On You.” 
Harry Prime did the vocals. 





| Conway, N. H., Aug. 27-28. 


GOODMAN PROBES = 


In New Bluebird Release a means of highlighting the kick- | 


Frank A. Petrillo, former Euro- 
Heart.” “Wedding of Lilli Mar-| P€an pianist and conductor, di- 

rected a 65-piece symphony orches- 
tra at the third annual Eastern 
Slope Music Festival held at the 
| base of Cranmore Mountain North 
| of sponsor coin. 


off of its season. As a rule, the been doing well and these two 
spot uses individual performers should follow nicely. But, like his 
such as Dorothy Shay, etc. “Temptation” and “Crying” cou- 
Kaye wanted the date, too, and pling, the pop here is superior. Dis- 
made the Statler a special price. tinctive singer does too much vo- 
He figures it a good idea to sit ¢al-playing with “Body and Soul,” 
down briefly among Chrysler ex- Perhaps to vary it from the Na- 
ecutives, who help bankroll his tional label record recently re- 
band on the air via transcriptions. | @@sed, and which was made _be- 
Chrysler itself doesn’t underwrite fore he hooked =P with M-G-M. 
Kaye’s band entirely; dealers in At any rate, Trouble’ 38 superior; 
various keys and sore haw the a ballad, it’s musically in Eckstine’s 
time to air the recordings, which renee eee oe Ss eee ee 





Sarah Vaughan “That Lucky Old 
RODDY M DOWALL oes ue Ba’ ent aus 
TURNS DISK JOCKEY or ong pine gn Page it ienres 

to get many a play. It’s her type 


are paid for by the manufacturer. | Syun’-“Make Believe” (Columbia). 
|take over from Frankie Laine’s 
Hollywood, Aug. 30. of music. “Make Believe” is fine, 


| 
| Roddy McDowall turned disk too. It ranks with the best disks 


on the tune. Backed by a group, 


Miss Vaughan turns up ; 
started a five-day weekly lay nia. Sapheek Sup an unusu- 
é ve-da) eekly layout ally commercial arrangement of 


gh wacko tin ng runs 4:30 t0 the old melody, in’ ballad tempo. 

5 Monday through Friday. Joe Lipman’s band backs _ both 
McDowall pulls down $200 per nicely. 

week for the stint, plus percentage Andrews _ Sisters “Whispering 

Hope’’-“Lovely Night” (Decca). At 


jockey Monday (29) when he 





Benny Goodman's orchestra wiil | 
penetrate as far south as Macon, | 
Ga., for the first time in years, | 
when he starts a string of one-| 
nighters following his current run | 3 
at the Surf Club, Virginia Beach. | ‘ 
B. G. will work through North and 
South Carolina and into Georgia | 
starting Sept. 11, then bounces | 


SOUTH ON LITERS ..“ARZETY 10) Boct Sellers on Coin-Machines "ee of M.27 


north for a week at the Town Ca-| 5. HUCKLEBUCK (9) (United) 
sino, Buffalo, opening Sept. 19,) 

and a week at Vogue Terrace, Mc- | 6. BALI HA’I (11) (Wil 

Keesport, Pa., opening the 26th, at | ania 
$7,500 each. | . 

Goodman has a new girl vocalist | 7. AGAIN (24) (Robbins) .... 
with him, Dolly Houston. 
|¢ 8. RIDERS IN THE SKY (18) (Morris) 





| 
| 











10. SOMEDAY (1) (Duchess) 
“SWEET ’N’ SWING” 
Budd Sweeney and Bert Stille 
Producer: John Moses 
135 Mins.; 2:30 p.m., Mon. thru Fri. 
Participating 
WHKC, Columbus, O. | 

On Labor Day this twin-jockey 
program, which has better than 
tripled the time period Hooper 
since it began, will enter its second 
year. Sweeney and Stille have 
stuck to an all-request routine, and 
only rarely spin an uncalled-for 
tune. They take it easy on this 
show and as a result the audience 
feels no pain either. They don’t try | 
to be funny or hyper‘ensive, they’re 
just relaxed. 

Pair splits the chores. When 
Sweeney handles the mike, Stille is 
at the turntables, and vice versa. 
The program uses a musical bridge 
between numbers and commercials, 
a unique departure which also adds 
up to an eagy-going atmosphere, | 
the bridge usually always a piano, 
guitar or harp glissando. . 

Because of this technique the) 
boys use three turntables and claim | 
they could use four. With all the 
platter-spinning it’s strictly a two- 
man job. They run a commercial 
about every five minutes and have 
nearly all they can handle. 

Biggest triumph Sweeney and 
Stille had during this first year was 
forcing Victor to reissue the Wayne 
King recording of “None But the 


I DON’T SEE ME (15) (Laurel) 


HOMEWORK (Berlin) 
SOMEHOW (Algonquin) 
WEDDING LILLI MARLENE 


HOW IT LIES (Morris) 


CoCr CARNE) « .6c occ cseee 
CRYING (Greenwich) .. 


YOU’RE BREAKING MY HEART (3) (Algonquin)........... 
SOME ENCHANTED EVENING (14) (Williamson)......... 


ROOM FULL OF ROSES (6) (Hill & Range).............. 


4. WONDERFUL GUY (11) (Williamson) 


ceseeoeeeoseeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeesese 


Disk Jockey Review | 9. MAYBE IT’S BECAUSE (1) (Triangle). ............. 00.0005. 


THAT LUCKY OLD SUN (Robbins) .. 
JEALOUS HEART (Acuff-Rose) 
YOU’RE SO UNDERSTANDING (Barron-Pemora). 


LET’S TAKE OLD FASHIONED WALK (Berlin) .. 
NOW THAT I NEED YOU (Fanious) 
BABY IT’S COLD OUTSIDE (Melrose)... 


YES YES IN YOUR EYES (Remick) 


FOUR WINDS, SEVEN SEAS (3) (Lombardo) 


(Leeds) ....... 


"ee we eee ee eeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeneseeeeeee 


CHOCO 2944646446 
Vic Damone...........Mercury 
Perry Gee. .csccders Victor 
** (Frank Sinatra.........Columbia 


j Sammy Kaye ...........Victor 
‘| Dick Haymes. 6eaceds eee 


§ Margaret Whiting.......Capitol 
‘(Fran Warren bb bbe « VICTOF 
§ Frank Sinatra ........Columbia 
| Tommy Dorsey ..........Victor 
{Perry Como _..........Victor 
scccceecs .DECCE 
§Gordon Jenkins......... .Decca 


eeeereeeeee eee erneeenene 
eeereeeeoee ee eoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerse 


se ew eeeeeeeeeeee ree eee eeeereos 


5 ‘| Bing Crosby 


‘Burl Ives .+eeee+-Columbia 


§ Dick Haymes.. 
(Connie Haines...., Sch —s 


{Vaughn Monroe. Vi 
(Mills Bros, lly we 


isonbentinewenesaeat {Frankie Laine......... Mercury 
| Vaughn Monroe........ Victor 
ib Ld HOES & 3D HA eocccccccscee Ab Morgan......cces London 


§ Evelyn Knight........... Decca 
‘(Blue Barron.............M-G-M 


| § Sinatra-Day ..... --+..Columbia 
Perry COMO.....ccaisacs. Victor 


see eee ereeee 


sees ee eee eeee 


Doris i coe es Columbia 

§ Whiting-Mercer ....... Capitol 
| Shore-Clark -eeeee Columbia 
{Blue Barron _...... oo. M-G-M 


404.0 oa ee 
§ Gordon Jenkins. 
| Perry Como 


{Sammy Kaye 


Billy Eckstine ..........M-G-M 
{Gordon MacRae....... Capitol 
| Steve Conway....... . Harmony 
§ Bing Crosby........,......Decca 
“\Kay Starr... sccccceee.- Capitol 

{Tony Martin.............Victor 


ove er eee ee eeee ee o¢s 


Nal aie il i aaa (Dick Haymes............Decca 


fieseee bene eensvessssoases C6psCeCKeCeeeee Eee HORNE... 
THAT’S MY WEAKNESS NOW (Shapiro-B) . 


oceeee- M-G-M 
Russ Morgan ...... oooes Decca 


see ee eee ee eeeeeeene 


Lonely Heart” with the Franklin I CAN DREAM CAN’T I (Chappell ......... Andrews Si 
see udee maheled. They earted aes ieee eek eens ndrews Ststers....ccee. Decca 
plugging it six months ago, the re- 24 HOURS OF SUNSHINE (Witmark) ..............ccccececcce. jArt Mooney........... M-G-M 


quests piled up and three months 
ago came the reissue. | 
Top orchestra leaders in town ; 
for engagements are freouently 
heard on the program. Dean. 


LEFEFFEEFFEEFEFFEOFEFEFEE+ EEE +++ 64466466-464 


LAST MILE HOME (Leeds) 


a seeeeess eeCCE i 
tsb e0seees . VEO 
7 a Seewie vase OOOe 
(Guy Lombardo........... Decca 
WaPo any TO ee WETTER .. ccncrerss . Vieber 
(Dinah Shore..........Columbia 


|) Dick Jurgens........ Columbia 


sip via aaiaineendlaanad nara ate ee rarer a as ke Decca 
[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 





“(Vie Damone seeeees. Mercury : 
§Vaivhn Monroe......... . Victor 








| first glance, the “Hope” side js on 
'of the poorest records the trio h o 
_turned out recently. But, with oa 
| peats, the slow-beat version of the 
tune brought off the shelf by Jo 
Stafford-Gordon MacRae (Capj . 

ae (Capitol) 
gets better and better. But it’ 
the melody, not the vocalling, Flip. 
over is a curiously attractive ; 
from “The Tales of Hoffman ine 

Ella Logan “Hop Scotch Polka” 
“Story of Annie Lauire” Glue. 
bird). Miss Logan was a natural 
selection for the “Scotch” tune 
She does a good job on it vocally 
her Scotch accent moving smoothiv 
into the swing of the lyric anq 
melody. Backing turns up an equal- 
ly earable slab of Scotch accent 
applied to-a new pop that sounds 
good and has a chance to click 
A good melody and a cute lyric — 
Ravens “Someday’’-“If You Didn’t 
|Mean It” (National). Vaughan 
Monroe’s siding of “Someday” isn't 
|in any danger from the Ravens’ 
cut, but theirs is a solid, bounce. 
| beat approach to the tune that will 
provide many jocks with a good 
variation. Ballad back-side is okay, 

Bill Gale Orchestra “Hop Scotch 
Polka’-"I Knew From the Start” 
(Columbia). Gale’s handling of 
“Hop Scotch” is perhaps the clos. 
est to Billy Whitlock’s instrumental 
(London). Using bagpipes, bells 
and vocal by Gwen Davies and the 
Highlanders, which isn’t as lively 
and acceptable as the musical por- 
tion, the disk sells nicely. “Start” 
will never start; it’s along for the 
ride. 

Cab Calloway “Ol’ Joe Louis’. 
“Your Voice” (Bluebird). Callo- 
way is a stranger on records, but 
these sides could launch him anew. 
“Joe Louis is a bounce-beat thing 
telling a brief, sometimes amusing 
histery of The Bomber, in music. 
It’s an excellent race disk and can 
find good acceptance otherwise. It 
jumps and Calloway’s vocal is good. 
Reverse is better, pop-wise. A 
rhythm version of a doubtful tune 
launched by King Cole (Capitol) 
| weeks back, Calloway’s platter 
|rides at a lively pace and listens 
easy. It won’t hit big, however. 

Jan Garber ‘‘Making Love Uke- 
lele Style’ -“‘Catalina Bounce:” 
|““You’re Breaking My  Heart”- 
“Where Are You, Now That I Need 
| You" (Capitol). Capitol apparently 
is aiming the Jan Garber band as 
| its sweet feature (company in the 
past has frowned on mickey bands). 
At any rate, Garber’s got some 
| good tunes here and, surprisingly 
/enough, it’s the first side “Ukelele,” 
that has the best chance. A cute, 
| light-rhythmed material piece vo- 
|called by Bob Grabeau with band 
|chorusing accomp, it could make 
| a mark in the hit lists. “Catalina” 
|is a bounce instrumental that’s 
Okay. Grabeau, and a sugary sweet 
|Style, stand out of Garber’s ap- 
| proaches to “Heart,” already a 
| solid hit, and “Now That I Need 
| You,” which is promising. They're 
worthwhile sides. 


| Platter Pointers 
| Ralph Young does a swell 
| job on “September in the Rain” 
on Louis Prima’s initial Hap- 
_piness label disk. It’s aptly backed 
| by another good vocal of a tune 
| titled, “Green As_ April’...Ray 
| Anthony’s excellent band shows up 
, SOlidly on “Slider,” an instrumen- 
/tal (Capitol)... Mary Ann McCall's 
beat-vocal of “Sunday” (Discovery) 
\is a shining example of the work 
' she turns in when the tune is right 
_... Another tune smoothly fitting a 
singer, “Ya Gotta Buy, Buy, Buy 
For Baby,” by Kay Starr (Capitol) 
Buddy Johnson’s vocalist, Af 


4 | thur Prysock, is another who turns 


a melody a la Billy Eckstine; his 
| ‘Lovely In. Her Evening Gown” 1s 
‘good work... RCA’s Bluebird label 
‘knocking out string band disks, 
“Golden Slippers” and “Hello, 
Hello,” by the “Main Street String 
Band” forming a formidable cou- 
pling of that type ..Capitol rels 
sued Red Ingle’s “Temptation,” by 
Red Ingle-Jo Stafford .. Cap als0 
has a strong entry by Benny Strong 
of “That’s My Weakriess Now,” t0 
buck Russ Morgan’s version 
(Decca). ; 
Standout western, hillbilly, race, 
polka, jaz, etc.: Red River Dave, 
“Wrong Number” (M-G-M); — 
'gie Auld, “Vox Bop” (Discovery’, 
Joe Princie. “Twilight Waltz abo 
ca); Texas Jim Robertson, “I a 
The Angels Weep” (Victor); Shorty 
Long, “The Warm Red Wine (Vic- 
tor); Cass County Boys, “Room Ful 
of Roses” (Decca); Ernie .Lees 
Southerners, “One Two Three —_ 
Five Foot Six” (Victor); Bob ott 
cher, “Why Don't You Haul ¢ 
and Love Me” (Columbia); Jim 
Boyd, “Dust On My Telephon 
(Victor): Bill Nettles, “Do a 
Daddy” (Mercury); Washboard oy 
“Maybe You'll Love Me” (Viclo™ 
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RCA’S $2,000,000 TO PUSH 45°5 





ASCAP Talks Per-Program Licensing A -ANNT 


Format; Blanket Dez al May Be 3 Yrs. 


American Society of Composers, + Se 


and Publishers’ execu- 


Authors 


tives, who have been handling tel- 
evision ne gotiations to the exclu- 
sion of the Society’s full commit 
tee on the subject and its board 
of directors, journeyed to rags 
ter, Pa., last week on tele busi- 


ness. Group spoke there w ith Clair 
McCullough, independent video op- 
erator, on the problem of setting 
up the per-program tele lice nsing 
contract, which indie station own- 
ers insist should be available in 
addition to the blanket contract. 

It was decided by ASCAP that 
in formulating the terms and the 


language of the per-program con- 
tract, discussions should be con- 
ducted with a representative of 
he indies, rather than with net- 
work or National Assn. of Broad- 
casters reps, who would be more 
interested in the blanket license 
angle. McCullough is an NAB 
board member, but also an indie 


tele owner. 

Exactly how far the negotiations 
between the Society and _ tele 
have gone, aside from waiting for 
the per-program formula, nobody 
seems to know. Vacations here, 
procrastination there add up so 
far to a lot of talk and little ac- 
tion, while publishers and _ song- 
writers constantly search for in- 
formation on how far the ball has 
been carried, by either side. Mean- 
while, ASCAP continues to extend 
the deadline on a deal; a_ half 
dozen extensions have been okayed 
by the Society since last Jan. 1. 

The deal, when it’s finally com- 
pleted, apparently will be for 
three years only, instead of the 
five tele men have been seeking. 
ASCAP, it’s said, is insisting on 
a maximum of three during which 
ii would be better able to meas- 
ure the effect video will have on 
the music business, and to right 
whatever wrongs are incurred 
more quickly than a five-vear deal 
would allow. Some ASCAPites 
don’t see the wisdom in that term, 
pointing out that, since the deal 
now being arranged will be retro- 
active to last Jan. 1, it will barely 
get into operation before new ne- 
gotiations will be demanded. A 
three-year deal will require only 
the extension by one year of the 
two-year assignment of rights by 
publishers and_ writers, given 
ASCAP last year. That two-year 
right to represent them began as 
of Jan. 1, last. 


‘COLE PORTER’ SHOW 
TO NEW YORKER HOTEL 


“Salute to Cole Porter,” 
the musical show ideas developed 
by writer Sherman Marks, which 





one of 


Was so successful at the Sherman | 
later at the 


hotel, Chicago, and 
Ambassador hotel, Los Ang 
has been booked for the 
Yorker hotel, New York’s Terrace 
Room, opening Sept. 22. “Cole 
Porter” show is one of three de- 
veloped by Marks, the others 
saluting George Gershwin, and 
Dick Rodgers and Oscar Hammer- 
Stein. 

Shows are based of course on 
the outstanding tunes turned out 
by the writers involved and are 
Presented with a script and tricky 
lighting. They are expensive, at 
least to install, since there are 
some 200 light changes required 
and numerous floods and spots, all 
Controlled from a panel operated 
by from two to three electricians. 

Don McGrane’s orchestra will be 


used at the New Yorker to present 
the show. 


veles, 





Jazz Concerts for San Antonio 


San Antonio, Aug. 30. 
San Antonio's first “Jazz at the 
Philarmonic” concert, iike those 


held in New York's Carnegie Hall, 
as been set for Nov. 11 at at the 
funicipal Auditorium here. 
‘Yorman Granz was here recently 
and made the arrangements. 


New | 





Dailey Sets Bishop 
As Backer-Upper 


Billy Bishop’s orchestra will ac 
company Frankie Laine and pro 
vide dance music on the opening 


fall bill at Frank Dailey’s Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N. J. Dailey’s 
new policy of using semi-name or- 
chestras through the week, 
stered by name recording acts 
weekends, begins on Sept. 9, Laine 
holding three days and Patti Paige 
following Sept. 16, Bob Eberle 
Sept. 23, all backed by Bishop, who 
holds for at least two weeks, 
options. 

Dailey doesn’t intend 
name orchestras at 
during the coming 


bol- 


with 


using top 
Meadowbrook 
season, 


Bop City's Boff 
B.O., With Non-Bop 


Satchmo as Draw 


New York home_of 
had opening night 
and weekend records broken again 


sop City, 


bop music, its 


last week, for the second time es- 
tablishing a b.o. mark with a non- 
bop name as the draw. Louis Arm- 
strong’s jazz combo, including Jack 
Teagarden, Barney Bigard, Earl 
Hines, Arvil Shaw and Cosy Cole, 
topping a show consisting of 
George Shearing’s bop group, and 
the Treniers, cracked singer Billy 
Eckstine’s opening night attend- 
ance and gross mark Thursday (25) 


evening and for each successive 
night up to and including Sunday. 

Armstrong is given credit for the 
heaviest portion of the draw. It’s 
his first rate at a N. Y. cafe in 
years (two vears ago he worked a 
concert at Carnegie Hall) and it 
caused considerable comment 
among N. Y. bop and jazz adher- 
ents. While “Satchmo’s” opening 
night was claimed by Bop City’s 
owners, Ralph Watkins and Monte 
Kay, to be the biggest, each suc- 


ceeding evening up to Sunday (28) 
| was bigger, 


resulting in long lines 


‘of holdouts in the street. Club 
' gets a 98c admission price, which 
covers standing room only. Arm- 
strong is drawing $4,000 weekly 


for the date. 





‘Dream,’ ‘Georgia’ Disk 
Sales Cue Campaign 
To Hypo Sheet Music 


Prompted by the sales success 
of recordings of “I Can Dream, 
Can’t I” and “Georgia On My 
Mind,” the publishers of those 
standards are planning to launch 
plug campaigns, hoping to add 
sheet music sales. “I Can Dream,” 
as cut by the Andrews Sisters for 
Decca. has set such a disk-selling 
pace in the past week that Chap- 
pell Music will put a staff to work 
on the tune. Same goes with Peer- 


International, owner of the 
“Georgia” copyright, which 
Frankie Laine cut for Mercury. 
Another revival selling big on 
disks is “Someday,” led by Vaughn 
Monroe’s RCA-Victor recording. 


Duchess Music (Leeds subsid) al- 
ready is at work on plugging the 
tune and it has reached the No. 
4 slot on the sheet music best- 
seller lists at Music Dealer's Serv- 
ice. 








T.D.’s 4 Days, Albany 
Albany, Aug. 30. 

Tommy Dorsey ‘s orch plays four 
days at Fabian’s Palace, beginning 
Sept. 7. He did smash biz there on 
his two previous dates. 

Vaughn Monroe did $30,000 in 
four days at the Palace last May 

the last band to appear at hous e. 


I 
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‘ Victor ant 
$2 OOO 
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icipates spend 


close to O00 o its cam 


RCA execs dy 
ain the 


spent, 


Cel 
exact amount that will be 
but. including radio 
televis 


7 


spot 


announcements ion. news 


paper and magazine ads and deal 
er “incentive” contests, the cost 
will easily approach $2.000.000 and 
could possibly go much higher. 
RCA heads are so emphatie on 
putting over the 45s that it’s said 
they wouldn't be averse to going 
up to $38,000,000. 

All told, therefore, it’s likely 
that the 45 development and ma: 
keting will in the end cost RCA 
in the neighborhood of $5,000,000 
or so. including the expense of de 
velopment, loss of sales in record 
ings and machines, etc. And that’s 
probably a conservative figure. 

As pointed out in VaArteTy last 


week, one of the prime movements 
in the fall campaign will be the 
reduction of the cost of RCA’s 45 
player, which jacks into bigger 
combinations from $24.95 to 
$12.95 as a means of getting them 
into the hands of record buvers. 
This spearheads ads citing the 
price reduction, calling for 1,000, 
800 and 600-line blurbs in 154 key 
markets throughout the country. 


a series 
on a ¢o- 


followed by 
bought 


This will be 
of 12 weekly ads, 
operative basis by dealers, distrib- 
utors and RCA, in similar terri 
tories. Radio spot ads will be used 
on 30 major radio outlets, along 
with plugs on RCA’s tele show, 
“Kukla. Fran and Ollie.” which 
will emphasize the kiddie aspect 


of RCA’s small 45 players 

RCA sales, merchandising and 
promotion execs are now out on 
the road briefing distribs and deal 
ers on the campaign. RCA will 
give three automobiles and 13 
U. S. Savings Bonds ranging from 
$1,000 to $100 to distributor and 
dealer salesman on a contest basis. 





Trojan Horse In 
Lehar Bequest? 


20. 

AKM 

Com- 
they 


Vienna, Aug. 

It's a Trojan horse the 
(Austrian Assn. of Authors, 
posers and Publishers) feel 
inherited from Franz Lehar, 
etta composer. An executive com- 
mittee was set up to negotiate with 
the other heirs in order to straight- 
en things out. 

Lehar bequeathed his Austrian 
royalties of AKM, for “needy peo- 
ple.” Question arises if he meant 
members only or anyone. 

And attached is a codicil where- 
by the AKM would be obliged to 
pay out 60,000 Se hilling ($6,000 at 
Nationalbank rate) annually to his 
brother Baron Lehar and wife 
Besides. 10° would go to the mu- 
flicipality of Bad Ischl, where he 
lived and died. He also left a 
house in Theobaldgasse to AKM, 
valued at $50,000, which needs 
bomb repairs amounting to about 
$30,000. 

Inasmuch Lehar’s rights in 
Austria amounted to a mere $5,500 
in 1948, AKM would lose by accept- 
ing legacy as long as Baron Lehar 
and wife live. 


Pat Lombard’s StL. 
Talent-Buying Job 


St. Louis, Aug. 30. 
Pat Lombard, former member of 


as 


the William Morris agency bond 
department, has joined the Koplar 
hotel chain, as a buyer of talent. 
He'll be a member of the staff 


which books bands and acts for the 
Chase hotel, Park Plaza and Forest 
Park hotels. 


Lombard headed WM’s Chicago 


band division and later moved to 
the New York office He suffered 
4 heart attack last fall and has 
heen vacationing in the south 
since. 


oper- | 





F Pubs Won t Go for Decca’s Royalty 


Plan, But Fear Anti-Trust Laws 


Frankie Masters Asked 
To Entertain GI's Oversea 


( } 

Frankie | ters Cl al 
Stevens hotel, has been asked by 
the government to tour Europe for 
six weeks, to entertain GI's still 
stationed abroad Viasters 1s one 
of first bandleaders to receive the 
bid 

Meanwhile Masters has until Jan 
1 to go at the Sievens, completing 
the longest stay of any unit at the 
Hilton spot—over 14 menths 


LP Going Great 


Guns, Sez Col.; 
Decca Optimistic 


that 


plus 


Records claims 
disk market, 


the announcement 


Columbia 
the 
the 
that 
a complete 
LP platters, 
of CRC Microgroove albums up 
nicely Columbia asserts that at 
the moment it is shipping LP sets 
at a ratio of between two and 
three to one over 78 rpm wax 
albums 

As a result, and also with a view 
toward leading buvers more 
and more in the direction of LP, 
Columbia is bent on issuing al- 
bums only in the LP groove. Here- 
tofore, anything released = was 
either on 78 only, or on both 78 
and LP. Naturally, the material to 
be issued solely on LP will not 
for the present be top sales. It 
will consist of standard pop songs 
and the like that encounter a mod- 
ified sale. 

Decea, incidentally, predicts sol- 
id success for its LP’s, which will 
be on the market next week. Ad- 
vance orders are heavy, especially 


improving 
impetus of 


Decca Records will bring out 


line of its albums on 


has shot the ordering 


disk 


for the standout “Oklahoma!,” 
“Carousel,” “Annie Get Your 
Gun” and other items. 


London Co. Completes 
Ist U. S. Disking Date, 
Slated to Do Others 


London Records completed its 
initial recording date in the U. S. 
on Monday (29). First cutting was 
done with Al Morgan, former Uni- 


versal Records, Chicago, singer, 
whose contract London took over 
several weeks ago when it bought 
his hit master of “Jealous Heart” 
from U. Date was done at Muzak 
studios, New York. 

From here on in London will 
continue with a string of dates in- 
volving U. S. artists just signed 
to the label. Theresa Brewer, new 
gal singer recently at the Village 
Vanguard, N. Y., will be recorded 
next week, and then Bobby Wayne, 


former vocalist with Ruby New- 
man’s band in Boston, is due. 
London only recently got the 
right to record U. S. artists here 
via the conch. sion of an agreement 
with U. S. Decca. This deal gives 
U. S. Decca an annual guarantee 
from the sate of its disks in Eng 
and, et al., through British Decca 
distribuiion channe's. This allevi- 


ated the U. S. company’s complaint 


that the English comnany was not 
extending itself in behalf of U. S. 
Decca product. In return, British 
Decca’s London company in the 
U.S. took over U. S. distribution of 
FFRR celassical platters and was 
given the right to record in the 
U. S., which it had been prevented 


from doing. 





Ernest Sharow, who has played 
in the NBC and other symphonies, 
envagy : as new first violist of the 
Dallas Symph Orch. 


+ 


(in 


Decea Records so far has made 


little headway among major and 


1inor publishers alike with its new 


nethod of toting-up royalty state- 


nents owed individual pubs for the 
While 


careful 


quarter ended June 30 the 


publishers are being to 


avoid getting together as a group 


in refusing to accept Decca’'s payoff 


principle, fearing price-fixing 
charges under the Sherman anti- 
trust law, none has so far agreed 
to Decca’s terms Some have ac- 
cepted checks “under protest” and 
others have returned the coin al- 
lotted, demanding full payment. 
What Decea is seeking to do is 
to deduct from current statements 
for returned disks that may have 
been shipped as long as a vear ago. 
Not only that, but instead of toting 
returns against sales of a particular 
song, Decca simply added up coin 


owed and deducted returns in lump 
sums. This approach forms a hope- 
less complication for publishers, 
who could not hope to allocate 
alties to writers in a fair man- 
ner. For example, deductions for 
returns on a pop that may 
have expired months ago are ap- 
plied against earnings of* a pop 
during the past quarter, so 
as one music house published 
That's all right for Decca, 
but the publisher finds himself be- 
tween two writers, one demanding 
payment on the sales of a current 
hit, against which the returns of 
an expired hit by an entirely dif- 
ferent writer may have been ap- 
plied. It would then be up to the 
pub to recover rovalties on returns, 
which had already been paid to the 
writer of the past hit, or absorb the 
LOSS, 
Actually, 
amount 
puted 


ro \ 


song 


song 
long 
both 


there is 
of coin 
amounts 


only a small 
involved. The dis- 
aggregate only 


about 2° to 3% of Decea’s overall 
distribution for the June 30 quar- 
ter. But pubs are fighting the 
principle. They feel that if they 
accept Decca’s ideas, which are 
identical in thought, but differently 
worked than RCA-Victor’s unsuc- 
cessiul attempt to secure a flat 
815° deduction last fall, all other 


recorders will want the same deal. 
And mathematical chaos will re- 
sult. 

Publishers do not disagree with 
Decca’s ideas of deducting for re- 
turns, but they aver those returns 
should be made within a reeson- 
able time, Pubs mark a time limit 
on pop hits, warning dealers and 
jobbers of a 30-day return limit 
when a hit song finally begins to 
slow down to a walk. 


CHAPPELL TO PUBLISH 
DANISH BALLAD IN USS. 


30. 
To- 
the 

Scandi- 


Copenhagen, Aug. 
Danish ballad, ‘‘Lad 
nerne fortaelle,”” which for 
last 12 vears has been for 
navian tenors what “Trees” is 
for American singers, will be pub- 
lished by Chappell in America un- 
der the title, “Dream Days,” with 
lvries by the British writer, Car- 
lene Mair. 

“Lad Tonerne  fortaclle’ has 
over 20 recordings in Scandinavia, 
which means that each recording 
firm has had to record it with sev- 


The 


eral different artists — ranging 
from Royal Opera singers to jazz 
pianists. The tune is by Erland 
Frederiksen, known in Denmark 
as “the man who knows every 
tune written!” He is in charge of 
the retail department of one of 
the biggest music firms in Copen- 
hagen. Original Danish lyric is by 
Victor Skaarup, VARIETY corre- 
spondent here. 

“Dream Days” will be used as 
signatur tune in a new series of 


shortwave broadcasts of light Dan- 
ish music from Stat ofonien, 
vith songstress Lilian Ellis emcee- 
ing. 

After Jacob Gade's “Je 
which appeared 
“Lea ‘T< rne_ furiaelle” is 
first Danish tune 
the American me 


rad 


‘alousv,” 
20 vears ago, 
the 
an entry 
market. 


yre 
1 
to moke 


lody 
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Crack L. A. Tooters Lure Longhair 


Disk-Cutters Into Westward Trend 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 
An hegira of longhairs from the 
east is threatening to lavish its cul- 
ture on this art colony. 


ginning to eye these placid pre- 
cincts aS permanent stamping 
grounds, in closer proximity to the 
sprocket factories. 

It all came about when Ben Bar- 
rett, a music contractor, proved to 
the Victor crowd that instrumental 
artists, ergo, top musicians, are as 
abundantly available here as in the 
east. He proved his point by round- 
ing up 68 men for a six-side Red 
Sealer of Grieg’s A Minor Concer- 
to. Antal Dorati came out to con- 
duct, with Artur Rubenstein solo- 
ing at the piano. Richard Mohr, 
Red Seal director, presided in his 
official capacity and is said to have 
expressed astonishment at the end 
result of the night’s recording. Re- 
cording was done at Republic pic- 
ture studio. 

Victor and other concert record- 
ers have long held that class ree- 


ords can be made only in New 
York, which boasts the best musi- 
cians. Barrett plucked his men 
from concert, radio and pictures 
and came up with 68 musicians 
said to be comparable to the best 
N. Y. has to offer. Not in years 
had a classic platter been cut in 
Hollywood, but recently Dorothy 
Kirsten, Mario Lanza and Robert 


Merrill were pressed for the needle 
trade. 

Grieg pancake album required 
only six night hours, with each of 
the sidemen drawing $82.50 for his 
chore. If the Mr. Bigs of Victor 
like the Coast sample there'll be 
more to come. And that will make 
the artists very happy, to say noth- 
‘ing of the Hollywood Chamber of 
Commerce, which would tub-thump 
the town’s new cultural side. 


Concert | 
stars with a Red Seal rating are be- | 


_ 


Oct. 1 Music Charity 


Chicago, Aug. 30. 
Tenth annual American Music 
Festival will be presented Oct. 1 at 
the Chi stadium, under Mid-City 
charities sponsorship. Name con- 
cert and pop artists will take part 
including Chi musicians 





- 
+ 
| 
| 


Proceeds will go to South Side 
Boys’ Club, Parkway community 
center and United Negro College 
Fund. 


Carl Fischer’s Off-Air 
Recording of Shows 
Qn Long-Playing Disks 


Project to record radio shows off 
the air on long-playing disks for 
private record collections is being 
planned on a national scale by Carl 
Fischer Music Co. Deal is being 
set up on the basis of a new high 
fidelity L-P recording device manu- 
factured by the Wagner-Nichols 
company in New York. Legal snarls 
involved in unauthorized commer- 
cial use of radio shows are being 
sidestepped by a system in which 
the customer will rent the record- 
ing machine for a specified time to 
etch whatever program he wants. 
Carl Fischer company will handle 
the distribution of agencies in mu- 
sic stores across the country 

Wagner-Nichols outfit. co-headed 
by the former bandleader Buddy 
Wagner, is also setting up a radio 
clipping service for stations an 
periormers. 

Service will include a morgue of 
all network shows which will be 


grooved on a four-inch super long- 
playing disk invented by the com- 
pany. New recording process 


called embossing, is much cheaper 
than the standard acetate disks 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 

Freddy Martin Waldorf (400; $2) — 3 2.500 8.000 

Nat Brandwynne . Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)........ 4 5715 2.350 

Henry Busse Statler (450; $1.50-$2Z)...c.0¢ sie 1.325 4.825 

Xavier Cugat Astor (850; S1.30G2): i. ca0s ean 4175 16,775 
Chicago 

Johnny Brewer (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck; $2 min.-$1 cover). Betty 


dane Watson and Jerry Austen. 


Lush 14.200 admissions. 


Fine 2,100 tabs. 
Eddy Howard (Beachwalk, Edgewater; $2 adm.). 


Hoi weather helped 


Frankie Masters ‘Boulevard Room, Stevens, 720; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Ice Show and Masters going full speed at 4.450 covers. 
Eddie O’Neal (Empire Room, Palmer House, 500; $2.50 min -$1 cover). 


Liberace and Modernaires 
Twins Thursday (25). 


gave 


still garnering heavy 3.700 covers. 





way to 
Fine 3,000 covers. : 
Bill Snyder ‘College Inn, Sherman, 500: $3.50 min.). 


Janet Blair and Blackburn 


“Salute” series 


Los Angeles 


Eddie Fitzpatrick ‘Ambassador, 900; $1.50). 
Fourth week, 3,650 covers 
Chuck Foster (Biltmore, 900; $1.50). 


Ted Fio Rito (Beverly Hills, 300; $4 min.). 


and Mary Healy. 


With Peter Lind Haves 


Thirteenth week, 2.500 covers. 
Even 600 covers 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicaqo) 


Cee Davidson (Chez Paree. 500; 
out. Danny Thomas in Friday ‘26). 


Jimmy Featherstone ‘Trianon; $1- 


stone sweet 12,500 admissions. 
Buddy Moreno (Blackhawk, 500 
(24). Bigger 2.300 tabs. 
Griff Williams (Aragon; $1-$1.15 
Missions. 


- $2.50 min.). 


$3.50 min.-$1 cover). Jackie Miles 
Upped to fine 3,900 tabs 


$1.15 adm.). First week of Feather- 
Opened Wednesday 


adm.). Holding well at 11,000 ad- 





(Los Angeles) 
Ray Robbins (Aragon, Santa Monica; 5th wk.). Good 6.100 admissions. 


Frankie Carle (Palladium B., Hollywood; 5th wk.). 


missions. 


Lower 9.700 ad- 


Benny Strong (Casino Gardens, Santa Monica; 5th wk.). (Four nights). 


Okay 5,000 admissions. 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


Music and recording men are wondering about a curious incident 
Bloch, 


€ past couple weeks Ray 


of 


musical director of Signature 


Records (and its subsid Hi-Tone), has been offered as an artist to major 


record companies by the president 


circumstance as an indication that Signature might be going out 


usiness, but the thought behind 


of Sig, Bob Thiele. Many took the 
of 
seeking a major disk contract for 


sas . " ' cul Oe P > igh- 
Bloch, it’s claimed. is that the stuff Bloch does for Signature Is too high 
Class for low-cost, low-price 35c¢ disks such as Hi-Tone. 


eae : _ lin recarding 
Decca Records has gotten unusual reaction from its two recoreimnes of 


“Maybe It’s Because.’ 


of the tune to hit the market. and it met with such success thal 


Connie Haines’ Coral. disk was the first cutting 


it was 


ant ; —— } a! 
decided that the song merited another recording, on the Decca labe! 


Dick Haymes cut it and. bv virtue of his more powerful name. 


took over 


In popularity from the Coral platter, but Miss Haines continues lo sell 


well, 


ee ee 
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| Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Aug. 20) 


London, Aug. 23. 


Morris 
Box & Cox 
ee F. D. & H. 
Red Roses L. Wright 
“A” You're Adorable Connelly 
Buy Killarney.....P. Maurice 
Forever and Ever...F. D. & H. 
Careless Hands Morris 
Angelus 


Riders in the Sky 


Southern 
Sun 


Ringing 
Lavender Blue 
12th Street Rag 
Echo Told a Lie 


Second 


Chappell 


Chappell 


12 


Candy Kisses Chappell 
I Don’t See Me Connelly 
Put Shoes on Lucy Gay 
Blue Ribbon Gal Dash 
Strawberry Moon Yale 
Confidentially New World 
Leicester Square Rag Norris 


Put 'Em in Box 
It’s Magic 
Our Love Story 
Faraway Places.... 
Cuckoo Waltz 


Hucklebuck’ Sets 
A Harlem Trend 


“The Hucklebuck,” 
based on a riff with a lyric added, 


Connelly 
ere Connelly 
oes ss CRTORD 
Leeds 


Keith-P. 


Success of 


has many of Harlem’s songwriters 
searching for the same sort of 
windfall that came the way of 


Andy Gibson, “Hucklebuck” writer. 
Rhythm-jazz instrumentals on disks 
are being constantly gone over as 
to their adaptability to lyrics and 
publishers who frequently deal in 


that type of tune constantly are 
being shown “another Huckle- 
buck.” 

Leeds Music, for example. last 
week accepted a thing called “The 


Beetle,” 
type ol 
hit. 


which also describes a new 
dance, as does the current 


MILLINDER ASKS 1006 
IN “HUCKLEBUCK’ SUIT 


Maestro Lucky Millinder has 
filed suit in N. Y. supreme court, 
against his former arranger. Andy 
Gibson, over parentage of the hit 
song, “The Hucklebuck.” Action 
asks $100,000 damages, accounting 
of profits and that Millinder’s 
name be placed on the tune as 
writer. It’s based on circumstances 
unique to the pop music business. 
but not so unique gauged from the 


viewpoint of the “jazz riff’ stvle 
of music, on which the tune is 
based. 

*Hucklebuck’ and = Millinder’s 


“D Natural Blues,” 
corded by him for RCA-Victor, 
have one and the same music. Mil- 
linder’s version is” instrumental 
and Gibson’s, with the lyrics he 
added, is, of course, vocal. Ques 
tion to be settled by the court is 
whether Millinder or Gibson de- 
veloped the basie riff on which 
both melodies are based. There’s 
no question that Gibson did the 
“Hucklebuck” lyric. 

Millinder claims he 
original melody last year 
was given to Gibson to arrange. 
Gibson claims he developed the 
strain and arranged it for Mil 
linder’s band, subsequently putting 
the Ivric to it after Paul Wiiliams’ 
Regent Record brought the music 
to attention. 

Months back. before either 
Natural” or “Hucklebuck” hit the 
market, Millinder and Gibson got 
into an argument over the two and 
went before Rex Riccardi, of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
along with Juggy Gavle, publisher 
of “Hucklebuck.” Dispute was 
settled when Millinder agreed that 
he would keep “D Natural” to pub- 
lish himself, and Gibson and Gavle. 
who had no interest in the argu- 
ment. would go ahead with 
‘Hucklebuck.” Latter subsequent 
lv became a hit. 


recently re- 


wrote the 
and it 


“i 


Top French Song 
Paris, Aug. 30 

Prize for the best current French 
song has been awarded at Deauville 
to a number titled “Ma Rue et 
Moi.” 

Translated as “My Street and 
Mvself.” the tune was authored by 
Henri Contet and Marguerite 


Monnot. 


For First Time in Its 9 Years, BMI 
Affiliates Big in Sheet, Disk Sales 


Coincidental with the general 
seasonal upturn in sheet music and 


| platter sales, BMI for the first time 


in its existence has a concentration 
of songs published by its affiliates 


selling strongly in both fields 
Although BMI has had hit songs 
in the past, the song in question 


was usually by itself, such as “Sen 
timental Reasons,” “Open the Door 
Richard” or ““‘Managua Nicaragu: 
with nothing else concurrently no: 
another tune to follow it up 

For the time not 
BMI well represented on the 
selling sheet music and disk charts 
in virtually every category, but it 
is in a position to follow up on the 


first onlv is 


he SI 


heels of its current hits with an 
equally strong array of pop fare 
This is also the first break of its 


kind in the nine years it has been 
in business. 

“You're Breaking 
BoL®y Mellin’s top 
Hit Parade” a week 
day in fourth place 
tunes are “‘Bluebird On 
dow Sill,” already 
hillbilly labels with 
ters coming up on Decca, Johnny 
Bond on M-G-M, and=e several 
others. Also on the Mellin upcom 
ing list is “Vieni Su,” Latin-Ame! 
ican hit (new lyric), which will 
break out with Frankie Carle ‘Co 
lumbia), Vaughn Monroe (Victor), 
Dean Martin (Capitol), Bob Eberly 


My Heart.” 
tune, hit the 
ago Satur 

Followup 
Your Win 
recorded on six 
Andrews Sis 


(Decca), and others. Still another 
from Mellin is “Somehow.” which 
had Eddy Duchin on Columbia 


Billy Eckstine, M-G-M, Pied Pipers 
on Victor, plus others. 


“Room Full of Roses,” another 
“Hit Parade” tune, Hill & Range 
which followed right in on “Candy 


Kisses,” has the Aberbach brothers 
firm ready with “I’m Throwing 
Rice at the Girl I Love Like 
others in the Hill & Range catalog, 
this tune is modestly getting up 
steam for the pop field with a top 
lead as best selling folk disk via 


two major and three lesser labels 
on tap. 
Levy Tune Loaded 

Duchess Musiec’s (Lou Levy) 
‘Someday (You'll Want Me to Want 
You’) is well loaded with disks 
and selling powerful. “You're So 
Understanding,” the  Barron-Pe- 
mora hit, is still gathering momen- 


tum and as is the case With most 
of the BMI tunes, is more or less 
in process of getting under way 
for the peak. Al Porgie’s “Love Is 


Beautiful Thing” is also shaping 
ip nicely 

Johnstone-Montei, currently rep- 
resented with “Ooh—If You Knew 
is getting strong all-round reaction 
on “Strummin’ on the Old Banjo 
while Regent with ‘“‘Wedding in the 
Park will knuckle down on “She 
Wore a Yellow Ribbon,” title song 
from the RKO pic. Freddy Mar- 
tin’s firm, Fremart, is sitting pretty 
with “Now, Now, Now Is the Time.” 


*Russ Morgan's firm, Claremont, has 


I Can't Believe It” in like vein 
Jealous Heart” (Acuff-Rose), 
which actually received its start in 
the midwest, coming up from Nash- 


ville, is being spotted as one of 


the strongest comers in the BMI 
fold. Here again is a so-called folk 
or hillbilly tune coming to the 
front. Spike Jones’ “Dance of the 
Hours” is still another looming on 
the horizon, along with Beech- 


wood's “Whispering Hope,” a P.D., 
with a Jo Stafford platter for a 
starter Among the novelty or 
freak stuff in “Did You See Jackie 
Robinson Hit That Ball,” a Sophis- 
ticate publication; likewise, ‘’Trou- 
ble Blues,” which BMI's own pro- 
fessional department is banking on; 
Wishing Star,” upon which it 1s 
Just starting 

Sid Tepper and Roy Brodsky, 
who turned out “Red Roses for a 
Blue Lady” earlier this year 
dashed off a sequel, “Thanks M1 
Florist which Mills Music its 
publishing. 


‘RH’ Logging System 


Richard Himber'’s 
ances lists tunes in the survey 
liiey are compiled on the 
2 points for sustaining vocals, 3 


commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 3 majer territories, 


York, Chicago and Coast. For 
iliree territories counts 12. 


of commercial shows. 


Week of August 


new develope 


based on 


for commercial 


example, a 


it in logging broadcast perforin. 


four major tretwork schedules. 


basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental, 


for 
New 
vocal in all 


instrumental, 4 


commercial 


Added to these totals ‘s the listener ratings 
The first group consists of the top 30 songs. 


19 to August 25 


First Group 


Songs 
Again—7*“Road House” 
And It Still Goes 
A Wonderful Guy—*‘‘South 


Bali Ha’i—*‘‘South Pacific” 
Don’t Call Me Sweetheart 

Dreamy Old New England Moon 
Fiddle Dee Dee—‘ "It’s a Great 
Four Winds and the Seven Seas 


Give Me Song With Beautiful Melody 


If You Ever Fall in Love Again 
It's a Great 
I! Wish I Had a Record 

Just One Way To Say I Love You 
Let’s Take Old-Fashioned Walk 
Love Is a Beautiful Thing 
Mavbe It’s Because 

Now Now Now Is the Time 
Room Full of Roses 
Someday You'll Want Me 
Some Enchanted Evening 


Swiss Lullaby 

There’s Yes Yes In Your Eves 
Toot Toot Tootsie—: 
Twenty-Four Hours of Sunshine 
Where Are You 

Who Do You Know In Heaven 
Younger Than Springtime 
You're Breaking My Heart 


Pacifie” 


Baby, It’s Cold Outside—7*Neptune’s 
Anymore 


Feeling” 


Feeling—*"'It’s a Great 


PS e-e Oe 6.88 eS 


South 
Song of Surrender—:*Song of Surrender” 5 ase eo Cee 


‘Jolson Sings 


South 


Publishers 


Robbins 
Pe eer Shapiro 

il ihe neetata Sea ere ie Williamson 
Daughter” Morris 
ay ee Ee ey Williamson 
ABC 
Leeds 
Harms 
Lombardo 

‘It's a Great Feeling” Witmark 
J. J. Robbins & Sons 
Remick 
Crawford 


Feeling” 


“hiss: LEBOrty os. < Berlin 

*’ Miss Liberty” Berlin 
te hae ka eee Porgie 

eee ee ee ee se BVC 


Fremart 

Hill & Range 
Duchess 
Williamson 
Paramount 
Southern 
Witmark 


Pacific” 


Ca Feist 
Advanced 

ron Famous 

Robbins 

Pacific’ Williamson 


Algonquin 


Second Group 


Everytime I Meet You 
Everywhere You Go 


Forever and Ever 
Homework—*"'Miss Liberty” 
How It Lies 

Hucklebuck 

Just For Me 

Katrina—*“Ichabod and Mr. Toad 


Kiss Me Sweet 

Look For the Silver Lining 
Lora Belle Lee 

Lover's Gold 

Viake Believe 

My One & Only Highland Fling 
Riders In the Sky 


Through Long and Sleepless Night 
Twilight 


Two 


Little New Little Blue Little 


Why Fall In Love With a Strange: 


You're So Understanding ........ 


Beautiful Blonde Bashful Bend” 


look For the Silver Lining” T. B 


Eves 


Feist 
Lombardo 
Robbins 
Berlin 
Morris 
United 
Peer 
Melrose 
Advanced 
Harms 
Santly 
Oxtord 
lrriangie 
H. Warren 
Morris 
Miller 
Bloom 
Morris 
Campbell 
Barron-Pemora 


3urkleys of Broadway” 


‘Come To the Stable” 





46 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 31, 1949 





Jo Stafford's 
Touring Unit 


Jo Stafford is planning an unique 
series of concert dates in the mid- 


west during October, Capitol 
Records singer is making up a unit 
consisting of Paul Weston, Cap 
musical director, and a 25-piece 
band, plus the Starlighters, vocal 
group, and two other acts, which 


will play college dates and regular 
ballroom promotions. 

Based on the coin secured for 
three of the 11 days, Miss Stafford 
figures to earn a healthy return on 
the fortnight’s work. She’s down 
for one day at Michigan State, 
East Lansing, at $4,000 guarantee 
vagainst 60° of the gross, and a 
flat $6,000 for two days at Purdue 
U. Tour starts Oct. 15 and is the 
singer’s first p.a. work since last 
summer, when she worked the New 
York Paramount theatre. 


UNION BANS CANADIAN ~ 
SERVICE BANDS AT EXPO 


Toronto, Aug. 30. 

Upsetting the daily 24,000-seater 
grandstand shows at the Canadian 
National ° Exhibition, the Toronto 
local of the Canadian Musical 
Protective Assn. has banned ap- 
pearances here of the massed 
bands of the Canadian army, navy 
and air force. Three 40-piece units 
from each of the three services 
were to be included in the finale 
of the Olsen & Johnson  grand- 
stand show as well as the morning 
raising and evening lowering of 
the colors. These two ceremonies 


will now be carried out by three 
buglers. 

Arthur Dowell, union business 
agent, refuses all comment; the 
union president, Walter Murdoch, 
is in England. Elwood Hughes, 
general manager of the CNE, 
termed the union’s action a “pecu- 


. liar decision” and said that his 
offer to put in standby musicians 
was refused by the union. Matter 
is now being taken up with De- 
partment of National Defense. It’s 
also pointed out that many mem- 
bers of the three active services’ 
bands, who were formerly profes- 
sional musicians before joining up, 
have kept up their union member- 
ship fees. 





Vic Damone tapped for the Mo- 
cambo, Hollywood, Nov. 1 and will 
be followed by Danny Thomas 
starting No- 21. 














FRANKIE LAINE 


CURRENTLY 


LOEW’S STATE 
PROVIDENCE, R. I. 




















THE EVER POPULAR 
STANDARD 


DEED 
—DO 


LAUREL MUSIC CORP. 
1619 Broadway, N. Y. 19 





























WANTED: Top-notch pia- 
nist, bass, drummer, tenor 
sax, trumpet, arranger for 
name band. Travel if neces- 
sary. Phone for appoint- 
ment. Miss O'Keefe, PLaza 
5-7930. 
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ARIETY — ¢ > 8 
Survey of retail disk ne . wi ‘eo 5 o/s 
sellers, based on reports ob- n u| = o 7 Bs 9 
tained from leading stores in : Qa 5 5 |0 | ma: iF 2 e|e > 
12 cities and showing com- 3 4 |g eis | € ats ~ 5 & T 
seagp te ead i rlol|Milala|giglOlsi£IS oO 
parative sales rating for this alelals|o|2ig &\& 0 
and last week. Wis E |S | Vv, S | S| < & 5 c i 
eIZi/Slslal@#ili/sisliPiSlel + 
° CTBT Ll ala | si=i {il @ 
National Week Ending ie] rs | po ri i = < | be = E 7 | P 
Rating = | ! igiiia a\§ };/9}S) 8] | | . 
Aug. 27 SlelFielZleizlais/elels|! 
: Isic itifZisisigliaisitigsiz| & 
This Last l@/e/8/8/S/81/8/8/8)/8/8/8!/ T 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title IZI1Olg | ma. a & 1M | O | Min | AID a 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
1 1 “Some Enchanted Evening” a 1 4 2 6 2 9 1 59 
a VIC DAMONE (Mercury) 
2 5  “You’re Breaking My Heart”. 6 4 3 1 1 4 47 
oe M. WHITING-J. MERCER (Cap) 
3 4 “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” Bare uikeni 8 9 Ss 9s - 1 ~- 26 
~BVELYN KNIGHT (Decca) 
4 3 “You’re So Understanding” koko le 5 9 « 4 25 
: VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) 
5 “Someday” ee 2 9) 2 24 
a DICK HAYMES (Decca) 
6A 10 ‘Room Full of Roses” nese osssoses 2 9 7 - 3 23 
~— INK SPOTS (Decca) 
6B 12 “You’re Breaking My Heart”..... .. .. 6 Su _ 3 1 23 
ft), HAYMES-TATTLERS (Decca) 
oe “Maybe It’s Because” > _. 2 — 4 ” 22 
¥ VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) 
8 2 “Riders in the Sky” 10 7 7 3 8 20 
a TOMMY DORSEY (Victor) 
9 6 Phe TMOKIODUCK.... s....% ss0508s 9 8 ; 6 2 19 
~~ SPIKE JONES (Victor) 
10 16 “Dance of the Hours” Sar 3 1 18 
: ~ FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) 
11 “That Lucky Old Sun”............ 3 3... .. 16 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
12A “I Don’t See Me in Your ' Eyes” 4 3 15 
~ BING CROSBY (Decca) 
12B 8 “Some Enchanted Evening” 6 , 1 15 
ae D. DAY-F. SINATRA (Columbia) 
13 13. “An Old Fashioned Walk”....... -._ -- > FT 8 13 
EDDIE HOWARD (Mercury) 
14A 13 “Room Full of Roses” 8 2 12 
ale) J. STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (Cap) 
14B “Whispering Hepe”..........+.+. 4 6 12 
_ MILLS BROS. (Decca) 
14C “Someday” ei b iene ara q 6 12 
em COMO (Victor) = . 
14D a ere torso re 4 6 12 
rin SAMMY KAYE Victor) ae 
14E 16 “Room Full of Roses”............ 3 7 12 
~ GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
1I5A 7 “Again” ee , 5 10 
_ KENNY ROBERTS (Coral) sa _ 
15B 16 “I Never See Maggie Alone”...... .. .. .. 1 ;: 10 
LARRY GREEN (Victor) : 
15C “There’s Yes, Yes, in Your Eyes” Seats 6 6 10 
—_ SOKACH HOBAT (Decca) ¥ 
15D “Blue Skirt Waltz”. See 1 10 
7 FRANKIE YANKOVIC (Columbia) 
ft) ee es A ER 10 2 10 
TONY MARTIN (Vietor) 7 : 
1I5SF 16 “Circus” ....................... 1 a ae a ee 10 
| 1 2 3 | 4 5 
FIVE TOP  soutx pacific | Kiss ME, KATE been Fae MISS LIBERTY SILVER LINING 
6S 
A 4 B U M S Broadway Cast Broadway Cast | Selected Broadway Cast ete ieee 
Columbia Columbia |(Paul a Columbia Victor 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points Earned) 
No. of | No. of 
Label Records Points | Label Records Points 
ee eer ee ne 10 LO) See ae ‘els 38 
Decca... esses eee cece ee eee 8 Se) SD oo Kc tccerpeeedness 2 23 
Mercury 3 Pe SPY, 65.44 b 4b de sdlbce aa 1 10 








AMATEUR SUES MILLS IN 


SONG CONTEST SNARL 


Mills Music has been served 
with papers in a suit by Larry 
Stamps, amateur songwriter who 


won an am contest put on in 1948 
by Coast disk jockey Gene Norman 
at the Hollywood Bowl 
in the contest was a contract under 
which Mills would publish the win- 


Top prize 


ning song, which was selected by 
judges Ferde Grofe, Johnny Mer- 
cer, Victor Young, Johnny Green 
and David Rose. 


Stamps’ tune was titled “Said 
the Little Train.” His suit claims 
that not only didn’t Mills publish 


it as the contest terms 
but that Mills subsequently 
eted a melody titled 


promised, 
mark- 
‘Down By the 


Station,” a fair hit earlier this 
year, which Stamps asserts was 
very similar in idea to his crea- 
tion. “Station” lists Lee Ricks 


and Slim Gaillard as co-writers 


Billy Eckstine into Merry Go 
Round, Youngstown, Oct. 31. 


Hutton Toronto Date 
Snarled by Customs 


Toronto. Aug. 30. 

attraction at the 
Canadian National Exhibition, Ina 
Ray Hutton ran into border trou- 
ble at Fort Erie when Canadian 
customs officials refused to allow 
a special truckload of instruments 
to pass through until the necessary 


Danceband 


$1,000 posted bond was handed 
over. Seems nobody could pro- 
duce it, and journey to Toronto 


was held up for three hours while 


frantic phone calls were put 
through to New York and CNE 
officials. 

Green light was given when 


Canadian customs decided to put 
one of thelr men on the truck as 
watchdog to Toronto of four trum- 


pets, six saxes, two trombones. 
four clarinets, a bass fiddle. the 
drums and the plavers’ uniforms. 


Meanwhile Miss Hutton, who had 
trained in, and the 14 men who 
came by bus were forced to miss 
their afternoon performance at the 
prefabricated ballroom at the 
'CNE. Mixup also badly dented 


‘TIM-TAYSHUN’ REISSUE, 
ACCENT ON STAFFORD 


Capitol Records is back on the 
market with Red Ingle’s “Tim-Tay- 
shun” record, which not too long 
ago sold over 1,000,000 copies. In 
reissuing the disk, however, Cap 
isn’t missing a bet. While the orig- 
inal release of the platter did not 
give the vocalist billing, which 
started a guessing game culminat- 
ing in the spotlighting of Jo Staf- 
ford as the purveyor of the hill- 
billy-slanted vocal, the new disk 
clearly makes certain it’s Miss 
Stafford 

Cap’'s new label gives the femme 
singer top billing over Ingle in an 
effort to renew sales via her disk 
mart power. It also has dropped 
the hillbilly spelling of the song’s 
title in preference to the straight 

“Temptation” tag. 


first night’s opening on word-of- 
mouth that Miss Hutton’s band 
had not arrived but Miss Hutton 


grimly waved the baton, 
waits between 
small turnout. 


with long 
numbers, for the 


Legal Hurricane 


An infringement suit with freak 
overtones is being threate 
the current pop hit, “Four Winds 
and Seven Seas.” It involves the 
Lombardo brothers in several dif 


ned over 


ferent ways that the music busi- 
ness, with all its infringement AC. 
tions, never heard of before. 

Back in 1927, a tune titled 
“Where in the World” was mar- 
keted, with the writers listed as 


Al Lewis, Gerald Marks. 
Gill and Carmen Lombardo. Sha- 
piro-Bernstein published. Lewis 

‘ =~ 
Marks and Gill are the complain- 
ants against “Four Winds,” Lom. 
bardo refusing to become a party 
to it. They assert that the mel 
ody of “Winds” infringes on the 
melody of “Where in the World.” 
Shapiro, incidentally, also refuses 


Emerson 


to become a party to the com- 
plaint, but may be drawn in on 
an involuntary basis. 

Here’s the rub in the whole 
thing: Carmen Lombardo, listed 
as one of the “Where” writers, ig 
co-owner of Lombardo Music, 
which publishes “Four Winds.” 
Not only that, Don Rodney, vocal- 
ist with Guy Lombardo’s orches- 


tra, is one of the co-writers (with 
Hal Davis) of “Four Winds.” 


SAM WEISS SETS UP 
OWN PUBLISHING (0. 


Sam Weiss, 








former Coast rep 
for Edwin H. Morris Music, has 
gone into business for himself, 


Weiss has been in the east for the 
past two weeks or so and late last 
week finalized plans for his own 
publishing venture, which will be 
undertaken without outside finan- 
cial help. It'll be called Sam Weiss 
Music. 

Weiss will headquarter on the 
Coast, returning there next week, 
and he will put a one-man staff 
to work in N. Y., reversing the 
usual procedure of headquartering 
in N. Y. and having representation 
in the west. Weiss gets going with 
two tunes, one titled ‘““Mad About 
You,” from the King Bros.’ forth- 
coming film, “Gun Crazy,” and a 
pop by Dave Franklin titled “A 
Man Wrote a Song.” 








WELCOMES YOU TO THE 


' ALEXANDRIA HOTEL 


Sth at Spring St. LOS ANGELES 
War or peace, we 
always found ac. 
commodations for 
our friends in show 
business. And now 


—as always — you'll 
receive traditional 
; Frank Walker serv- 
% ice... plus a special 
theatrical rate! 
S DRIVE-IN GARAGE 
NIZAARUARNITA 


\! 4 Mi MY 








BOURNE 
TO LIVE 

















Wanted—Active partner to oper 
ate-contact for two established 
corporations. (1) a music pub. 
corp. (Member: ASCAP); (2) @ 
record corp., records on the mar- 
ket, own studios near Radio City. 
Partner with some capital & part or 
full time. Owners in poor health. 


Address: Box 1921, Variety, 154 
West 46th st., New York 19, N- Y. 














‘4Winds’ Blows 
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LONDON FLIES FIRST See Hope Yet for Det. 


FFRR DISKS TO U. S. 


London Records flew its first 


ipm 
- Ss. from England Monday 


(29). Shipment consisted of ap- 


roximately 35,000 high-fidelity 


disks of approximately 60 different 
classical selections. They ll be 
distributed to dealers in the U. S. 
jmmediately. They're all Micro- 
groove Long-Playing platters. 

London was to have had the 
disks here earlier, but held up 
until a greater number of units 
could be brought in at once 
They're the first FFRR material 
to be retailed in the U. S. since 
British Decca and U. S. Decea 
concluded a deal whereby the sale 
of FFRR in the U. S. would be 
taken over from Decca here by 
London Records, U. S. counterpart 
of British Decca. . 

It cost 10c a disk to air freight 
the platters from England to this 


On the 


New York 

Dick Contino on week’s vacation, 
resuming theatre run Monday (5), 
at Canton, O., then six weeks of 
RKO time in Rochester, Syracuse, 
Boston, Washington, etc;  ex- 
Horace Heidt accordionist has set 
several theatre records recently . 


ed 


Louis Armstrong made first Decca 


records in N. Y. Monday (29) ... 
Chappell Music took over, “If I 
Were You” from Fanfare Music. 
_,. Ike Carpenter band signed with 
Discovery Records ... Guy Lom- 
bardo named chairman of Nassau 
County Golden Anni ‘Recreation 
Day” at Roosevelt Field, Long 
Island, in October .. . Johnny 
Bothwell into Cafe Society, Sept. 
16... Tommy Valando recovering 
from kidney op in N. Y. hospital. 
. Homer and Jethro join Spike 
Jones’ troupe at Indiana State Fair. 
Decca reissuing Glen Gray’s 
“I Can Dream, Can’t I,” with 
Kenny Sargent vocal, as result of 
Andrews Sisters click disk... Ray 
McKinley plays home town, Fort 
Worth, opening three days at Lake- 
worth Casino, Sept. 16... King 
Cole into Paramount theatre, N. Y. 
Oct. 19... Lawrence Fishbein now 
general manager of Edward B. 
Marks Music in N. Y. 


Chicago 


Norman Granz’ “Jazz at the Phil- 
harmonic” returns to the Chi Civic 
Opera House Oct. 14, with Ella 
Fitzgerald in the star spot... . Disk 
jock Ernie Simon hack from a 
three-week vacash in Hawaii.... 
Lee Pines took leave of Al Trace’s 
orch, as pianist-arranger, when a 
small investment in an oilwell in 
southern Illinois. came through. 
Pines intends to concentrate on 
composing....Lionel Hampton 
Starts a tour of nine Canadian 
cities Sept. 19, with bookings set 
by Associated..... Russ Carlye 
opened Aug. 26 at Ideal Beach, 
Monticello, Ind., and stays through 
Labor Day... Orrin Tucker comes 
back to Karzas ballrooms here 
Sept. 20 after finishing at Peabody 
hotel, Memphis Sherman Hayes 
winds up his three months at O. 
lenry ballroom here, Sept. 11, 
with one-nighters until first part of 
October... Teddy Phillips heads 
for St. Louis and seven days at 
Casa Loma ballroom, Sept. 9 
Disk jockey Hugh Douglas and the 
Mrs heading for a three-week mo- 
tor trip to Hollywood in Sept 

ictor recording songstress Fran 

arren making her first Chi ap- 
earance at the Chez Paree, with 
anny Thomas....Gloria Hart, Art 
Kassel’s former vocalist, broke in 
as a single last week at Lake Club, 
Springfield. Ill....Orch leader 
vawrence Welk invented a new 
dish called “Squeezeburger,” with 
Chi Harding restaurant chain tak- 
Ng over distribution in this terri- 


wy .. Del Scott Quartet set for 
— Gras Club, Lafayette, La 
ct. 3 for four weeks Bernie 


tummins into Claridge hotel, Mem- 
Phis, Sept. 9 till end of the month. 





Pittsburgh 


yibaton, Elliott back into West 
Stand Park for fourth week's 
Ski are in two months . . . 
hie Nelson, former vocalist with 
Toms Marx, Glenn Miller and 
Eve a Dorsey, singing with 
eotios Neill’s band again on its 
m on dance Stands and also on 
Ar of outfit’s one-nighters . . 
"a Marsico back batoning at Nixon 
mc after six-week rest at his 
ee Place in Ligonier, Pa. . . 
ganen and Buddy Bonds, twin or- 
9 Sts, into Bill Green’s Cocktail 
unge for indefinite run. They 





ent of FFRR recordings into | 


Upbeat 


To Have Orch Season 


Detroit, Aug. 30. 

Although Henry H. Reichhold. | 
president of the Detroit Sym- 
phony, stated Thursday (25) there 
probably would be no 1949-50 or- 
chestra, Jack Ferentz, president 
of the Detroit Federation of Mu- 
sicians (AFL), declared Friday 
(26) that he was “not giving up 
the ship” and said that a season 
of music by the organization still 
was possible. 

Reichhold said Detroit would 
be without its orchestra unless 
“rich Detroiters’ come _ forward 
with funds and unless the union 
“goes on record as to the mini 
mum the musicians must have 

Ferentz said the musicians could 
not accept less than they received 
last year, when the minimum was 
$100 a week. Reichhold has offered 
an $85 minimum wage for a 16- 
week season, Ferentz said. 


| 
| 
; 


were at the Ankara here for sev-! 
eral months last winter ... Carl 
De Berthin’s orch had its option 
lifted at Johnny Brown’s club in 


East Liberty . Bill Bickel and 
his Starliters Trio into third month 
at the Pines . Jerry Murad’s 


Harmonicats opened week's en- 
gagement Monday (29) at the Copa. 


Hollywood 


Desi Arnaz combo on a 10-day 
stand at the Cal Neva Lodge at 
$3,000 flat ... Frankie Carle closed 
at Palladium here Sunday (28) and 
disbanded until he opens at the 
Shamrock, Houston. Nov. 10 
Ray Robbins’ option hoisted for 
four more weeks at the Aragon 
ballroom ... Dave Barbour four- 
piece combo backing Peggy Lee 
at Las Vegas Thunderbird, starting 
Nov. 10... Les Brown band into 
the Trianon Sept. 30, at $2,000 
against 50°. on each weekend, for 
five straight weekends ... Spade 
Cooley crying the blues over the 
smashing of his sailboat by a sub- 
merged object off El Segundo plier. 
‘3 Louis Armstrong combo, at 
$4,500 weekly, starts a fortnight 
at Flamingo, Las Vegas, Jan. 26... 
Buddy Childers on first trumpet in 
Woody Herman’s band, subbing for 
Ernie Royal ... Leighton Noble 
band flew from Catalina to etch 


four faces for Coral. “That’s My | 
Weakness Now,” “Ain't She | 
Sweet?” “Dime A Dozen” and| 


“Jealous Heart.” 


Tony Martin won't start at the 
Flamingo, Las Vegas, Sept. 8, for a | 


scheduled two-week engagement. 
He’ll do it later. Nitery let him out | 
of the date so he can fill two NY | 
radio guest shots ... Rudy Vallee | 
will be opening headliner at the | 
Commodore, new Vancouver, B. C., | 
nitery which opens Sept. 10. He'll | 
get $4,500 per stanza ... Craig 
Flanagan has joined Joe Glaser’s 
Associated Booking, Inc., to handle 
cocktail units as assistant to Milt 
Deutsch . .. Peggy Lee into Las 
Vegas’ Thunderbird for two weeks 
starting Nov. 10, with Dave Bar- 
bour four-piece combo backing. 
Package gets flat $5,000 weekly. 
Herb Wald has joined Knicker- 
bocker pubbery as Coast rep. He 
formerly was with Chappell Music 
Lesly Gray slicing four faces 
for Castle Records . .. Slim Car- 
ter, oatuner, Bill Gaither and the 
Madcaps signed by M-G-M Rec- 
ords, with Jesse Kaye, waxery’s 
local chief, handling their first re- 
cording session . . Dave Kapp 
told Patti Andrews that Decca will 
start soloing her regularly, since 
her partial solo on “I Can Dream 
Can't I?” last month. Side, along 
with ‘Lilli Marlene,” sold 300,000, 
according to Kapp. 


ARTIE SHAW TO MIX 
THEATRES, 1-NITERS 


Artie Shaw will mix theatre 
dates and one-nighters with new 
band he will take on the road 
next month It's Shaw's. initial 
tour with a pop band in several 
years. : 

Combo will consist of 17 men, 
being styled similarly to the 
swing band that made the record- 
ing “Begin the Beguine,” still one 
of RCA-Victor’s top standard sell- 
ers after 10 years. 

Shaw opens at Symphony Hall, 
Boston. Sept. 14. then goes to 
Rhodes-On-The-Pawtucket, Provi 
dence: State theatre, Hartford; 
followed by Canadian dates in 
Toronto. Peterboro, Niagara Falls, 
London, Hamilton. Sudbury and | 
Sault St. Marie. 
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McDONALD-MCA TEAR Ethel Smith’s 2 Al 
UP BAND CONTRACT 


Hollywood, Aug. 30. 

Billy MacDonald has booked him- 
self and his band into the Floren- 
line Gardens here after a mutual 
tearing-up of his 
Pact had two more years 
to run, but was cancelled after nu- 
disagreements. 
> when the bandleader refused 
to take a booking ; 
Las Vegas, after ; 


Miss Smith last week cut 


“Beautiful Wisconsin.” 
“Windmill’s Turning,” 


MacDonald’s chief com 
that MCA had refused to get him 


bums: BOB SMITH SIGNED 


Cornpone and Gospel 


Organist Ethel Smith is doing a 


FOR VICTOR DISKS 


RCA-Victor has. signed Bob 
Smith, creator of  television’s 
“Howdy Doody” character, for rec- 
ords. Initial effort by Smith, 
whose “Howdy” series aired five 
nights a week on 22 NBC net sta- 
tions, is one of the top kiddie video 
shows, will be an album that will 
be cut and dried in time for Xmas 
sales. It will be a continued story 
with musical background 

Smith’s contract was signed via 
Martin Stone Associates, who han- 
dle all “Howdy Doody” licensing 
agreements Since the character 
was developed by Smith, varieties 
of kiddie clothing, dolls, ete 
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The Fast-Breaking Hit Ballad 
From the 20th Century-Fox Picture 


“COME TO THE STABLE?’ «+010 news 


Starring LORETTA YOUNG and CELESTE HOLM 


HUGH A LONG AND 
SLEEPLESS Null 


COLUMBIA RECORD #38539 


DINAH SHORE 


With Chorus and Orchestra 
UNDER DIRECTION OF HARRY ZIMMERMAN 


Columbia 





Records 
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VARIETY SONG CAVALCADE: 


eeeeeees? ( Musical-Historical Review: 1800-1948 ) #444444 


Compiled for 


VARIETY 


By JULIUS MATTFELD 


(Copyright, Variety 


inc. 


All Rights Reserved) 


legends and other basic background information, attendant to the compilation 


and presentation, appeared in the Oct 
Cavalcade started publication serially 
clipped and filed for future reference. 


issue when the Variety Song 


6, 1948, 


lt is suggested that these installments be 


Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is copyrighted and may not 


be reproduced either wholly or in part. 


1928—Continued 


If I Had You. w., m., Ted 5Sha- 
piro, Jimmy Campbell and Regi- 
nald Connelly Robbins Music 


Corp., cop. 1928 by Campbell, Con- 
nelly & Co.; assigned 1928 to Rob- 
bins Music Corp. 

In a Mist. Piano solo. m., Bix 
peiderbecke. Robbins Music Corp., 
cop. 1928. 

Jeannine, I Dream of Lilac Time 
(Film: Lilac Time). w., L. Wolte 
Gilbert. m., Nathaniel Shilkret. 
Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 1928. 

Just Like a Melody Out of the 


Sky. w., m., Walter Donaldson. 
Donaldson, Douglas & Gumble, 
Inc., cop. 1928. (Successor Pub., 


Bregman, Vocco & Conn). 

K-ra-zy For You (Treasure Girl). 
w.. Ira Gershwin. m., George 
Gershwin. New World Music Corp., 
cop. 1928. 

Laugh! Clown, Laugh! w., Sam 
M. Lewis and Joe Young. m., Ted 
Fiorito. Remick Music Corp., cop. 
1928. 

Let’s Do It (Paris). w., m™.. 
Porter. Harms, Inc., cop. 1928. 

Let's Misbehave (Paris). w., ™., 
Cole Porter. Harms, Inc., cop. 1928 

Lonesome in the Moonlight. w., 
Renee Russell. m., Abel Baer. Leo 
Feist, Inc., cop. 1928. 

The Lonesome Road (Film: The 
Show Boat). w., Gene Austin. m., 
Nathaniel Shilkret. Spier & Cos- 
low, Inc., cop. 1928. (Suecessor 
Pub., Bregman, Vocco & Conn). 

Love Me or Leave Me. w., Gus 


Cole 


Kahn. m., Walter Donalson. Don- 
aldson, Douglas & Gumble, Inc., 
cop. 1928. (Successor Pub., Breg- 


man, Vocco & Conn). 

Lover, Come Back to Me (The 

ew Moon). w., Oscar Hammer- 
stein, 2nd. m., Sigmund Romberg. 
Harms, Inc., cop. 1928. 

Ma Belle (The Three 
keteers). w., Clifford Grey. m., Ru- 
dolf Frim!. Harms, Inc., cop. 1928. 

Manhattan Serenade. Piano solo. 
m.. Louis Alfer. Robbins Music 
Corp., cop. 1928. 

March of the Musketeers (The 
Three Musketeers). w., P. G. Wode- 
house and Clifford Grey. m., Ru- 
dolf Friml. Harms, Inc., cop. 1928. 

Marie. w., m., Irving Berlin. Irv- 
ing Berlin, Inc., cop. 1928. 

Mem’ries. w., Henry M. Neely. 
m., Harold Sanford. M. Witmark & 


Mus- 


Sons, cop. 1928. 

Memories of France. w., Al! 
Dubin. m., J. Russet Robinson. 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co., 
cop. 1928. (Successor Pub., Mills 
Music). 


Moonlight of My Delight (Chee 
Chee). w., Lorenz Hart. m.. Richard 
Rodgers. Harms, Inc., cop. 1928. 

My Lucky Star (Follow Thru). 


w., m., Bud G. DeSylva, Lew 
Brown and Ray Henderson. De- 
Sylva, Brown & Henderson, Inc., 


cop. 1928. (Successor Pub., Craw- 
ford Music). 

Nagaski. w., Mort Dixon. m., 
Harry Warren. Remick Music 


‘Corp., cop. 1928. 
Once in a Life Time (Earl Car- 





A NEW JIMMY McHUGH 
STANDARD 


IT’S A MOST 
UNUSUAL 
DAY 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 
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roll Vanities, 7th Edition). w., Ray- 
mond Klages. m Greet 
Robbins Music Corp., cop. 1928. 

One Kiss (The New Moon). w.. 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2nd. m., Sig- 
mund Romberg. Harms, Inc., cop. 
1928. 

Precious Little Thing Called 
Love Film: The Shopworn Angel 
w., m., Lou Davis and J. Fred 
Coots. Remick Music Corp., cop. 
1928. 

Regimental Song (The White 
Eagle). w., Brian Hooker. m., Ru- 
dolf Friml. Waterson, Berlin & 
Snyder Co., cop. 1928. (Successor 
Pub., Mills Music). 

Revenge. w., Sam M. Lewis and 
Joe Young. m., Harry Akst. Remick 
Music Corp., cop. 1928. 

She’s Funny That Way. w.. Rich- 
ard A. Whiting. m., Neil Moret. 
San Francisco. Villa Moret Inc., 
cop. 1928. 

Short’nin’ Bread. w., m., Jacques 
Wolf. Harold Flammer, Inc., cop. 
1928. 

Softly, As in a Morning Sunrise 
(The New Moon). w., Oscar Ham- 
merstein, 2nd. m., Sigmund Rom- 
berg. Harms, Inc., cop. 1928. 

Sonny Boy (Film: The Singing 
Fool). w.. m., Al Jolson, Bud G. De- 
Sylva, Lew Brown and Ray Hen- 
derson. DeSylva, Brown & Hender- 
son, Inc., cop. 1928. (Successor 
Pub., Crawford Music). 

Stout Hearted Men (The New 
Moon). w., Oscar Hammerstein, 
2nd. m., Sigmund Romberg. 
Harms, Inc., cop. 1928. 

Sweet Lorraine.  w., 
Parish. m., Cliff Burwell. 
Music Co., Inc., cop. 1928. 

Sweet Sue—Just You. w., Will J. 
Harris. m., Victor Young. Shapiro, 
Bernstein & Co., Inc., cop. 1928. 


Jesse 


Mitchell 
Mills 


Sweethearts On Parade. w.. 
Charles Newman. m., Carmen 
Lombardo. Chicago: Milton Weil 
Music Co., cop. 1928. 

The Tartar Song (Chee Chee). 
w., Lorenz Hart. m., Richard 


Rodgers. Harms, Inc., cop. 1928. 
That’s My Weakness Now. w., 

m., Bud Green and Sam H. Stept. 

Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., Inc, 


cop. 1928 by Green & Stept; as- 
signed to Shapiro, Bernstein & 
Co., ime. 


There’s a Rainbow Round My 
Shoulder (Film: The Singing Fool. 
w., m., Al Jolson, Billy Rose and 
Dave Dreyer. Irving Berlin, Inc., 
cop. 1928. (Successor Pub., Bourne, 
Inc.). 

There’s Something About a Rose 
—That Reminds Me of Yoda. w., 
Irving Kahal and Francis Wheeler. 
m., Saminy Fain. Waterson, Berlin 
& Snyder Co., cop. 1928. (Succes- 
sor Pub., Mills Music. 

To Be Forgotten. w., m., Irving 
Berlin. Irving Berlin Standard 
Music Corp., cop. 1928. 

Watching the Clouds Roll By 
(Animal Crackers). w., Bert Kal- 
mar. m., Harry Ruby. Harms, Inc., 
cop. 1928. 

When You’re Smiling — The 
Whole World Smiles With You. w.. 
m., Mark Fisher, Joe Goodwin and 
Larry Shay. Chicago: Harold Ros- 
siter Music Co., cop. 1928. 

Where Is the Song of Songs for 
Me (Film: Lady of the Pavements). 


w., m., Irving Berlin. Irving Berlin, 
Inc.. cop. 1928. 
Where the Shy Little Violets 


Grow. w., m., Gus Kahn and Harry 
Warren. Remick Music Corp., cop. 
1928. 

You're the Cream In My Coffee 
(Hold Everything!) w., m., Bud G. 
DeSylva, Lew Brown and Ray 
Henderson. DeSylva, Brown & 
Henderson, Inc., cop. 1928. (Suc- 
cessor Pub., Crawford Music). 

You Took Advantage of Me 
(Present Arms). w., Lorenz Hart. 
m., Richard Rodgers. Harms, Inc., 
cop. 1928. 

You Wouldn’t Fool Me (Follow 
Thru). w., m., Bud G. DeSylva, 
Lew Brown and Ray Henderson. 
DeSylva, Brown & Henderson, cop. 


1928. (Successor Pub., Crawford 
Music). 
Automobile production now 
crossed the 4,000,000 per year 
mark. 


Marathon dancers still wearily 


dragged themselves across dance 
floors. 

C. C. Pyle launched his “Bunion 
Derby.” 

Flagpole sitting was the latest 
addition ta the craze for producing 
records of some sort. With it, the 
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Am I Blue? (Film: On With the 


Show). w., Grand Clarke. m., 
Harry Akst. M. Witmark & Sons, 
/cop. 1929. 


Aren’t We All (Film: Sunnyside 


Up). w., m., Bud G. DeSylva, Lew 
Brown and Ray Henderson. De- 
Sylva, Brown & Henderson, Inc., 
cop. 1929. (Successor Pub., Craw- 
ford Music). 

Beside An Open Fireplace. w., 
m., Paul Denniker and Will Os- 
borne. Santly Bros., Ine., cop. 
1929. (Successor Pub., Santly-Joy). 

Can't We Be Friends (The Little 
Show). w., Paul James. m., Kay 
Swift. Harms, Inc., cop. 1929. 


Can’t You Understand? w., Jack 
Osterman. m., Victor Young. Don- 
aldson, Douglas & Gumble, Ine., 
cop. 1929. ‘(Suecessor Pub., Breg- 
man-Vocco & Conn). 


Canto Siboney. w., m., Ernesto 


Lecuona. Havana, Cuba: Agencia 
Internacional de Propiedad In- 
telectual, cop. 1929 by Ernesto 
Lecuona. (Successor Pub., Leo 
Feist). 

Chant of the Jungle (Film: Un- 
tamed). w., Arthur Freed. m.. 


Nacio Herb Brown. Robbins Music 
Corp., cop. 1929 by Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer Musie Corp.; assigned 
1929 to Robbins Music Corp. 
Cross Your Fingers (Sons 0’ 
Guns). w., m., Arthur Swanstrom, 


Benny Davis and J. Fred Coots. 
Davis, Coots & Engel, Inc.., cop. 
1929. (Successor Pub., Words & 


Music). 

Deep Night. w., Rudy Vallee. m.. 
Charlie Henderson. Ager, Yellen & 
Bornstein, Inc., cop. 1929. (Sueces- 
sor Pub., Advance. 

Don't Ever Leave Me (Sweet 
Adeline). w., Oscar Hammerstein. 
2nd. m., Jerome Kern, T. B. Harms 
Co., cop. 1929. 

Dream Lover (Film: The Love 
Parade). w., Clifford Grey. m., Vie- 
tor Schertzinger. Famous Music 
Corp., cop. 1929. 

Ev'ry Day Away from You. w.. 
Charles Tobias. m., Jay Mills. 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., Ine., 
cop. 1929. 

Fortunio’s Song (Fortunio). 
Original French words, Alfred de 


Musset; English words. Adrian 
Ross. m., Andre Messager. London: 


Chappell & Co., Ltd., cop. 1907 by 
Choudens, Paris; cop. 1929 by 
Chappell & Co., Ltd., London. 

Goodness Knows How I Love 





cop. 1929. 

I Don’t Want Your Kisses (Film: 
_So This ts College). w., Fred Fisher 
|'and M. M. Broones. Robbins Music 
Corp., cop. 1929 by Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer Musie Corp.; assigned 
1929 to Robbins Music Corp. 

I Got a “Code” in My “Dose”— 
Cold in My Nose. w., m., Arthur 
Fields, Fred Hall and Billy Rose. 
Santly Bros., cop. 1929. (Succes- 
sor Pub., Santly-Joy). 

I've Got a Feeling I’m Falling. 
w., Billy Rose. m., Harry Link 
and Thomas Waller. Santly Bros., 
— 1929. (Successor Pub., Santly- 
Joy). 

I Kiss Your Hand, Madame. 


w., 
Fritz Rotter; American words by 
Lewis and Young. m., Ralph Er- 


win. Harms, Inc., cop. 1928 by Edi- 
tion Karl Brull, Leipzig; cop. 1929 
by Harms, Ine. 

I'll Close My Eyes to the Rest 
Of the World. w., m., Cliff Friend. 
Remick Music Corp., cop. 1929. 

Vil See You Again (Bittersweet). 
w., m., Noel Coward. London: 
Chappell & Co.. Ltd., cop. 1929. 

If I Had a Talking Picture of 
You (Film: Sunny Side Wp). w., m. 
Bud G. DeSylva, Lew Brown and 
Ray Henderson. DeSylva, Brown 
& Henderson Inc., cop. 1929. (Sue- 
cessor Pub., Crawford Music). 
Jericho (Film: Syncopation). Ww, 
420 


Robin. m., Richard Myers. 
Harms, Inc., cop. 1929. 
June Moon (June Moon). W., 


m., Ring Lardner and George S. 
Kaufman. Harms, Inc., cop. 1929. 
Keepin’ Myself for You (Film: 


Hit the Deck). w., Sidney Clare. 
m., Vincent Youmans. Vincent 
Youmans, Inc., cop. 1929. (Sue- 


cessor Pub., Harms. Inc.). 
Lady Luck (Show of Shows). W., 
m., Ray Perkins. M. Witmark & 


Sons, cop. 1929 

Little by Little. w.. m.. Walter 
O'Keefe and Bobby Dolan. De- 
Sylva, Brown & Henderson. Inc., 
cop. 1929. (Successor Pub., Craw- 
ford Music). 


A Little Kiss Each Morning—a 
Little Kiss Each Night (Film: The 
Vagabond Lover). w.. m. Harry 
Woods. Harms, Ine., cop. 1929. —~ 

Liza (Show Girl. w.. Gus Kahn 
and Ira Gershwin. m., George 
Gershwin. New World Music Corp. 
cop. 1929. 

Love, Your Spell Is Everywhere 
(Film: The Trespasser), w., Elsie 
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wk. wk. Title and Publisher ra S \Sie@ isla lSloliu = IEIa! s 
1 1 “Enchanted Evening” (W'mson) 3 92 1 «21 1 1 3 5 1 2 +1 3 _=108 

“2. +2 “Room Full of Roses” (Hill-Range) 2 1 3 .- 2 3 4 I 6 9 4 1 8 

3. 4 “Breaking My Heart” (Algonquin) 1 3 .. 4 7 -- 1 -. 9 I 8 7_ 58 

“4 +7 “Old Fashioned Walk” (Berlin)... 6 .. 4 5 .- 6 2 3 -. 7 2 .. 58 

“5A 10 “Yes in Your Eyes” (Remick) > S 6 3 i . a” __ 8 e Pile a 34 

“5B 3 “Again” (Robbins) es Oe Ss ee 

“6 7 “Maybe It’s Because” (B.V.C.) 5 10 8 8 .. a irae Ae. __ 33 

7 5 “Bali Ha’i” (Williamson) PE a AS Sa _2 8 .. .. 2 
8 6 “Forever and Ever” (Robbins)... ._ ae, oe _ 10 ee . pa. Dee _8 27 

“9 13 “I Love You” (Berlin) TSE Se SPA eee ee 

10 “Someday” (Duchess) ya 4. ma =. Seas __ 22 

11 12 “Riders in the Sky” (Morris) ea ees a ae ae 

i2. 8 “4 Winds and 7 Seas” (Lombardo) .._ 7 .._-- 6 8 ae 9 16 

13. 9~=s “It’s Cold Outside” (Melrose) aa 9 6 3 15 

14A 13. “The Hucklebuck” (United) 9 a of bis 13 

14B “24 Hrs. of Sunshine” (Witmark) 8 10 3 13 
name of Shipwreck Kelly bounced You. w., Billy Hays and Ray Bretz. Janis. m., Edmund Goulding. Irv- 
into headlines. m., Ted Weitz. Waterson, Berlin & ing Berlin, Inc., cop. 1929. (Sue- 

The stock market was climbing} Snyder Co., cop. 1929, (Successor cessor Pub., Bourne, Inc.). 
to astronomical highs. Pub., Mills Music). Louise (Film: Innocents of 

“Peaches” Browning appeared in Great Day (Great Day). w., Billy Paris). w., Leo Robin Richard A, 
vaudeville. Rose and Edward Eliscu. m., Whiting. Famous Musie Corp., cop. 

Mae West was playing in “Dia-| Vincent Youmans. Vincent You- 1929. ’ ; : 
mond Lil.” mans, Inc., cop. 1929. (Successor Moanin’ Low (The Little Show). 

Greta Garbo was in her sixth Pub... Miller). w., Howard Dietz. m., Ralph Rain- 

ear, i . »stab- yer. Harms  € 929. 
ooo Assen and well estab Gypsy Dream Rose. w., James BS (eee a ee (CGeeat 
Pla nips et a Juded “The , Kendis and Frank Samuels. M., pay) y Billy + linger Edw: na 
Front Page” (Hecht ory Men | Meyer Gusman. Kendis, Gusman Eliscu ‘m “Vincent Venton 
Arthur, authors), “Strange Inter- ar hen ane Patek. (Succes- Vincent Youmans, Inc., cop. 1929. 
lude” (Eugene O'Neill, author), ” es ¢ (‘Successor Pub., Miller Music) 
“New Moon” and “Whoopee.” Happy Days Are Here Again My Kinda Love. w., Jo’ Trent. 

“The Singing Fool” (Al Jolson) (Film: Chasing Rainbows). w., Jack m., Louis Alter. Robbins Musie 
set film box office records never Yellen. ne, Milton Ager. Ager, Yel- Corp., cop. 1929. 
before approached by anything. len & Bornstein, Inc., cop. 1929. My Love Parade (Film: The 

ieee aac | (Successor Pub., Advance). Love Parade). w., Clifford Grey. 
1929 Head Low. w., Willard Robison. m., Victor Schertzinger. Famous 
~ m., Frank Skinner. San Francisco: Music Corp., cop. 1929. 

Ain’t Misbehavin’ (Hot Choco- Villa Moret, Inc., cop. 1929. My Song of the Nile (Film: The 
lates). w., Andy Razaf, m., Thomas Here Am I (Sweet Adeline), w., Drag). w., Al. Bryan. m., George 
| Waller and Harry Brooks. Mills Oscar Hammerstein, 2nd. m., W. Meyer. M. Witmark & Sons, 
Music, Inc., cop. 1929. Jerome Kern. T. B. Harms Co., COP. 1929. 


My Sweeter Than Sweet (Film: 
Sweetie). w., George Marion, Jr., 
m., Richard A. Whiting. Harms, 
Inc., cop. 1929 by Famous Music 
Corp. 

Pagan Love Song (Film: The 
Pagan). w., Arthur Freed. m., 
Nacio Herb Brown. Robbins Musie 
Corp., cop. 1929 by Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer Corp. 

Painting the Clouds With Sun- 
shine (Film: Gold Diggers of 
Broadway). w., Al Dubin. m., Joe 
Burke. M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 
1929. 

Paree (Fifty Million Frenchmen). 
w., m., Cole Porter. Harms, Inc., 
cop. 1929. 

Romance. w., Edgar Leslie. m., 
Walter Donaldson. Donaldson, 
Douglas & Gumble, Inc., cop. 1929. 
(Successor Pub., Bregman, Vocco & 
Conn). 

(Continued next week) 
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Saratoga No Longer Playground beds room try High Button Shoes’ Plus Pic to Test 


For Chi-Chi; Pop Prices Key to Biz .:ti"s.."""" Tah Musical Policy at N. Y. Strand 














| the booking of 

a, N. Y., Aug. 30. + § of acts and will experi- | 
a Ser dome Pitt T ment with a “society” band policy + Condensed versions of legit 
The seas : itt enor Benny Fields, who was ne shows may make their appearances 

: ’ as to have . * y 
day (27) at Saratoga has — or 7 Doubles : opened Sept. 26, has been cancel- Copa Caprice, Atlanta, in top vaude houses. Deal for the 
myth that the spa is a p yea Chauffing Taxicab led as a result. He may play the Reopens to Big Biz first Broadway musical to play a 
for society. It's now a foregone Pittsburgh, Aug. 30 room later if policy doesn’t pan 4 * vaude house in some years has 
conclusion that the nh eye have iaasi Mar : Aug. : ; rey j : Atlante, Aua. 90 —— i i Mick Se, 
> er completely and the re- . nee Boylan, local tenor, has a es iia. aae , vay : ; aie 2 Sept. 29. 
oli have te run along pop- sideline when jobs get scarce. He It's planned to try the band Copa Caprice Club, shuttered a _ ton *“ibhate 
oriced lines if it’s to come out drives a cab. Sometimes even policy at least one month during the summer, reopened its Button Shoes” to go into that 
sa during nitery engagements, singer —_~ _ doors Thursday (25) to turnaway nee lew four weeks. with two 


Indicative of the change in continues to double behind the 


heel of i CANTOR’ 0/ business. Night spot, located in weeks of options, in conjunction 
the tenor of the town is the: “7©*' % 8 taxi » § 206 VS. 60 0 Imperial hotel, is under direction with the film “Task Force’ (WB). 


engagement of Hildegarde at the _ Boylan nd just turned in his badge gy of Jimmy Gonzales, leader of his Sixtv-minute version will have 
Piping Rock club at the beginning fot gos gh satiogy He's been FOR CHI CONVENTI i¥ own Latin band. the cast which recently wound up 
signed as the house singer at th > : : j > N ’. “subway cir- 
the season. Hildegarde played + e ; : atur Urr : Henry a tour of the N. Y. “subway ¢ 
cae spot as the sole entertainer. Avenue burlesk house in Detroit, Eddie Cantor will get one of the Guume uadsi'e Poendlion Distt ‘aide cuit.” Joey Faye, Danny Dayton 
However, business was extremely where he opens Saturday (3). Last "8hest convention date salaries in, 7" 4‘ is gg . 


lorvas . star .. and Betty Bonney are the main- 
spotty, indicating that those the Year he did a similar stretch at TeCent years when he opens at the wen a ‘e nat fore ga stays. Entire company comprises 
chantoosy draws at the swank the Casino, local home of the Peel Electrical convention at the Colo- “ i see en, Ho a Le 40 people. Several scenes will be 
ots, such as the Persian Room Wheel, and later also in Rochester, S&U™: Chicago, Sept. 30 Come- Ray's Ba orca Pee ine deleted to fit requirements of the 
of the Hotel Plaza, N. Y., where N. Y. This summer he’s been job- dian is signed at $20,000 for a 10- ROY S “society” oreh 1s Providing vauder 
she's the ho'iest draw the room >ing around the cate belt and day stand against 60% of the USK 


“OSS ‘ . : Providing good draw for Para- Strand is reported shopping 
9 agg eet ; - hauling pas gross. In addition, convention's ,. a sicé 
has, didn’t come lo Saratoga this & f sengers. promoters will pay for the band “ise Room is a radio giveaway around for other tabloid musicals, 
season. Busin “ai a that spot and surrounding talent. Included Show “Luncheon in Paradise,” | since house is working on the as- 
cng Ae a aes "is 1 Prige: 7 WESSON. BROS, AGAIN in Cantor’s retinue will be Al aired daily over WBGE, with Stan sumption that there aren't enough 
plight on 7 a ad ge Joe . Chaler, billed as “A Mad Russian”; Raymond as emcee. strong bands around to keep 
wis, Connee swell, Raye : 


F vs : : ee srosses profitable. With the nearby 
sows reg ind . Sid Fields, who did the “Guffey teenie prone coc Fey 
geht gg A pe lara Ronee SPLITTING AS TEAM and “Prof. Mellonhead” characters Paramount and Capitol competing 
1e sea: ‘ ‘ 


' ne on the air and singer Vickee REDSTONE WOULD SELL ee ee ee 
of the business done the last two The Wesson Bros. are again ‘ — that it’s foolhardly to continue with 


Richards. 


weeks breaking up their act “after per- of ; that policy. 
Another indication that the re- sonal differences.” Duo were Cantor will precede this stand BOSTON L.0., MAYFAIR “Shoes” will go into the Strand 


sort is being supported by those slated to go into the Capitol, New with a series of dates, starting at $12,500, which pars the prices 


Tor : . +: ‘di (3) ‘ . . Jer’s Boston, Aug. 30. ; 
not in the chi-chi set is seen in i k, in mid-September, but Parade “ Y. ya bag tens ge - ines iain an ae of paid for name bands and surround- 
: . , P cance > : . é N. : ene or Mickey »dste , oper: s tole sals are rj aye 
the fact that the Minsky Carnival rey ve cancelled out. Phil Fos- : : ing talent. Deals are on with sev 


ter will substitute. Jack Leonard United . Jewish Appeal. Cantor has the Latin Quarter and Mayfair eral theatres to break in unit for 
Was originally slated as the Wes- a the resort snr i niteries here, is attempting to un the Strand. It's likely that Warners 
sons’ replacement, but he’s been gp: age ie est ae ‘der Cont 1 yage 52) 
: : ; ; ark ahs ‘ ad his cafe holdings in order to ontinued on page 

Al LIANCE T0 SAMPLE moved to the following show. a oy ithe the first wae. that | load his } . f 

ry" ’ ’ ° Cs “Po ¢ » ¢@ . sre . . iy =) ‘© sre 
+ lhe Wesson’s. Dick and Kens. 1e ao a regular act there Comic concentrate on the operation o 
is also pacted for a stand at the 


previously broke up on the Coast | : ~ or a sti a ° his drive-in theatres. Redstone had MAGICO A. J CANTU 
VAUDE FOR CIRCUIT several years ago, being reunited Lancaster (Pa.) Fair, Sept. 13; the been negotiating with Lou Wal 


ahent & seat o> Shriners’ Ak-Sar-Ben temple, Sept. ters and E. M. Loew. owners of KILLED IN CAR MISHAP 
Chicago, Aug. 30. They're current iin Pale 21, and a stand at the Warner thea- the Latin Quarter, N. Y., who sold 
Alliance theatres are teeing off Lounge, Galveston. which is their Ue Atlantic City, Sept. 25. Lat- the Boston L.Q. to Redstone five 


ter is a benefit for a local organi- J. Cantu, who did a novelty 
vaude policy which may, if success- last date sictiesanh sale’ a ee om ade |e sigan act, was killed last week 
ful, be used throughout 98-theatre Te zation, but Cantor is being paid. Walters and Loew decided while motoring from a date at the 
circuit. Most of the theatres, lo- Cantor is starting his Eversharp against returning to Boston espe- Henry Gradv hotel, Atlanta, to the 
cated in the midwest, are in towns BLUE ANGEL'S FALL POLICY ‘Take It or Leave It” series Sept. cially since the N. Y. bonifaces Cheat Lake Supper club, Morgan- 


Continued on page 53) 








that haven't seen vaude in many The Blue Angel, N. Y., is slated 11. Shows will be taped for are currently negotiating to take town. W. Va Full details aren't 
+“ - = to install shows Sept. 7. Irene broadcast while he’s on tour, over Earl Carroll's theatre-restau- yet disclosed other than the fact 
‘irst show will be the Roy Acuff , Williams, Claude Alphand and Her- seaueeseaepmoeer ae rant in Hollywood. that Cantu was caught in the back- 
ackage at the Grand, Terre Hat mz shitts T av ae . . . ; . “dc sever; reeks ag ‘ , ‘rican ich hit 
ae . : va ~ be Sel oie y C a lrio have been book Texas Chain Sets Louise Massey Redstone’ seve ral weeks ago wash of the hurricane which 
» Sept. 1-2. Same bi wi play e for the preem show. Lubbock. Texas. Aug. 30 opened a drive-in in the Bronx Florida - ; 
peo! ag Rema pe Sept. = Spot ap Aye ren several —— Louise Massey, composer and and is operating similar ventures Brother of Cantu living in Los 
v¥ Moon ncennes, In ago with the piano team of Eadie 


singer, set for a series of personals in Revere and Dedham. both Bos-| Angeles was notified, and in turn 
Pete Panagos, circuit film book- and Rack providing the entertain- | on the Wallace circuit in northwest ton suburbs, and Valley Stream, wired agent Miles Ingalls in New 
er, also books the talent. ment. Texas. L. -I. York. 


HAROLD MINSKY Presents 
FIRST EDITION of 


M N SKY'S FO LL ES hi 


NEWEST SENSATION OF THE ENTERTAINMENT WORLD 


With a Broadway Cast of 30 Top Notch Entertainers Mostly Girls 
Opening Sept. 2nd (4 WEEKS ENGAGEMENT) 
—Just Closed— 


4 Sensational Weeks © BEVERLY HILLS COUNTRY CLUB 


RILEY’S LAKE HOUSE Cincinnati | 
SARATOGA, N. Y. Followed with: BOWERY, Det. 


1 oad. VOGUE TERRACE, Pitts. 
; a FOR AVAILABLE DATES—Contact MILES INGALLS, HOTEL ASTOR, New York City 
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“One of America's Great- 
est Girl Shows." 
EARL WILSON, 
N. Y. POST. 
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City Slickers Hot Licks Take 
Round Haircut Onus Off Sq. Dances 





The city slickers are 
pack at the country cousins for the 
introduction of the square dance in 
metropolitan centres. The urban 
urchins vacationing in the hinter- 
lands are bringing about a series of 
changes. The square dance, as is 
being practiced today in the remote 
country spots, is a mixture of the 
rural reels and jitterbugging. Gen- 
eral contour of the terp is along 
established -lines, but there are 
Lindy-hopping embellishments that 
take this dance form out of the 
category of relaxation for the old- 
sters into the classification of vio- 
lent exercises for youth groups. 

Having learned the rudiments of 
the backwoods ballets while in the 
cities, the vacationing kids have 
superimposed the fancy figures 
usually cut at the Roseland ball- 
room on the traditional square 
dance. 

It’s now an established fact that 
the urbanites have taken over com- 
pletely. The callers are working 
more rapidly. The dances 


catch their 
breath. The callers, incidentally, 
have been forced to get a wider 
range of tunes because the number 
of dances in one night exhausts the 
standard catalog. The ‘newer’ 
(Continued on page 51) 


the callers need to 





Attach Canova Receipts 
On Omaha Pact Snag 


Omaha, Aug. 30. 
Comedienne Judy Canova ran 
into trouble in Omaha Monday 
night (29). Receipts on her date 
at the Auditorium were attached by 
Ak-Sar-Ben, which claimed she ran 

out on a contract last summer. 
Miss Canova denied she knew 

anything about such a contract. 


striking # 


are | 
shorter since both the prancers and | 


Fritzi Zivic Sued by Pitt 
Boniface for $2,200 Loan 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 30. 
Metz, veteran Pittsburgh 
nightclub owner, filed a judgment 
note for $2,200 over the weekend 
against Fritzi Zivic, former welter- 
weight boxing champion, and occa- 
sional cafe performer, and his 
wife, Helen, 


Don 


| 
Metz claims he loaned the Zivics 


that amount a year and a half ago 


and that they have disregarded 
numerous demands for payment. 


The amount now totals $2,519, in- 
cluding $209 interest and $110 at- 
torney fees. Lately Zivic has been 
a prizefight promoter. 





Dunham Group in Cannes 
Preps New Paris Show 


Cannes, Aug. 23 

Katherine Dunham andé_. her 
troupe are continuing their junket 
on the continent. Recently they 
played a benefit at the Bal des Pe- 
tits Lits Brancs, and last week (16) 
they performed at the Theatre aux 
Etoiles, in Cannes. The troupe 
was hampered by the _ backless, 
roofless and cramped stage. They 
gave a trailer version of their suc- 
cessful Parisian show earlier this 
year, “Carribean Rhapsody.” 

Miss Dunham shared the show 
with the French choral group, The 
Nine Companions of Song, who 
were at one time Edith Piaf’s part- 
ners. Miss Dunham and her troupe 
‘are on the Riviera primarily to 
ready their new show to open at 
the Theatre de Paris in Paris Oct. 
18. 


| Houlton, 


182-Pop. Town Sees 


Circus Due to Minn. Snag 
Minneapolis, Aug. 30. 

Unable to appear in Minnesota 

at this time because of a state law 


prohibiting circus appearances dur- 'the RKO Proctor, Newark, debuts | panded to the point wher 
its first full week in that house in| tude of talent will 


ing the State Fair, the Al G. Kelly- 


| 


Miller Bros. circus last week played | vas 
‘vanced because of change in films. 


Wis., population 182, 
across the river from this state. 
Incidentally, Houlton is across 
the river from Stillwater, a Minne- 
sota town with a population of ap- 
proximately 10,000. 


STAGE SHOW SKED 
IN MPLS. UPBEAT 


Minneapolis, Aug. 30. 

Stage shows are making a de- 
cided comeback here. 

In a single week, starting Sept. 
15, for example, the town will 
have, simultaneously, the musical 
comedy, “Brigadoon,” at the Ly- 
ceum, legitimate roadshow house; 
a stage show headed by Edgar 
3ergen at Radio City, and another 
Palace vaudeville unit at the RKO- 
Orpheum. Also, Lena Horne will 
be winding up a fortnight at Club 
Carnival. 

The competition for live-enter- 
tainment patronage is expected to 


prove “the life of trade’ instead 
of holding down the takings for 
the offerings individually. Local 
amusement biz believes that the 
array of attractions will attract 
many transients from the sur- 


rounding territory to Minneapolis 
during the 10-day period and that 
additional interest in shows will 
be stimulated locally to the ad- 
vantage of all, the only question 


| being whether amusement pur- 
chasing power will be equal to 
the occasion. 

Up until a little more than a 


month ago the town hadn't had a 
combination stage-screen show in 
over a year. Now, by mid-Septem- 
ber, it will have had five of them. 
And legitimate stage shows here 
are only intermittent. 




















“Madame Bovary” opened 
at the Capitol to the biggest 
opening day business in seven 
months—playing to upwards 
of 12,000 persons. 

N. Y. Journal-American 


e 











JAY MARSHALL 


Currently 


CAPITOL, New York 


Mgt.:, MARK J. LEDDY—LEON NEWMAN 





Sasser. 

















years. Adams opener was 


Proctor’s lineup so far includes 


Proske’s Tigers, Ben Yost Vikings, | 


Pat Henning, Fred Sanborn, Doris 
Patts and Mrs. Waterfall, and 
Peggy Taylor Trio. Adams so far 
has lined up Roberts Sisters and 
White, and Benson & Mann. It 
will be the first time since revival 
of the Palace shows that RKO has 
encountered simultaneous opposi- 
tion. In towns where there is com- 
petition, shows are spaced so that 
there are never two vauders in 
the same town. Although the Para- 
mount, Syracuse, a Schine house, 
is playing eight-acters as is RKO, 
both of them aren't playing at the 


same time. 

RKO execs stress that the op- 
position isn’t their prime worry. 
Major fear is that a string of poor 
shows will give the policy a bad 
name and may consequently kill 
off hopes of further expansion 
when the supply of acts has ex- 
Fred Kelly to Stage N.Y. 


Latin Quarter Dances 

Fred Kelly, 
Gene Kelly, has been signed to do 
the dance production for the next 


brother of filmster 


Latin Quarter, N. Y., show. It’s 
the first time since Lou Walters 
opened the LQ that Mme. Kame- 
rova will not be connected with 
the production. 

The LQ show, which goes into 
rehearsal this week for a preem 


in the next couple of weeks, will 
have as emcee-singer former film- 
actor Alexander D’Arcy, who will 
be making his Broadway nitery 
debut. Deal between the actor 


‘and Walters was concluded during 











Lh 












house, which 


boniface’s recent visit to Cannes, 
where D’Arcy has a home. 


Others on the show will include 


Frank Libuse Stuart Morgan 
Dancers, Mazzone-Abbott Dancers, 
Gloria Leroy and Ernestine 





Columbus Burley House 
Resumes Tiiis Week 
Columbus, Oke, Aug. 30. 
city’s only burlesque 
has been shuttered 
for the summer, reopens Friday (2). 
In past years house had opened 
during state fair week the last 
of August but delayed this year in 
order to get a larger share of the 
spotlight. 


Gayety, 


Acts will be booked from the 
eastern wheel, and presented by 
Jack Kane, whose offices in 
| Youngstown control the local girl 
show. Jay McGhee, associated 
with the Kane interests for 20 
years, is house manager. 





Jack Parker, who until recently 
did a juggling single, has added a 





Too-Quick Rise May Hurt a 


Continued from page 1 

















a pleni- 
be available 


ad-| for Palace shows throughout the 


country. 
RKO currently feels that it has 
the advantage over other houses 


because of the Palace name 


and 
the string of 14 weeks that it now 
offers plus others that wil! come 


up shortly. Circuit is stil] mulling 


expansion. With that in its favor 
chain thinks it can successfully 
compete with other houses in 


both price and quality of the bill 


The RKO road shows comprise 
acts that have first played the 
N. Y. Palace. Booking of the 
Broadway showcase is a pre- 
requisite before the additional 
road time is granted. This is 


dramatically opposite the standard 


| practice of former years when a 


performer had to £O oul on the 
road for as many as 40 weeks be- 


fore he was considered for the 
Stem showing. ‘ 
Expand Interstate Vaude 
Dallas, Aug. 30. 
Vaude business on the _ Inter. 
state time, which recently revived 
vaudeville with a “Palace” policy 
unit, has been sufficient], encour- 
aging to expand the route of the 
unit now playing the circuit. Open- 
ing date, at the Majestic, Dallas, 
Aug. 18, for a full week, is re- 


ported as strongest house has had 
In some time. As a result of that 


stand operators of other circuits 
are buying this unit after Inter- 
state route is completed 
Additions to the route now in- 
clude a one-day stand in Pine 
Bluffs, Ark., Oct. 1, and a full 
week at the Malco theatre, Mem- 


phis, Oct. 2. Show is currently in 
Houston and will continue to San 
Antonio, starting there Sept. 1; 
Austin, Sept. 8, for four days; 
Beaumont, Sept. 13, for two days; 
Ft. Worth, week of Sept. 16, and 
Tulsa, Sept. 23. 
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Vacationers Return From Mountains 


Gives N. Y. Niteries Pre-Season Lift 


Cafes in the New York area are+ 


continuing on the upswing and it’s 
felt that pickup is due to fact that 
vacationers are returning to town 


pecause of the return of cooler | 
weather. Resumption of the hot 
spell over the weekend hasn't 


caused any appreciable pickup in 
the hill country, and innkeeprs are 
resigned to fact that the next big 
crowd, over Labor Day weekend, 
will be last dip into the tall coin 

The mountain and resort boni 
faces originally didn’t expect a 
good season because of the scarcity 


of big spenders. However, the pro- 
longed hot spell made it impera- 
tive for many to get out of the 
cities, and consequently _ resort- 
owners had a month of record- 


breaking business. But then busi- 
ness dived. 

The returning vacationers, how- 
ever, started a pickup in nitery 
business that’s bringing late 
August totals more than 15% 
above that of last year. This is 
business that they would ordinarily 
get after Labor Day. Cafe opera- 
tors anticipate the influx of new 
shows will keep attendance up to 
the normal September levels at 
least. 














PATRICE JAN 


HELENE and HOWARD 


Currently 
Jack Carter's TV Show 
and 
Scaroon Manor 








Midgets Missing on Way 
To Bay City Fair Dates 


Detroit, Aug. 30 

Police in this area are continu- 
ing their search for Fred and Betty 
Retter, trouping with “Art Noble’s 
Midget Stars,’ who vanished early 
last week shortly after checking out 
of a Pontiac hotel. The midget 
couple, both in their middle 30s 
ankled for Bay City, where Noble’s 
outfit had an engagement to play 
the county fair. 

Noble asked State Police to 
search for the pair He said there 
had been no ill feeling or quarrel; 
that the Retters had been with his 
show about a year, and he had ex- 
pected them to complete the county 
fair circuit. 


INK SPOTS WHAMMO 
IN LONDON OPENING 


London, Aug. 30 
The Ink Spots opened to smash 
biz at the Pailadium Monday (29) 
Originally booked for three weeks, 
their advance was so big that en- 
gagement was extended another 

week even before they opened 
This is the Negro quartet’s sec- 


ond London appearance. They 
played the Casino for Bernard 
Delfont last year. Delfont has 


bought the group for a tour of the 
provinces. After their opening 
business in the provinces, Delfont 
asked, and got, an extension of the 
tour from the original eight weeks 
to 16. Gale agency handles them. 

Also registering big on _ the 
Palladium bill are Florence Des- 
mond, who showed a new line of 
satires which went over exceed- 
ingly well, and “Think-a-Drink”’ 
Hoffman, who scored with his 
novel drink-concoctions. 
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(That Boy Comic) 


Just completed 6 months engagement at: 


CLUB GAY HAVEN, DETROIT 


And inked for another 6 MONTH PERIOD 
IS THAT GOOD? 


PETER IODICE and JOHN ANTHONY 




















Currently 


Oct. 13 
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ANTHONY, ALLY 
an” HODGES 


FIFTH WEEK 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


NEW YORK CITY 
Sept. 16-29 MT. ROYAL HOTEL, Montreal 
CAPITOL, Washington, D. C. 


RKO CIRCUIT TOUR 
Exel. Mgt.: DAVE JONAS—MATTY ROSEN 
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numbers include “Casey Jones, 

Hot Time in the Old Town To- 
night,” “Seeing Nellie Home” and 
others in that genre. 

Aside from the Lindy-hopping 
sequences, the most apparent 
change is in the speed in which 
the girls are twirled about. The 
turns are the fastest prac- 
ticed on standard dance floors and 
a femme 
if she’s 


about 


needs some 
not to be 


ballast 


off the 


solid 
flung 
premises 
The old-folks are now reduced to 
Staying on the sidelines or dancing 
with couples within their own age 
imits Occasion: a belle will 
If the males 
her advanced 
she can last out the round, 
she slows the session up for 
others 


get into a young circle 
are considerate of 
years 
but 
the 

While the a.k.’s are somewhat re- 


sentful of the juvenile invasion 
from the city, operators are ex- 
tremely grateful. The rustie re- 


treats have never had such tremen- 


dous business. In former years, 
even with a good Saturday night, it 
didn’t pay the boniface to hire a 
three-piece band. Today, the 


Saturday nights pack the spot with 
overflow buying drinks at the bar 
and taking them outside. If seating 
Space is essential, the drinkers can 
Sip in their cars 

Also in the bonifaces’ favor is the 
fact that weather is virtually im- 
material. Since these hinterland 
hot spots are in isolated places, 
customers come by car 

Situation is most evident in the 
Adirondacks in the Lake George, 
N. Y., area. Within 15 or 20 miles 
of that resort there’s a plenitude 
of square dance emporia and all of 
them are doing capacity business 


with most of the patronage consist- | 


ing of metropolitan vacationers. 
Urbanites -who find the new type 
reels too dangerous get a terrific 
kick just from watching. 

Since the spots must draw on the 
same crowd within the area, it’s 
profitable to hire musicians for Fri- 
days and Saturdays only. Take on 
those nights is sufficient to support 
the spot on the slow nights that 
follow. 


K-F Latches on to Callers 
Joining the trend of commercial 


outfits towards showmanship in 
sparking sales, Kaiser-Frazer is 
latching on to the square dance 


craze as a peg for introducing its 
1950 auto models. In several key 
city tests, the company’s sponsor- 
ship of outdoor country hoofing 
for the public has already paid off 
with huge crowds and heavy news- 
paper publicity. 

A mammoth square dance under 
K-F auspices was held last week on 
Boston’s esplanade with 25,000 in 
Company brought in a 
corn-pone band,with a caller, and 
arranged for the appearance of 
several top square dance units to 
lead the crowds. Company also 
held competitions among the hick 
hoofers in various Boston localities. 
Jack Goldstein, former pub-ad di- 
rector for David O. Selznick, han- 
dled the promotion. 

Kaiser-Frazer will spread _ the 
square dance bally into a number 
of other cities, including St. Louis, 
Seattle, Pittsburgh and Newark 
under the overall supervision of 
Les Kaufman, former publicity di- 
rector for Republic and Universal. 


|Other angles, such as beauty con- 
| tests, public service safety demon- 


| currently 


strations and free rides for hos- 
pitalized vets to ball games, are also 
being worked, but the square dance 
pitch has proved to be the most 
effective publicity-getter to date. 
Goldstein, in fact, is prepping a 
square dance unit of eight hoofers 
plus a caller for a vaude tour. He's 
dickering with Sol 
Schwartz, RKO theatre vice-prexy, 
for an appearance at the Palace, 
N_Y.. and other RKO vaude houses. 





Joey Bishop, current at Latin 
Quarter, N. Y., pacted for Copley 
Plaza, Boston, Oct. 12. 
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"“Cardini, Easily the Best of 
the Sleight-of-Handers.” 
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Rosenbloom, Lewis to Try N. Y. Edition 


Of Slapsie Maxie’s on Embassy Site 





Mary Hatcher Fills 
Week Owed in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 30 

Mary Hatcher, who owes the 
Copa a week, picked herself a 
good time to fill it. She comes into 
Lenny Litman’s club Sept. 26 
same day her husband, Herky 
Styles, opens a few miles out on 
the highway at Vogue Terrace with 
Benny Goodman's band 

Several months ago, while Good 
man was doing some one-niters in 
the territory, Miss Hatcher, then 
honeymooning with Styles, did two 
nights for Litman when his star 
that week, Harry Beilafonte, came 
down with a_ bad _ throat On 


strength of her click on the briefie, 
Copa signed her to head its show 
a fortnight later 


THREE CHARGED WITH 
PHILLY CAFE RACKET 


Philadelphia, Aug. 30 

Three men charged with at 
tempting to shake down the owners 
of the Tabu Club were held for 
further hearing, while police ex 
tended investigations to determine 
if a new protection racket was be- 
ing worker up for cafes here. 

The trio, Ettare De Grascio, 
John Lauletta and Ernest DiBiase, 
all of South Philadeiphia, were ac- 
cused of smashing mirrors and 
other furnishings in the Tabu, fol- 


lowing alleged unsuccessful §at- 
tempts to get money _ from 
proprietors Stanley Schwartz and 


Irving Perper. 

Similar rowdy incidents in at 
least three other mid-city bars 
were charged against the three by 
| police. Marty Collins, club watch- 
man, alleged he was threatened 
with a knife before the vandalism 
started. According to detectives, 


+ 


Slapsie Maxie Rosenbloom and 
Sammy Lewis are negotiating for 
the defunct Embassy club, N. Y. 


Deal is expected to be finalized 
latter part of the week, when 
Lewis returns from ,the Coast. 
Spot would be known as Slapsie 


Maxie’s and be patterned after the 
defunct nitery of that name on the 
Coast, which at various times was 
owned by both Rosenbloom and 
Lewis 

Marcus, current owner of 
is asking $50,000 for 
the property. Corporate plans be- 
tween Rosenbloom and Lewis call 
for each to put up close to $15,000 
each, out of which a down payment 
on the cafe would be made and 
an operating fund set up after al- 
terations are completed. Balance 
of the purchase price would be 
paid over a period of years. 


sam 


the Embassy, 


include two 
compris- 


Remodeling would 
stages, with initial show 
ing Patti Moore and Ben Lessy 
former is Mrs. Sammy Lewis), 
who open tonight (Wed.) at Ciro’s, 
Hollywood Tentative opening is 


set for Oct. 1 

The Embassy was originally 
started by Bill Miller, who now 
operates the Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J 


Marcus was interested financially 
in the spot and took over shortly 
after Miller acquired the Riviera. 
Last season, spot was fronted by 
Jerry Gerardo, and folded after a 
bad season 
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the same men had asked Perper Photographs Grace Billboard's Covers 

eight months ago to put them on|§ WG Plaza 7-0233 

.the payroll for “protection,” & “=«COP¥ RT 165 West 46th St. a 

threatening otherwise to “bring in Hie Photographers _ New York 19, N.¥_ i 
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PEIRO 


RADIO CITY 


Beverly Hills Country Club, 
November. 


Personal Management: 





{ATILIO—HECTOR) 


Just Concluded Engagements af: 
Paramount New York (4 Weeks) 
Henry Grady Hotel, Atlanta, Ga. (2 Weeks) 
Town Casino, Buffalo, New York (2 Weeks) 
Chicago, Chicago (2 Weeks) 
Latin Quarter, Boston (2 Weeks) 
Capitol, Washington, D. C. (1 Week) 
Palmer House, Chicago (6 Weeks) 


Currently: 


New York—5 Weeks 


a return engagement at the Paramount, New York, in 


SAM TISHMAN and MILTON BERGER 
701 Seventh Avenue, New York 19, N. Y. 
Telephone: Circle 5-4587 


BROS. 
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Newport, Ky., to follow and 
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Night Club Reviews 


Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 26. 

Dannu Thomas, Fran Warren 
Ginger Kinney, Chez Paree Ador 
ables (10), Al Wallis, Cee David 
son Orch; $3.50 MiNWIN, $1 
cover. 

Tables on the dancefloo 
up and mobs of people in holiday 
dress go hand-in-hand with a Dan 
nv Thomas opening at the Chez 
Place hasn’t seen such activity In 
months, and elbow room will re 
main at a premium during Thom 
as’ six-week stay. Ability to achieve 
intimacy and get audience hang 
ing on his every phrase has paid 
off with big returns for the comic 

Despite length of show, pace is 
kept lively with terrif production 


ropes 


numbers, “My Ship Has Sailed 
and “Scheherazade,” both colorful 
and lavish, plus fast twirling of 


terper Ginger Kinney and vocaling 
of Victor recording artist Fran 
Warren. Both Miss Warren and 
Miss Kinney are doing a first at 
the Chez and each accomplished 
the tough job of quieting a first 
night crowd obviously on hand for 
Thomas. Miss Kinney’s tap rou- 
tines to “Anything Goes” rated 


husky plaudits. Gal’s a looker, and 
pixie gestures and facial expres 
sions embellish her rapid foot 
work 

Miss Warren could have had 


rough poing, trying to hold the 
ringsiders on two slow ones. “Over 
the Rainbow” and “Temptation,” 
but feat was achieved with little 
difficulty. Latter, sung to drum ac 
companiment only, showcases gal’s 
ability both vocally and in pro- 
jection. And she got rapt atten- 





NAOMI 
STEVENS 


Chants With a Chuckle 
NOW APPEARING 


CLUB CHARLES 


BALTIMORE 











tion of payees with “Wonderful 
Guv” and “This Is Where Love 
Walked Out,” bowing off to solid 
applause. 

Thomas’ knack of mixing every- 
dav experiences, human frailties 
and underdog stories with bits of 
nostalgia — all leading to belly- 
laughs—had seatholders begging 
for more after 55-minute solo stint 
Parody to “South Pacific,’ backed 
by Walter Popp at keyboard and 
called “North Atlantic,’ exhibits 
clever songs, stories and twists 
particularly his ‘‘Bali Ha’i” take 
oft Al Va’i.”” Guy’s definitely 
eot the touch when it comes to 
story-telling, timing and an end 
less reservoir of fresh material 

Cee Davidson continues to show- 
back in first-rate manner, with Al 
Wallis’ vocals backing the elab 
orate production numbers. Greg 


Versailles, N. Y¥. 
Jon & Sondra Steele, Bob Grait 
Orch, Panchito’s Rhumba Band; 
$3 50 recveeennLeuTne. 





Sondra Steele 
been around the cafes for years, 
and they’re an entertaining hus 
band-wife harmonizing team for a 
summer booking at the Versailles 
They're not in the usual chi-chi 
idiom for the eastside nitery, 
which caters considerably to the 
European colony with its bookings, 
but then again neither are the 
summer patrons at the Versailles 
distinctly in the same category. 
Which makes them a big click 
with the visitors from out-of-town. 

Jon Steele is a_ pianist-singer, 
with his mate supplying the per- 
sonality at the mike. They do 
pops and novelties, with their best 
being “Dry Bones” rather than 
“My Happiness,” by which they’re 
probably best known through their 
hit disk of that name. 

They're the only act on the bill, 
being backed excellently by the 
Bob Grant band. Kahn 


Jon and have 





Flamingo Sets Dot Shay 
Las Vegas, Aug. 30 
Dorothy Shay opens a two-week 
stand at the Flamingo here open- 
ing Oct. 20. 
She’s now at the Mark Hopkins. 
in Frisco, and goes to the Cocoanut 
Grove, L. A., next month. 
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Skating Vanities just returned from Europe where they 
played to 675,000 people in 12 weeks—in Paris, Zurich 


Skating Vanities opens with the new 8th edition in 


Starts American tour in Chicago Stadium, Chicago, 


HAROLD STEINMAN 


Room 608—Phone Circle 7-1348 
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Bop City. N. Y. 

Louis Armstrong Orch (6) with 
Velma Middleton; George Shear- 
ing Orch (5), The Treniers (6); 
$1.50 aminimumn; 98c. general ad- 
isston. 


Bearding the bopophiles in their 
own den, Louis Armstrong is 
knocking over the  flatted-fifth 
traces and firmly planting the ban- 
ner of New Orleans over Bop City. 
Armstrong has come back to 
3roadway in top form with a fine 
supporting combo to reassert jazz 


in its classic, hot, four-to-the-ba1 
form Even the confirmed bop 
addicts, who consider ragtime to 


be prehistoric, don’t cavil at pay- 
ing tribute to the wham jazz man 

The phenomenal standup biz at 
this bop emporium, despite the 
willing temperatures since Thurs 
day night’s (25) preem, is addi 


tional evidence of Satchmo’s su 
premacy. No other attraction at 
Bop City has come close to pack 


ing this spot so solidly and steadily 
in all sectors from the ringside 
tables to the leftfield bleachers, 
where the juves are massed stand 
ing to the wall. 

Armstrong is currently being 
backed by a topnotch group of 
sidemen, most of whom also have 
a legendary aura around them. 
The combo comprises Jack Tea 
garden on trombone, Earl! ‘‘Father” 
Hines on piano, Barney Bigard on 
clarinet, Cozy Cole on drums, and 


2 standout young bass, Avrell 
Shaw Velma Middleton is the 
femme vocalist and does a first 
rate job on a repertory of bluesy 


indigo numbers. 

On stage for 45 minutes five 
times nightly, the Armstrong unit 
is delivering a huge catalog of 
standard jazz numbers, with virtu 


ally a new show at every appear- 
ance. Armstrong, of course, beats 
out his gravel-voiced  slide-toned 
vocals on such faves as ‘“Shad- 
rack” and “As the Saints Go 
Marching By,” among others, and 
duets with Miss Middleton and 


flock of others. 
also takes 


Teagarden on a 
Each of the sidemen 


long solo licks in a rotating se- 
quence, all delivering superla- 
tively Armstrong’s trumpeting, 


after spanning nearly four decades 
of jazz history, still pours out with 
incomparable drive and melodic 
inventiveness that surpasses mere 
virtuoso technique. And “Ole 
Satchmo,” to top it all, is a natu- 
ral showman with an irresistible 
personality on the bandstand. 

In a radically different style, 
George Shearing’s quintet is dish- 
ing up an unusual mix of bop and 
classic. Britain’s contribution to 
“progressive music,” Shearing is 
an accomplished pianist with an 
intricate and intense style of play- 
ing. He has a well-matched combo, 
comprising Margie Hyams_ on 
vibes. Chuck Wayne on 
Denzil Best 
Levy on bass. 


{In the more frantic antic style | 
Treniers run a non- 


of bop, the 


stop race of solo riffs. Group, | 
which ineludes an_ instrumental 
quartet with two vocalists, have a 


wild and woolly attack. Herm, 
Empire Room. Chi 


(PALMER HOUSE) 
Chicago, Aug. 25. 





Janet Blair and Blackburn 
Tivins. Maria Neglia, Sid Stone, 
Merriel Abbott Dancers (10), Ed- 
die O'Neal Orch; $3.50 minimum, 
$1 cover. 

Talent-packed bill goes over 
Strongly, headed by Janet 


and the Blackburn Twins. 


Miss Blair and the Blackburns, | 


in closing slot, have the boys ex- 
hibit their 
in their mirror bit of precision 
dancing before bringing on Miss 
Blair. Gowned in a flaming red, 
sequined dress, Miss Blair pipes 
“Comme Ci, Comme Ca,” 
dramatic comedy’ gab _ about 
Charles Boyer interspersed. Trio 
combine their song and dance 
efforts in “Fine Romance,” a 
clever twist on “Baby, It’s Cold 
Outside,” and encore with “Our 
Father Played the Palace.” Latter 
needs polishing but is good show- 
case for their fresh appeal and 
versatility. Act’s debut in the hotel 
circuit rated kudos from ring- 
siders, and they deserved them. 

_ Maria Neglia, 18-year-old violin- 
ist, although new in cafe circles, 














COMEDY MATERIAL 
For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 
‘The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
NOS. 1 to 30 @ $1.00 Ec. 
(Order in Sequence Oniy) 
—Special: First 13 Files for $10.00 

: All 30 Files for £25.00 
@® 3 Bks. PARODIES $10 Per 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET....... $25.00 @ 
HUMOR-DOR for Emeees.. 25.00 @ 
@ 3 Bleckout Books ~~ 

or all 3 Diff. Vots. for $50 
Send for FREE info. on other material. 
Neo C.0.D's—Open Daily Incl. Sundays 

PAULA SMITH 


200 W. S4th St., Dept. V, N.Y. 19 
CIRCLE 7-1130 















“does 


guitar, | 
on drums and John) 


Blair 


terping and vocaling | 


with | 


her second engagement at 


, 
foreigner demanding the appear- 


the Palmer House a month after | ance of the president of a shuttered 


first appearing here. Youngster 
has the poise and know-how, plus 
plenty of talent, and keeps aud 
in palm of her hand during deft 


fiddling of “Fiddle Faddle,” ‘‘Hap- | 


py Doll,” “Merry Polka” and “Sec- 
ond Canary Song.”’ Encore, that of 
rendering Italian songs while 
strolling from table to table, 
garners hefty plaudits. Gal’s facial 
expressions, subtle musical kid- 
ding and ability make her a sure- 
fire attraction. 


Piichman Sid Stone. complete 
with derbv, cigar and _= suitcase 
stand. sells his wares In same man- 


ner as pitching commercial via his 
Texaco video show for generous 
sprinkling of guffaws. Stone’s 
short bit is good balance for show. 

Merriel Abbott Dancers smooth- 
lv execute their single production 
number, “Coral and Jade,’ routine 


being in the running for four 
straight months. Eddie O'Neal 
showbacks capably, also handling 
emcee chores. Greg. 


Flame Room. Mpls. 

(HOTEL RADISSON) 
Minneapolis, Aug. 27. 
Gobel, Irving Winslow 
$2.50 mianricum. 


G orgie 
Orch (7); 
Georgie Gobel has a quiet, seem- 


ingly effortless, natural and casual 


sort of style that quickly puts him 


on intimate, friendly terms with 
the guests and suits this small, 
swanky room and the carriage 


trade attracted here. It’s the sec- 
ond engagement for the comedian 
in this spot, -and his spotlessly 
clean material (a must here), his 
unswerving adherence to good 
taste, his unobtrusive manner and 


polite approach and youthful ap- 
pearance again contribute to his 
local success. 


Gobel tells stories well (some of 
them old), handling dialects skil- 
fully, gets much more out of his 
monolog than the material merits, 
and sings his amusing numbers in 
a way that wins much favor. His 
only prop is a mandolin on which 
he accompanies himself. The re- 
sults of his efforts are plenty of 
chuckles, several hearty laughs 
and. in toto, a pleasant entertain- 
ment interlude. 

Dry humor marks his recital 
about an encounter with his insur- 
ance company after the loss of au- 
tomobile hub caps. Among his rib- 
tickling songs are ones about build- 
ing a home where no mother-in-law 
will be hanging around, a hillbilly 
and a yodeler. There are stories 
of a man who dug his own grave, 
abetted by a drunk, a hysterical 


| bank and then turning out to be 


a non-depositor, and a volunt 
’ e 
B-17 pilot who passes out sane. 
panes handbills, house to house to 
le enemy, instead of dr i 
them. —_ 
Locally recruited. the Trvyi 
] : rvin 
Winslow orch, opening here with 
Gobel, is adequate for guest danc- 
ing and the show. Room about two- 
thirds full for dinner show on 
weekday. Rees. 





| Strand’s Legit 


oo Continued from page 49 








“Shoes” 


of its stageshow houses 


will shuttle around 


some 
notably the 
aiter the 


Earle, Philadelphia, 
Strand date. 
The Strand 


Marks as house producer. 


has hired Sherman 


Strand 
has been without a house producer 
since Leo Morgan left several 
months ago to go to the William 
Morris agency television dept. 

The Strand reopens Friday (2) 
with the Xavier Cugat band on 
stage and “White Heat” (WB). 
Theatre chose the band to preem 
the house’s reopening to stage- 
shows, following attempt at straight 
pictures, in order to try to lure 
back its old patronage. 

With the booking of “Shoes” it’s 
been stipulated that Joey Faye may 
leave the company if show’s pro- 
ducers, Joseph Kipness and Monte 
Proser, need him for the Coast 
company If that occurs, Faye’s 
place will be taken by Dayton, who 
in turn would be replaced by Vini 
Faye, Joey’s brother, who is the 
company's stage manager. 

Tony Martin does a_ one-day 
stand at York (Pa.) Fair, Sept. 14, 


Jack 
Powell! 


and 
His 
Educated 
Drumstioks 








Thanks to 
the N. Y 
Critics for 
kind reviews 
at the 
Palace 
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“EXCELLENT” 
“i, . ee: 
Billboard, sass, “AS GOOD As EVER" 
—Bill Smith 
VARIETY savas, “ARTISTRY’—GILB, 
N. Y¥. World Telegram, says, “HIS 
WITTY SINGLE” —W. H. 
Mgr.: EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 


RKO Bldg., Sulte 902 JUdson 6-3345 
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PHIL NAPOLEON 


and his MEMPHIS FIVE 
Featuring TONY SPARGO 


Original Dixieland Drummer 


Now 14th Week and Indef. 
NICK'S, NEW YORK CITY 


Broadcasting Six Times Weekly 
Mutual Network—Coast to Coast 
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Minn. State Fair Okays Gypola 


But Censors Artist Mate for Exhibit 


Minneapolis, Aug. 30. 


Except to eliminate one line from 
the dialog, about a girl who worked 


for $75 a week and sent $100 home, | 


the Minnesota State Fair censor- 
ship committee cleared the Gypsy 
Rose Lee girl show on the midway. 
The committee, however, refused 
to approve the “front” of the 
“Dream Show” by her husband, Ju- 
lio de Diego, Spanish artist. As a 
consequence, although the commit- 
tee found no objection to the show 
jtself, De Diego refused to open it. 

It all resulted in considerable 
front-page newspaper publicity, on 
which De Diego refused to capital- 
ize by opening the show, and a pro- 
test to the Fair board from the lo- 
eal branch of Artists Equity. 

The De Diego “front” which the 
Fair committee won’t sanction com- 
prises a surrealistic mural that De 
Diego himself painted, and it de- 
picts practically nude women in a 
whitish haze and with greenish 
heads which the Minneapolis Morn- 
ing Tribune, giving the story a 
front-page play, said “might be the 
heads oP cows, horses or dragons 
—no one seemed sure.” 
committee orders, De Diego 
ered his mural with uncensorable 
maroon-and-yellow striped canvas. 
The show itself, according to the 
Tribune, consists of distorted mir- 
rored reflections of pretty girls and 
“purports to portray Freudian in- 
terpretations of dreams.” 

“Poof,” De Diego was quoted in 
the Tribune, ‘“‘what do these people 


know about art? What do they 
know about surrealism? And, for 
that matter, what do they know 


about Freud?” 

Rallying to De Diego’s ‘‘defense,”’ 
Equity sent a petition to the Fair 
Board, signed by its members here 


and protesting against the treat- 
ment of his art. It also employed 
two psychiatrists to inspect his 
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“TOPS” in DAZZLING 
THRILL-A-BATICS! 


Currently: 


IOWA STATE FAIR 


Booked solid outdoor season until 
October 9th . . . then 


ROXY THEATRE 


New York 


Direction: 
MILES INGALLS 
Hotel Astor, New York 
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YOU MUST VISIT 
RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY 
when in LONDON for Bargains in 
Furs, Fur Coats, Luggage, Travel 
and Sports Goods:—Call at 1 Port- 
man Street (corner of Oxford 
Street), Marble Arch, London, W.1. 


On Fair | 
COV- | 








tee 


|canvas and determine whether it 
| Interprets Freud as the artist 
|claims, or is indecent as is con- 
tended by the Fair censorship com- 
mittee. 

Miss Lee, her husband and her 
child are living in a trailer near 
the Fair grounds while playing the 
Fair. 


MONTREAL WALKATHON 
FOLDS IN DOPE SNARL 


Montreal, Aug. 30. 
Walkathon speed derby at Ver- 
dun auditorium, promoted by Ray 
Passo of Hollywood, closed Sunday 
(28) after pressure had been 
brought by church and civic of- 
ficials. 





Action to close derby was taken 
after arrest of four women con- 
testants for illegal possession of 


narcotics drugs and after police 
Investigated case of 16-vear-old 


boy said to have smoked marijuana 
cigaret allegedly given him by one 
of performers in troupe. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., Aug. 30. 

Frank Revoir, executive of radio 
station WAGE, Svracuse, and 
Lawrence Skiddy, sports editor of 
Syracuse Herald, in for a bedside 
chat with Sam LaBalbo. 

Staffers of the Richmond Neigh- 
borhood Theatres Corp. will be 
glad to note that Ruth Wood beat 
out a major operation and now is 





able to greet visitors at her bed- 
side, 
John C. Hearns, RKO theatre 


manager from N. Y., in to bedside 
with Delphin Streder, who is show- 
ing marked progress. 

The Joe Nolans motored in 
from N. Y. for two-week vacation 
to be by the bedside of their son, 
John (IATSE) Nolan, who is show- 
ing a definite improvement. 

Eddie (Hurst &) Vogt 
bows for his energy. He did a bit 


here a long time ago but now holds 
responsible 


down the following 
| positions; headman of the Variety 
Clubs’ hospital research laboratory, 
| assistant to Dr. 
ithe Xray department, editor of 
| Study & Craft Guild News, has a 


| daily column in local newspaper, | 


and emcees at intervals. He takes 
a little time out for meals. 
| Carl Theen (Warner Bros.) and 
frau in to ogle the institution and 
|chat with Ted Caumont, who now 
| enjoys all privileges. 

A real cheer-upper are the regu- 


| Variety Clubs’ hospital executive. 
| His personal greetings 


tai tonic. : 

Sig Mealy. who is still doing 
time in our infirmary, got a real 
thrill from the visit of Noyes and 
Rose Tillotson, who planed in from 
Seattle. 

Rose Poland, of Fabian theatre, 
Troy, ended a three-month obser- 
vation period and left here for 
home with an all-clear. 

After a six-month period of rest 
and observation, Andrew Rutledge, 
Warner cameraman, left for N. Y. 
He will continue a rest routine 
there. ’ 

Jeanette Binkley. accompanied 
bv B. R. Trimble, shot in from Lan- 
caster, Pa., to mitt and greet the 
gang here and chat with Forrest 
“Slim” Glenn. 

(Write to those who are ill). 





Ruban Bleu Reopening 

Ruban Bleu. N. Y.. reopens for 
the season next Wednesday (7) 
with a bill comprising Bibi Oster- 
wald, Paula Drake, Michael Brown, 
King Odum Quartet and Norman 
Paris Trio. 

Spot has been given a new decor, 
that of an outdoor terrace. 
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Unit 3, 

Unit 4, 

Unit 5, 
Direction of: 

CECIL LINDSAY 


1237 Beacon Avenue 
Cincinnati, Obie 





Linpsay Lovey Lapies 


Unit 1, ALPINE VILLAGE, Cleveland, 40th week 

Unit 2, BEVERLY HILLS COUNTRY CLUB, Newport, Ky., 26th wk. 
CHEZ AMI, Buffalo, 28th week 
HOLLYWOOD COUNTRY CLUB, Birmingham, 
OPENING FLAMINGO HOTEL, Las Vegas, Sepf. 8 


APPEARING: 


Ala. 


Chereography by: 
BUSTER KEIM 
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to every | 
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‘Saratoga 


Continued from page 49 


unit, which played the full season 
at Riley’s, was a good draw. 

The niteries did better this year 
than for the past two years in the 
number of customers passing 
through the wickets. A contrib- 
uting factor was the general re- 
duction of prices in all clubs. Meals | 
were advertised from $5, which is 
a far cry from stiff a la carte taps 
of previous seasons The casinos 
also had a bigger play although 
stakes were not as high as in pre- 
V1OUS Years. 


| 
| 


Saratoga Spgs., N. Y.. Aug. 30. 
Saratoga confounded the dope- 
sters by finishing the annual rac- 
ing season Saturday (26) with 
track attendance less than 1% be- 
low the 1948 figures and the bet- 
ting handle 7% off last year’s 
pace. Final day admission figures 
of 22.448 topped same day in 1948 


by more than 2,500. total being 
the best since 1946. 
Total paid admissions for 24- 


day meeting reached 321,731, com- 
pared with 325,460 last vear. Of- 
ficials of the Saratoga Racing Assn. 
were jubilant, pointing out that at 


most tracks attendance was off 
more than 5% from the 1948 
count. Decline in mutuel betting, 


which reached $16,614,085 for the 


| session, was 6.7°%. 








| Midwest Vaude Dates 


Chicago, Aug. 30. 

Paul Sanders joins Billboard At- 
tractions in the small unit depart- 
ment Marie Lawler repacted 
for the fourth time in year and half 
at the Pasf{ime, Des Moines, Sept. 
1... Randy Brown and the Four 

Chords into Blackhawk Sept. 7 
MCA takes over booking of Doro- 
thy Claire, with personal manage- 
ment remaining with Tweet Hogan 
. Willie Shore moves into Can- 
ada with date Sept. 1 at Chez Mau- 
rice, Montreal Larry Ross 
and Jimmy Nelson do a quick re- 
peat at the Casino, Sept. 2 ; 
Lou Cohan takes over booking of 
National theatre, Louisville... 
Vera Love and Vensell Sisters re- 
place Lorraine Fortune and Perry 





Franks & Janyce at Vine Gardens | 


this week. 


form new agency . Alan Young 
into Fox, Detroit, Sept. 9 ees 
Corn Palace Show, Mitchell, S. D., 
set Bob Crosby and Skitch Hender- | 
/son orchs, Monica Lewis, Johnny | 
Mergan, Clifford Guest, Billy Wells | 
and the Four Fays, and Johnny | 
Mack for week of Sept. 18. 


Sadie Jacobs and Sunny Burnett | 
leave Ed Newberry office Oct. 1 to! 





Formby Unit Pacted 


For Canadian Tour 
Montreal, Aug. 30 
Comedian George Formby opens 


his first trans-Canada tour Oct. 6 
with a two-night stand at the For- 
um here 

He’ll head up a= six-act bill 
consisting of Robert Harbin, illu- 
sionist; Cynthia and Gladys, bal- 
ancing act; Gus Brox and Myrna: 
Alan Clive, mimic; Medlock and 


Marlowe, comedy acro dancers and 
the Humoresques quartet. 


CHICAGO THEATRE WINS 
DANNY KAYE AT 256 


Chicago, Aug. 30 

After minor scrimmage between 
the Oriental and Chicago theatres 
for Danny Kaye, comedian is set 
for the week of Oct. 7 at the Bala- 
ban & Katz $25,000 
and a split above $60,000. Oriental 
offered the same terms, but would 
not give the star right to pick film 
to back stage show, 
getting from B&K. Kaye will pay 
cost of the supporting acts, esti- 
mated at about $5,000. 

Actor played the house for two 
weeks in 1946 in conjunction with 
its 25th anni. First week hit $89,- 


flagship for 


500 with straight 98c admish. How- 
ever, as yet, management is stick- 


ing to early-bird price before noon 
of 60c, making the above figure 
almost impossible to top. 


which he is| 


Atlantic City Hits Peak Business 
With Big Assist 


From Weather 


Atlantic City, Aug. 30. 
Fine weekend weather for the 
next to last big weekend of season 
here again boosted the crowds. 
Finale comes this week the 
holiday will be made a 
as Labor Day is cele- 


when 
two-day 


three-dayel 


brated 
Good weekend weather next 
week would make it 100% perfect 


weekend weather for South Jersey 
resorts Resort got break in that 
both hurricanes missed city. 
Amusement people bemoaning clos- 
ing of Naval Air base at Pomona 
with its $9,000,000 annual payroll, 
most of it spent in the city. Station 
to close Nov. 1, according to latest 
here from Washington. 


All amusement business did tops 


Saturday and Sunday. A total of 
22,161 was reported at A. C. track. 
Town packed with cars parked 


bumper to bumper throughout its 
area 

Pageant with selection of Miss 
America to take place next week 
with Boardwalk parade Tuesday as 
top day event and judging to*take 
place in Convention hall four 
nights starting Wednesday and con- 
cluding Saturday. Bob Russell is 
back as emcee, 


Minn. Fair’s Record 


Minneapolis, Aug. 30. 
Minnesota State Fair set an 
attendance _— record 
Saturday (28) when 74,924 persons 
passed through the turnstiles. 

Indications are that last year's 
attendance of approximately 1,000,- 
000 for the 10-day exposition will 
be exceeded currently. 


opening-day 
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Just Concluded 4 Successful Weeks at the 
COPACABANA, New York 
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ever. More than $400,000 was! 
spent on improving the buildings | 
and $40,000 on the roads in the’ 
park. Fluorescent lighting was in- 
'stalled in all exhibit buildings. 
Royal Canadian Air Force band 
followed the Dorsey crew on the 
_bandstand at 5 and played for an 
‘hour, spelled Friday (26) by the, 


4006 Gross for 0&J at Toronto Expo: 
Record Crowds at Ottawa Exhibitio 


By BOB McSTAY | By JOHN GORMLEY | band of the Royal Canadian! 
Toronto, Aug. 27. Ottawa, Aug. 30. | Mounted Police. First concert on 

Chief importance of the Olsen & Drenching rains did not prevent) Mon. (22), which was children’s 
aes ner new attendance records being set day, was given by the 12-piece 


the 


is 


show at 
Exhibition 


grandstand 
National 


Johnson 


1: band from Bob Hermine’s midget 
Canadian 


show. 


at the 1949 Central Canada Exhibi- 
tion, which closed last night after 


that it will gross close to $400,000 | | week's run at Lansdowne Park in Livestock competitions were 
for the 14 performances, and that the Canadian capital. But the rain, lively but entries were few. The 
this amount is already in the kit- giq keep the new records from! horse show drew big crowds; flow- 
ty. This is a 10% tilt on last pheing as high as they probably | ers and vegetables filled the horti- 
year’s terrific $360,000 garnered would have been with dry weather. | cultural building. Innovation was 
here by the comics for a similar Total attendance for the week 4. continual demonstration of the 
chore. reached 386,000. This figure is Wurlitzer electric organ in a rock 


garden in the floral building. 
McElroy and the CCE assn., 

| plans bigger things for next year. 

Already a $400,000 addition to the 


Advance sale, launched a fort- 
night before the opening, was such 
that this had to be called off days 


about 35,000 greater than the 1948 
week's total. 


Herb McElroy declared more 


memes pe exhibition itself epeare, — will nave x0 be found for Coliseum building is on the way 
and it also meant disappointment next year’s show. There were up, and a new bus terminal was in 
to thousands of mail-order appll- poeta 0 exhibits, but they Jacked operation. Whether or not Lans- 
cants whose money had to be re- originality. The agricultural end downe Park can be enlarged is a 
turned. Such was the frantic buy- of the CCE was okay but held ):opiem. Several buildings, in- 
ing chaos that quarter-page ads down by the attraction of forth- cluding the Capital's first’ log 


coming winter fairs, mainly To- 


’ cabin, were removed to allow Ber- 
ronto’s Royal. 


| gen to set up his midway to better 
Customers came to see three! advantage without competing with 
items: Frank Bergen’s midway,! outdoor displays of automobiles, 
“World of Mirth’; George Hamid’s| farm machinery, and equipment of 
boff grandstand show, and Tommy | the three armed services, includ- 
Dorsey’s orchestra. Those items’ ing several air force planes. 
sold the CCE and maintained it In its second year was a gimmick 
while it ran. 'for selling more tickets but main- 
Bergen did an exceptionally fine| ly insuring sales if bad weather 
job. Besides constructing a spe- arrived (which it did). Beginning 
cial “Funland” gateway for the several weeks before the exhibit, ad- 
CCE at a cost of more than $3,000, | vance tickets went on sale all over 
all his canvas was either new or. eastern Canada, offering prizes in- 


had to be taken in the dailies ex- 
plaining why there were no more 
seats for advance sale but that 
1,000 up in the 75c. section have 
been held back each night in an 
attempt to take care of out-of- 





Olsen & Johnson production of 
“Grandstand Gayeties,” with Olsen 
& Johnson, Marty May, Gloria Gil- 
bert, June Johnson, Berry Bros., 
The Dunhills, J. C. Olsen, Wallace 


Siebert, Ernest Adams, Patricia : & 
Wells, Bill Hays, Jack Joyce, Pat freshly cleaned, all costumes and cluding three automobiles. Gim- 
Moran. Nina Virella. Helen Mag- uniforms spotless, all fronts and | mick circumvents Canadian lottery 
na Russ Sobey, Billy Kay Mau- structural work newly painted.' ban by allowing admission to the 

: Slaed re “ Thirty-two rides and 22 shows’ grounds for the three-for-a-dollar 


rice Millard, Frank Harty. made up “World of Mirth.” | strip tickets which can also get the 


Staged and directed by Leon N : os : ‘customers into the afternoon 

‘s » ew items in the Berge fit | C4 . 

Leonidoff: dances by Robert Sid-'; ‘lud “ a, . . gen out it grandstand show. Advance sale 
; included a well-equipped children’s | : 

ney; settings by Albert Johnson; section with a miniature roller| Passed the 100,000 mark. Prizes 

costumes by Billy Livingstone; coaster. New on the midway was Were only available by advance 


ducats. 


Radio City, Mpls. 
Minneapolis, Aug. 27. 
Ted Weems Orch (13) with 
Russ Carter & Elmo Tanner, Bob 
Crosby with Virginia Marey, 3 
Stooges, Penny Edwards; “Africa 
Screams” (UA). 


musical director, Joseph Litau. At 
the Canadian National Exhibition, 
Toronto. August 27; $2 top. 


Nat Mercy’s “Vanities,” plus some 
new faces in “Doc” Kahn's motor- | 
!cade. Last year’s “world’s largest | 
horse” faced directly across the! 
towners. These are quickly er go Dig oe ere 
snapped up nightly as soon aS Bergen has also replaced former 
they go on sale. Reported scalp- neon lighting on fronts and rides 
ers are getting $5 and $10 for $2 with what he claims are cheaper, 
tops. easier-to-handle fluorescents. 

(Notable, too, that advance b.o. Midway got plenty newspaper 
take included $63,000 in American space locally, mainly through the 
bills, this indicating the O&J pull- Organization of Richmond Cox, 
ing power along the adjacent Spartanburg, W. Va., army captain 
American side.) i. doing Ber- 

en's flacking. 

Apart from these b.o. figures, About the only familiar item in slapstick and other comedy. And 
the O&J extravaganza before the | the Hamid grandstand show was the enthusiastic juvenile trade, 
packed 21,000-seat grandstand fol- the presence of Lee Barton Evans, much in evidence among the near- 
lows the O&J formula, except that, as g.m. of the show, and even he capacity audience for the first of 
owing to puritan pressure follow- had to turn over his m.c. stint to four shows at 1:50 p.m. on open- 
ing last year’s O&J performance Ted Grant because of a foot ail- ing day, a hot Friday, surely 
here, the zanies have sandpapered ment which had him hospitalized Wwhooped it up noisily with high- 
a lot of what certain local blue-| before reaching Ottawa. Evans voltage whistling, as well as other 
noses believed to be rough edges. crew included Joe Bowers as stage approval demonstrations. But the 

ees. ‘thls Gems ad nhake eaten ee Glen Childers on lights and presentation still also holds plenty 


ship hampers and hurts, but O&J re F nwa — 





This stage-screen presentation, 
almost all down the line, seems 
made to order for the youngster 
trade, what with its abundance of 


s Foot verse and quality entertainment. 
still have lots of back-file comedy Guards band in the pit. | Bob Crosby, the 3 Stooges and Ted 

material and, this year, have con-| Matinee and evening programs Weems top the bill. 
centrated on more flash and pro- differed slightly. Afternoon call- Tuneful swing, for the most part 
duction numbers; and while artisti- sheet listed Josh Kitchen’s mules, emanates from the four brass, four 
cally curbed by civic censorship, horses and chimps; Rosales Sis- saxes and four rhythm comprising 
the two comics can console them- ters (from South America), perch the Weems lineup. Crosby, work- 
selves with that $400,000 gross. | act; Johnny Welde’s comedy bears; ing through the entire show, shares 
With a short rehearsal 10-day Sam Linfield and his Krazy Scouts the emceeing with Weems, and 
(5) in comedy acro.; Three Barretts, both handle their assignments ex- 


period, the two naturally have 80-feet high oe ees c : 

thrown a number of their recent caine 4 Bday oo Linon, pertly. The band sets a lively 
Madison Square Garden acts into dogs: pan 4 Whe ced _— mood with its opener, “Rose 
the “C.N.E. Grandstand Gayeties” S; Ss, acro Room,” after which its good-look- 


tumbling; The Harstons (5), teeter- ing vocalist, Russ Carter. does w 
(sic) but other fine talent has hoard, and Les Kimris db, ia | ensesh — Fer Me er, does well 
also been included, plus the 96 high act. The evening show teehee at 5 atin 
girls and 48 boys for precision, added the 20-girl ‘Gold Rush Fol- protien jee ioe arous famous 
ballet and choral groups. Joseph lies” line; Paul Kohler, xylophone: payee > — an yen ae in 
Litau conducts the 60-piece pit Great Athos, finger balancer: 4y; z - z aniline nen 
pon Three Rays, ‘sister gh animated Penny Edwards, a looker, 
Apart from the traditional gun- Ben Yost Singers (6), and the vet ews tants dork, sek wae eee 
fire, swarms of stooges and scram- vaude turn, Leonard Gauthier’s “South Pacific” till with the much- 
bling midgets, the big production Bricklayers. heard but always welcome “Won- 
numbers are eye-filling in concep-| ,AS usual, the Hamid show, both qerful Guy” to fine results. Fol- 
; ; : _' afternoon and evening, was top- > elie en niente? “ 
tion and truly gorgeous in cos pct ceplal ellesed P- lows with a vigorous comedic ren- 
tuming. Here, Leon Leonidoff as °° fants daue te at. we top dition of “Sheboygan” and con- 
producer, and Bob Sidney as dance roller od ices de c. In the af- cludes by offering a bit of first- 
director, have used mass move- - (New idea in outdoor rate dancing. 


wel scenery Was attempted, using : 
ments on varying stage levels that three-sided sets, changing scenery ngs earns Smog soni oe 
: , Glenn est, from the band, 


had the opening night audience py ga yrera aie begs 
roaring its approval. — an mr ge Migs 9 pF gg ee lands laughs with his distinctive 
Notable are the minstrel open- test on the outdoor platform at C2™e4y vocalizing, offering a stam- 
ing, the big Spanish fiesta number, CCE and operated smoothly, New M™€"n8 number and a highly origi- 
the truly beautiful ballet interpre- experience for the local grand- nal interpretation of “Cecelia.” 
tation of Ravel's “Bolero.” Full stand was seeing a show in a down- Pilly Blair, rotund bass viol player, 
use of further staging possibilities pour. Twice it happened, each: S'€PS off the platform to generate 
hinges on a wedding party (with time the show went on, wet and a mirth, too, as he pan- 
June Johnson as the bride) and uncomfortable, but determined. iee Bean 52 oes ae 
the dramatic arrival of a heli- Dorsey appeared twice each day, wean th og Mooney, Fan Mh 
copter to take the two on a trans- between 4 and 5 p.m., on the band- St e Whiskey in the Well: 
Canada honeymoon. It’s a seasonal Stand, where since the CCE began El eee the tops in his line, 
mixup, ranging from skating 2 military band had held forth, and *!mo Tanner, of the band, accom- 
scenes in Quebec to fox-hunting in #84!n between 9 and midnight on Panied by the Weems’ crew, scores 
‘ ‘ a special stand and dancefloor con- With his whistling of “Heartaches,” 


poworcegy & “4 ener ca raged structed on the bank of the |Nola,” “Indian Love Call” and 
ee pie 0 he audi Rideau @anal, which runs beside ,~Sweet Georgia Brown.” The 
noticed by the enthusiastic audi- | ancdowne Park. Dorsey drew Three Stooges haven't changed 


ence. capacity crowds each day and rang their slapstick, and they don’t have 

Whole 135-minute extravaganza yp a total of 21.000 dancing admis- tO because repetition apparently 
(no intermission? is a credit to all sions for the six nights. at 25c. to doesn’t make them a whit less 
connected with it. get in, 25c. a dance. Dorsey fans hilarious. They seem to be at their 


found it an unusual experience to Unrefined best on this visit. 

Sid Caesar’s Chi Date | hear, the trombone-and-spectacles| Crosby has a cute blonde vocal 
; “ a ; lad toot to the rhythm of diesel partner in Virginia Maxey for 
Comedian Sid Caesar is set for engines, gravel-voiced barkers and “Buzz, Buzz, Buzz” and “Dumb- 
the Chicago theatre, Chicago, for screaming sirens from shows and drops,” numbers with comedy over- 
two weeks starting Sept. 9. rides. tones, after he solos “Some En- 

Caesar closed last week at the CCE itself did some work to chanted Biss 
Roxy, N. Y. make this year’s exhibit the best response is boft, 





Evening.” The audience 


‘ + a 


|} man, 


the of adult appeal by reason of its di-, 


_ Rees. ,istepge many times, 


Palace, N. Y. 
Slip, Slap & Slide, Penny the 


Horse, Martez & Lucia, Hal Sher. | & Rudy, Eileen Barton, 
(4), Chris Cross, shall; “Madame Bovary” 


Tattlers 
Helene & Howard, Kuda Bux, Don 
Albert House Orch; “Red Stallion 
in the Rockies” (EL), reviewed in 
VARIETY March 16, ’49. 





The Palace bill is made up large- 
ly of performers who have head- 
lined at competing Broadway 
vaudfilmers and as such is one 
of the most talent-laden layouts 
it's had in a long time. The bill 
plays smoothly despite an array 
of seeming conflictions. Majority 
of the acts are of the dance va- 
riety, or use terping as part of the 
turn. but diverse choreo work 
doesn’t intrude upon each other. 

The standards on the Dill in- 


clude Hal Sherman, Helene and 
Howard and Chris Cross with 
Penny the Horse, renamed from 


Pansy the Horse, also a w.k. item 
on the variety circuits. 

Sherman has a fetching comedy 
turn, with a winning line of gab 
and dance impressions. Satire of a 
sailor tangoing with a moll is his 
most laugh-provoking bit and pro- 
vides a solid base for applause. 
Helene and Howard, in the next- 


| 


| 
} 


* | bill *s film composer 


to-closing slot, hit top returns with | 


' their comedy  Lallroom 


work. | 


Their act has been exhibited vir- | 
tually at every Broadway vauder | 


but they’ve rarely looked better 
since the Palace is able to impart 


the added dimension of intimacy. | 
Chris Cross, similarly a familiar | 


figure on the Stem, has an excel- 
lent ventriloquy turn, probably 
. better dressed than 
because of the variety of dolls 
used. One is a 
Westy dame, another is a regula- 
tion dummy, and the third is a 
hand-puppet. Cross does well, but 
might do better if he puts some 
| volume into his voice. Penny the 
| Horse, with two men in a horse 
| hide and paced by a looker, put 
/on an amusing turn. The comedy 
| is good and customers are reward- 
' ed with a steady laugh-stream. 
Surrounding talent comprises 
Slip, Slap and Slide, Martez and 
Lucia, The Tattlers (4), and Kuda 
Bux, all New Acts. Jose. 


Palaee, Columbus 


Columbus, Aug. 25. 
Berk & Hallow, The Chords, 
Fanny & Kitty Watson, Bob Ham 
mond’s Birds, Mack, Russ & Owen, 
Wally Brown, Dolinoff & Raya Sis- 
ters, Pat Rooney, 
Orch; “Roughshod” (RKO). 


Reaction here to the first 


the average | 


life-sized Mae} 


| style, 
| has the voice, 


droll comedy, namely the assorted 


Nick Francis | 


New | 


York Palace troupe followed the 
| George, Duke Art & Co. (2), Dan- 


general pattern established by the 
return of vaudeville in other cities. 
Nostalgia hit all audiences right 


Capitol, N. Y, 
David Rose Orch (41), Renald 
Jay Mar. 


reviewed in VARIETY Aug, 3 pra 





The big name on the current 


j Davi ; 
leading an orch of 40 oan jee 
nated, of course, by a big Rete nat 
section. That’s his trademark of 
course—plenty of strings, And 
this orch has no less than 99 f 
‘em, including a girl harpist. " 
It is an average bill for pl 
values, with Eileen Barton 
ing with her songstering, 
and Rudy dittoing in thei; 
motion acrobatics with 
bodies oh-so-beautiful, and 
Marshall contributing a fair 
edy turn. Plus which 
Rose and the orch for the major 
running time, the show being cut 
to around 45 minutes because of 
the picture's length (114 mins ) 


aying 
Click- 
Renald 
* slow- 
their 

Jay 
com- 
there is 


The big fault with this orch 
seems to be that the men don’t 
seem to have played together 


enough. And that bandstand! It’s 
so crowded that the fiddlers seem 
to be playing each others’ wind- 
pipes. The sum total is that 
there’s hardly anything exciting 
in the band’s presentation, which 
does the inevitable Rose composi- 
tions for their closers, namely 
“Holiday For Strings.” it 

Rose himself, attired in dark 
dinner jacket while the bandsmen 
are in white summer formals, is 
a self-effacing maestro-emcee, and 
gets over with the customers on 
that basis. That's all that would 
be required of him if only the 
bandsmen themselves were able 
to contribute a greater verve to 
their playing. 

Renald and Rudy have been 
around the Broadway showcases, 
and they’re clicko, as ever, with 
their pyvramiding and_ assorted 
acros. They're especially esthetic 
for an act of its kind, because 
of their s.a. for the dames, in 
view of their stripped-to-the-waist 
manner of working. 

Miss Barton has an unassumin 
in comparison to most o 
the current-day pop singers with 
their overdone affectations. She 
too, and the cus- 
tomers liked her. 


Marshall is standard with his 
objects that he twists into shape 
from a pleated gadget. He tops 
off the turn with a ventriloquial 
bit with a doll that he fashions 
with his fist. It’s cute, but the talk 
is familiar. Kahn. 


Paramount, Syracuse 
Syracuse, Aug. 24. 
Bud & Cece Robinson, Bernie 


ny Shaw; Hi, Low, Jack & the 


| Dame (4), Sully & Thomas, Little 


where they had been waiting to be | 


hit for many years. The oldsters 


| 


| applauded the acts with high sat- | 


isfaction and youngsters ogled ap- 
propriately. The bill, esuuuiially 
the same one as opened in New 
York, is a strong one. 


Berk and Hallow, pair of tap 
dancers who threw in a few acro- 
batics, are expert, if just a little 
too cute for the opener. The 
Chords met with mixed reception 
in their vocal takeoffs of some of 
the top dance bands. 


Everyone went for Fanny and 


| 
| 


| 


Kitty Watson, vet troupers whose. 


patter is fast and funny, if corny, 


and their songs go over well, too. | 


A lot of veteran vaudeville-goers 
got that old pleasant feeling to see 
_Fanny still using that characteris- 


tic gesture with which she seems. 


to gather the audience to her with 
one sweep of her arm. 

Bob Hammond and his cockatoos 
put on a smoothly coordinated act 
which has just the right number 
of comedy touches. Mack, Russ & 
Owen throw themselves 
with abandon to put on a strenu- 
ous act of acrobatics made differ- 
ent by the peppy midget. 

The Interrupted patter of Wally 
Brown is amusing. After a slow 
start, Brown has the audience with 
him right through his song on the 
high cost of romance in old age. 
Dolinoff and the three Raya Sis- 
ters put forth an engaging doll 


dance, and, with the aid of lights 
and Dolinoff in a black cos- 
tume, exhibit some neat bur- 
lesques. 


Pat Rooney, as a kind of embodi- 
ment of reincarnated vaudeville 
puts the right filip on the show. 
His Casual, easy manner, his effort- 
less dancing and genuine oldtime 
showmanship make his appearance 
the climax to a memorable evening. 
The Management reports terrific 
biz. Matinees, surprisingly enough, 
were stronger than any other 
shows during the first two days. 
House seats 3,000, ¢ 
ment says it had three full houses 
the first day, with queues in ex- 
a , Deg. 


about | 


| jingles 


and manage-. 





Walter, Honey Bros. “Take 


One False Step” (U), 


(3): 


Getting in step with the vaude 
trend in Syracuse, the Schines 
launch four-a-day at the Para- 
mount with a well-balanced eight- 
act show that brings the customers 
in droves. 

Hi, Low. Jack & the Dame are 
the headliners but every turn 
draws hearty huzzahs. John Sully, 
recruited from Sully & Thomas, 
m.c.s and helps tie the show to 
gether. 

Bud and Cece Robinson open 
with some loose-limbed tap and 
jitterbug dancing which goes over. 
Bernie George. Arthur Godfrey 
discovery, rontributes some clever 
mike impressions of Fred Allen, 
Ronald Colman, Winston Church- 
ill, ete. There are sound-effects 
stunts, too, like a Joe Louis fight 
broadcast, Shep Fields’ rippling 
rhythm and plane bombings. 

A new touch is added in the 
trey spot by Duke Art, who slaps 
out funny faces in clay and keeps 
the payees amused with light chat- 
ter. His transformation of an In- 
dian chief into a mother-in-law 
got the most applause when 
caught. t 

Danny Shaw works hard nex 
with comic flops and prattfalls as 
he makes “tricks” that mostly 
snafu. Best laugh-getter is his “On 
the Bus” routine, which had the 
payees calling for more. Hi, Low, 
Jack & the Dame follow with nifty 
vocalizing of “Molly Malone an 
“Somebody Loves Me.” and in a 
neat musical confession reve 
their singing commercial past wi 
like “Dentyne Chewing 
Gum,” and others. ; : 

Suily teams with Muriel Thom 
as next for some screwball = 
edy, playing straight to her “or 
More variety is served uP OW l- 
next-to-closing spot by Little A 
ter, French importation, who P ie 
everything from the bassoon to 
bass drum. 

, build up 3 

The Honey with theif 


acrobatic terping. 
using the P 
js socko. 


Hayd. 


Bros. 


strong closing tempo 
split-second 
Their encore stunt, 
band pianist as stooge, 
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The Kids Break Thru 
Hollywood, Aug. 28. 


Horace Heidt production 


deville , 
te talent; staging and_ choreog- 


Al White, Jr.; produced and 
eed by Heidt; musical direc- 
tor, Vic Galente. Opened at El 
Capitan, Hollywood, Aug. 28, ’49; 
$3.60 opening; $2.40 top. 

Featured acts: Wayne and Gil- 
bert Shepard, Tiny Hutton, Vahan 
Khorigian, Nadine Jansen, the 
Pepperettes (3), Ernie Camerota, 
Halyard Patterson, Ralph Sigwald, 
Tommy Check, Pierce Knox, Scot- 
ty Doggett, Johnny Tulucci; the 


Heidt-Steppers (11), including 
Jeannine Meister, Gloria Moore, 
Shirley Schmidt, Jana Ekelund, 


Beverly Esterbrook, Wiletta Smith, 
Don Sky, Nino Tempo, Russ Bud 
dy, Sonny Berry, Don Spruance;: 
featured dancers, Jeanne Harvey, 
Eddie Krieg, Harold Peck; fea- 
tured sidemen, Vic Galente, 
Charles Brosen, Abe Aaron, Don 
Wilson, Stan Fletcher, Bill Rich- 
mond, Stan Plog, Leo Neibaur, 
Ollie Mitchell, Howard Price, Cap- 
py Lewis, Eddie Freeman. 


Ken Murray’s “Blackouts,” after 


a seven-year stand here, is suc- 
ceeded by Horace Heidt’s ‘The 
Kids Break Thru.” Heidt’s am- 


ateur layout, recruited mostly from 
his cross-country radio tour, is un- 
ashamedly for the yokel trade. 
Booked in for a three-week warm- 
up for the road, this unit’s next 
stops are Yuma and Houston. 
There are probably sufficient 
customers around who enjoy the 
spectacle of a young lady in an 
evening gown playing “Star Dust” 
on the trumpet and accompanying 
herself on the piano at the same 
time. This brass-keyboard wizard 
is Nadine Jansen. Others are Nino 
Tempo, who plays “Jealousy” on 
the clarinet and tap dances; Diana 
Dixon, “The Bird Girl.’ who whis- 
tles “My Symphony of the Birds:” 
Ralph Sigwald, fine for radio but 
definitely not a sight act, who 
pipes “Some Enchanted Evening,” 


“The Lord’s Prayer’ and “Be- 
cause;” and Halyard Patterson, 
who keyboards Bach to _ boogie 


standing up, dancing, and with one 
leg crossed over his playing arm, 
after which Heidt does a takeoff 
on him. 

Heidt is on stage 
time as emcee. He engenders a 
folksy atmosphere at the outset 
with a “Shake Hands with Your 
Neighbor” routine, and birthday 
and anniversary greetings to cus- 
tomers who are having ’em. 
There’s also a “Hellzapoppin” lay- 
out before intermission, in which 
cast brings payees on stage for 
first-half square dance finale. Fam- 
ily air is further encouraged 
through Mrs. Adeline Heidt’s ap- 
pearance with her spouse to sing 
and dance in the production num- 
ber, “Boy Meets Girl.” 

Acts are sandwiched by similar 
numbers, in which most of talent 
participates. Heidt-steppers, six 
boys and six girls, are all talented 
terpsters but their routines are 


most of the 


strictly from “Good News.” Twelve | 
men in band, paced by pianist Vic | 


Valente, 


are spotted = onstage | 
throughout the show. They pro- 
Vide good backing. Other acts 


are Vahan Khorigian. rubberfaced 
comic, who takes off on Frankie 
Laine; the Pepnerettes. livelv girl 
trio who spark “I Didn't Know 
the Gun Was Loaded” and “Pussy 
Cat Song:” Tiny Hutton. singer, 
who does “Waitin’ for the Robert 
, Lee” and “She’s Too Fat for 
Me; Johnny Tolucci, who mimics 
rene Krupa. Slam Stewart. Harry 
James and other musical satellites: 
enry Leroy, who plavs “Parade 
of the Wooden Soldiers” and other 
standards with spoons: Scotty Dog- 
gett. trumpet and banjo, “The 
Shelk of Araby”: Pierce Knox. 
blind xylophonist, “Nola” and 

Ungarian Rhapsody:” Russ 
udd, tapster imitator of Rav Bol- 
fer and Bill Robinson: Harold 
eck. eccentric dancer, and Tom- 


taster ec: 10-year-old drummer, 
j Ps er and maestro, whose forte 
. l Got Rhythm.” 

9 YPical, perhans, of the entire 
nh layout Is the last-act ‘“Cur- 
line News” skit, in which head- 
M €s involving President and 
~argaret Truman. Col. Hunt. 


Rite” Pearson, Ingrid and Roberto, 
ta and Aly, Vishinskv and Gen. 
acArthur, are invoked. The cast 
Mpersonates these figures. It's 
pretty grim. Mike. 





Chiease. Chi 


T Chicago. Aug. 26. 
ommu & Jeanie Mahoney. Lind 


co, (23), Alan Youna, Liberace, 
is Basil Orch; “Top O’ the 

“morning” (Par). 

Fey this bill is loaded with 

time med an liberal pruning in 

bett nd material would garner 
er audience reception. As is, 


Show runs sli ; 
S slightly over an hour. 
repcuthful tap duo, the Mahoneys. 
re er well, although male mem- 
% selo is bit too long. Final 


l 
| number, “Jealous 
| 
of. 


revue featuring ama-| 


hand for fast twirls. 

Lind Bros., local bistro favorites, 
are tops in the vocal department, 
but song selection is weak. “Sabre 
Dance” as opener is too fast, and 
pop “Forever and Ever” is not fit- 
ting to the bravuro style of the 
trio. “Ave Maria” gets sock recep- 
tion, but is followed by “McNa- 
mara’s Band,” which seems some- 
what ill-fitting. “Sorrento” gives 
each member a chance to display 
his vocal abilities. Closer, rapid- 


fire version of “Flight of the 
Bumblebee,” gets the men off wel] 

Alan Young (New Acts) film 
and radio name, has the audience 


laughing from the walk-on. 
_ Liberace uses top showmanship 
in‘his concert pianoing but chatter 
should be kept to a minimum. Talk 
is more in the nitery vein and falls 
somewhat flat here. However, his 
88’ing of Liszt’s “Second Piano 
Concerto,” score of “South Pacific” 
and “Slaughter on 10th Ave.” get 
a hefty hand. Vocal rendition of 
“Cement Mixer” seems more like a 
rude interjection in this routine. 
Zabe. 


Capitol, Wash. 


Washington, Aug. 30. 


Tenth Edition of Gene Ford’s 
“Going Native” All-Washinaton 
Revue; “Secret Garden” (M-G). 


.Proving again there’s plenty of 

talent around if it’s given a 
chance, Loew’s Capitol, in its 10th 
annual “family party” last week, 
brought together a show that had 
even the wiseacres inquiring: are 
these really amateurs? Although 
whipped into shape in a_ few 
weeks, *the revue performed in 
professional style, with staging. 
props, costumes and lighting of 
the highest order. 

Outstanding in this year’s ‘“Go- 
ing Native’ is the chorus of 14 
girls from local dancing schools 
who work with the precisicn and 
zip usually expected in top musi- 
cals. Trick lighting effects make 
several routines especially impres- 
Sive. Response of audience was 
terrific at this catching. 

Also tons are a trio of young 
males (Thomas Pence, Bernard 
Shur and Grover Boydston) in in- 
terpretative bits from ‘‘Faust,” ac- 
companied by two groups of the 
chorus in the role of sorcerers and 
angels. Backgrounded by excel- 
lent musical scores and fine use 
of lighting, this number achieves 
good dramatic effect. 

Among the individual acts, Da- 
vid Field, Maryland U. student, 
who does comic acrobatics on his 
trampoline; Marion Kiotta, well- 
trained soprano; James 
magician, with very professional 
female assistant, and Ken Calfee, 
personable imitator, perform with 
professional ease and assurance. 

Carter Barron and Allen Zee 
may well be proud of the work 
done by Joe Margolis, Kay Ford, 
Margaret Faber (who directed the 


dances), Sam Jack Kaufman (who) 


directed the music), and the 
others who made “Going Native” 
a finished product. Levy. 


RKO. Boston 
. Boston, Aug. 26. 

Vince & Gloria Haydock, Carl- 
ton Emmy, Kate Murtah, Dick 
Buckley, Lela Moore. Ben Yost’s 
Vikings, Senator Murphy, St. 
Leon Troune; “The Green Prom- 
ise” (RKO). 

Rounding out its first month, 
vaude rebirth here is still paying 
off at the b.o., with the current 
layout shaping up as pretty fair 
entertainment and enough variety 


to garner neat mitt action down 
the line. 


Opening with a clean-cut sesh 


of tapping by Vince and Gloria 
Havdock, pace is continued by 
Carlton Emmy and his neat dog 


act, which goes over nicely. Antics 
of dogs bring yocks from kiddos 
and oldsters alike. Kate Murtah 
follows with a bright session of 
vocalizing, her ribbing of Holly- 
wood being solid with stubholders. 

Dick Buckley, who struts around 
the stage while making with the 
jokes, scores strongly, use of four 
kids from the audience in pseudo- 


ventro stint being surefire. Hat- 
swapping turn with audience 
stooge gets nifty returns. Lela 


Moore, in a sexy dance skit. slows 
the pace but the Ben Yost \ ikings 
put it back on the track with some 
solid vocalizing. Although stint 
is limited to three songs, “Laugh, 
Clown, Laugh,” “Old Man River.” 
and “You Tell Me Your Dream, 
bovs click neatly and had to beg 
ff. ; 

Senator Murphy, in his first ap- 
pearance here in several years. 
hasn’t lost his ability to warm up 
the pavees. His zany line of chat- 


ter and nonsensical remarks about 
world problems Win hefty — 
ence reaction. Bill winds up with 


St. Leon Troupe, six boys in 
a fast sesh of teeterboard tricks, 
for a strong close. Larry Flin 
house band backs up, acts capably 
Nice biz at opener. Elie. 


the 


l 
y,” gets a neat | 


Spear, | 
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Apollo, N. ¥. 

Nerma Miller’s 

with “Dud” 

Wynonie Harris, The Orioles (5), 

rhe Briants (2), Dancing Chorus 

14); “Spider” Bruce & Co.; “The 
Big Fight” (Mono), 


Deviating somewhat from its 
usual method of presentation, the 
Apollo has added a mixed dancing 
chorus this week and tagged the 
Whole show as Norma Miller’s “In- 


side Harlem.” Revue-like format 
is effective both entertainment and 
boxofficewise. At matinee caught 


Saturday i), biz was hefty 


(9? 
< 


Blues-shouter Wynonie Harris 
Supplies plenty of spark with a 
quartet of numbers. He maintains 
an infectious beat and. unlike 


most of his contemporary chanters. 
displays good enunciation 

rhe Orioles are a harmony quin- 
tet that’s primarily built around 
the stentorian warbling of one 
member who carries the melody. 
Others back him up with guitar, 
bass and sundry vocal effects. 
Overall result is often exaggerated 
and overdone, as on the group’s 
“Forgive and Forget.” Boys, how- 
ever have built up a rep on record- 
ings and they seem to have a fol- 
lowing, to judge by their okay re- 
ception. 

Made up of three rhythm, five 
brass and five reed, “Dud” Bas- 
comb’s outfit is an average crew 
that pleases in a couple of in- 
dividual tunes on its own as well 
as backing the show competently 
Bascomb himself impresses in a 
trumpet solo of ‘“Embraceable 
You.” Only ofay turn on the bill 
is that of the comedy acrobatic 
duo, the Briants. They’ve been do- 
ing their pantomimic routines for 
more than 30 years. and the pair 
still registers handily. 

Staged by Norma Miller, “Rhap- 
sody in Blue” is a fairly effective 
production number that puts some 
14 guys and gals through assorted 
pirouettes. Lighting is a help, and 
the group climaxes with a series of 
collective lifts and spins. Same 
dancers also score in the finale. 
which has ’em in a_-= spirited 
“Frankie & Johnny” number to 
cop well-merited returns. Comedy 
is furnished by house funmaker 
“Spider” Bruce, along with two as- 
sistants. Gilb. 


Oriental. Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 26. 
Louis Prima Orch (14) with 
Keeley Smith, Burns Birds, Amaz- 


ing Mr. Ballantine; “Black Magic” 
(UA). 


Essaness presentation house has 
brought in a band show for the 
first time in more than four 
months, with change of pace regis- 
tering well in most instances. 
Louis Prima orch, while sound 
musically, goes overboard on com- 
edy numbers with accent on the 
Italian idiom. 

Band opens with “Mariutch” 
and scores heavy with hoke of “I 
No Wanna,” with leader getting 


heavy laughs portraying the title | 


role of “All Right, Louis, Drop the 
Gun.” Welcome interlude is the 
sock drumming of Jimmy Vincent, 
backed by unusual orch scoring of 
“Dark Eyes.” Femme singer, Kee- 
levy Smith, needs more appropriate 
gowning and should discard her 
slower numbers for the faster tem- 
poes. 

Amazing Mr. Ballantine sells a 
line of chatter that most name 
comedians could well copy as he 
debunks the elementary magic 
tricks. He garners yocks as he 
“fails” to accomplish each routine. 


Burns Birds are unusually well 
trained. with lovebirds walking 
tight ropes, carrying umbrellas, 
riding the ferris wheel and, for 
flashy finale, going for a_ plane 
ride. Zabe. 





Hippodrome, Balto. 


Baltimore, Aug. 28. 
Lewis & Van, Martin & Florenz, 
Rochelle & Beebe, Bobby Sargent, 
Peagy Lee with Dave Barbour & 
Quintet. Jo Lombardi House Orch 


(12): “Make Believe Ballroom” 
(Col) 
This is the swan-song show for 


this longtime combo theatre, own- 
er Izzy Rappaport having an- 
nounced a_ secession of vaude 
with advent of “Jolson Sings 
Again.” set to open Thurs. (1) 
Peggy Lee with Dave Barbour and 
his instrumental quintet highlight 
this windup and whack out a nice 
sesh. $ 

Fast opening is provided by 
Lewis and Van. hoofers, employ- 
ing tiny pairs of steps to point up 
their taps effectively. Martin and 
Florenz, in the deuce, provide con- 
siderable novelty and entertain- 
ment wit’: puppetry. Get most out 
of a GI Joe number and a Mae 
West-Jimmy Durante routine. 

Knockabout ballroomology by 
Rochelle and Brebe gets laughs 
after which Bobby Sargent takes 
hold for solid mimicry. Impres- 
sion of a miner is a tunny piece 


| of business and a decided high- | 


“Inside Harlem” | 
Bascomb Orch (13), 


light. 


ertoire of familiars, including 
“Riders in the Sky,” “Again,” 
“Why Don’t You Do Right,” “It’s 
a Good Day” and “Manana.” Po- 
tent instrumental support is doled 
out by Barbour’s combo, employ- 
ing tricky arrangements to stress 
his guitar. Burm. 


Fox. St. Louis 


St. Louis, Aug. 25 
nA y . ‘7 
iQQ & His Gang 4 (ire Sisters 
) ’ I ndr Martell] ‘ \ 
<', Cy Lanary, Martells & Mig 
ton, A fon Siste rs 3 Jor Sc} i? 
er, Bill Baird & Girlie, Professor 
Backwards; Russ David Orch 


“One False Step” (UI 


A diversified bill constitutes the 


second offering at this house, and 
with an audience just short of 
capacity, at session caught, cus- 
tomer applause was of such vol 
ume that vaude may be back to 
stay in this burg 


Cy Landry cops first honors with 
a variety of entertainment that 
ranges from. softshoe’ eccentric 
dancing to a burlesk on grand 
opera warbling. 

Max and His Gang, dog act 
score And Max shows that 
he doesn’t have to depend on the 


educated canines to win the 
payees. He not only does a neat 
softshoe routine but also twirls 
four hoops’ simultaneously with 
his head, arms and one foot. He's 
followed by the Claire Sisters, 


blonde lookers with shapely gams 
who click with a neat tap routine 
that could be shortened and not 
lose its effect. 

Martells and Mignon are three 
husky guys and a tiny gal whom 
they toss all over the place as if 
she were a ragdoll. The customers 
ate this one up. 

Maestro Russ David, at the pia 
no, paces the tooters through “Has 
Anybody Seen My Gal?” with the 
music makers contributing n.s.g. 
warbling, and then closing with a 
hot “St. Louis Blues” that brought 
down the mob. 

The Anton Sisters, three bru- 
nets, confine their vocal contribu- 
tion to ‘“‘Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy” 


and “You’re An Ugly Child,” all 
sock. Joe Schirmer, banjoist with 
the band, who scored solidly last 
week, is repeating again. Bill 


Baird is a personable, suave card 
manipulator. 

Professor Backwards has a line 
| of chatter that precedes his stint 
of spelling and pronouncing words 
in reverse. He appeared at the 
St. Louis several years ago on spot 
booking and, except for some of 
the salty lines hasn’t 
his routine. Sahu. 


National, L’ville 
Louisville, Aug. 26. 
Jerry Jerome, Wallace & Gale, 
Al Montan, Gil Robinson, Stan 
Kramer & Co., Nicholas & Haley, 3 
Chocolateers; Tiny Tomale’s House 
Orch (9); “Mr. Big” (U) and 
“Easy Come, Easy Go” (Par). 


Three Chocolateers top the bill 
this week and wham home. Colored 
boys bounce out dolled up in flash 
suits, and turn in a terrific routine 
of hoofing and clowning which had 
the customers giving them almost 
a continuous mitting. Trio teams 
for some strenuous flips reminis- 
cent of oldtime Arab tumbling 
acts, but these boys do the stuff 
in jive tempo. A solid click. 

Giving out on the marimba, 
Jerry Jerome brings sweet music, 
having alse a cute stunt in which 
he uses a hand puppet, simulating 
the wee figure playing the marim- 
ba. Jerome wears blue gloves, 
and the effect is heightened by the 
luminous coloring of the puppet. 
It’s something different and regis- 
ters. 

Only slow spot on the bill is Gil 
Robinson, rope-twirler. Togged in 
western outfit, guy has a slow line 
of chatter which can’t warm up 
the customers, and his rope tricks 
are pretty tame, too. 

Wallace and Gale start as a ball- 
room team, but ease into some 
straight acro balancing. Male mem- 
ber has excellent control with one- 
arm lifts, turn going over well. 

Robinson, as m.c., makes his an- 
nouncements offstage, a _ pattern 
now standard at this house. He 
starts slowly with some gags, then 
sives impressions of various show 


hiz personalities. Groucho Marx 
impresh is his best, and he bows 
off after a big response for his 


comedy song a la Groucho. 
Nichols & Haley also teeoff as a 
ballroom team, but segue into some 
fast clowning and acro dancing 
which register. Stan Kramer & 
Co.. puppet turn, work on a small 
blackout platform. introing some 
well-manipulated characters, Betty 
Hutton, park bum. and a very good 


drunk. Closes by bringing on 
Kramer’s mom and dad, each 
manipulating a pair of puppet 


dancers. Figures are luminous and 


make fine simulation of chorus 
line. Nice hand. Chocolateers 
closed to solid hit. Wied. 


Miss Lee gives out with a rep-! 


changed | 


| “Miss 





Earle, Philly 
Philadelphia, Aug 27. 

Count Basie Orch, Jimmy Tyler 
& James Rushing; Sarah Vaughan, 
lilinois Jacquet Septet, Lewts & 
White; “Bad Men of Tombstone” 
(AA), 

Smart presentation of three top 
jazz names is making the Earle 
forget the dog days. There were 
standees at the Friday (26) open- 
er, and the line has been steady 
since. Combination of Count Basie, 
Sarah Vaughan and Illinois Jac- 
quet niakes irresistible buy for 
he hot-musie shoppers 

Basie orch plays the show, with 
squat Jimmy Rushing spotted for 
the band vocals Basie backs up 
Miss Vaughan, who the vocal 
highlight and the audience fave. 
rhe crowd shouts so many instruc- 
tions and requests at the girl it 
becomes difficult to catch the sing- 
ing at times. 

Miss Vaughan has the faculty of 
being able to make _ progressive 
jazz both palatable and popular. 
With her customary distinctfon, 
true tones and assortment of vocal 
tricks, Miss Vaughan sings, “I Cry 
for You,” “I Cover the Water- 
front,” “I Get a Kick Out of You,” 
“Black Coffee” and “Everything I 
Have Belongs to You,” for sock re- 
turns 

Lewis & White, the comedy duo, 
open with the standard heckler-in- 
the-box business, but move on to 
solid laughs, particularly with their 


is 


bit on reefers 

Basie orch gets a terrific recep- 
tion. Jacquet, who follows’ the 
show with his septet, is presented 


in jazz concert style. 

When his part of the bill is fin- 
ished Basie comes out before the 
curtain and chats with the custom- 
ers While the stage is cleared. He 
even puts in a plug for next week’s 


show. The Jacquet combo is then 
on before a_ single drape and 
is flooded in a_ broad white 
light Paced by the hard-work- 
ing tenor lead the unit’ tears 
the place apart with “Snake Pit 
Boogie” “Black Velvet” and “How 


High the Moon.” By a coincidence, 


Jo Jones, former percussionist in 
Basie’s solidest rhythm section, is 
at the drums for Jacquet. 


Gagh. 
Olympia. Miami 
Miami, Aug. 29. 

Helen Forrest, Hank Ladd with 
Francetta Malloy, Cat Mountain 
Boys, Jordan & Parvis, Carlos; 
Freddie Carlone House Orch; 
“Look for the Silver’ Lining” 
(WB). 

Components of vaude current 
here add up as just fair, compared 
to recent layouts that set a nifty 
pace this summer. 

Helen Forrest, in the topliner 
spot, does an opener, a special-ma- 
terial piece, that doesn’t hit. Bal- 
ance of stint is not of the palm- 
building type though her vocal 
abilities are obvious. With more 
solidity on delivery (viz, the awk- 
wardly approached Irving Berlin- 
Liberty” number), she'd 
click, her later version of “Sunny 
Side of the Street” pointing that 
u 





p. 
Hank Ladd, in the comedy spot, 


hits nicely with his deadpan, 
smooth monolog. Aide is Fran- 
cetta Malloy ‘Mrs. Ladd), who 


helps build the comedies to a high 
spot. 

Sock bit is that of the Cat Moun- 
tain Boys, a zingy quartet of hill- 
billy songsters. For that type of 
act theirs is a well-rounded sfint, 
with a mixture of corn and _ har- 
inony garnering the mitts. 

Terpers Jordan and Parvis go 
well, with their smooth ballroom- 
ology interspiced with comedy, 
plus songs. Standard sleight-of- 
hand gets good resnvonse for Car- 
los. Stuff is well worked. 

Freddie Carlone’s house band 
does okay by the show. Lary. 


Steel Pier. A. C. 
Atlantic City, Aug. 25. 

Monica Lewis, Myron Cohen, 
Stagg McMann Trio, Paul Sydell 
& Spotty, Taynton Dancers, Johnny 
O’Donnell’s House Orch; “Ring- 
side” (SG). 

Monica Lewis is the bill-topper 
in Steel Pier’s big Music Hall this 
week. Songstress warms up audi- 
ence with. namelv, tunes from 
“South Pacific.” going off to nice 
returns. “Mood for Love,” “Lady 
Known as Lou,” and “Tree in the 
Meadow” are also done neatly, 
among others. 

Stagg McMann Trio is a clever 
harmonica unit, attacking every- 
thing from long hair to pops, and 
putting them all over. 

Paul Sydell and Spotty, dog act, 


also big. Straight balancing of 
pooch is mixed with some cute 
comedy. 

Myron Cohen, in his first ap- 
nearance at the pier. emcees and 
keeps audience well entertained 
with Yiddish dialect stories. Show 
rounded out with the Taynton 


dancers, who appear in two nice 
numbers, Walk, 
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‘SYDNEY TIVOLI SET TO 


REOPEN VAUDE SEPT. 9 New 


Sydney, Aug. 23. | ALAN YOUNG 


* | Comedy 
After a shutdown of some nine 


13 Mins. 
weeks because of industrial strife | Chicago, Chicago 
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SLIP, SLAP & SLIDE 

ance 

7 Mins.; Full 

Palace, N. Y. 

Slip, Slap & Slide, Negro dance 
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EXPANDED SUBWAY CIRCUIT 





Pacific’ Now Blamed for Scaring Off Bl 
Musical Coin; Houston Junket Nixed 





The terrific impact of “South¢ 
Pacific,” which some rival manage- 
ments blame for hurting attend- 
ance at their shows, is also claim- 
ed to be crimping the financing of 


Miss Healey May Bring 
‘Sugar Hill’ to B’way 


other proposed new musicals. As 
one disappointed producer com- Eunice Healey may bring the 
plained last week, after an ump-all-Negro musical, “Sugar Hill,” 


teenth audition had failed to raise 
the required capital, “One Man I 
was particularly counting on turn- 
ed it down because he said it wasn’t 
as good as ‘South Pacific.’” 


Although numerous announced 
productions are understood to be 
in abeyance because of insufficient 
funds, it appears that the coin 


current at the Las Palmas thea- 
tre, Hollywood, to Broadway this 
fall. Former dancer, who has been 
associated with several New York 
shows,. has lined up sufficient 
backing for the venture, but 
hasn’t worked out terms with Paul 
Sechriebman and Alvin Baranov, 
co-presenters of the Coast engage- 


shortage is especially tough in the | ment 

case of certain proposed musicals. “Sugar Hill” was written by 
That’s to be expected, since musi- Flournoy Miller and James P. 
cals normally cost several times as | Johnson. 





much as straight plays, and are 
generally figured as having less 


chance of making a sizable profit. 

What might have become one of 
the most spectacular financing 
deals ever made was considered for 
atime last week by Herman Levin 
and Oliver Smith, producers of the 
forthcoming musical, “Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes.” They had ar- 
ranged to charter a plane to fly 
them, the authors, director, chore- 
ographer and some of the prospec- 
tive cast members to Houston for a 
private audition for Glen McCar- 
thy, the multimillionaire oilman 
who recently created a_ publicity 
flurry with the opening of his lav- 
ish Shamrock hotel in the Texas 
capital. 


‘Girls Go’ On 


Lower Scale 


“As the Girls Go” will switch 
to Sunday performances and have 
a $4.80 top week nights, when it 
reopens Sept. 13 at the Broadway, 
N. Y. Top will be $6 Saturday 
nights, $4.80 Sunday nights and 
$3.60 matinees. 

Despite the lowered scale, the 
musical will be able to gross al- 
most as much in the new location, 


The junket was called off, how- because of the larger seating 
ever, because it was figured that |C@Pacity there. With a $6.60 top 
McCarthy was not a likely-enough week nights and $7.20 Saturday 
angel prospect to warrant the cost | Mights, “Girls” could gross over 
involved. The round trip was es- $55,000 a weekaat the Winter 


Garden, N. Y., where it played un- 
til Bobby Clark became ill. The 
star, who has been vacationing in 
New Hampshire, is reportedly well 
and anxious to get back into ac- 


timated as costing $1,500. It had 
been hoped McCarthy would put 
up the necessary $80.000 to com- 
plete the show's $200,000 budget. 





Equity to Mull Lifting | “Michael Todd, producer of 
| “Girls,” insists he will get the 


| Broadway for the reopened musi- 
cal, despite claims by the pre- 
senters of “A Night “in Spain” 


5%, Alien Fee; British 
Schedule Similar Bite 


Actors Equity may revise its 
alien rules to eliminate the 5% 
assessment on British players work- 
ing in the U. S. The matter will 
be considered by the union’s coun- 
cil, as a special order of business, 
at next. Tuesday’s (6) meeting. Un-. : 
less a reciprocal agreement is | promise 
reached, British Equity has voted “Girls.” 


ye, Alpacas mag fn te yt BROWN SOLID CLICK 
IN LONDON ‘HARVEY’ 


fective Oct. 1. 
In an exchange of letters recent- 
London, Aug. 30. 
Joe E. Brown, taking over as El- 


ly, British Equity has sought to 
wood P. Dowd in “Harvey,” replac- 


work out a complete reciprocal 
agreement by which a card in 

ing Sid Field, has scored a solid 
click at the Prince of Wales the- 


either union would entitle the 

Mmeinber to work in both countries 
atre. In his London legit bow, the 
American comic was given an Ova- 


without payment of additional dues 
or fees. In the meantime, the Eng- 

Lion at the final curtain, responding 
with a speech. His performance 


‘song-and-dance revue will remain 
‘in the house, where it has been 
playing since July 7. Between 
plane trips to the Coast to line up 
stars for ‘his proposed ‘“Two-A- 
Day” vaudeville show, Todd has 
hinted that he has Lee Shubert’s 
of the Broadway for 





lish organization has gone ahead 
and set the Oct. 1 deadline, after 
which a 5% tap will be put on U. S. 
thespers in that country. 

As far as is known there’s little 
Prospect of modification of other 
phases of Equity’s alien rule. Spe-' 
Cifically, the stipulation that British 


critics. ; 
Brown, who starred in “Harvey” 
fer several seasons on Broadway | 


Players must wait six months be- 224 the road, is a while 
twe re Field takes a vacation. owever, 
oe sagagements in the U. 5. ts because of illness, Field had to 


ficured likely to remain intact, and 
there’s believed slim chance that 
British Equity will try to have the 
English government’s labor regu- 
lations amended to ease the em- 
Ployment of American _ players 

ere. 

There may be considerable oppo- 


leave the show earlier than plan- 
ned, and his understudy played 
the part until Brown arrived. 





Suit Vs. Allan Jones 
Settled on Song Use 


sition in the council and among the Detroit, Aug. 30. 
membership against relaxing the The troubles of singer Allan 
% assessment. The general atti- Jones over “Yours Is My Heart 


Alone” ended in Federal court here 
last week. 

Jones was charged last year 
with infringing the copyright on 
the song. He was singing with 
Detroit’s Civic Light Opera when 
the suit started. Milton M. Mad- 
din. attorney for April Productions, 
Inc., New York, owners of the 
copyright, said an out-of-court 
settlement was reached. 

Jones made a $625 cash pay- 
ment and agreed not to use the 


tude in the union recently has been 


toward more stringent alien regu- 
lations. 


Julie Harris Slated For 
One of ‘Wedding’ Leads 


Julie Harris is reportedly set for 
one of the three leading parts in 
“The Member of the Wedding,” 
Carson McCullers’ ‘dramatization 
of her own novel. Also sought for 
One of the leads is Ethel Waters. 





Robert Whitehead and Oliver song again without permission. 
€a will produce the play early in Maddin said. — Federal Jvage Theo 
the fall, dore Levin discontinued the suit. 


(formerly “Cabalgata’’) that their | 


| 
| 


was unanimously acclaimed by the | 
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Brandt 


Theatres, which has built 
the “subway circuit” in Greater Abravanel to Baton Ist 
New York into a profitable opera- . ina’ 
tion, will add nt cena ie od 3 N.Y. Weeks of Regina 


Abravanel, conductor of 


the Utah Symphony Orchestra, will 


go into legit booking on a national Maurice 


scale 


next season Meanwhile, it t-bat f tt , 
P yuest-Daton or 1e Opening anc 
will probably exte > curre deere . . 
fan ” om -xtend the current frst three weeks of “Regina,” musi- 
suDWay Circuit” season to a total cal version of “The Little Foxes,” 


of 26 weeks 


Already, the Brandts are major 
employers of legit talent and per- 


which Cheryl Crawford is present- 
ing Oct. 31 at the 46th st. theatre, 
N. Y., after a road tryout 


sonnel, with three lighted theaters Abravanel, whose last Broadway 
Flatbush. Brooklyn: Windsor conducting stint was for the run 
Bronx. and Brighton. Brooklyn of Street Scene” in 1947, arrived 
Since opening the season June 14. 1 N.Y. last weekend to sit in on 
they have provided a total of 30 final casting decisions, and begin- 
weeks’ employment so far. Salar- ™™8 ,°f. rehearsals next Tuesday 
ies are (6). He'll be in N.Y. with “Regina 


generally minimum, as 


shows play to low admission prices. until Nov 19, then mying to Salt 
The ¢ , Lake City for beginning of his 
ie fourth house to be added to regular Utah Symph season. His 
the circuit next season wiil be built first symph rehearsal is set for 
in Kew Gardens, Queens, The Novy. 21. with first concert Nov. 30 
exact location of the new theatre —_ — 
is not revealed and the builder is 
not identified, but it will have a 
large capacity and will operate at 0 ac ers 


a low b.o. scale and play the same 


shows as the other houses of the é 4 
circuit, | 

With many theatres thoughout | Few on Touch 
the country in desperate need of 
sufficient product, the Brandts go George Abbott will have only 10 
into legit booking on a national backers, including himself, for his 


scale next season. As a first step ¢100.000 production of “Touch and 


in that direction they are book- Go.” revue by Jean and Walter 
ing their production of “The Heir- Kerr, with music by Jay Gorney. 
ess,” with Miriam Hopkins and Among the investors is Anthony 
Ralph Forbes, into the independ- B. Farrell, Albany industrialist 
ently-operated Maryland theatre, and owner of the Hellinger thea- 
Baltimore, for a pop-price run. In tre N.Y. with a $10,000 slice. 
general, the operation would be at Incidentally. Farrell also has a 
low b.o. scale and thus would de- $100.000 share in. and will be asso- 
pend on large-capacity houses. ciate producer of, the Theatre 

The Brandts now buy the physi- Guild’s forthcoming musical ver- 


cal productions of many Broadway 
shows that do not tour. They pay 
little for them, but the deal is 
profitable for the original manage- 
ments involved, since it saves them 
the cost of having the settings cart- 
ed away and burned. All such pro- 
ductions are stored until there is 
an opportunity to use them, in 
some cases several years elapsing 
before a suitable star is available. 


sion of “Pursuit of Happiness.” 
Other “Touch and Go” limited 
partners include Howard S. Cull- 
man, $6,000; Abbott’s daughter 
Judith Clark, $20,000; his nephew 
Carl Fisher, $10,000; his brother 
Burwell M. Abbott, $12,000; his 
sister Isabel Juergens, $6,000; the 
producer himself, $21,000, and his 
secretary, Celia Linder, $10,000. 


é > : a The partnership agreement pro- 
For instance, the “Counsellor-at- yides for a possible overcall of 
Law” setting is still in storage, 30%. 


waiting until Paul Muni is free to 
star in the show on the “subway 
circuit” and possibly elsewhere. 


cuit” ana yous ciewnere’” SHUBERT GUARANTEES 
er ‘Waaihine “pveleed, ther "eeb- | ‘NIGHT IN SPAIN’ P AY 


Way circuit” operation probably | 
buiids future legit audiences, as, After a row last week between 
Daniel Cordoba, producer of 


many of the patrons at* the Flat- 
bush, Windsor and Brighton have “Night in Spain” (formerly “Cabal- 
gata”) and the American Guild of 


never seen live entertainment be- 
Musical Artists, Lee Shubert has 


fore. After seeing one or two shows 
they frequently become regular 

stepped in to guarantee expenses 
for the show. 





playgoers. It’s on such audiences, 
the Brandts feel, that the legit 
theatre must build any comeback 
it may make. 


Basic Agreement of N.Y. 
Producers, Treasurers 


To Be Extended for Yr. 


iments, with the union taking a 
| $3, 200 bond posted by Cordoba, 
|plus $400 of boxoffice receipts, to 
| pay the cast. 

Shubert took over after Cordoba 
reportedly attempted to dismiss 
several cast members and then 
threatened to close the revue. As 





owner of the Broadway theatre, 

Basic general agreement between where the Spanish song-dance pro- 
Broadway theatre operators and duction is housed, Shubert agreed 
to guarantee operating expenses 


the Treasurers & Ticket Sellers 
Union, Local 751, IATSE, will be 
extended for another year follow- 
ing expiration of the current con- 
tract in early September. Con- 
tinuation of the old terms will be 
automatic under a clause providing 
that proposals for changes must be 
submitted 60 days in advance of 
the expiration. No such proposals 
have been entered by either side. 

Individual contracts between the 
treasurers and theatres will also 
expire next week. It's expected 
that a number of switches will be 
made in employment tickets at the 


and cover back salaries to the per- 
formers. 





Dowling, Bel Geddes In 
Houston Stock Greup 


Houston, Aug. 30. 

Permanent stock company, to 
be called the Houston Players, 
will be started Oct. 1 by producer- 
actor Eddie Dowling and designer- 
producer Norman Bel Geddes. 
Group will use the River Oaks 
theatre here, with Dowling slated 


Shubert houses. The only direct to star in his original Broadway 
casualty of the recent furor caused role in Saroyan’s “The Time of 
by the probe of N.Y. Com: missioner Your Life” as the opening bill. 


Ralph Mead, a local showman, 
will be in charge of the business 


of Investigation John M. Murtagh 
is expected to be Jack Pearl, whose 
not be 


contract, reportedly, will end of the operation, with Robert 
renewed. Pearl was suspended for O'Donnell, president of the Inter- 
refusing to answer Murtagh’s quer- state circuit, which owns the 
ies concerning boxoffice tieups house, having a substantial inter- 
with ticket agencies. est. 


Understood there | 
was a dispute about salary pay-| 


c Central Office for Mail Orders to Al 
f Broadway Shows Now Being Mulled 


+ Central office to handle mail or- 
ders for all Broadway shows has 
been suggested as a possible way 


growing volume 
It's figured that 
with a staff 
could do the 


to take care of the 
of such business 

a full-time agency, 
trained for the work, 
job more efficiently and econom- 
ically than the present system of 
each theatre and producer's office 
filling orders for its own show. 

The theatre, it's pointed out, has 
always operated on a cash basis 
and is not equipped to take care 
of mail orders. As a result, the 
volume of mail orders for a pros- 
pective hit frequently swamps a 
boxoffice staff. The extra employ- 
ees hired on such occasions are 
generally inexperienced and apt to 
be incompetent, so there are 
almost certain to be delays and 
errors. 

More important than the cost in- 
volved in such situations is the in- 
convenience and resentment that 
may ensue. In the case of “Miss 
Liberty,” for instance, the com- 
plaints from disappointed and em- 
biittered mail order patrons were 
numerous that John M. Mur- 
tagh, New York City Cemmission- 
er of Investigation, que med the 
theatre staff and the producers 
about it. Drama editors of nearly 
all New York dailies received let- 
ters of protest, some of which were 
printed. 

Situations 


SO 


of that sort presum- 
ably hurt not just the shows di- 
rectly involved, but tend to alien- 
ate theatre patrons generally. In- 
stead, a permanent agency for the 
job has been suggested. Its staff 
would be expert and, to insure 
against dishonesty, the individuals 
put under bond. 
Of Ultimate Benefit 


The idea would be that display 
ads for shows, including both the 
advance ones designed to pull mail 
orders and the subsequent plugs 
using critical quotes, ete., could 
carry a line specifying that orders 
be sent to a regular office, the ad- 
dress of which would be given. Ad- 
mittedly, the public would take a 
while to become conditioned to the 
new setup, but then it might prove 
superior for patrons and manage- 
ment alike. 

Even if many orders were still 
addressed to the theatre or the pro- 
ducer’s office, as before, they could 
be taken to the central office for 
handling. The central office, with 
a regular system and staff, should 
be able to keep abreast of the mail 

(Continued on page 58) 





Revision on ‘Best Play’ 
Choice Will Be Sought 


At N.Y. Critics’ Meeting 


Revision of the N. Y. Drama 
Critics Circle rules governing the 
selection of the “best play” each 
season will probably be sought at 
the group’s next meeting. John 
Chapman, N. Y. News critic, indi- 
cated in his column Sunday (28) 
that he would sponsor a motion to 
that effect, and he implied that 
George Jean Nathan, of the Jour- 
nal-American, and Brooks Atkin- 
son of the Times, might support the 
proposal. Other members are also 
understood to favor change. 

Chapman suggests that the rule 
should not specify that the “best” 
play be of American authorship. 
He would make the award open to 
all plays, regardless of the nation- 
ality of the author. Apparently, 
although he doesn’t say so explicit- 
ly, he would do away with the 
“best foreign play” classification 
entirely. The critic broached the 
subject in writing about the re- 
opening at the Royale, N. Y., last 
week of “Madwoman of Chaillot,” 
French import, which received the 
“best foreign play” citation 

ge ne to Chapman, a 1 moti ion 
to eliminate the U. S. at iorshi p 
poauieamanl in the “best pl ay’ se- 
lection was presented two or three 
years ago by Nathan and Atkin- 
son. It looked like a cinch for 
approval, he reports, but was “un- 
accountably” voted down in an of- 
) ficial meeting. 
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Roberts’ to Wind Up 


With Near-Record All-Time Gross 


54-Week Chi Stay | 





Chicago, Aug. 30. 

The Thomas Heggen-Joshua Lo- 
gan comedy of Navy life, “Mr. Rob- 
erts.” winds up its 54-week run at 
the Erlanger theatre Sept. 17, a 
stones-throw away from shattering 
the all-time gross record of any 
jegiter in Chi’s theatrical history. 
As is, the production will have 
grossed more than any vehicle, in- 
cluding musicals, in the amount of 
weeks it played. While six other 
legiters passed “Roberts” in length 
of stay here, its $1,339,919.43 take 
was topped only by the “Good 
Night Ladies” gross of $1,413,900 
the latter holding the run record 
with its 100 weeks here. 

Chances are “Roberts” could 
have easily captured the gross lead 
if it didn’t have to vacate the Er- 
langer to make room for “Death 
of a Salesman,” which opens Sept. 
19, since its top of $4.33 nearly 
doubles that of the $2.57 “Ladies.” 
Then, too, ‘Ladies,’ with its ap- 
peal of bawdiness and semi-nudity 
and sreeching s.a. exploitation cam- 
paign, had the lush war years of 
1941-’43 to capitalize on, while 
“Roberts” maintained its profitable 
weekly take consistently in view of 
upped prices, recessive economic 
conditions and tightened purse 
strings. 

Lowest weekly gross of ‘“Rob- 
erts” hit around $16,000 in May, 
but for the most part stayed near 
capacity. Average gross per week 
hit around $24,400; weekly capac- 
ity is $28,700. Other long-runners 
like ‘‘Ladies” did a top of $17,500 
weekly, pulling out at the same fig- 
ure. “Life With Father,’ which 
had snagged the record with 66 
weeks in the 1940-41 season, until 
‘Ladies,’ pulled out at a lean 
$13,000, while “Voice of the Tur- 
tle,” after 67 weeks in 1944-’45, 
vacated at $17,000 with a $3.60 top. 
“Maid In the Ozarks,” a 62-week- 
er in the 1942-’43 season, pulled 
out at a weak $6,000 with a top of 
$2.75. 

Contrary to the expected rule, 
“Mr. Roberts” did not get extra 
heavy play from conventions as di 
“Ladies,” but the Heggen-Logan 
play remained intact despite cast 
changes, while it’s doubtful that 
“Ladies” could have survived with- 
out Buddy Ebsen and Skeets Gal- 
lagher. John Forsythe and Jackie 
Cooper took over leads June 1, 
with Richard Carlson and Murray 
Hamilton bowing out. Hamilton is 
currently appearing in the Broad- 
way production. 


Wildberg, Kaufman Buy 
U.S. ‘Chiffon’ Rights For 
75G Plus Percentage 


London, Aug. 30. 

Lesley Storm’s “Black Chiffon,” 
one of the outstanding plays in the 
West End, packing the Westmin- 
ster theatre despite unprecedented 
heat wave and house being off the 
beaten track, has been sold for 
America. 





Purchasers are John Wildberg 


and Joe Kaufman, who expect to 
stage show on Broadway late next 
year with practically an all-Amer- 
{can cast, although they would 
have liked Flora Robson, current- 
ly starring in the London produc- 
tion. But Miss Robson will not be 
available till practically the end of 
next year, and then she will want a 
holiday. 

W. and K. have, however, ar- 
ranged for Charles Hickman, who 
produced the play in London, to 
stage it in New York. Understood 
price for Broadway and film rights 
is $75,000 against 1212°% of gross, 
plus 20% of the profits. 

Although substantial offers have 
been made for the film rights, from 
practically every major Hollywood 
film company, no deal will be en- 
tertained till after the Broadway 
production. American owners are 
seriously considering producing 
the film in Hollywood themselves 
after its New York run, with Kauf- 
man using his Hollywood experi- 
ence in directing. 


Cornell in Buffalo Debut 


Erlanger, Aug. 30. 
Premiere of Katharine Cornell's 
“That Lady” is underlined for 
Erlanger week beginning Oct. 17. 
Rehearsals start Sept. 19, with 





Guthrie McClintic directing. 

Rolf Gerard, English artist and 
stage designer, will do settings and 
costumes, \ 


New Courses to Mark 14th 


Session of Wing Program 


Several new courses will mark 


the 14th session of the American 
Theatre Wing’s Professional Train- 
ing Program, which gets under way 
Sept. 14, with registration Sept. 6- 
9. Anna Sokolow, who i. 
the dances for the upcoming “Re- 
gina” 
give a course in choreography for 
Broadway shows. 
head a course on performances for 
video, using guest lecturers. 


staging 


(“The Little Foxes”), will 


Carl Beier will 


The Wing is going stronger on 


work groups and advanced acting 
workshops, for actors in Broadway 
shows, 
William Hansen will be in charge 
of these. 


and Herbert Berghof and 
Other new courses will 
include one in Hebrew singing, 
under Jacob Karsch; singer’s ap- 
preciation of music, under Alma 
Lubin, a new opera course under 


Lillian Foerster, ete. Charles 
Vance is director of the Wing pro- 
gram. 





‘Wisteria Waits 
On ‘House Party 


Whether or not the Theatre 
Guild decides to bring its “House 
Party” tryout to Broadway this 
fall may determine whether Joshua 
Logan produces his “The Wisteria 
Tree’ this season. Logan adapted 
the play from Chekhov's “The 
Cherry. Orchard” as a vehicle for 
Helen Hayes. However, she _ is 
starring in “Good Housekeeping” 
in summer theatres and is com- 
mitted for it if the Guild goes 
through with plans to bring it to 
town. 

Apparently there was some 
misunderstanding between Logan 
and Miss Hayes, as he went ahead 
with the adaptation of the Russian 
classic in the belief that she would 
be available to appear in it. He was 
aware of her plans to do “Good 
Housekeeping” in summer stock, 
but thought there were no Broad- 
way prospects for the William Mc- 
Cleery play. 

Although the Guild has financed 
| “Good Housekeeping” as part of a 
|four-play package at a_ total 
| budget of $200,000, the McCleery 
| comedy-drama has not been well 
| received by strawhat audiences. So 
|another play may be substituted for 
|it by the Guild. In that case, Miss 
Hayes would presumably be avail- 
able for “Wisteria.” If so, Logan 
would schedule it for the fall, as 


| his first solo production. He would 
| 


also do the staging. 


Schloss, Philly Drama 


Critic, Hospitalized 
Philadelphia, Aug. 30. 

Edwin H. Schloss, drama critic 
of the Philadelphia Inquirer, is a 
patient at Eagleville sanitarium, 
Eagleville, Pa., with a lung ailment. 
His condition is said to be satisfac- 
tory. 

After catching cold recently, 
Schloss had a fever that refused to 
subside, so doctors X-rayed him 
and discovered the lung condition 





while it was in its preliminary 
| Stages. 
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volume and make many less errors. 
After each day’s orders were sort- 
ed, the required tickets could be 
obtained from the boxoffice all at 
once. Or, if the desired seats were 
not available, the patron would be 
promptly. notified to that effect, 
via a standard form. 

It’s questionable if such a perma- 
nent office would be able to thwart 
“diggers” who use mail orders to 
get tickets to hit shows for resale 
to scalpers. However, the central 
office would be able to do so just 
as well as can the individual the- 
atre or producer staff. 

In any case, the management of 
one Broadway show has. been 
studying the problem of how such 
a central agency could be set up 
and made to work. It will then 
submit the proposal to the Commit- 
tee of Theatrical Producers and 
the League of N. Y. Theatres. 


Shubert Largesse 

Decision to change the title 
of “Cabalgata” last week to 
“A Night in Spain” was at 
the suggestion of Lee Shubert, 
who operates the Broadway 
theatre, N. Y., where the 
Spanish song-and-dance revue 
is current. Immediately after 
his return from a European 
vacation, Shubert pointed out 
that the “Cabalgata” name is 
meaningless to U. S. play- 
goers 

When he_ proposed. the 
switch to “A Night in Spain,” 
someone objected that there 
had been a Broadway show of 
that title some years ago. “I 
know,” Shubert replied, “I 
The title and the 


produced it 
theatre both belong to me. 
You’re already using one. Go 


ahead and take the other.” 


Shubert Proposal 
Stalls ATAM Talks 


Proposal by Lee Shubert that the 
Assn. of Theatrical Press Agents & 
Managers become dn open union, 
has stalled the organization’s nego- 

|tiations with the League of N. Y. 
Theatres. ATAM officials have 
| flatly refused to consider the move, 
| which they claim would wreck the 
|}union. Opening the rolls to new 
‘members would aggravate the al- 
ready serious unemployment in the 
organization, they argue. 

| Except for Shubert’s suggestion, 
the ATAM-League negotiations for 
a new contract appears to be rela- 
tively clear sailing. The union has 
asked for no increases or conces- 
sions covering employment condi- 
tions. And, other than the open- 
shop proposal, the theatre owners’ 








group is reportedly ready to renew | 


the current contraet for another 
year. 

Although the open-shop move 
was not settled at yesterday’s 
(Tues... ATAM-League' meeting, 
members of the latter group’s 
board are understood to be trying 
to persuade Shubert to drop his de- 
mand. 





Legit Bits 


Boston Area Silos Closing After 
~ Best B. 0. Season; Other Barn News 


Strawhat season in this area is 
/ winding up with the best record of 
| grosses since the inception of the 
| silo circuit. 

With very few exceptions busi- 
| ness has been sock, most produc- 
tions playing to capacity or near 
capacity for the season. Influx of 
names and name plays no doubt 
had plenty to do with heavy b.o. 
draw and results show that the 
public can still afford to see solid 
productions. 

Leading gross pullers were Tal- 
lulah Bankhead with a terrific 
$14,500 at Falmouth and $14,300 
at North Shore Playhouse 
pearance of Sarah Churchill 
“The Philadelphia Story” at Bos- 
tom Summer Theatre grossed a 
| sock $14,000 and resulted in bring- 
|ing her back for an extra.week, 
with the house already sold out. 

Grosses at North Shore Play- 
house for the season’ hovered 
around $13,000 for all attractions, 
the only disappointment of the 
season being “The Medium and 
The Telephone,” which dropped 
to a mild $7,000. Artists such as 
Miss Bankhead, Hildegarde, Helen 
Hayes, Cornel Wilde and Raymond 
Massey drew capacity houses and 
were sold out well in advance all 
over New England. 

Boston Summer Theatre re- 
ported tall grosses for its 10-week 
season with such talent as Susan 
Peters, Kay Francis, Joan Blondell, 
Edward Everett Horton and Paul 
Lukas, all in the $13,000 bracket. 
Appearance of Elizabeth Bergner 
in ‘“Amphytrion 38" drew lowest 
figure ($9,000) of an otherwise sen- 
sational season. 


| 
| Boston, Aug. 30. 
} 


in 





Hayes-Lawrence Magic Parlay 

Dennis, Mass., Aug. 30. 
Helen Hayes and Gertrude Law- 
rence proved a magic b.o. parlay 
last week for Richard Aldrich, who 
operates strawhats at nearby Fal- 
mouth and here. Both actresses 
topped capacity, Miss Hayes gross- 
ing $12,000 in a tryout engagement 
of “Good Housekeeping,” at 


rence racked up $10,000 in her 
London hit, “September Tide,” at 
the Cape playhouse here. 

Miss Lawrence (Mrs. Aldrich), is 











Louise (Mrs. Watson) Barratt is 
critically ill at her summer home in 
' Highlands, N. Her designer- 
husband planed to her bedside a 
week before the season finale of 
the St. Louis Muny Opera.... 

Sarah Marshall, teenage daughter 
of Edna Best, came east with her 
mother, who will costar 


“Double Bill’... 
and Russel Crouse are writing the 
book of a musical, for which irving 
Berlin may supply the songs, for 
Ethel Merman. 

Because of differences with lib- 
‘rettists Dorothy and Herbert Fields, 
‘composer Burton Lane will not be 
associated with the Theatre Guild’s 
musical edition of “Pursuit of Hap- 

piness”....S. M. Chartock will 
present 


Hellinger theatre, N. Y....The 
Playhouse, N. Y., rented the last 
year by the ABC network, reverts 
to legit this season... .Max Gordon 
|will present, under George 5S. 
Kaufman's direction, “Metropole,” 
William Walden’s play about the 
New Yorker mag James Thur- 
ber is already working on a New 
Yorker play, which he’ll call “Make 
My Bed.” 

On the strength of the improved 
grosses the last two weeks, a sec- 
ond company of “Goodbye, My 
Fancy” will be formed to continue 
the Fay Kanin comedy on Broad- 
Way after Madeleine Carroll takes 
the original troupe on tour, open- 
ing Sept. 19 in Boston. Ruth 


Hussey, currently subbing as star, | 


will head the new aggregation 
Garson Kanin has written a new 
comedy, “The Rat Race”....Margo 
Jones has taken the “Summer and 
Smoke” company to Chicago for 
final rehearsals before next week’s 
opening Leblang’s ticket agency 
has filed a notice in Albany on re- 
Classification of its stock. 

The Robert Whiteheads have 
gone to Colorado to visit her par- 
ents Joanna Roos, whose 
“Among Ourselves” has just won 
the Thomas Wood Stevens award 
and will be produced this season at 
Stanford U., is working on a new 
script to be titled “Step-Mother” 

Saint Subber and Lemuel 
Ayers go to the Coast next deek to 
confab with scenarist Dwight Tay- 
lor on the book of “Heaven on 
Earth,” for which Cole Porter is 


\ (Continued on page 63) 





with | 
Maurice Evans in his production of | 
Howard Lindsay ! 


a Gilbert and Sullivan | 
repertory, opening Sept. 26, at the | 


continuing ‘‘Tide” this week at 
Falmouth, with the house com- 
pletely sold out in advance. Edward 
Everett Horton is starring here in 
Noel Coward’s ‘Present Laughter,” 
with a promising advance. This is 
the closing week of the most suc- 
| cessful season for both theatres, 
their 23d and first, respectively. 





‘Money’ $8,000 at Olney 

Olney, Md., Aug. 30. 
Produced largely with its New 
York cast and with its original di- 
rector, “For Love or Money,” with 
\John Loder and Vicki Cummings, 
rolled up a neat $8,000 at the Ol- 
| ney theatre here last week. Good 
/performances by the principals, 
particularly by June Dayton, a resi- 
dent member at Olney, in the in- 
Senue role, brought favorable no- 

tices which helped the boxoffice. 


Olney is now entering into the 
solid part of its season, with its 
Strongest fare still ahead. Cur- 
rently playing is Susan Peters in 
The Barretts of Wimpole Street,” 


on which advance sales are excel- | 


lent. Next month will see Helen 
Hayes in “Good Housekeeping,” 
Moss Hart and Kitty Carlisle in 
| ‘The Man who Came to Dinner,” 
and Sarah Churchill and Jeffrey 


Lynn in “The Philadelphia Story,~ | 


which carries the Olney season in- 
to October. 

Director Harry Ellerbe left last 
week for his home in Hollywood 
for a rest. He will return to direct 
the last two shows at Olney. 





‘Animal’ $7,300 in D. C. 
_.. Washington, Aug. 30. 
Meridian Hill racked up a profit- 
able $7,300 last week with “The 
Male Animal,” starring Tom Ewell. 
Town's outdoor playhouse, situated 


on 16th street’s Embassy Row, has | 
Although | 


been drawing ’em in. 


operating on a non-segregation 


policy, Negro attendance lias ave-| 


raged only about 5%, 

_ Nancy Coleman and John Beal 
in “The Voice of the Turtle” are 
current at Meridian. Coming up is 





Libby Holman in “O Mistress 
Mine.” 
Spa Biz 20% Up on ’48 


Saratoga Springs, N. Y., Aug. 30. 
John Huntington, who closed his 
third season at the Spa theatre, 
Saratoga Springs, Saturday (27), 
‘announced that he had signed a 


Ap-| 


the | 
Falmouth stand, while Miss Law- | 


While most summer theatres are | 
preparing to close up shop, the | 


| 10-year contract for summe 
of the state-owned house. 
ment runs to 1960. 


Huntington, after 
‘ing with an eight-week 
said he would not run any 
in the future. He played come. 
dies exclusively this year, with 
guest stars. Business was about 
20° ahead of 1948 August being 
the racing season here. patronage 
at the theatre was the best in that 
month, although Hungtinton hit 
his highest gross his second week 
with Sarah Churchill and Jeffrey 
Lynn in “The Philadelphia Story” 


r use 
Agree. 


season, 
longer 





‘Jennie’ Stockbridge Sleeper 
Stockbridge, Mass., Aug. 30. 

“Jennie Kissed Me,” with Leo G. 
Carroll, proved a sleeper at the 
Berkshire Playhouse, Stockbridge, 
grossing $4,990 at a $2.90 top for 
436 seats. 

Producer William Miles reported 
an excellent advance sale for the 
current “The Corn Is Green,” with 
Eva Le Gallienne, and “Yes My 
Darling Daughter” with Ann Hard- 
ing, for the 12th and added week, 





New Hampshires Silos Close 
Manchester, N. H., Aug. 30. 
By the end of the week, most of 


New Hampshire’s strawhat thea- 
tres will have put. on their ear- 
muffs. First to close, Aug. 27, was 


the Salisbury Players in Salisbury, 
whose final production was Ten- 
nessee Williams’ “The Glass 
Menagerie.” 

On Sept. 3, these closings and 
final presentations will take place: 
Chase Barn theatre, Whitefield, 
“My Sister Eileen’; New London 
| Players, “‘Laburnum Grove”; Wind- 
ham Players, Patrick Hamilton’s 
“Rope”: Barnstormers, Tamworth, 
Peter Blackmore’s ‘‘Miranda,” and 
Peterborough Players, ‘Take a 
Dream,” original musical by direc- 
tors Alice Lee Edwards and Ber- 
nard Welch. 





San Antonio Revue 
San Antonio, Aug. 30. 
“Show Window of 1949,” revue 
made up of local talent is to be 
staged here at the YWCA Sept. 9 
and 10. 





Conn. Barn’s Abrupt Fold 
North Haven, Conn., Aug. 30. 
Brief career of Broadway Play- 
‘house, local strawhat operated by 
| William Cullen, came to an abrupt 
end a week ago when the box- 
office suffered an acute attack of 
sheriff's plasters. Demise left a 
trail of unpaid bills in its wake. 

Setup, an initial venture here, 
/never even got started. some per- 
| formances playing to as few as 30 
/people. There was dissension be- 
'tween Cullen and certain asso- 
_ciates who threatened to institute 


(Continued on page 61) 


‘Murtagh Hasn’t Okayed 
‘Buys,’ Though He Feels 
They Are Not Illegal 


John M. Murtagh, New York City 
Commissioner of Investigation, 
won't do anything to interfere with 
ticket “buys” for any Broadway 
shows, either legit or vaudeville. 
However, he says, he has not, as 
some of the dailies have stated, 
given his “blessing” to the broker 
“buy” arranged by Billy Rose for 
Ken Murray’s “Blackouts.” The 
commissioner’s attitude is that 
“buys” are not illegal. However 
if there is any overcharge of more 
‘than the legal 75c. (plus tax), he 
| will take action. : 
| There may be no more oe oe 
' developments in Murtagh’s ticke 
scalping probe for a couple more 
weeks. The next important steP 1 
‘likely to be a recommendation tha 
the licenses of one or two larger 
agencies be revoked. Also, = 
may be fireworks, possibly invo . 
ing evidence of specific paymen 
(of “ice” by brokers to boxoffice 
/men, when the commissioner issue’ 
his final report on the ticket situa 
tion to Mayor William Aya ser * 

Under the “buy” for “Blackon 
|25 brokers will take a total of “ 
itickets a night, with 4a or" 
| privilege of J0%. Under Mee 
‘contract with Rose, who owns 
Ziegfeld theatre, where the rie 
will be housed, the brokers — 
tee not to resell tickets at ™ 
‘than the 75c. limit. 
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Total Legit Grosses 


The following nre the comparative figures, based on VARIETY’S 
boxoffice estimaivs for last week (the 13th week of the season) 
and the corresponding week of last season: 


This Last 

BROADWAY Season Season 

Number of shows current......... were 15 15 
Total weeks played so far by all shows. . 197 251 


Total gross for all current shows last week 
Total season's gross so far by all shows 


$409.600 
$5 ,058.70¢ 


$362,000 
$5 436.600 


Number of new productions so far ; 2 2 
ROAD 
. (Excluding Stock) 
Number of current touring shows reported 8 15 
Total weeks played so far by all shows 123 178 


road gross reported last week 
total road gross so far $ 


Strawhat Reviews 


Texas. Li'l Darlin’ 


Westport, Conn., Aug. 29. 
Lawrence Langner and associates pro- 
duction of musical comedy in two acts (12 
John Whedon and 


Total 
Season's 


$329: ) 
$4.108.300 


212,800 
558,400 


¢ 
>) 
Do 





—— 
— 


previously proved his enthusiasm 
for cow-land material. He has man- 
aged to put a lot on and get a lot 
out of the limited space in this 








scenes), With book by bn Whede nd playbarn, even using slides effec- 
Sam Moore, music Dy ober Emmet ive ve j vc an 
sam. lyrics by Johnny Mercer. Features tive ly to le ad into the second act 
Kenny Delmar, Elaine Stritch, Danny Edward T. Cooper’s half-dozen sets 
Scholl, Harry Bannister. pirected by Paul help the action. 
rabtree. Choreography by Emy St Just; P F ee ee = agen ae 
settings and lighting by Edward T Although politics has generally 
Cooper. At Westport Country Playhouse, been a delicate subject for Holly- 
Westport, i a Aug. 29, Ke. S Diane wood, some of the content of 
iny Smit : ..... Kenny Delmar | «rm... -» ee 
= washers 4k Geen lexas, Li’l Darlin’” seems even 
Dogie a ey Betty Lou Keim more suitable for the films than 
rewster Ames II... Fred Wayne jin its present conditior, it is . 
Dallas Smith . Elaine Stritch Broad’ Pp P 1* c on 
Easy Jones <. Danny Scholl PlOadway. Elem. 
Harvey Fenwick Small Harry Bannister - — 
Benson.....--.- inven Edward Platt 3 
aggre 0” Robert Emmett September Tide 
Three Coyotes. Eddy Smith, Bill Horan, ; 
Joel McConkey Dennis, Mass., Aug. 22. 
Topas: Enz ©. ee. ree? rae ‘ans Richard Aldrich production of drama 
Lamont, Je a . e  mce | by Daphne DuMaurier in three acts (five 
John Ward, Ray sons. — Bn wes scenes) starring Gertrude Lawrence. 
Ralph La re Tn, eee Ned Ww n@' Staged by Arthur Sircom, with sets by 
Shewmaker, iri + alasco, iNe€C ©l | Bugene Fitsch. At Cape Playhouse, Den 
timer, Alden Aldrich, a ie nis, Mass., Aug. 22, '49; $3.60 top 
Secretaries: Elyse Weber, Nancy Frank- Robert Hanson j Edward Ashley 
Ng el erg ne og ha Mrs. Tucket.... ie “Mabel Taylor 
Mary Anne Mattson, Anne Chisholm. Cherry ees . Jean Gillespie 
————— Evan Davies . Peter Graves 
P ae coi 2 Stella Martyn Gertrude Lawrence 
Up to intermission, “Texas, Li’l Jimmy Rl tee ig abe sk Sain Sacer 
Darlin’” impressed as an unusu- > 
ally strong Broadway potential. Not Paced by Gertrude Lawrence, 


another “Oklahoma!,” nor any- 
where big enough for its title, but a 
bright musical with a lot of easy- 
to-take assets including the latest 
lyrics of Johnny Mercer. 


September Tide” comes in largely 
because of the extraordinary illu- 
mination with which she plays the 
central character. She sustained it 
for nine months in London; there 


But it was a different story in seems no doubt that she could do 
Act II. The story foundered and the same on Broadway. 
the score added little that was Daphne DuMaurier’s play has its 
fresh. By the late finish—the run- points to begin with. The central 


ning time at this catch was two 
hours and 25 minutes—"Texas, Lil’l 
Darlin’”’ had demonstrated it would 


theme is that despite the present 
generation’s cynicism, its repudia- 
tion of moral values, its bad man- 


have trouble opening even in Dal- ners and brash iconoclasm, it can 
las, let alone Broadway, until a be brought back into the fold 
major material renovation has been through a demonstration of love, 
accomplished. of moral fibre, of the basic con- 


John Whedon and Sam Moore, 
radio writers (“Great Gildersleeve,” 
currently ‘“Hogan’s Daughter’’) in 
their first legit collaboration, have 
an attractive idea in the campaign 
of a Texas back-country windbag 
for re-election to the State Senate 
against his daughter’s war hero 
sweetheart. The role of the Lone 
Star soapboxer is, of course, a nat- 
ural for Kenny Delmar, and he 
troupes through for all the part 
has. But the introduction of a Life 
mag-like publisher plotting a re- 
birth of the Republican party with 
the Texan as his White House 
stooge, changes the mood from 
comedy to a bad brand of travesty. 
The turns of the romantic plot are 
telegraphed far ahead, even to the 
kid sister bringing the lovers to- 
gether. 

Mercer, a lyricist whose thinking 
is big enough for the state of Texas, 
brings forth one of his largest num- 
bers in “The Big Movie Show in the 
Sky,” which happens to be set in 
the same locale as “Riders in the 
Sky” but is nevertheless a stopper, 
and was at performance caught 
when tenorized by Danny Scholl. 
Other noteworthy Mercer jobs are 
the love ballad, “A Month of Sun- 
days,” “It's Great to Be Alive,” the 
title number paced by Delmar, and 
Some ingenious verbal exercises, 
pattable Balding Me,” a poke at 

€ Luce pubs’ inverted English, 
and Our Family Tree,” the sauciest 
Point in the score. 

obert Emmett Dolan’s music is 


cepts of right and wrong. 

The demonstrator, of course, is 
Miss Lawrence, as a radiant widow 
named Stella Martyn. To her Cor- 
nish home above the sea comes hei 
daughter, a bright young thing of 
22 or so, and her new son-in-law, 
an artist nearing his 40’s whose 
war-jaundiced eye is matched by 
a needle-pointed tongue. Stella, 
though long on gallant equanimity, 
is staggered to learn her daughter 
and son-in-law had lived together 
some time before their marriage, 
and appalled at their matter-of- 
factness as bride and groom. 

There presently develops a large 
hole in the artist’s cynical armor 
and Stella. the eternal romantic 
(and not too much his senior in 
vears), unwittingly puts her finger 
in it. The result is an exceedingly 
ardent romance between mother 
and son-in-law. The solution to 
this situation, which occasionally 
has the atmosphere of Portia fac- 
ing life, is both neat and convinc- 
ing in a brilliant scene involving. 
again unwittingly, Stella’s son. 

The factor that lifts this not-too- 
excessively British romance within 
hailing distance of distinction and 
gives it its American passport, is 
the dialog. Even in the lusher mo- 
ments of romance it remains bal- 
anced, poised, telling, while in the 
crisp exchanges between, for ex- 
ample, the artist and Stella’s per- 
ennial suitor, it has wit and sur- 
prise. Still it is, from the outset, 
Miss Lawrence's play. She makes 


ie the typical side, most melodious Stella a hypnotic character; it is 
eid Month of Sundays.” Dolan, in- hard to take eyes off her. While 
ldentally, was at one of the pianos it is clear to everyone that she 


pening night. The most ambitious 
wauce number is a_ brief ballet. 
Ww Ysian Heights,” by Emy St. Just, 
ich contains little of distinction. 
hould the show make New York 
Sat are a number of principals, 
qualifegn to Delmar, who have 
Name jue if they haven't the - 

as s Stritch is alive and sharp | 
pitch for ees 241 Who helps pappy 
ing j pie votes, and her song sell- 
and > expert in duets with Scholl 
Z ami. her soloing of the broad 
e om y Tree. Scholl, a pleasura- 
tor wy is not an impressive ac- 
» but the role is reticent, any- 


overdoes the inflection, the gesture, 
the pause, it is all part of the 
legend. There’s no denying she 
does make the character live. 
She is given superior support by 
Peter Graves of the London com- 
(Continued on page 60) 


VARIFTY's issue 
“Wall St. Lays An Egg,” 
tember) issue of Theatre Arts mag. 
in a battered swivel chair, wearing 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


of Oct. 30, 1929. carrying the memorable banner, 
is reproduced on the cover of the new (Sep- 


“Advanced Thinking’ Of 
Dallas Casino Defended 


. Dallas, Aug. 30. | 
“Dallas should be bursting with | 
pride over the State Fair Casino | 
and not grousing about a couple of | 
shows It doesn’t understand,” says | 
R. J. O'Donnell, Interstate Theatre 





Circuit 

There 

season over “Look, Ma, I’m Dan- 

cin and “Pal Joey,” two “firsts” ——— —-~¢ 


for the summer theatre. O’Donne!} 


] 
Nas just returr | } ‘ ’ 3 
‘ elurned from trips to t 
I 
Doth coasts and stated that the lo orway, I . ’ ’ 
a] ‘ : 

Cal (¢ Sino Is the “tall f . e e ° 
i : i€ talk of show D t St L 
business isappoints St. Louis 

“Consen hat ¢} ’ : 
hy onseneus is that he Casino St. Louis, Aug. 30 
NaS exhibited more adanced think OCon f oN x . the r 
o ' Song o orwa\y, > secon 
Ing than any oUunel Summel the . 5 , 
atre,” said O‘Donne St. Louis Most expensive production staged 
now believes Dallas is right nd in the 3l-vear history of the Mu- 
. i AAR, TLL aiid 

Os gale re —s —_ mr : ; 
auf Angeles actually is imitating nicipal Theatre Assn’s” alfresco 
u é r 

SS . + 

theatre in Forest Park, proved a 


b.o. disappointment to the man- 
agement during the first week that 
wound up Sunday (29 There 
no indication that biz will a 
celerate during the second and last 
session, 

Seven performances drew 71,000 
payees and a gross of approximate- 
lv $51,000, despite the presence of 


1s 


Chi Sked Perks: 
Roberts’ $25,500 


four of the original cast, Helena 
Chicago. Aug. 30 Bliss, Robert Shafer, Robert Ber- 
Legit is perking a bit here. with Dard and Sig Arno; raves from the 


erix, and an extensive advertising 
campaign and bally. 


Crazy $4150 
‘Shoes 906, L.A. 


Sept. openings eagerly awaited to 
end drama drought of the past few 
months, 

“Kiss Me Kate.” opening at 
Shubert Sept has chalked up 
a terrif advance sale while Theatre 
Guild launches its season with 
“Summer and Smoke” opener at 
Harris theatre Sept. 5, followed by 
“Death of a Salesman” at Erlanger 


je 
on, 


Sept. 19. 

_ Meanwhile, “Mr. Roberts” con- 

tinued to chalk up profitable Los Angeles, Aug. 30 
nl in its Sist week and will Sweltering weather didn't help 
owt ably wind up its record run the outdoor production of “Girl 
lere in near-SRO fashion. Play Crazy” at the Greek theatre in 


pulls out Sept. 17, with heavy road 
schedule lined up. 
Estimate for Last Week 
“Mr. Roberts,” Erlanger 
week) (1,334; $4.33). Capacity 
at $25,500. 


Griffith Park, and the stage debut 
of Buddy Clark has to be put down 
—at least for the first week of the 
show—as none too hot. Clark was 
treated weli by the critics for an 
easy manner onstage, but his pipes 
couldn’t get across to the poorly- 
miked vastness of the amphi- 
theatre. 

“High Button Shoes,” 


(51st 
gain 





Glenville to iS See 


in its sec- 


é “lp . ond week at the Philharmonic 
After Double Bill Stint: Auditorium, dropped a _ little 
’ “Blackouts of 1949" wound up its 


375th and last week with the same 
near-capacity take it has enjoved 
for more than seven vears. “Sugar 
Hill,” all colored revue at the Las 


Has Two Plays Readying 


Peter Glenville, British director 


who’s staging the Maurice Evans Pat : 
. a ga mae a eeye Palmas, continues to do fair biz. 

production of “Double Bill,” in- , 8 eee _ , 

tends to divide his time between Estimates for Last Week 


New York and London henceforth. “B'ackouts of 1949.” Ei Capitan 


However, he figures on confining oe i. wa) (1,163; $2.90). Bele 
his activities to directing rather $ “Girl Crazy.” Greek Theatre 
« va) H “Cn Nis * + x x < ® i 7 4 ‘ > 
than becoming associated in man- (1.4 wy) (4.400: $3.60). So-so $41,- 
agement. 500. 
After the Broadway opening of “High Button Shoes,” Philhar- 
“Double Bill,” Glenville plans to. monic Aud (2d wk) (2,670: $4.80). 


Down from first week, but. still 

fairly strong at almost $50,000. 
“Sugar Hill.” Las Palmas (7th 

wk) (388; $3.60). Good $7,000. 


return to London to arrange the 
production of two plays by U. S. 
authors. He wants to do both in 
the West End first, where costs are 
much lower. and bring them to 
America later, if they seem suit- | 
able. He hasn't revealed the titles | 
of the plays or the names of their | 
authors, and he hasn’t yet started 
dickering for London showings for 
them. 





Current Road Shows 


(Aug. 29-Sept. 10) 
“Brigadoon” — Int’l, Vancouver, 
B. C. (29-3): Grand, Calgary (5-10). 
“Diamond Lil’—Lafayette, Det. 


Although Glenville has staged (30-3). 
numerous shows in London, “Death of a Salesman’—Cass, 
“Double Bill” will be his first Det. 5-10). 


“Finian’s Rainbow”’—Shubert, N. 
Haven (29-3): Nixon, Pitt. (5-10). 

“High Button Shoes’’—Philhar- 
monie, L. A. (29-10) 

“Kiss Me, Kate’”—Curran, Frisco 


Broadway assignment. He has full 
authority for the job, as the con- 
tracts of the author, Terence Rat- 
tigan, give him final say on casting, 
production details and perform- 


: ° deskeez 9-10) 
ance. Glenville staged the original (29-1 ; os “—_s : des 
production of the Rattigan pieces (29-10) Roberts” — Erlanger, Chi 
in London. Incidentally, the au- “Oklahoma!” — Capitol Ottawa 
thor will come to the U. S. to at- (29-3): Palace: Hamilton (1-3): 
tend the “Double Bill” tryout in. Royal Alex., Toronto (5-10). 
Princeton and the Broadway open- “Streetear Named Desire” — 


Geary, Frisco (29-10). 
“Summer and Smoke”’—Harris, 
Chi. (5-10). 


ing. 


Okla!’ $18,900, Montl. 


Montreal, Aug. 30. 

“Oklahoma!” paying a third visit 
to His Majesty’s (1,579 seats) did 
the usual sellout business, grossing 
$18.900 for four performances. The 
three-day stand was scaled to a 
$3.94 top. 

Company is in Ottawa this week 
for another three-nighter, moving 
into Toronto for a week opening 
Sept. 5 and then on to Hamilton 
for three days. 


. 

Longhair Shorts 

Jarmila Novotna, recently on 
tour with Sigmund Romberg’s or- 
chestra, has signed with the San 
Francisco Opera Assn. for per- 
formances this fall in Frisco and 
L. A. in “Don Giovanni,” “Faust” 
and “Tales af Hoffman”... Nell 
Rankin, young American contralto, 
pacted by Zurich Stadtheater for | 
opera appearances in German this | 
“ sa season French conductor Paul 
Paray to open Israel Philharmonic 
Orchestra’s 1949-50 season at Tel 
Aviv Oct. 4. Isaac Stern will make 
his first appearance in Israel in 
September in pre-season concerts 
with the orch under Michael 
Taube’s baton. 


‘BRIGADOON’ $29,000, SEATTLE 


Picture shows Bobby Clark, seated 
his painted spectacles, holding the 


ay. Fre ts ; ceicamaaael ackstage ‘ing ¢ 

of the we Wayne scores a number copy of VARIETY. Scene, intended to represé nt back: age — - Seattle. Aug. 30. 

Staffer est laughs as the magazine rehearsal break, was specially photographed in color by Richarc Ten-day engagement of “Bri- 
Who discovers the Texas 'S"*< gadoon” at the 1,500-seat Metro- 


Avedon. 

Feature of the issue 1S ‘ 
“Backward Glance: 1949; a Nostalg 
Years Ago.” 


Spinian and Harry Bannister is 
eim Sp the publisher. Betty Lou 
Paul. a competent kid sister. 

Crabtree, the director, has 


an article 


ric Review of the Lively Arts Twenty 


spread titled politan, scaled from $4.50 for or- 
chestra, hit close to fine $45,000, 


getting $29,000 of it last week. 


and extensive picture 


| last 


Bway Biz Eased, Despite Several 
Sellouts; ‘Anne $17,700, ‘Liberty 436, 
ne aad ecoest menses “Fancy $11,600, ‘Madwoman’ $17,500 


Attendance for most Broadway 
shows eased. slightly last week 
from the hectic pace of the prevl- 
ous week But conditions were 
still much better than during the 

ot spell of July and early August. 

little change in the present pace 
due until after Labor Dav. when 
the 1! a na ( nb be n 

Although receipts for individual 
hews ebl d 1 bit | t week the 
reopening of “Anne of the Thou- 
sand Davs” and “Madwoman of 
Chaillot” inereased the list to 15 
entries and boosted the total gross 
for all houses Next opening, ex- 
c'uding “Blackouts,” the Ken 
Miurray vaude show, will be the re- 
turn of Mae West in “Diamond 
Lil,’ due Sept. 7 at the Plymouth. 
No closings are scheduled for the 
next few weeks 

Estimates for Last Week 

Ke  < Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic figures refer 
to : 944 ( ity a J ty ) . rice, 
including 20% amusement tax. 
However, estimated crosses are 
net: Eo. er lusive oF tar 

*Anne of 1,000 Dave" Shubert 
(80th wk) (D-1,361; $4.80 Max- 
well Anderson costumer pre- 


sented by the Playwrights’ Co., re- 
sumed last week after a summer 
hiatus: started promisingly at 
$17,700. 

“Born Yesterday,” Miller (186th 
wk) (C-940: $2.40). Tapered off a 
bit. but still bettered recent weeks; 
$6,000. 

“Nicht Spain.” 


in Broadway 


(8th wk) (R-1,900; $3.60). Spanish 
dance-and-song show, formerly 
titled “Cabalgata,” rose a step to 
$18,800. 


“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
(29th wk) (D-919: $4.80) Another 
absolute capacity week: $24,100 

“Detective Story.” Hudson (23d 
wk) (D-1,057: $4.80) Also slid a 
notch or two, but plenty of profit 
at $21,500. 

“Goodbye, My Fancy,” 
(40th wk) (CD-366:; $4.80) 
affected hy the genera! 
ample margin at $11,600 


Fulton 
Slightly 
trend, but 


“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” 
Center (14th wk) (R-2.964: $2.88), 
Alwavs a favorite attraction for 


tourist and family trade: $37,000. 
“Kiss Me, Kate.” Century (35th 
wk) (M-1,654: $6). Same every 
week: all the house will hald at 
$47.200 
“Lend An_ Ear,” 
(37th wk) (R-1.160; $6) 
to general conditions, 
profitable at $25,300. 
“Madwoman of Chaillot.” Royale 
(26th wk) (CD-1,035: $4.80). Mau- 
rice Valency’s adaptation of the 
Jean Giradoux original, presented 
by Alfred deLiagre, Jr., relighted 
week after an eisht-wceek re- 


Broadhurst 
Reacted 


but plenty 


| cess; got away with a spurt; $17,- 


900. 

“Miss Liberty.” Imperial (7th 
wk) (M-1,400; $6.60) Fased just 
a trifle under capacity; $43,000. 

“Mister Roberts,’ Aivin (80th 
wk) (CD-1,357; 4.80). Climbed back 
to capacity-plus $34.560. 

South Pacific.” Maiestiec (21st 
wk) (M-1,659; $6). Absolutely the 
limit, as always: $50,600. , 

“Streetcar Named _ Desire,” 
Rarrymore (91st wk) (D-920: $4.80). 
Ebbed a couple of notches to $16,- 
600. 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
(46th wk) (M-1,509; $6). Ray Bol- 
ger starrer is maintaining its great 
pace; capacity $37,800 again. 


Kate’ $41,300, Frisco: 
‘Streetcar’ $24,000 


San Francisco, Aug. 30. 
With two hot boxoffice draws in 
town, San Francisco continues to 
be a legit showman’s dream. The 
pace for both “‘Kiss Me, Kate” | 
“Streetcar Named Desire” fapere 
off slightly last week, but condi- 
tions were still far better than lo- 
cal theatre men can recall in the 
past. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” at the 1,775- 
seat Curran, got a throbbing $41,- 
300 at a $4.80 top for its third week, 
It will continue through Sept. 17. 
“Streetcar Named Desire,” at 
the 1,550-seat Geary, pulled a juic 
$24.000 at $4.20 top for its fifth 
week 
stanzas. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Death of a Salesman” (road)—~ 
Kermit Bloomgarden & Walter 
Fried. . 

“Double Bill’—Maurice Evans. 

“Touch and Go”—George Abbott. 


It stays at least two more 
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May Revive Old Socials, | 
With Accent on Legit 


60 
Click of the sundry “Rendez- | 


Theatre Party Reps, B way Mgrs. 
Meet Sept. 20 on Mutual Problems 3 s<¥s'Ra"fiss 


|spired Jim Sauter and others in | pany. 





Conference of theatre benefit¢— 
chairmen of various organizations | gy ezy 
in the New York area will be held | Lil Opens Det. Season 
Sept. 20 at the Essex House, N. Y. eiiais As 


the American Theatre Wing to re- | 
| vive possibly the old Mayfair or 
(60 Club as a regular Saturday 
| night social group, with accent on 


Confab. called by Sylvia Siegler, 
president of the Show of the 
Month Club, is aimed to provide 
an exchange of views between the- 


atre party representatives and 
Broadway managements. 
More than 100 representatives 
of organizations, from New York 
Citv. Westchester county and 
Connecticut and northern New 
Jersey have been invited. All are 
in charge of arranging theatre 
benefits for their outfits. About 
75 have accepted so far. Also, 


legit producers, business managers, 
pressagents and actors will outline 
their views about theatre parties 
and how they might be improved. 

It’s figured that most theatre 
party chairmen have little knowl- 
edge of how the Broadway theatre 
operates. Also, those associated 
with Broadway shows are un- 
familiar with the setup of organl- 
zations holding benefits. Miss 
Siegel hopes that an airing _of 
views may be mutually helpful. 
Also. the affair is intended as a 
prestige builder and possible busi- 
ness getter for Show of the Month 
Club. 

The Assn. of Theatre Benefit 
Agents, of which Miss Siegler is a 


Detroit’s 1949-50 legit season 
turns on the lights tonight (30) 
when Mae West’s “Diamond Lil” 
opens a six-day engagement at the 
Shubert Lafayette. 

The will open its 
Sept. 5 with “Death of a 
man,” with Tom Mitchell 
June Walker. “Salesman” will 
in town two weeks, the first 
Theatre Guild subscription. 


‘Finian’s’ to Start Pitt 
Legit Season Sept. 5 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 30. 

Legit season of 1949-50 at Nixon 
will get under way Labor Day 
week (Sept. 5) with return engage- 
ment of “Finian’s Rainbow.” 

From looks of things at present, 
house will be dark immediately fol- 
lowing ‘“Finian,” relighting Sept. 
19 with “Mister Roberts,” 


season 
Sales- 
and 
be 
on 


Cass 





through Oct. 8. It'll be the first 


touring date for the national com- | 


pany of the Thomas Heggen-Joshua 
Logan hit, following its 54-week 


which | 
comes in for three weeks, running | 


} 
| 


the legit. 

The ATW benefited from five 
musicals, the last being Thursday 
night’s (25) tieup with “Kiss Me 
Kate.” The entire $2 couverts go 


to that fund. Alfred Drake, Lisa 
Kirk,’ Patricia Morison, Harold 
Lang, Agnes deMille, Mary Me- 
Carty and Ruth Hussey partici- 
pated. There were plenty of do- 


nated gifts as door prizes, dance 
contest award, etc. 

As the pre-Labor Day blowoff 
was signalized with “Kate,” Sauter, 
who has been officiating as host 
for the Wing, bethought himself of 
the yesteryear Mayfair nights at 
the old Ritz-Carlton, and their im- 
pact on New York’s legit-socialite 
seasons. 





Legit Follow-Ups 











The Madwoman of 
Chaillot 
(ROYALE, N. Y.) 
Jean Giraudoux’s rich satire on 
modern politics, business and the 
general art of living resumed trade 


former member and which has op- Stay in Chicago, where it closes at the Royale, N. Y., last week (22) 


posed her booking parties, has 
meantime announced the list of 
new shows for which it will sell 
benefits. The lineup includes the | 
Maxwell Anderson-Kurt Weill | 
“Tost in the Stars,” Katharine Cor- | 
nell’s “That Lady,” Cheryl Craw- | 


ford’s “Regina” musical, the | 
Maurice Evans “Double Bill,’ 
Lillian Hellman’s “Montserrat,” 


S$. M. Chartock’s Gilbert and Sul- 
livan series and George Abbott's 
“Touch and Go” revue. 


‘Medium’ Claimed So Good, 
- Tt Only Seemed Short 


New York. 





Editor, VARIETY: 


Sept. 17. 


Hefty 49-50 Sked Set 


For Des Moines Season 


Des Moines, Aug. 30. 
D. C. Peterson, manager of the 
4,200-seat KRNT Radio theatre 
here, has the following setup to 
| date for the 1949-50 season: Black- 
stone, Sept. 19; ‘“‘The Silver Whis- 
i tle,’ Nov. 7; “Finian’s Rainbow,” 
| Jan. 1-2; ‘Mr. Roberts,” Jan. 10-11; 
Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, Jan. 
12: Marion Anderson, Jan. 23; 
| ‘Blossom Time,” Feb. 16; “Skating 
Vanities,” Feb. 21-26; Oscar 
Levant, March 3 and “Merry 
| Widow,” March 30. 


| Several other shows and concerts 





after an eight-week vacation, pick- 
|ing right up where it left off. A 
i\few replacements have in no way 
| weakened the play or its punch, so 
that this allegorical study of the 
struggle of the peaceful little peo- 
ple against the wicked big shots of 
the world remains a fascinating 
evening. 

Martita Hunt continues to give 
a virtuoso performance as Countess 
Aurelia, the Madwoman who sets 
the world right. If possible, she’s 
grown in the part, self-assured, 
wacky and absolutely captivating. 
Her lengthy dissertation on her 
way of spending the day is still a 
brilliant bit, and the meeting with 
her two mad cronies in her cellar 
is still the evening’s comedic high- 
|spot. John Carradine, as the rag- 
picker, leads the support, and 


In the Aug. 17 VARIETY, your will schedule definite dates soon, | Scores a bullseye with his mock- 
review of “The Medium” and “The | jnciuding the Metropolitan Opera defense of the capitalists. Estelle 


Telephone” says that: “Production 
has been necessarily streamlined 
for barn travel, but gives the im- 
pression of having been cut too 
much. Never too long on Broad- 
way, it is now too short.” 

As musical director of the recent 
tour, I would like to say that not 
one bar or even note has been 
omitted from the original produc- 
tion in the tour of summer theatres. 
We have performed it in its entire- 


ty at all times, although some sus- | 


tained orchestral passages were 


played a little faster in our two-| 


piano setup. Maybe the show you 
caught was so good, you felt it was 
all too short. 

William McDermott. 





Jennerstown (Pa.) Musical 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 30. 

For first time in its long straw- 
, history, Mountain Playhouse at 

ennerstown, Pa., will try out a 
new show, a musical. It’s ‘‘Let’s 
Take Stock.” Tuner opens tomor- 
row night (31) and will run 
through Sept. 10. 

Book and lyrics were written by 
William Wheeling, senior at Har- 
vard and native of nearby Wind- 
ber, Pa., and the music by Wheel- 
ing and Russ Ames, also an under- 

raduate at Cambridge. Wheeling 
‘corked as an apprentice at Jen- 
nerstown last summer and found 
the material for “Let’s Take 
Stock” on the job. 





Don Hirst, legit actor, now play- 
ng leads in films for Army Signal 
nto at Astoria, N. Y.. while con- 
tinuing his scripting chores on the 
TV show, “You Are An Artist,” on 
NBC. 


- ~ _~ ————— 


FOR SALE 
Summer Playhouse 


in Bridgton, 
Seating capacity approx. 400 
In operation 1946-47-48 


$4,000 


Reply BOX M, BRIDGTON, Me. 














Maine 








Assn, 





Play Abroad 


_ The Cocktail Party 











Edinburgh, Aug. 23. 

| Sherek Players, Ltd., production of 
| comedy in three acts by T. S. Eliot. Di- 
|} rected by E. Martin Browne. Settings by 
Anthony Holland. At Edinburgh Inter- 
|national Festival of Music and Drama, 


Edinburgh, Aug. 22, ’49. 
| Edward Chamberlayne. Robert Flemyng 
| Julia (Mrs. Shuttiethwaite) . 

Cathleen Nesbitt 
Celia Coplestone € ...Irene Worth 
Alexander MacColgie Gibbs. Ernest Clark 
| Peter Quilpe Donald Houston 
| Unidentified Guest......... Alec Guinness 
| Lavinia Chamberlayne Ursula Jeans 
| Nurse Secretary..... Christina Horniman 
| Caterer’s Men....... Donald Bain, Martin 
Beckwith 


Dramatic highlight of the current 
Festival, the first new play in 10 


years by poet-dramatist T. S. Eliot, | 


emerges as provocative but over- 
{long and a confusing intellectual 
crossword puzzle. 
| enthusiasts, especially those con- 
| genial to Eliot’s philosophy, will 
be talking about it for a long time 
/to come. But probably no two 
would agree as to what it means. 
West End production chances look 
promising, but N. Y. success looks 
doubtful. 


Playwright has written in more | 
realistic and colloquial terms than) 


in either of kis two previous plays 

'(‘Murder in the Cathedral” and 
“Family Reunion’). For the first 
time a chorus is missing. The verse 
is more felt than heard—in inter- 
nal rhythms of language and height- 
ened imagery. Though labeled a 
comedy, play is closer to being 
a psychological problem piece or 
drawing room. tragedy, with 
marked resemblance to Philip 
Barry's ‘‘Hotel Universe.” 

Plot ostensibly deals with inner 
and outer conflicts involving a 
group of characters caught in a 
tangle of marital and extra-marital 
misunderstandings. Title, partially 


(Continued on page 61) 
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ELEMENTARY 


4% boarding school for girls 


Address: 





Academy of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
BROADLEA HALL, 
Chartered by the Regents 


Conducted by THE SISTERS OF ST. DOMINIC OF BLAUVELT 


The Directress—Phone: 


GOSHEN, N. Y. 
HIGH SCHOOL 


in an ideal country setting 


Goshen 476 











Serious theatre | 


| Winwood, as Mme. Constance; Le- 
ora Dana, as the waitress; Nydia 
Westman, as Mlle. Gabrielle, stand 
out in a uniformly good cast. Mar- 
| tin Kosleck, back after an absence 
for film work, continues to make a 
gifted part of the deaf mute role. 


Louis Sorin, replacing Clarence 
'Derwent as the corporation presi- 
dent, plays the role more affably, 
less suavely. It is a different inter- 
pretation, but no less effective. 
Jonathan Harris, who originally 


had the broker's role, has moved up| 


to the part of the inspector, orig- 
inally held by Vladimir Sokoloff. 
And while less sinister looking, 
he’s just as enigmatic, giving an ex- 
cellent performance. It hasn’t the 
flavor of Sokoloff’s portrayal, but it 
has a good flavor of its own. Fay 
Roope, taking over as the broker, 
/gives the part the proper bluff, 
pushing quality. Bron. 





Finian’s Rainbow 
(SHUBERT, N. H.) 
New Haven, Aug. 30. 

With some refurbished scenery, 
freshened up costumes and a first- 
rate troupe, including new leads, 
“Finian’s Rainbow” stepped off 
here on the first leg of a tour that 
will touch Pittsburgh, Kansas City, 
Detroit and Salt Lake City on the 
| way to a Coast run beginning in 
late September. 

Show drew an enthusiastic re- 
ception in this town which is ex- 
tremely critical from legit angles. 
Score still rests easily on the ears, 
even after a couple of seasons. 


Dance routines come through ter-. 


rifically, novel choreography get- 


ting upper-crust rendition by a/| 
Excellent vocal en- | 


fleet group. 
sembles also get a substantial hand. 

Harry Stockwell and Marilyn 
Day have taken on the top roman- 
tic spots and both are well re- 





, Mennes, Florence and Harold 


/ceived. Stockwell has been around | 


for some time but for Miss Day, 
it’s her most important role to date. 
She fills the bill with appeal to 
spare. Curtis Cooksey, also new 
to this cast, does a good job as the 
| Stuffy southern Senator. 

Joe Yule again does the Finian 


role in good shape, and other re- | 


peaters who score are Charles J. 
Davis, Carmen Guterez, Eddie 
Bruce, Berenice Hall and Maude 
Simmons. 

Although Bretaigne Windust is 
credited on program as director, 
actual staging has been handled by 
| James Russo, who assisted Windust 
On original production. Bone. 


| Dorothy Albin 


September Tide 
Nobody ever had to over- 


come a tougher handicap than he 


‘in turning a pompous ass into a 


highly romantic figure, and he 
scores in a very difficult role, con- 


| tributing in large measure to the 


play’s overall effect. Others are less 
important, but Jean Gillespie does 
well as the daughter, Edward Ash- 
ley is suitably stuffy as the suitor, 
Mabel Taylor is okay as the maid, 
and John Kerr gets in a good lick 
as the son. The play actually runs 
a full three hours and could stand 
a good deal of pruning here and 
there without interfering with the 
mood. but held interest in the ex- 
cellent staging by Arthur Sircom. 
It also has a couple of fine sets by 
Eugene Fitsch. Elie. 


Clutterbuck 
Denver, Aug. 29. 

Elitch theatre presentation of comedy 
in three acts by Benn W. Levy. Produced 
by Arnold Gurther, in association with 
Irving Jacobs. Stars Ruth Matteson, Ruth 
Ford, Whitfield Connor, Walter Greaza; 
features Claire Carleton Directed by 
Norris Houghton. Designed by Alvin Colt. 
At Elitch theatre, Denver, Aug. 28, °49. 
Julian Pugh ; Whitfield Connor 
Arthur Pomfret Walter Greaza 
Deborah Pomfret : Ruth Ford 
Jane Pugh..... .. Ruth Matteson 
Clutterbuck.. Peter Hobbs 
| Waiter Fred Sherman 
| Melissa Claire Carleton 
| —E 
| “Clutterbuck,” giving its Ameri- 
can premiere at Elitch stock the- 
atre here to SRO crowds, likewise 
packs the house with laughs, espe- 
cially when it gets rolling after a 
dragging start. Running about two 
hours and a half, with two inter- 
missions, “Clutterbuck” could stand 
some judicious trimming which 
should be done before play can go 
Broadway. It rolls out sex in heavy 
doses in such manner that the audi- 
ence eats it up. It will go over in 
iN. Y. without any trouble. 

Cast is small, being three couples 
and a waiter, with the man carry- 
ing the title role being on stage 
once in each act and not saying a 
word, but carrying a load of poten- 
tialities. Starting 
the action gets going after long dia- 
log which sets the stage, bringing 
the audience up to date in the be- 
fore-marriage sex life of the two 
couples who carry most of the 
show. 

The two wives each spent a spell 
with the same man prior to mar- 
riage. Then, to give the play a 
| seeming surfeit of sex, it’s revealed 
that the two husbands each lived 
for a time with the same woman, 
_and to top it off the man and the 
woman were later married, and are 
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hattan writer, and also as Number 

ne-O-Six, a sexy, slinky witch 
from another world who has been 
sent to earth to fetch back another 
female. As the wife she is Stupidly 
modest, dowdy and completely un- 
der the spell of her sister (Maurine 
Cookson). Gal chosen by the witch 
to be returned to her outer planet 
is Vera Marshe, flibbertigibbet wife 
of John Alvin, Woods’ publisher 
Sorceress places Woods under her 
control and forces him to make 
ardent love to Miss Marshe. This 
is for the ultimate purpose of lur- 
ing the erring wife to her murder 
at Woods’ hands. Miss Marshe 
leaves her husband for Woods. then 
retreats back to her mate when the 
writer wangles out of the romance 
by a delightfully-done exposition of 
the reasons why he wants to live 


out the rest of their days in a 
nudist camp, sans clothes, sang 
food, sans sanitation. 


™ Woods doesn't get all the subtle 


rather slowly, | 


comedy of his role but delivers a 
fairly workmanlike job, Miss 
Lewis does ably in her two parts 
Miss Marshe gives her flighty , 


role 
a dizzy character, and Alvin is 
okay as the publisher. E. Alyn 


Warren’s direction is excellent. So 
is the one-set Gotham apartment by 
E. Willard Schurz. Production by 
Norman Mennes, Florence and Hare 
old Turney is good. Dag. 


You Got a Regatta 
Bellport, L. I., Aug. 23. 


Lesley Savage production of musical 
comedy in two acts. Book, Miss Savage; 
music, Cy Coleman; lyrics, Larry Steiner; 
staged by Wade Williams; dances, John 
Vivyan; set, Jeanne Burke At Bellport 
theatre, L. I., Aug. 17, ’49. 

Robbie Vance Chris Hamilton 
Jeanne Carter Patricia John Canty 


Mabel Lawrence.....Paulette San Marchi 


David Vance.....6.0.. John Vivyan 
i! to ae Helen Donaldson 
Gary IN «5-004 oa'. aida 6 ‘ Lou Frizzell 
ee ee ..Gloria Mitchell 
Joe Tree Pe eT ee Rip Collins 
Club Entertainer . Wade Williams 

Ensemble: Lesley Savage. Barbara De 
Mar, June Irving, Ann Raskin, Jackie 
Leve, Ruth Pomeran, Frank Entwistle, 


Dave Pomeran, Jay Johnson. 
Children: Edo Cook, Judy Gray, 
Cook, Russell King, Lennie Dacunto. 


Peter 

Whether intentional or not, the 
fact that “‘You Got a Regatta” con- 
fines itself to a running time of 
approximately 75 minutes is ad- 
vantageous. This brevity allows 


, little time for the development of 


on board the cruise with the two. 


| couples. The men are never en- 
lightened as to the pre-marital 
dawdling, nor do the wives receive 


a hackneyed plot and is responsible 
for the show traveling at a fast ana 
pleasant pace. As a_ Broadway 
entry, the musical is too short and 
too threadvare to warrant produc- 
tion, but as summer theatre fare 
it’s ok. 

Show, however, could use some 
padding. A dance specialty, an- 


other tune or an additional scene 
/revolving around the femme comic 


| would be helpful. 


any inkling of their mates’ mis- | 


doings. However, the women tell 
each other of their conquests, as 
do the men. 


‘Peter Hobbs walks across stage 
_ three times, but with dynamite in 
|his step. The five with the prin- 


If lengthened a 
little, musical might do as a pack- 
age for the summer circuit or 
could even fill one-night stands on 


| the borscht circuit. 


In the title role of “Clutterbuck,” | 


cipal parts, all meaty, carry them- | 


selves well. Their diction is tops, 
getting everything out of the roles. 
Ruth Matteson, as Jane Pugh, has 
the popular part and holds it up 
throughout. Claire Carleton, 
brought in to be the ingenue, snaps 
the action when she comes on in 
the second act in a revealing bath- 
ing suit, and panics the house 
| when, after getting one of her for- 
mer paramours to do her back with 
suntan lotion, she asks the other, 
with his wife there, to do her legs, 
and plops one of them in his lap. 
In a few words, “Clutterbuck” is 
sex in a triple dose, and then 
tripled. As one of Miss Carleton’s 
lines goes, “You can’t blame a tom- 
cat for being a tomcat.” 

Direction by Norris Houghton, 
who is slated to go to New York 
with the play, is invigorating. Two 
settings by Alvin Colt are excel- 
lent, with the hotel scene the win- 
ner, Jaro, 





Broomstick 
Tustin, Cal., Aug. 20. 


Stage production of Norman 
Turney pre- 
acts by Mu- 
Stars Donald 


Holiday 


sentation of comedy in three 
riel and William Bolton. 
x ods: woghases Vera 
aurine Cookson, John Alvin AG 
Haipern. Directed by E. Alyn Westen, 
setting, E. Willard Schurz. At Tustin high 
school auditorium, Aug. 20, ’49. 
Number One-O-Six June Lewis 
Begley Albin Donald Woods 
Lucille Dodson Maurine Cookson 
June Lewis 
Vera Marshe 
‘ John Alvin 
..Eve Halpern 


J. B. Robinson..... 
A Maid ‘ 


Cy Coleman and Larry Steiner, 
in the music and lyric department, 
respectively, show promise. Cole- 
man, a nitery pianist and composer, 
has turned out a listenable score, 


while Steiner shines in spots with 


| father, 


some clever wordage. Show sports 
12 numbers, leaving little time to 
the story of a boy and girl who 
compete in a regatta. Boy wins, 
girl contests decision. Girl's wid- 
owed mother and boy’s wifeless 
affected by similar situa 
tion years ago when they were in 
love, realize their inistake and, not 


wanting the same thing to happen 


to their children, manage to 

straighten out the whole affair. ; 
Patricia John Canty in the I 

genue role gives a pert perform: 


ance and offers a cute rendition 0 


“Daddy Why?,” questioning the 
whys and wherefores of sex. Chris 


‘Hamilton, as the youth and Lou 


Marshe, June Lewis, | 


; —_ 
If Muriel and William Bolton will 


get back to their typewriters for a 
careful job of rewriting, principally 
polishing, they may have something 
in this amusing compound of do- 
mestic comedy, double identity, 
witchcraft and fantasy. ; 
June Lewis is cast in the double 
role of wite to Donald Woods, Man- 


|' companies the tune, 
Called Her Bingo,” 


Frizzell, as his father, are okay, 
with latter showing good voice In 
his balladeering of “Strange How 
Love Can Last.” Paulette San 
Marchi’s comic antics are good for 
some laughs, and Helen Donaldson 
does nicely as the mother. 
ship display ac 
Best showmanship Me shot 
done in the 
vaudeville idiom, complete with 
cane, derby and strut. As the open- 
ing and closing number, “All For 
The Glory,” captures the feeling oe 
the show. Musical accompaniment 
is adequately supplied by oo, 
pianists Paquita Anderson an 
Edward Hein. 








BUFFALO TROUPE RESUMES 

Buffalo, Aug. 30. 

Erlanger Players resuming Sept. 

6 with “Trial of Mary Dugan - 
six performances, “Springtime 

Henry” skedded to follow. _ 

Troupe includes Walter mg 

Norma Taylor Sharpe, Sally sor 
Phil Magner, Barbara Jane 4 
rissey and Maynard Burgess. 


ne eer 
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Vanderbilt's Bedside Cuts 

Cornelius Vanderbilf, Jr. is cut- 
ting his European travelog film 
from his bedside, having been laid 
up ever since returning to New 
York two weeks ago. 
first, was thought to have been 
stricken with polio but while she, 
too, is still convalescent, her ail- 
ment has now been diagnosed as 
different. . 

“Vagabonding with Vanderbilt” 
jis the columnist-lecturer’s theme 
for the 1949-50 season, predicat- 
ing his views on a vast amount of 
footage shot during his station- 
wagon tour of the Continent 

Vanderbilt is also slated for some 
guest-shots on the radio and video 
as soon as he recovers. 

Mackall’s 2d Edition 

Lawton Mackall has brought out 
a second edition of “Knife and 
Folk in New York” under a con- 
tinuing Doubleday imprint. A 
jacket spotlight tag proffers fur- 
ther footnotes and revisions, as 
changes occur. These are for free. 

Mackall has attractively grouped 
his categories of New York’s and 
near Gotham’s many variations of 


pubs, clubs, eateries, dineries, 
drinkeries and plush restaurants 
A good gourmets’ guide for the 
heps and the squares alike. 
Muge’s Truman Kudo 
Martin O’Shaughnessy, Chi 
VARIETY Mugg, tomed a_ book, 
“How to Break Into Politics,” which 


got a literary review last week by 
President Harry Truman at the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars national 


convention in Florida, latter term- 
ing it a valuable adjunct to the 
budding politician. 

O’Shaughnessy has never been 


in politics. 


Merle Miller Takes on the FBI 
Merle Miller, ex-Harper’s staffer 


whose first novel was “That 
Winter,” has drawn on his experi- 
ence as a Washington corre- 
spondent :for his second effort. 


“The Sure Thing” (William Sloane. 
$3). Tome is a timely opus dealing 
with the current loyalty investiga- 
tions of government employees 

An astute reportorial job, “Sure 
Thing” probes the probers. detail- 
ing the techniques they use to pry 
into past activities and present be- 
liefs of “security risks.” Volume 
has some hard-hitting sequences. 
as when some FBI eves show the 
wife of a suspect a photo of her 
husband with another woman. 
And there are some strong indict- 
ments of those who'd use the ex- 
posure of pro-Communists as a 
cover to further their own selfish 
ends. 

Story, tautly compressed into a 
24-hour span, relates the investiga- 
tion of a middle-echelon State 
Dept. employee. As an idealistic 
youth, he had joined the Reds for 
a brief period in 1938. This, to- 
gether with his criticism of some 
governmental policies. his distaste 
for bureaucratic red tape. and his 
other non-conformist attitudes, is 
used as the basis for his dismissal. 
Miller’s implication is that lovalty 
investigations inevitably trap the 
innocent and deny Uncle Sam 
benefit of talented public servants. 
Despite some sketchy characteriza- 
tions and superficial political 
analysis, “Sure Thing” is a tse, 
Punchily-written novel. Bril. 

_. Dick Joseph’s Book 

Dick Joseph, travel editor for 
Esquire, has been signed by Dou- 
bleday to do a book, ‘How to Plan 

our Vacation Abroad.” 

Joseph is also working on an- 
other travel book, which may go 
Via the.same firm. 

CHATTER 

Jeanne Sakol. of Macfadden cir- 
culation-promotion staff, in Europe 
for six weeks. 

Inez (INS) Robb and her hus- 
band off to Europe on_ holiday; 
due back Oct. 15. 

Fred Beck dunking his column 
in the L. A. Mirror to devote his 
time and other interests. 

Gilbert W. Gabriel, recently with 
heatre Arts mag, becomes draina 
Critic of Cue mag next week. 
rvaxwell Wilkinson and Kenneth 
<ittauer, ex-mag editors have 
Opened a literary agency in N.Y. 
Paul Hochuli, drama editor of 
he Houston Press. in Hollywood 
2 (make his bow as a film actor 

the Eagle and the Hawk 
_.The Human Nature of Play- 
iste a how-to book by scenar- 
will ogee ed Samson Raphaelson, 

, L@ published Oct. 18 by Mac- 
Millan. 
tei Luther, conductor of juve 
children oS: will have two of his 
Stori — st Oreies, “Silly Billy 
Storie. and “Mr. Wheatley W hale 
in Sent published by Garden City 

September. 


tr. Leo Handel, head of Metro's 
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towns to show “The Medium” are + SOPHO OSee ; 

New port. Stockbridge, Worcester, ; 

Cohasset and Marblehead, Mass; 3 . x > 

lvoryton, Conn.; Albany and now SCULI Y S SCR APBOOK t 

Olney, } 4 ” ; 

z + 

- © 7 ; ; 

|research department, has contrib- Strike Nips Chi Strawhat 3, By Frank Scully —" 

uted a chapter on research to ns ‘ 

|““After (Business) Hours.” com- hicago, Aug. 30. 


pendium on advertising put out by 
Funk & Wagnalls. 

Robert Downing, stage manager 
of “Streetcar Named Desire,” at 
the Barrymore, N. Y., authored a 
piece on stage cats, titled “Minnie 
and Mr. Clark,” in the September 
issue Of Theatre Arts mag 

William C. Lengel, exec editor of 


ers strike. 


theatre has been considering 


but gas strike plus heavy leg 


may change its plans 


: Lake Zuric 2 F , > 
a Publications, authored a Zurich 1] h 4 Reece ge 
short story, “‘/ 1 est ’ » Has gone ans to 
wn i r ; An Innoce nt Hu extend, winding -up season with 
and,” which will be included in Ruth Gordon's “Year’s A 

the Joseph Greene-Elizabeth Abell ears Ago, Aug 


31 to Sept. 4 Tenthouse 


anthology, “‘Husband and Lovers Highland Park. Ill. will 


due for publication soon under the 
Bantam imprint. 

A course on “Literary Property 
and the Law,” covering copyright. 
libel and taxation aspects of writ- “I 
ing, will be given at New York U.’s 
evening session this fall with Alex- 
ander Lindey as instructor. Lindey 


shutte) 


tional two weeks. Luzern 
Lake Geneva, Wisc.. 


Like It Here.” Chevy 


Was to wind up this week. 


Chevy 


is a member of the law firm of Chase ‘Lover’ $5,750 
Greenbaum, Wolff and Ernst and Chicago, Aug. 30 
co-authored several books ith Despite gas truckers strike here 


Morris Ernst. C] } 
levy Chase 
broke its single 


Summer 


“Don’t Go Away Mad. and Other night 


Plays,” which will include three record Saturday (27) with 794 per- 
full-length dramas by William sons. including “ standees. ‘Big 
Saroyan, has been added to the weekend rush helped week of 
Harcourt, Brace list for November “Cardboard Lover,” with Tom 


publication. Title play deals with 


tease in a hospital who have $5,750 gross. 

only a short time left to live. Also : , 

Oni’ L Eighth week silo se ‘s 
included are “Sam Ego’s House,” ee oe ee 


a comedy about the Great Ameri- 


Chicago's plush strawhat biz re- 
ceived a slight setback last week 
with the outbreak of the gas truck- 
Chevy Chase summer ‘ 
: ; ex- ter Garden, Murray and his carload of corn are set for a two-time kill- 
tending its season for two weeks, !8 


schedule in the loop for Septembe1 


theatre 


planned, instead of extending addi- 
theatre. 
— winds up Aug 
-6, with two weeks presentation of 
(“hase 


Which has paralyzed strawhat biz. 
Theatre 
attendance 


Drake and Haila Stoddard, to hit a 


season gets under way tonight (3 


can Dream, and “A Decent 
A Happy Funeral,” an allegory. 


Joe Laurie, Jr., is Writing a fore- 
break- 
penned by 
Smith. 
“Guide to Glory—A Hand- 
the 
requirements an 
the 
order to 
work- 


word for a 
ing into 
playwright 
Titled 
book for the 

book details the 
aspirant should have 

gauntlet he must run in 
gain a place. Smith is now 
Ing On a second tome, titled “Pum 
Pum Peedaway,” humorous biog- 
raphy recounting the last davs of 
Ravenswood, N. Y.. the 
which he was raised 


new book on 
show _ biz 

Paul Gerard 
Stagestruck,”’ 


and 


Suburb in 








Birth, 





 Philly’s Legion 


mm Continued 


CIO. outfit. the 
Communication 


from page 2 


ACA-American 
Association 

All local AM stations picked up 
President Truman’s address from 
Convention Hall, at the Legion's 
opening sessions. Several of the 
stations fed it to the nets. although 
none of the TV webs picked up the 
Truman speech, except for film 
feeds on network news shows. 

Philadelphia relaxed its regular 
blue laws for the vets conclave. 
‘he Saturday midnight closing was 
extended well beyond that hour 
and the vice squad ignored the 
street corner crap games and other 
over-stepping of bounds. Although 
the night clubs planned nothing 
special, several hired name acts. 
The Click brought in Duke Elling- 
ton and the Latin Casino engaged 
the Radio Rogues; but generally 
the nitery bonifaces learned their 
lesson about high priced acts from 
the national political conventions 
last year, most of which fizzled. 








Boston Area 


| 
Continued from page 58 Se 








ouster proceedings. This angle of 
the situation has not been clarified 


as yet. Cullen is said to have 

operated previously at Virginia 

Beach. 

‘Medium’-‘Telephone’ for Olney 
“The Medium” and “The Tele- 

phone,” Gian-Carlo Menotti’s mu- 


sie-drama twin-bill which has been 
playing the strawhat circuit, will 
do a week at Olney theatre, Olney, 
Md., starting Sept. 6. for its eighth 
and final barn engagement of the 
summer. The N. Y. City Opera Co. 
has ‘‘The Medium” in its repertory 
and will probably do it once or 
twice at City Center, N. Y., in the 
fall. The original three Broadway 
leads. Marie Powers, Evelyn Keller 
and Leo Coleman, are still playing 
“The Medium,” and will do it at 
the Center. 

Reception on the road this sum- 
mer has been good. with one excep- 
tion. the Newport (R.1.) Casino. This 
was explained by fact the show w as 
the strawhatter’s opening bill 
when regular patronage hadn't 
started to arrive at the shore re- 
sort. Package unit has been travel- 
ing with a two-piano accompanl- 
ment, performed as well as direct- 
ed bv William McDermott. who 
conducted “The Medium” when it 
played the road and in Paris. Eight 


with Dennis King in “‘The Second 
extend 
final 

Charles 
But the 


Man.” Chevy 
its season with a ninth 
week, Sept. 6-11, with 
Ruggles in “Nothing 

Eruth;” 


Chase will 
and 


Tryouts This Week 
“Texas Li'l Darlin’,” 


and Sam Moore, lyrics by 
Mercer, score by Robert 
Dolan, at Country playhouse 
Westport, Conn. 
“Yankee Clambake,” 
Milton Lyon and Stanley 
Chapel playhouse, Guilford 
“Clutterbuck,” play by 
Levy, at Elitch’s Gardens 
“Letter from Harry,” 
Leon Stein, at Putnam 
Mahopac, N. Y 
“While the City Sleeps,” 
by Alfred Dumais and 
Cutts, at Camden Hills ‘Me 
mer theatre 
“Lo and 


Jobnny 


Conn 
Benn W 
Denvet 


playhouse 


stun 


Behold,’ 


at Red Barn theatre, Westboro, 
Mass. 

“Let’s Take Stock,” play with 
music, by William Wheeling and 


Russ Ames, at Mountain Playhouse, 


Jennerstown, Pa. 

“Tammy,” play with 
adapted by Cid Ricketts 
trom her own novel, “Tammy Out 
of Time.”’ with score by Al Moritz, 
at Duxbury (Mass.) playhouse., 


“Miranda,” play by Peter Black- 
Pawl- 


more. at Starlight theatre, 
ing, N. Y., and at The Barnstorm- 
ers’, Tamworth, N. H. 

“Too Much Johnson,” musical 
version of William Gillette play, 
adapted by George Schaefer, mu- 
sic by G. Wood,. at Hilltop theatre 
Lutherville, Md. 

“Baa-Baa, Black Sheep. by 
Montgomery Hare, at Barter thea- 
tre, Abingdon, Va., opening Friday 
(3). 

“Syllabub.” by Patricia Colbert, 
at Grand Island (N.Y.) playhouse. 

“Love Thief,” by Caesar Dunn. 
at Keene (N.H.) playnouse. 

“Take a Dream,” revue. by Alice 
Lee Edwards, Bernard Welch, Al- 
fred Simon and Harold Fuquay. at 
Peterborough (N.H.) summer thea- 
"ec. 

* “High Time,” musical by Willard 
Jodice, at Nantasket (Mass.) thea- 
tre. 
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The Cocktail Party 
svmbolic. refers to two occasions 
One party introduces the crisis, 
the other—less cleverly handled 
resolves it. Action in between 
consists mainly of conversations 
between various pairs of characters 
engaged in searching out their own 
and each other's psychoses 

Characters include a 


” 











middle- 


aging lawyer and wife who are 
rapidly drifting apart. an emotion- 
ally confused society girl who 


thinks she’s in love with the lawver 
but isn’t. a bouncy young screen- 
writer who thinks he’s in love with 
her and is, a government official 
with worldwide connections. a 
chatterbox of a widow who turns 
-erious-minded at the author s con- 
venience, and an unknown guest 
who eventually turns out, in who- 
dunit manner, to be a consulting 


musical 
comedy with book by John Whedon 


Emmett 


revue by 
Pearl. al 


drama. by 


musical 
Richard 


musical by 
William Happ and Brown Furlow., 


music, 
Sumner 


Murray Hill, Aug. 29. 
Clattering across the continent toward Times Square is Ken Murray's 
“Blackout.” Far from being the reserves rushed eastward to support 
the Palace while Mike Todd plans to open with plushier acts at the Win- 


on their own. In fact, his stvle of vaude might well outlive all 
others 
Murray will give New York just about what he has been giving 


Hollywood since the critics looked at his wares and ordered him locked 
up for six weeks and then released Ihat was ‘way back in June, 1942 
He will feature the same variotous moving them along so fast 
that vice cops can’t spell out s-e-x before he has swung to the acrobats 
and the animal acts. Even George Burton and his beautiful performing 
birds will be there to an air oft innocence to the 
merriment 


acts 


add bucoli bawdy 


Ashes On a Windy Day 

Somewhere between those 10 shows a week and that $17,000 weekly 
gross he must draw at the Ziegfeld, Murray will shake the ashes of his 
ever-present cigar in front of CBS’ TV cameras and trust that the 
kinoscopic offset which old pals in Hollywood have to view will not be 
too hard to see. 

In fact, if it hadn't been for one of the juiciest plums ever dangled 
before anybody in show biz, it is doubtful if Murray would have lett 
those Hollywood pals till carried on their shoulders to Forest Lawn. 
[wo years ago he told me he couldn't imagine a happier guy than him 


self. He had everything he had ever wanted—his own show, a packed 
house every night and lots of time to play golf. But when Bill Paley 
of CBS offered him a straight three-vear deal for an hour a week at a 


minimum of $20,000 a program and a lavoff guarantee of $3,750 every 

week pending the signing of a sponsor, Murray felt he simply couldnt 

Sav no, 

Figures Don't Lie, But Figurers? 

On closing, “Blackouts” had run up a record of 3,943 consecutive 
performances in one house. Dick Hunt, who opened and closed 
show, long ago filed a claim for the all-time long-run record of 
American theatre. This is a tricky claim because Hunt based it on the 
fact that “The Drunkard,’ which been running 15 years in one 
house, is a revival and, besides beer and sandwiches, which 
makes it, in his opinion, a cross between a burlesque house and a nighit- 
club. The only legit contender, Hunt holds, was the New York pro- 
duction of “Life With Father,” and “Father” folded after 3,209 perform- 
ances, or 635 showings short of where “Blackouts” ended its Hollywood 
run. 

Elsa Lancaster and the Yale Puppeteers at the Turnabout is left now 
to fight it out with “The Drunkard” for the Hollywood long-rv™ record 
his melange has been playing to capacity for eight years and, hort of 
some irresistible offer to Miss Lanchester to quit Hollywood ch as 
has come to Murray, it is doubtful if the Turnabout show will stop for 
another eight years. Ditto “The Drunkard.” 

Of the original cast only Murray remains for the N. Y. opening the 
dav after Labor Day. Marie Wilson, who opened with Murray, dropped 
out two weeks before “Blackouts” completed its Hollywood run, and 
will be replaced in New York by Pat Williams. Also in that original 
cast were Billy Gilbert, Gene Austin, Roy Davis, Park & Clifford, Nich- 
olas Brothers, Helen Gardner Foursome, Betty Atkinson and Vivien 
Marshall. Of these all are gone 

Jack Mulhall, the Old Runner-Up 

Longest to Murray in point of service still with the show is Jack Mul 
hall. He joined as a handsome siraight man in 1942, eight weeks after 
the opening night, and has been in there pitching—10 shows a week 
ever since. The Mulhall of the old picture team of Mulhall & MacWKaill, 
Jack should be well remembered around Broadway. They don’t come 
better liked. 

The Elderlovelies, too, have been a long time with the show and con- 
tribute a nostalgic touch that is possibly more characteristic of Broad- 
wavy than it is of Hollywood. ‘Toots Shor and other crumbums from the 
days when Ward's sold a loaf of bread for 5c, will now be able to see 
what happened to vaude when all the time they thought it was dead. 

The Ken Murray N. Y. is going to see will not look anything like the 
character whose smoke has been getting in their eyes for so many 
vears. The export job has a crew haircut with a cowlick instead of a 
part, and rarely, if ever, wears a hat. Whether he will dare go bare- 
headed around Times Square depends on whether the warm weather 
holds out all winter. 

The chances are you will not see him light a cigar either. He quit 
smoking some time ago but still carries one for a prop. People whose 
imaginations are awful fast on the draw have frequently sworn they 
inhaled smoke arising from his blue gags. But actually what happened 
was that somebody iett a door of El Capitan open and the smog which 
passed for fresh air around Hollywood came into the theatre 
fouled up the air-conditioning 

Murray's D. A. R. Guys 

Barring his el ropo routine, the rest is as authentic Murray as Murrav 
Hill. Incidentally, friends of the key comic claim he is descended from 
the gal who entertained the British at her Manhattan manse while 
Washington’s army scrammed across the Hudson to New Jersey and so 
lived to fight another day. If so, I suspect the present-day master of 
emcee is using the same gags Mrs. Murray used in 1776, dirtied, of 
course, by the wear and tear of time 

Old-timers will miss Marie Wilson dreadfully. A trouper always on 
time and perfect in her timing, she ran up 2,332 consecutive perform- 
ances in one house. Has any other pal plaved 10 shows a week, week 
in and week out, for four and a half vears without taking a day off? 
In the early days she and Murray were in and out of every skit. In 

latter years, however, she has done less and less and, if possible, shown 
more and more. But in the last “Blackouts” she stopped stripping 
and returned to the plunging neckline. In cleavage she has been the 
successor to the split neckline. In cieavage she has been the successor 
to the split week. Now busy with “My Friend Irma” on stage and 
screen, watch the battle to keep Miss Wilson dressed when she opens—— 
and “opens” is the word—on television 

Out front at the Ziegfeld the Murray dynasty will show some changes, 
too. Sid Grauman, C. FE. Toberman and Lloyd Bacon won't be around 
Broadway, but David W. Siegel. the Cleveland attorney who put yp 
the show’s original $12,000 in 1942. will be counting the house and 
checking with Billy Rose for Murray. 

In Hollywood Murray and Siegel ran their 12G up to $6,535,100 be- 
fere they quit. It would be more amazing than atomic fission if they 
should top that on Broadway But remember what Napoleon said: 
“Impossible? Cet mot n’est pas francais.”’ 


the 
the 


has 
Serves 


and 


psychiatrist equally handy at tricks 

of behavior and theological allu- 

sions. 
Trouble is 


costumes especially smart. Polished 
cast is headed by Robert Flemyng 
and Ursula Jeans as husband and 
wife, whose problems of loving and 


that most of his 


writing is neither simple nor being loved provide the play's 
dramatic enough. His philosophical central core: with Alec Guiness 
trails, especially on the questions one of England’s best character 
otf love and responsibility for love.. actors, the mystical doctor who 
are interesting but diffused. His alternately is taken for either a 
talk is often static. saint or a devil. 

Henry Sherek, who is interested Director Martin Browne, who 


in the play’s West End possibilities 
has spared no effort on the Edin- 
burgh presentation. Physical pro- 
duction is slick and lavish, the 


staged the other two Eliot plays, 
tries valiantly to clarify the play's 
theme and keep lack of action from 
being toa obvious. Alan. 
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CHATTER 
lto work for some time. Mario 
Broadway | Pedro, lately manager of Teatro 
: | Avenida, subbing. 
contact Bill Orn-| , ; 

Metro peo vacation at Stan-|, Robles Monteiro, for 20 years 
stein on two-w impresario of the Teatro Nacional, | 
fordville, N. Y. lens to the Coast is organizing the four months’ com- | 

Humphrey a: ae for whom Pulsory legit season at the Teatro 
with ere Raper  Seindade, a Sreres pone. | 
he’s person ads 'pany will start rehearsals in Sep- | 

Dancer Nick Long hospitals: tember and close down before 
Jewish Memo Christmas when the theatre will 


sulting from auto . return to films. 


Picture 


| 

Gerald Mayer, | 

Assn of Americas continental | 
em ; M4 ° Jaric 

manager, due 1n from Paris. | 


Lima, Peru 


By Bart McDowell 
Mexican ventriloquist Paco Mill- 
er moved to Callao. 
Bolivian cultural ambassador, 
Julio Martinez Arteaga, doing three 
concerts here on Andean folk mu- 


David Wayne in town from Lake 
Placid for special recording retakes 
on Metro's “Adam’s Rib,” in which 

>» starred. a 
en Silverstone, 20th-Fox’s 
foreign chief, arriving next week 
on the Queen Mary from extensive 
Suropean survey. ; 
PUTS international — copyright sic. adi 
and performing societies expert, Westrex Andean _Co. gerne 
Jean Geiringer, back from three out 1,000 soles in prizes and si ver 
months in Europe. plaques to Peruvian film opera- 

Mildred (Mrs. Henry) Ginsberg tors. ; . 
flew in from a Paris sojourn and M-G-M’s Latin American super- 
out for Hollywood the next day. visor Maurice Silverstein brewing 
She’s been abroad over a month. plans here for Silver Anniversary 

Marian Anderson, who returned celebration. | ; 
from a European concert tour, and Jose Cibrian’s’ Spanish comedy 
Mrs. Robert Montgomery, wife of company _featuring Jose’s dad, 
the actor, in on the Caronla yes- Benito Cibrian, just up from 
terday (Tues.). ; Buenos Aires. | 

Comedian Jack Pearl, back from U. S. explorer Lewis Cotlow 
a vacation in Ottawa during which back from African trip to make 
be had an operation, is recuper- films in Amazon country on head- 
ating and expects to be up and shrinking Jibaro Indian tribes. 


around in a few days. vs 
Eddie Cantor has moved his , . 
entire business staff east for a Minneapolis 


month while setting up the debut 
of his first four “Take It Or Leave | 
Se ae or Vi t Minnelli. Carnival 
I i irector Vincente arnival. — 
ieee teas ae Coast to Boston Slim Gaillard band into St. Paul 
to join mate Judy Garland during Flame nitery. | 
the Labor Day holiday. Minnelli Old Log Strawhatter 
will be in Boston 10 days. “Play’s the Thing. 
Irving Berlin to the Coast for a Royal American Shows again on 
w@ek and then three more at Lake Midway of Minnesota State Fair. 
Tahoe, where daughter Mary Ellin Club Carnival has Harvey Stone, 
(Mrs. Dennis Sheedy —" is thes i Faye and Perry Martin 
”“ »scrow” whi ivorcin yer, orchesira. 
chan er ee | Georgie Gobel playing return at 
Actress Marie Wilson off on a 10 Hotel Radisson Flame Room with 
key-city swing Monday (5) in con- Irving Winslow’s orchestra. 


By Les Rees : 
Lena Horne underlined for Club 


offering 


iuction with openings of ‘My Adrian Ames, female impersona- 
Friend Irma.” Paramount film tor, into St. Paul Drum after 
takeoff on the radio show. She’s month’s engagement at Persian 


Palms here. 
With cancellation of a 
the Theatre Owners of America, Lil,” originally set for week of Aug. 
Shifting his permanent base from 29, Lyceum gets late start with 
Portland, Ore., to New York. Gam- | “Brigadoon,” Sept. 19. 

2 is rj is family to Green- 
aah egy Bes one 4 son starts Nov. 17 with “The Great 
Jack Benny, Morton Downey, Waltz’; also will include Aida 
Hedy Lamarr and the Myrt Blums and “Song of Norway. . 
after voyaging together back home Pappy Trester’s — Screwballs,” 
on the Queen Elizabeth, continued novelty band, busting up after 
their conviviality by having their more than five years in Twin City 
first on-shore dinner together. | niteries, with most of boys but 

Vera and Nate Blumberg’s 29th not Trester, reorganizing as 
anniversary was signalized by a Komikings. 
gag edition of Variety with the | 
P. 1 streamer reading, “Nate Lifts | 
Vera’s Option.” Sub-bank was) 


as ta Extends | By Joaquina C. Vidal-Gomis 


Jack Connolly, former Pathe Bahia nitery imported Hy Hazel 


News editor and now with the State 4nd Maireles Sisters from London. 
Department, is hopping off for Eu- Mrs. Florinda S. de —— 
rope today (Wed.) to pick up some Planist, wife of Portuguese consul, 


: ; : : = |i bay. 
40 junketing editors and publishers ‘2 from Bombay ; : 
now in London and Paris and es- _, Alfredo Matas, manager of Ar- 
cort them back to N. Y. cines pic house and Windsor nitery, 


Si Seadler, acting ad-pub chief 9ff to Paris and London in search 
of Metro in the absence of Howard for talent. acai = 
Dietz, in Philadelphia for on-the- Victoria theatre preparing | sec- 
scene supervision of the fanfare ©Nd version of big musical “Taxi 


in the pic. 
Ted R. Gamble, board chairman 


Barcelona 


being stirred by M-G, prelim to the 4! Victoria,” by J. A. Prada and 
world preem of “That Midnight Joaquin Gasa, with music by 
Kiss” at the Boyd, Friday (2). Alonso and Cabrera. 

Robert Benjamin, chief of “J.|.. Another big musical staged at 


Arthur Rank’s U. S. wing, on the the Principal Palacio, “Te espero 
Coast for huddles with William ¢! Siglo que Viene” (‘I'll Expect 
Goetz, Universal’s production top- You Next Century’). Stars Pepe 


er, and Earl St. John, one of Barcenas and Mary Campos. 
ht studio execs, on joint Following the success of the 
musical, ‘Escuela de Serenos,” 


Anglo-American film projects. * 
Robbie (Mrs. John) Garfield so S0M8-writers Damaso and Llorca, 


accustomed to going around bare- With composer Lopez Marin, are 
foot this summer at Fire Island, Preparing another show, “Escuela 


that she couldn't keep her shoes on @@ Vampiresas. 





while attending performance of 

“The Madwoman of Chaillot” at ° 

the Royale last Wednesday (24). San Francisco 
Scripter Hy Kraft’s daughter, ’ 

Jill Kraft, summoned east from By Ted Friend 


King Cole trio at Ciro’s. 

“Kiss Me Kate” cast Press Club 
guesting. 

Jerry Lester and Buddy Ebsen 


Hollywood by Michael Kanin for 
the national road company of 
“Goodbye My Fancy.” Apart from 
a stint with the semi-pro Circle hig Auta : 
Players on the Coast, this is her at Fairmont S Venetian Room. 

first legit show. Promotion underway for Bal 


Esta Silsbee, now aide to Ed Jabarin reopening Sept. 8, with 
Seay, publicity chief of the Hotel Ted Lewis heading show. ” 
Plaza, was originally Esther, but it , Frank Fay and Dorothy Kirsten 
was switched by Vincent Lopez, to head Gold Rush Salute” pag- 
her onetime employer. Bandleader ©4"t Sept. 10 at Frisco’s Ports- 
Lopez is w.k. for his numerologistic ™outh Plaza. 


tendencies, and that influenced Oe aoe 
Miss Silsbee’s curtailed’ given ° ° 
fens Atlantic City 
rT b ‘ By Joe W. Walker 
reorge Owen and Charlie Mur- 
IsDOn ray into Babettes. 


Duke Ellington did neat biz dur- 
ing three-day stand at Orsatti’s in 
nearby Somers Point (26-27-28) 

Jane Russell into Steel Pier’s 
Music hall for week - starting 
Sunday (28). Sammy Kaye coming 
into ballroom Sept. 2-4, replacing 

Teatro Ginasio, a firstrun house, Hal McIntyre, who started Sunday 
started its four months’ compulsory (28). Kitty Kallen to head new 
legit season with old French farce. vaudeville show Monday (5). Kaye 

Alberto Reis, manager of Teatro is playing a return engagement 
Apollo, taken ill and won’t be able here tor season, 


By Lewis Garyo 
Illness of Teresa Gomez stopped 
proposed strawhat season at Teatro 
Apolo, Lisben. 
New revue at Teatro Maria 
Vitoria, Lisbon, folded after three 
weeks, due to terrific heat. 





| Kaufmans to 


Annual St. Paul Civic Opera sea-| 


London 


Lew Grade on quick looksee of 
Holland and Belgium. 

Boy Foy off to America shortly to 
pick up his citizenship papers. 

Dolores Gray back in the lead of 
‘Annie Get Your Gun” after two 
months’ rest. 

Lee Royce has joined the Ben 


Blue act. Opens provincial tour 
with him at Empire, Glasgow, 
Sept. 5. 


Prince Littler has resigned post 
of chairman and managing direc- 


itor of Olympia, Margate, due to 


pressure of other biz. 

Harry Bradbury-Pratt has ac- 
quired Pinoli’s restaurant, noted 
West End rendezvous, for $300,000. 
Spot also has annual rental of 
$48,000. 

Pearl Bailey to New York after 
a week at Glasgow and Manchester, 
but returning next summer for 


West End revue, with Paris dates | 


to follow. 

Dee.) River Boys and John Boles, 
both acts working in Hyman Zahl’s 
vaudeville units, booked here till 
end of the year, and already signed 
to return next year. 

After three weeks in London 
honeymooning and on biz, the Joe 
Paris, returning to 
London Sept. 11, and planing for 
New York a week later. 

Harry Green host to Helen Haye, 
Britain’s oldest playing actress, at 
a party Aug. 28 in celebration of 
her 75th birthday. She appears 
with him in ‘The Return of Peter 
Grimm.” ? 

The old Bedford Music Hall, 
cradle of early vaude stars, bought 
by two young thesps, John Penrose 
and Pat Nye, who plan to run it as 


a legit house. Price said to be 
around $360,000. 
Harry Foster planing to New 


York end of September and expects 
to be away for six weeks. Will take 
in Chicago and Hollywood for new 
talent hunt for London Palladium’s 
vaudeville season next vear. 
London Hippodrome’s musical, 
“Her Excellency,’ which has been 
tottering, has been given a broad- 
cast by the British Broadcasting 
Corp., with result that takings have 
picked up and closing postponed. 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 


The Metropolitan Hospital is in- 
stalling a life-size television screen 
to permit doctors and nurses on the 
staff to watch operations as they 
are performed. 

Theatre Guild is sounding out its 
subscribers on the plan of wearing 
evening dress for opening nights 
here. Guild’s opener is Lynn Riggs’ 
| “Out of the Dust,” set for Sept. 19. 

Local 77, American Federation of 
| Musicians, has served notice on all 
| bongo, maraccas and Klavas play- 
| ers that they are now eligible and 


| 


-must apply for membership in the 


union by Sept. 15. 

Mrs. L. Wallace Egan, one-time 
actress and widow of a former City 
Councilman, has been named head 
of a drive committee to raise $60,- 
000 to aid the Philadelphia LaScala 
Opera Co.’s new season. 

“Stop the Music,” radio give- 
away show, will be presented be- 
tween the halves of the city’s first 
pro grid game—Philadelphia Eagles 
vs. Chicago Bears, at Municipal 
Stadium, Saturday, Sept. 17. Affair 
will be sponsored by the Philadel- 
phia Inquirer Charities, Inc. 


Madrid 


By Geeno Garr 

Sally Browne, songstress from 
London, at the open-air Pavillion 
night club. 

Trudi Bora has started a “Revue 
of Revues” at the air-conditioned 
Zarzuela theatre. 

Meirelles Sisters, Portuguese 
trio, clicked at the Baia nitery, 
Madrid. They will go to Brazil in 
September. 

Spanish dancer Elvira Lucena. 
back from Paris, giving recitals at 
Teatro del Retiro prior to her de- 
parture for South America. 

Sacha Goudine Baliet clicked in 
Badajoz (southwest Spain) nitery 
after six months in Portugal, where 
local Artists Syndicate didn’t re- 
new their work permit. 





Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blvd. Montparnasse) 
Elicia Parker to St. Tropez. 


Danton Walker here from Rome. , 


Lou Parker and wife gandering 
Paris. 

Freddy 
weekend. 

Harry Pilcer seen in Paris for a 
quickie from Riviera. 

Suzy Saint Clair 
from Juan Les Pins. 

Priscilla and Lacy 
Germany and Holland. 
_ Florence Gilliam to head Amer- 
ican Aid to France here. 

Martha Zenthy combining vaca- 


Fox in Deauville for 


postearding 


Kastner in 


tion and business by filling Riviera | 


engagements. 


Rita Hayworth with Aly Khan at 


| 
| 


the racing season there. 


| Julius (ex-Ruban Bleu) 


their Villa Gorizia. Deauville, for 


'now punching the ivories at Oeil 


de Boeuf, formerly Boeuf sur le, 


| Toit. 


| The Gerry Mayers celebrating 


‘their silver wedding anni, Sept. 3, | 
with Gerald, Jr., to attend if _ 
e 


| came over to row in the Princeton 


switch his boat reservation. 
vs. Oxford boat race. 

Harry Brown to 
Lesser on_ local 
“Streetcar Named Desire,” 
Arletty, in November at 


help 
production 


the 


the play. 





| Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 
Trevor Howard in on 
vacation. 


Bertie McNally, RKO Irish man- 


ager, to France on vacation. 
Betty Cheatle pacted by 10-per- 


center John Gliddon for London 
roles. 
Ex-Abbeyite Maureen Toal to 


London for “The King of Friday’s 
Men.”’ 

Jack Irwin, who directed ‘‘Badg- 
ers Green” for J. Arthur Rank, in 
on vacation. 

Jimmy O'Dea has hit the jackpot 
again with “Stop Press,” new re- 
vue at the Gaiety. 

Josephine Albericci, director 
Dublin School of Acting, about 
again after long illness. 

Mme. Kirdwood-Hackett mulling 
role in J. B. Priestley's “‘The Last 
Holiday” for 
Pictures. 

Stanley Illsley and Leo McCabe 


Arthur 
of 
starring 
An- 
toine, and Jean Cocteau trying to 
get the French picture rights to 


Irene Hilda to La Baule and | 
' brother Bernard with his orch due | 
‘back soon from Knokke, Belgium. | 
Monk | 


motoring 


Associated British | 


| 
} 


back from London after looksee at | 


new shows. They’re ogling “Death 
of a Salesman.” 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 

Delta Rhythm Boys top at 
gow Empire. 

Noel Coward revival of “Bitter 
Sweet” registering big coin in four- 
weeks’ season at Glasgow Theatre 
Royal. 

Leith Gaiety theatre staging 
Scots revue titled ‘Annie Laurie” 
during run of nearby Edinburgh 
Festival. 


Peay 


AiaS- 


Tommy Morgan, Scot comic, 
plans biog-musical on his own 
career for next summer. Title: 


“Glasgow Belongs to Me.” 

Trafford Whitelock, Aussie guest 
variety producer in Scots radio, 
planes back to Sydney Oct. 10 
after six months at Glasgow BBC 
headquarters. 

Allan Jones and Irene Hervey 
here in variety, at Glasgow Em- 
pire, and interviewing Scots for 
their ABC program, “Keeping Up 
With the Jones’.” 


| Miami Beach 
By Lary Solloway 

Mother Kelly’s on the block but 
high asking price is delaying sale. 

Alan Gale closing his Celebrity 
Club for refurbishing; to reopen 
mid-October. 

New partner for Ciro’s, swank 
supper club, is Jules Kasdin, local 
drug store tycoon. 

VFW convention delegates rushed 
back to home cities on threat of 
hurricane, nitering suffering. 

Claudia Jordan a click at Clover 
Club, with comic Milt Ross holding 


over for sixth week plus Maureen | 


Hall Dancers. 

Marta Ester (Princess of Bour- 
bon) now has own program on 
WKAT (MBS) with song and chat- 
ter show for Latins. 


Portland, Ore. 


Jacque Ravel and his line of 
girls into Club Hy Mac. 

Ringling Bros. set for three days 
first part of next month. 

Cole Bros., circus in town for 
three days featuring  cut-rate 
prices. 
| Woody Herman band completed 
; One week stand at Jantzen beach 
Park Ballroom. 
| Eddie Lawrence Quartet moves 
| to Tropics Club after six months 
_at Diamond Horseshoe. 
| 





Worcester 


Eddie Sham's band at Sea Crest 
hotel, Falmouth. 

Mara and Quentin (she’s Mara 
Williams of Worcester) dancing in 
Havana. 

Norman Kohler, radio. an- 
nouncer, given six months for 
passing bad checks on the Play- 
house. . 

Police censors demanded private 
preview of “Not Wanted” and 
City Across the River,” but ap- 
proved both, 


| 


| Latin-American 


| Miami and N. Y. 


| Hollywood 


| Cyd Charisse laid ‘i 
virus. a 
Dick Gordon recuperati | 
~— surgery. ne from 
arie Wilson back in tow 
7” tg in N. Y. pare eae 

ob Hope is giving up 
'a while; doctor's orders. on 
Maxwell Shane in town af 
bait face tour of the stix. 
. Cheever Cowdin in tow 
huddles with UL studio téuners ed 
Louis B, Mayers tossed birthday 
ey for Major John Zanft of 


ter a 


Hoot Gibson will star in a rodeo 


to be staged 


by Culver ‘ij 
Police. seed 
Edward -Nassour returned to 
work after siege with throat in- 


fection. 
; Alan Young east for two weeks 
in Chicago, followed by stands in 


Carol Ann Beery 


awarde r 
monthly ed $500 


pocket money from Wal- 


| lace Beery estate. 


Ted Tetzlaff in from France 
where he shot Alpine scenes for 
“The White Tower.” 

Massichi Wagata gandering Hol- 
lywood technique at Paramount 
for use in his Tokyo studios. 

Gertrude Rozan in town to round 
up talent for American Theatre 
Group’s play, “King Johnny.” 

Rudolph Valentino Memorial 
Guild holding its 23rd annual 
tribute meeting at Troupers Thea- 
tre. 

Ida Lupino suffered cuts and 
bruises when thrown from scaffold 


during fight scene in “Fugitive 

from Terror.” . 
Allen Rivkin and _ Leonard 

Spiegelgass_ will represent the 


Screen Writers Guild at. all- 
industry public relations conven- 
tion in Chicago. 
Mexico City 
By D. L. Grahame 

Ester Fernandez and Antonio 
Badu, pic players, macried. 

Maria Felix, top pic actress, to 
Spain in September for film work. 

Edward D. Cohen, 20th-Fox 
supervisor, here 
on biz. 

Charito Granados, Argentinian, 
inked by Diana Films for two pro- 
ductions. 

Pic scripters union elected Jose 
Revueltas its general secretary for 
the ensuing year. 

Oscar Pani, financier, and Jose 
Luis Bueno, producer, forming a 
pic production company. 

Georges Ulmer, French song- 
writer-singer, doubling at El Patio 
nitery and vaude-revue theatre, 
Lirico. 

Libertad Lamarque, Argentinian 
thrush, topping the Teatro Tivoli 
revue. After making another pic, 
she planes back home. 

Alfred Holquin, SRO Latin- 
American chief, readying Mexican 
preem of “Jennie” here Sept. 14, 
start of the annual independence 
fiestas. 

Santiago Reachi, prez of Posa 
Films. producer of pix of Cantin- 
flas (Mario Moreno), is a news- 
paper columnist. His “Metas” 
(“Goals”) runs daily in Novedades. 

Reva Reyes, songstress, inked by 
Seki Sano, Japanese producer, for 
Spanish version of John Stein- 
beck’s “Brute Force” which hes 
readying for the Palace of Fine 
Arts (National Theatre). . 

Fernando Alvarez, son of Sofia 
Alvarez, Colombian actress whos 
a name in Mexican pix, organizing 
a pic production company here, 
Vanguardia Films, which he hopes 
to have in action pronto. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
Eddie Wappler to take over man- 
agerial reins at Nixon again. 
Wife of Bandleader Billy Yates 


'into hospital for major surgery. 


Betty Annis Dancers finished 
long run at Club Copa, Aug. 27. 
Rose Ellovich, Carnegie Tech 
drama a directing at Cape 
May N. J., Theatre. 
John Montague is beating drums 
for “Mister Roberts,” which comes 
to Wixon, Sept. 19. t 
Janet Blair guest of honor 8 
centennial celebration in home- 
town, of Altoona, Pa. d 
Karl Krug, Sun-Tele drama 
vacationing and Leonard Mendlo 


witz sitting in for him 
Harry Richman being dickere® 
for return engagement at Jac 


'Heller’s room next month. 


‘stretch with Allen Cr 


f to Califor 
1g up sum- 
fairs. 


Sam Mandelsman off 
nia for rest after behing 2 
mer opera company's alté : 

Critic Kap Monahan back cm 
ing at the Press but still 
crutches from his busted anh 

Tebaldo Tamburi, chef at ee 
house Grill, back on job ative 
three-month sojourn in his na 
oo Martin back in “* 
working with his vocal groul at 
Martinaires, after a Virginia 
aig’s bane. 
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OBITUARIES 


HERMAN DEVRIES 


Herman Devries, 90, dean of 
Chicago music critics before his 
retirement from the Chicago 
Herald American, died Aug. 24 in 
Chicago. He was music critic on 
the Chi daily for over 30 years be- 
fore retiring in 1944. 

Born in New York, Devries 
originally sang in opera from 1879 
to 1901, appearing with the Paris 
Opera, Paris Opera Comique and 
the Savage Opera Co. In 1898, he 
debuted with the Met Opera Assn 


in New York in “Romeo and 
Juliette.” He specialized in 
French and German opera. After 


retiring from the stage, he taught 
and composed music. He also pro- 
duced several plays in French 

He is survived by his son, Rene, 
who is Chicago editor of Musical 


Courier. 


WILLIAM N. ROBSON, SR. 


William N. Robson, Sr., 64, one 
of earliest of film exploitation 
men and father of the radio pro- 
ducer, William, Jr., died in Pitts- 
purgh, Aug. 27, following a stroke. 
Robson worked for Paramount 
and Jesse L. Lasky when the in- 
dustry was young, quitting the 
road in the early 20’s to go into 
olitics. Registrar of Deeds under 
Mayor Scully, he had been deputy 
clerk of courts in the office of the 
prothonotary since 1944. He was 
also editor of a column on city 
hall activity that was published in 
more than 60 local weeklies. 

In addition to his wife and son, 





is the British and Hollyw 
actor, Edmund Gwenn. ywood film 


Chesney was also seen in several 


films, aside from a long list of Lon- | 
' He last played in “The | 
Years Between” in London in 1945, | 


don plays 


He was the first husband of Estelle 
Winwood, actress, who is appearing 
in the Broadway production of 
‘“Madwoman of Chaillot.” 


LUIS DE VARGAS 


Luis de Vargas. playwright, 58 
died in Madrid, Aug. 18. He had 
lately met with difficulties in his 
producing and directing activities 
aS legit theatre manager 

His first play “Santo con 
Sracia was presented in Madrid 
‘In 1914. He was the author of 16 
plays 


OSCAR WASSERBERGER 

Oscar 49, radio 
and concert violinist, died in N. 
Aug. 24, after a long illness He 
formerly worked for 20th-Fox as 
a studio musician and was an 
original member of the Capitol 
theatre symphony orchestra. 

A wife, daughter, brother, sister 
and father survive 


Wasserberger. 


VICTOR METZETTI 

Victor Metzetti. 54. film stunt 
man and former circus acrobat 
died Aug. 21 in Birmingham Gen- 
eral Hospital, Los Angeles, after a 
Sslege of pneumonia. 

He was a member of the Metzetti 
family which toured for years un- 


IN MEMORIAM 


Marcus Loew 


September 5th, 1927 





he leaves a daughter, Mrs. William 
A. Haughton (Gertrude Robson), a 
former ballet dancer. 


JACK DARROCK 

Jack Darrock, 52, veteran news- 
reel and short subjects editor, 
died in San Diego, Cal., Aug. 27, 
from a heart ailment. Fox Movie- 
tone shorts editor at the time of 
his death, he had suffered a stroke 
about a year ago. Darrock, who 
had been with Movietone news- 
reel for about 15 years, stepped 
up to the short subjects editor 
post when Lew Lehr was forced 
out because of illness a number of 


years ago. 
Originally with Pathe News, 
Darrock had been Coast  super- 


visor for Movietone newsreel for 
many years. Body will be brought 
east for burial in Albany, N. Y. 

Survived by wife, father, sister 
and brother, 





GEORGE GORDON 
George Gordon, 60, member of 
the chorus of the Met Opera Assn., 
died in Coney Island hospital, N.Y., 
Aug. 27. He was stricken with a 


heart ailment in May while touring 








In commemoration of my beloved 
friend and theatrical mentor 


PAUL ARMSTRONG 


Who passed away 
August 30th, 1915 


BEN J. PIAZZA 





With the Met troupe. Born in 
€ssa, he was a leading tenor at 
Years yreuth festival for several 
st and came to America as a 
ar of the Boston-Manhattan Op- 
era Co. 
ane he accompanied the dan- 
also. na | avlova on tour, and was 
“© soloist with the Chicago and 
concen @ companies. He also sang 
opening and performed at_ the 
ing of the Roxy theatre. N. Y. 
idow and two sons survive. 





Cla ARENCE EISEMAN 
metre uce Eiseman, 55, New York 
Ja Opolitan district manager for 
mer Bros., died in N. Y., Aug. 
Cley - Joined Warners in 1942 in 
Was fland as a salesman and later 
ship Sp moted to branch manager- 
is tos N. Y. in 1943. He assumed 
‘48t position in 1948. 
ife and son survive. 


Art ARTHUR CHESNEY 
eter tur Chesney, 67, British char- 
ae tOr. died Aug. 27 in Lon- 
1903 le debuted on the stage in 
and made his first appearance 
York in 1916 when he 
‘A Little Bit of Fluff,” 
‘Caroline.” His brother 


der the big top and on the stage 
until 1920, when he went into films. 


CARL H. (TINY) HUNT 


Carl Henry Tiny) Hunt, 45, 
violinist, died Aug. 26 in Holly- 
wood, of injuries sustained in a 
motor crash For the last four 
years he plaved with Fibber 
McGee and Molly on radio. 

LOUIS MILLER 

Louis Miller. 45, died in Mil- 

waukee Aug. 26 He was the 


owner of the Grand theatre, Chi- 
cago southside nabe house. Sur- 
vived by widow. 


Joseph Smith Gerard, 78, pioneer 
screen actor, died Aug. 20 at the 
Motion Picture Country Home near 
Los Angeles. 


| James Costello, 71, veteran re- 
'ceptionist at 20th-Fox homeoffice 
in N. Y., died Aug. 28 after an 
illness of only a week. He was 
widely known to everybody in the 
industry around N. Y., having been 
with 20th-Fox for about 30 years. 
Survived by wife and four 
daughters. 


Minnie O'Farrell, 73, wife of 
vaudevillian Talbot O'Farrell, died 
in London, Aug. 23. Noted for her 
charitable activities, she inaugu- 
rated the Cup of Kindness fund to 
help needy stage folk, of which or- 
ganization she was president. 

Survived by husband and 
children. 


four 


Fred Moag,. projectionist in 


d7, 


North Tonawanda, N. Y.. theatres 
for the past 17 years. died at his 
home in Tonawanda July 28. He 


was a member of the International 


Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
plovees. Wife, three sons and a 
daughter survive 

George H. Nelson, 77, manager 
of the Nelson theatre, Fairmont, 
W. Va.. from 1915 until it closed in 
1939. and in recent years inter- 


ested in promotional affairs In con- 
nection with theatres, died at Fair- 
mont, Aug. 25 


Frank DePace, 58. manager of 


the Princess-Rex theatre Shinns- 
ton. W. Va., died at Shinnston Aug. 
290 from a heart attack He had 
succeeded the late Miss Lynne 
Monroe as manager of that theatre 
when she died a few years ago. 
Jimmy Fax, 97. vet Canadian 
comic singer, died in a Toronto 
hospital Aug. 28 alter a long ill- 
ness. He had toured the top cir- 


cuits in U. S. and Canada making 
his last personal appearance in To- 
ronto last year 

Jules Salmen, 54. motion picture 
technician, died suddenly Aug. 23 


,tack. For years he was connected 


7g miniature department at 





| Edward J. Burke, 75. former pro- 

fessional pugilist and stagehand at 
Buffalo theatres for the past 35 
years, died in Buffalo last week af- 
ter several months’ illness. 





Set. Robert Burlen, 20. son of 
actress Margaret Burlen, killed in 


action over Yokohama April 16, 
1945, was buried at the National 
Cemetery, St. Louis, Aug. 30 


Clarence Rush, 56, in Chicago, 
Aug. 23 He 


was motion picture 
operator at the Maryland, Chi, for 
many years Survived by wife 


Rodger B. Grieg, 39. former pro- 


ducer with the Canadian Broad- 
casting Co., died Aug. 27 in To- 
ronto. 


Jack Herschel Ellsworth, 38. 
screen actor, died Aug. 19 in Holly- 


wood 
Mrs. Eddie Cline, 49. wife of 
Monogram film director, died sud- 


denly Aug. 24, in Los Angeles 

Mother of Lennie Hayton, musi- 
cal director at Metro, died Aug. 21 
in Hollywood. 


Dr. George Erland Malmgren, 
47, physician to numerous film 
stars, died Aug. 24 in Hollywood. 


Eddie Parks, 38, trumpter in the 
RKO studio orchestra, died of 
leukemia, Aug. 25, in Los Angeles. 


Legit Bits 
git Bit 
Continued from page 58 joao 
writing the songs. Director John 
C. Wilson and = choreographer 
Hanya Holm will go along to con- 
duct tuneup rehearsals of the sec- 
ond company of ‘Kiss Me, Kate,” 
in advance of the Chicago engage- 
ment. 

Fred Stewart 





| 
| 
| 
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joining the tour- 
ing “Brigadoon”... Peggy Cass in 
the cast of the revue ‘“‘Touch and 
Go”... “Cabalgata,’—the Spanish 
song and dance show at the Broad- 
way, N. Y., been retitled “A 
Night in Spain” ... Robert White- 
head and Oliver Rea will present 
“Member of the Wedding,” by 
Carson McCullers from her own 
| novel, with Harold Clurman stag- 
ing. Still on the W & R schedule 
are “The Halter,’ by Albert 
Camus; a revival of Pinero’s “The 


has 


Magistrate” and the Ben Edwards- | 


Whitehead) 
“The 


(Mrs. 
Chekhov's 


| Virginia Bolen 
adaptation of 
Cherry Orchard.” 

Cornelia Otis Skinner, who 
returned Monday (29) from an 
engagement and vacation in Eng- 
land, may star in the Russel 


Lewis-Howard Young production 
of John Patrick’s dramatization of 
Dickens’ “Bleak House”... Equity 
Library Theatre will present all its 
productions this season at the 
Lenox Hill Neighborhood House, 
NM. Mi Mary-Elizabeth Anders 
will present Shelley O’Day’s dram- 
atization of Booth Tarkington’s 
“Rumbin Galleries’ this winter... 
Pressagent Edgar Wallach back 
from three-month Coast vacation. 
_,., William Blair will again man- 
age Margaret Webster's touring 
Shakespeare repertory troupe. 
Harry Mirsky, formerly a mat 
ager for the Shuberts, recuper 
at French hospital, N. Y., after a 
heart attack Harold Fried- 
lander, of Artcraft, theatrical print- 
ing firm, will be married Sept. 1. 


Burl Ives, currently guest- 
starring in “The Man Who Came 
to Dinner,” at the Laguna (Cal.) 


strawhat, has signed for a part in 
the Universal-International picture, 
“Sierra.” Incidentally, the ballad 
singer is selling his auxiliary sloop, 
as his concert and nitery engage- 
ments keep him too busy for sail- 
ing... Michael Todd, who planed 
Friday night (26) to the Coast to 
trv to sign Jimmy Durante for the 
opening bill of his “Tw )-a-Day,” 
was determined to get back in time 
to spend last night ‘Tues.’ her 
birthday, with Joan Blondell (Mrs. 
Todd), who’s starring in “Happy 
Birthday” this week at Fairhaven, 
Mass. ; 
Robin A. Gibson, former D’Oy!) 


Carte stage manager, who arrived 
in New York aboard the Queen 
Elizabeth last week with the 


intention of becoming an American 
citizen, has been engaged to teach 
theatre production Gilbert & Sul- 
livan in particular) at the Friends 
Seminary, N. ¥. 


lin Hollywood, following a heart at-| 


| 














Color Video 


Continued from page 1 











aforementioned developments in 
color TV last week, however, the 
Society decided to devote consid- 
/erable time also to that subject. 
| Number of technical developments 
and explanatory papers are expect- 
ed to stem from the convention. 

Film engineers and_ research 
technicians point out that TV has 
already come to them for advice 
on lighting, special effects, etc., in 
current black-and-white broadcast 
ing. CBS-TV, for example, is gen- 
erally accredited with being the 
first network to initiate low-key 
lighting, rear screen projection 
et Those developments were the 
work of Stoetzel, one-time 
chief cameraman fo! 
er Louis de Rochemont, and John 
DeMott, who had 10 years’ expe- 
rience with Paramount's special ef 
fects department in Hollywood be- 
fore joining CBS 

Film researchers claim that most 


George 


indie produc- 


refinements in color photography 
during the last several decades 
were either developed by their in- 
dustry or traced directly to their 
needs. As a result, they said, if 


color video becomes a commercial 
reality, broadcasters will be forced 
to turn again to them. Thus, they 
aver, the two industries will be 
linked together more closely than 
ever. 





| Competitive Heat 


cane Continued from page 1 = 


Barken for a reported $40,000. Ac 
quisition of a second club is fig- 
ured to give Schuyler a 
edge such Beach 
has had in many years. Schuyler 
has in”New York 
about but in 
to sign on the dotted line. 

La Boheme, Hallandale, Fla., 
which may be the sole cafe in the 


as no operator 


been inquiring 
names, is no hurry 


area with a connecting casino, 


acts vet, al- 
that 
The 

by 


to 


hasn't signed any as 


though it’s figured Danny 
nearby 
Harold 


non- 


Thomas return. 
Colonial 


Minsky, 


may 
Inn, 

will 

“burlesque”’ 


owned 
the 
policy 


return 
name which 
was successful last year. 

The majority Florida oper- 
ators aren't optimistic regarding 
the ability of the nitery market 
to support names costing $12,500 
or moce. They regard the possible 
end of the Copa City-Beachcomber 


competition as one of the best 
breaks in years, and if they hold 
off buying, talent agencies may get 
| panicky enough to sell some of 
their top headliners at prices far 
below salaries of last year. 


of 








Set Retailers 


Continued from page 31 
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lescence during the last several 
months has already done irrepara- 
ble damage. He claimed pessi- 
mistically that nothing the indus- 
try does now will help matters 
much. 

Bruno-N. Y., distributor in the 
metropolitan area for RCA-Victor 


sets, declared that it’s still too 
early to tell what effect the sto- 
ries on color will have Bruno 


spokesman said, though, that their 


atin’ set sales have boomed during the 


last several days and predicted the 
company would have the best 
fourth quarter in jts history. New 
1950 line, he J is completely 
sold out and RCA is having trou- 


>a 


ble keeping its production up to 
the unprecedented demand for 
sets. 





 NBC’s Sat. Nite 


———_ Continued from page 31 jou 

















tea- 
be a 


dissolve from there into the 
ture, which would actually 
live dramatic presentation. 
Each of the 12. participating 
sponsors will pay for only a 15- 
minute show. Plan is to spotlight 
each at the beginning and close of 
the program and then insert four 
15-second plugs at each hour's in- 
termission. NBC-TV is shooting for 
a late fall start, with the block 
scheduled to occupy the 8 to 11 
p.m. period. Title is still indefinite, 


with NBC now referring to the 
program merely as ‘Saturday 
Night.” i 


buying | 


MARRIAGES 


Charlotte C. Chapman to Robert 
A. Beauregard, Keene, N. H., Aug, 
24. Bride is a musicians. 


Mary Mason to John F. Whar- 
ton, Aug. 30, in Reno. Bride is 
legit-radio actress; he’s the the- 
atrical attorney. 

Irene Halliday to Maurice Bo- 
dington, Toronto, Aug. 24 He's 


radio comic on Canadian 
casting Corp. networks. 
Beverly Jolly to Steve Lancaster, 


Broad- 


Los Angeles, Aug. 27 Bride and 
groom are screen players 

Hazel Patricia McAlister to Fred 
S. Haywood, Aug. 26, Bolton, S. C. 


Groom is WNBC’s news and special 
events director 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Hal E. Chester, son, 
Hollywood Aug 21 Kathe iS a 
him produce! 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam _ Friedman, 
daughter Los Angeles Aug. 24. 
Father is a songwritei 

Mr. and Mrs. Eddy Howard, son, 
Aug. 22, Chicago Father 1s an 
orch leader 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry S. White, 
daughter, New York Aug. 24, 


Father is President of World Video, 
line 


Vr. and Mrs. Jonas T. Silver- 
stone, son, Aug. 25, New York. 
Father is a member of the thea- 
trical law firm, Silverstone & 
Rosenthal 

Mr. and Mrs. Jo Dine, son, Aug 
24, New York Father is NBC 
press director 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Lauter, 
daughter, Hollywood, Aug 2a. 
Father is stage and screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rufe Davis, son, 
Santa Monica, Aug. 20 Father is 
actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Kramer, 
son, Pittsburgh, Aug. 22 Father 
manages Hollywood Show § Bar, 


Pittsburgh. 

Mr. and Mrs. Morton Silverblatt, 
son, Pittsburgh, Aug. 22 Father's 
the son of Esther (Shuge) Silver- 
blatt, nitery singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. J. McNamara, 
Jr., son, Los Angeles, Aug. 21. 
Child is grandson of DAILy VARI- 
ET circulation manager 

Mr. and Mrs. William 
Jr., son, Los Angeles 
Father is an assistant 
tor 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernie Green, son, 
New York, Aug. 29 Father is 
theatrical press agent 

Mr. and Mrs. Saul P 
daughter, Aug. 29 in New 
Father is a theatrical attorney 


= Continued from page 1 jane 


talked TV production but Jerry 
Fairbanks and Hal Roach are the 
only “name” producers actually to 
be making vidpix. Roach has been 
unable to sell his product at the 
price he wants for TV. 

Selznick, now honeymooning in 
Europe with his bride, Jennifer 
Jones, has had continuing huddles 
on the production deal with CBS 


Beaudine, 
Aug. 26. 
film diree- 


Pryor, 
York. 











board chairman William S. Paley 
abroad. The two have been close 


friends for years. Contract would 
presumably have Selznick lens the 
shorts on the Coast, for national 
TV syndication by the CBS film de- 
partment out of New York 

Goldwyn has not yet revealed his 
plans for TV production but has 
consistently averred that TV would 
open a lush new market for Holly- 
wood producers. If his deal with 
NBC goes through, he would work 
the same as Selznick, making the 
shorts in Hollywood for syndication 
to TV stations by the NBC film de- 
partment. Latter now handles all 
Jerry Fairbanks productions for 
video. 



















Legit Financing 


sure-thing practitioners as Richard 
Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein, 





Continued from page 1 


II, can get all the financing they 
need at the first announcement of 
a contemplated new project, few 


other managements are still in that 
in-demand position. Nearly all, 
even long-established ones, have 
to get out and flail the underbrush 
for money. 

That’s just dandy 
with bucks but no “connections,” 
the dreamy individual who's al- 
ways heard about the fabulous 
profits from big hits, but who nor- 
mally gets a chance at only the 
flamboyant baubles that experi- 
enced operators avoid. If present 


for the guy 


trends continue, these rank out- 
siders with only a checking ac- 
count to recommend them, will be 
able to invest with the most rep- 


utable managements, instead of al- 
ways getting stuck with the frome 
hysteria premoters. 
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JERRY GRAY 


CONSECUTIVE 
YEAR 


bh = CAMPBELL’SSOUP"S 


> “CLUB 15” 


Starring 


DICK HAYMES—ANDREWS SISTERS 
EVELYN KNIGHT—The MODERNAIRES 




















sata scott x 


CONDUCTOR - COMPOSER - ARRANGER 


Composer of: “i Arranged: 
“STRING OF PEARLS” GLENN MILLEN'S “AMENGAM PATROL” 
“PENNSYLVARIA 6-5000" _ “CHATTANOOGA CHOO-CHOO” 
and others “ST. LOUIS BLUES MARCK” 


ARTIE SHAW’S “BEGIN THE BEGUINE” 


Musical Director—STANDARD TRANSCRIPTIONS 
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